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What did we hear?
Principles for Uptown

I would like to see the 
students in the area 
become involved with 
the seniors.

High density student 
housing can encourage 
students to walk to campus 
and reduce overall traffic.

I’d rather let land values be 
maximized by allowing dense 
student housing but require 
investments by developers 
in public spaces and 
transportation infrastructure.

It would be nice to have 
a playground for people 
to come and walk to.

Sidewalks, green spaces, 
trees, garden spots are 
super important for the 
feeling like a community.

Arts and culture spaces, 
more attention to 
Abernathy park, devoted 
green spaces.

Outdoor amphitheater 
for yearlong use.

No more housing - 
especially student housing 
-in or around this area!

Expand Abernathy Park.

Large children’s playground.

 Outdoor venues.

More green space 
along the lake.

Green space and 
lake views.

What did we hear?

People are divided on whether 
to allow student housing in 
this area, but are generally 
open to expanding available 
housing options in the 
community.

Outdoor gathering spaces 
and amenities that celebrate 
Clemson’s natural setting, 
community identity, and 
culture are a priority.

Student housing is included as a pathway to 
make community priorities & benefits feasible 
(i.e., open space, other housing options, 
infrastructure improvements, dining, etc.).

New and different types of outdoor 
spaces are included to make this area a 
welcoming destination for many different 
segments of the community.

Student housing is sited and 
configured to limit its impact 
on College Avenue, Abernathy 
Park, and Lake Hartwell.

New spaces will build on and 
expand what already exists.

New public spaces will be sized and envisioned as 
financeable via private investment, leveraging high-
value development to create community benefits for all.

What will you see in the alternatives?

What types of 
residential uses 
would you like to 
see in Uptown?

In one word, how 
would you describe 
Uptown today?

In one word, how would 
you describe what you 
want Uptown to be like 
in the future?

Non-Student Rental 51%

52%Workforce Housing

21%Student

31%Senior Housing

+

+

+

Who did we hear from?

Over 100 participants at the 
first workshop and 320+ survey 
responses gave as a great picture of 
community priorities, concerns, and 
ideas for Uptown.

Among the survey respondents...
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79%

11%
2%

7%

full-time non-student 
Clemson resident

25-44 years65+ years

19-24 years

45-64 years

live in Pickens, Oconee, or Anderson 
County, but outside Clemson

Other (e.g., alum, 
live outside of 

the area)

own property within Clemson but 
primary residence is outside of the city

full-time University student
1%

30%28%

2%

41%

A LIVABLE UPTOWN WITH 
NATURAL SYSTEMS
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Maybe something for 
children/teens of the 
Clemson area would 
be nice. 

We have the University 
Library and Central Library, 
no others are needed.

Childrens museum or 
other indoor childrens 
activity center.

STEM-related 
space/learning 
center for 
children.

Public art in the public 
spaces. Historical & 
cultural storytelling.

Amphitheater/plaza with local 
stores/restaurants. Promoting 
music, food, and community.

All of the above look great just 
not sure how you can get to it 
if you don’t live on campus.

More parking away from 
College Ave but near enough 
to walk. More ways to get into 
that are via vehicle.

Real, protected bike 
lanes, not just lanes with a 
marking on the ground that 
cars can simply ignore.

Streets trees to protect pedestrians 
from traffic, add a protected bike 
lane, widen sidewalks in some 
places, consolidate curb cuts, and 
enhance crosswalks at key places.

More parking. Currently the 
one parking garage is not 
enough most of the time.

Make sure to include 
accessibility measures for 
older residents.

These ideas are nice, but they 
shouldn’t be so flashy; need to 
match Clemson’s character.

Whatever it is keep 
it “small-town” and 
Clemson-focused.

Environmentally 
conscious and classic 
or timeless approach to 
mesh with the historic 
feel of the community.

Lower speed limits, more 
landscaping, pocket parks.

Sidewalks everywhere, 
including neighborhoods.

A water feature 
with plants!

Interactive art 
for children.

Better sidewalks and pathways 
that lead to and between 
buildings. Dedicated parking 
area that is not so tight and 
with easy access.

Parking garage & more 
pedestrian friendly.

Do not reduce lanes 
on Tiger Blvd!

Ways/places to cross 
the street safely. More parking for non 

student apartments 
and for specific stores. 

Wider sidewalks and 
better crosswalks.

New museum that includes 
adequate African-American space.

Cafes, galleries, outdoor 
sitting with cute lighting, 
walkable areas, outdoor 
areas to gather - all 
would make city better.

Make sure required 
commercial space is not 
full depth in the future. 
Commercial does buffer 
large buildings from 
residential use at the street 
but the city can not support 
the amount of commercial 
space now available based 
on number of residents.

Family-friendly options.

An INDEPENDENT 
bookstore!!!

Small grocery store.

What did we hear?

Dedicated parking near will be 
essential to the success of any 
destination created in Uptown. 
It needs to be accessible to all 
residents and visitors.

Pedestrian comfort and safety 
for visitors and residents alike 
will be essential.

People are generally interested 
in public art, but most feel 
it should be toned-down, 
understated, and unique to 
Clemson.

Alternatives also include many ideas about 
how to integrate sustainability and connect 
to natural systems.

There is a strong interest in 
gathering spaces and a vibrant 
mix of commercial uses, 
especially destinations that are 
family-friendly, complement 
what already exists in the 
community, and celebrate 
Clemson’s specific history and 
cultural assets.

Some are concerned that 
new destinations will be 
inaccessible or will contribute 
to traffic. There is also a 
fear that new commercial 
space, if not properly sized or 
supported, will sit vacant.

New commercial will be shown that 
create space for a broad diversity of 
potential uses.

Alternatives will show specific 
“institutional” and cultural 
spaces in key locations.

Commercial spaces 
and destinations will 
be well-connected to 
new parking options 
and planned bike and 
pedestrian infrastructure.

The amount of new retail shown will 
be limited, connected to “anchors”, 
and sited only in visible locations.

Significant new parking will be created in key 
locations, and will be tied to new pedestrian 
crossings and sidewalks.

New sidewalks will be connected to the existing 
street network. They will also be quite wide (20+ 
feet in man places), and will include street trees 
and plantings for pedestrian comfort, and also to 
create the opportunity for outdoor dining.

We are showing a new set of 
images to confirm if we have a 
better idea about the character.

What did we hear?

What will you see in the alternatives?

What will you see in the alternatives?

What types of 
commercial uses and 
arts & culture spaces 
would you like to see 
in Uptown?

How would you 
prefer to get to and 
move around Uptown 
in the future?

What types of public 
realm elements 
would you like to see?

69%Park & Walk Around

8%Use my Bike

21%Other

2%Take the Bus

46%Murals

43%Art Installations

41%Art Lighting

48%Gateway Markers/Signs

13%Gateway Sculpture

24%Gateway Lighting

58%Active Storefronts

57%Town Center

56%Plaza

52%Dine-in Restaurants

41%Co-working Space

44%Public Library

44%Gallery Space

13%

14%

39%Specialty Food Stores

69%Outdoor Cafes

Pop-ups

Food Hall

+

+

+

A WALKABLE, WELCOMING 
& CONNECTED UPTOWN

A VIBRANT & 
SHARED UPTOWN




