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TRAVELS.

PART III.

A VOYAGE joLaputa, Bal.

NIBARBI, LUGGNAGG, GlUBB-

dubdribb, and Japan*.

C H A P. I.

The Author sets tut on his Third Voyage ;

is taken by Tyrates. The Malice ofa

Dutchman. His Arrival at an IJland.

He is received into Laputa.

HAD not been at Home a-

bove ten Days, when Cap

tain William Robinson,

Cornish Man, Commander

of the Hopwell, a stout Ship of Three
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Hundred Tuns, came to my House. I had

formerly been Surgeon of another Ship

where he was Master, and a fourth

Part Owner, in a Voyage to the Levant j

He had always treated me more like a

Brother than an inferior Officer, and

hearing of my Arrival made me a Visit,

as 1 apprehended only out of Friend

ship, for nothing pasted more than what

is usual after long Absences. But repeat

ing his Visits often, expressing his Joy

to find me in good Health, asking

whether I were now fettled for Life,

adding that he intended a Voyage to

the East-Indies, in two Months. At last

he plainly invited me, though with some

Apologies, to be Surgeon of the Ship;

that I should have another Surgeon un

der me besides our two Mates j that my

Sallary should be double to the usual

Pay; and that having experienced my

Knowledge in Sea-Affairs to be at least

equal to his, he would enter into any

Engagement to follow my Advice, as

much as if I had share in the Command.

Hs
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tl e said so many other obliging

Things, and I knew him to be lb honest

a Man, that I couJd not reject his Pro

posal ; the Thirst I had of seeing the

World, notwithstanding my past Mis

fortunes, continuing as violent as ever.

The only Difficulty that remained, was

to persuade my Wife, whose Consent,

however, I at last obtained by the Pro

spect of Advantage she proposed to her

Children.

We set out the 5th Day of August,

1706. and arrived at Fort St. George '•

the nth of April, 1707. stayed there

three Weeks to refresh our Crew, many

of whom were sick. From thence we

went to Tonquin, where the Captain re

solved to continue some Time, because

many of the Goods he intended to buy

were not ready, nor could he expect to

be dispatched in some Months. There

fore in hopes to defray some of the

Charges he must be at, he bought a

Sloop, loaded it with several sorts of

B 2 Goods,



4 A VOYAGE

Goods, wherewith the Tbnquinese usually

trade to the neighbouring Islands, and

putting fourteen Men on Board, where-,

of three were of the Country, he ap

pointed me Master of the Sloop, and

gave me Power to traffick for two

Months, while he transacted his Affairs

at Tonquin. o:-

We had not failed above three Days,

when a great Storm arising, we were

driven five Days to the North-North-East,

and then to the East; after which we

had fair Weather, but still with a pretty

strong Gale from the West. Upon the

tenth Day . we were chased by two

Pyratcs, who soon overtook us ; for my

Sloop was so deep loaden, that she

sailed very slow, neither were we in a

Condition to defend our selves.

. .'*. i... *

We were boarded about the lame

Time by both the Pyrates, who enter'd

furiously at die Head of their Men, but

finding us all prostrate upon our Faces,

(for
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(for so I gave order,) they pinioned us

with strong Ropes, and setting a Guard

upon us, went to search the Sloop..

. ... ',. : u"<7 I. . ' - ",'."* . .

I observed among them a *Dutthr

man, who seemed to be of some Autho

rity, though he was not Commander of

either Ship. He knew us by our Coun

tenances to be Englishmen, and jabber

ing to us in his own Language, swore

we should be tied Badk to Back, and

thrown into the Sea. I spoke Dutch

tolerably well ; I told him who we were,

and begged him, in consideration of pur

being Christians swad Protestants,, of

neighbouring Countries, in strict Alli

ance, that he would move the Captains

to take some Pity on us. This inflamed

his Rage; Jhe repeated his Threatnings,

and, turning to his Companions, spoke

with great Vehemence, in the Japanese

Language, as I suppose, often using the

"Word Christiano s.

The largest of the two Pyrate Ships

was commanded by a Japanese Captain,

B 3 who
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who spoke a little Dutch, but very im

perfectly. He eame up to me and after

several Questions, which I answered in

great Humility, he said we should not

(lie. I made the Captain a very low

Bow, and then turning to the Dutch,

man, said, I was sorry to find more

Mercy in a Heathen, than in a Brother

Christian. But I had soon Reason to re

pent those foolish Words, for that mali

cious Reprobate, having often endea

voured in vain to persuade both the

Captains that I might be thrown into

the Sea, (which they would not yield to

after the Promise made me, that I should

not die,) however prevailed so far as to

have a Punishment inflicted on me,

worse in all human Appearance than

Death it self. My Men were sent by an

equal Division into both the Pirate-

Ships, and my Sloop new manned. As,

to my self, it was determined that I

stiould be set a drift in a small Canoe,

with Paddles and a Sail, and four Days

Provisions, which last the Japanese Capr

taifl



to LAPUTA, &c. 7

tain was so kind to double out of his

own Stores, and would permit no Man

to search me. I got down into the

Canoe, while the "Dutchman standing

upon the Deck, loaded me with all the

Curses and injurious Terms his Lan

guage could afford.

About an Hour before we saw the

Pirates, I had taken an Observation, and

found we were in the Latitude of 46 N.

and of Longitude 185. When I was

at some Distance from the Pirates, I disco

vered by my Pocket-Glass several Islands

to the South-East. I set up my Sail,

the Wind being fair, with a Design to

reach the nearest of those Islands, which

I made'a Shift to do in about three

Hours. It was all rocky ; however, I got

many Birds Eggs, and striking Fire I

kindled some Heath and dry Sea-Weed.,

by which I roasted my Eggs. I eat no

other Supper, being resolved to spare my

Provisions as much as I could. I passed

the Night under the Shelter of a Rock,

B 4 strow-
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strowing some Heath under , me,, and

slept pretty well.
~ , - ... •»

. "t 01

The next Day I sailed to another;

Island, and thence to a third and fourth,

sometimes using my Sail, and sometimes

my Paddles. But not to trouble the

Reader with a particular Account of my

Distresses, let, it suffice, that on the 5th

Day I arrived at the last J(land in my

Sight, which lay South-South-East to

the former. ' V

This Island was at a greater Distance

than I expected., and I did not reach it

in less than five Hours. I encompas

sed it almost round before I could find

a convenient Place to land in, which

was a small Creek, about three Times

the Wideness of my Canoe. -I found

the Island to be all rocky, only a little

intermingled with Tufts of Grafs., and

sweet-smelling Herbs. I took out my

small "Provisions, and after having re

freshed my self, I secured the Remainder
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in a Cave, whereof there were great

Numbers.* 1 gathered plenty of Eggs

upon the Rocks, and got a Quantity of

dry Sea-Weed and parched Grafs, which

I. designed to kindle the next Day, and

roast my Eggs as well as I could. (For

I had about me my, Flint, Steel, Match,

and Burning-Glass'-.) I lay all Night in

the Cave where I ' had lodged my Pro

visions. My . Bed was the 'fame dry

Grafs and Sea-weed which I intended

for Fewel. I flept very little, for the

Disquiets of my 1Mind prevailed over

my Weariness, and kept me awake. I

considered hpw impossible it was to pre

serve my]Life in so desolate a Place, and

how miserable my End must be. Yet I

found my self so listless and desponding,

that I had not the Heart to rise, and be

fore I could get Spirits enough to creep

out of my Cave, the jDay was far ad

vanced. I walked a while among the

Rocks; the Sky was perfectly clear, and

the Sun so hot, that I was forced to turn

my Face from it : When all on a sud-
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den it became obscured, as I thought,

in a Manner very different from what

happens by the Interposition of a Cloud.

I turned back, and perceived a vast Opakc

Body between me and the Sun, moving

forwards towards the Island: It seemed

to be about two Miles high, and hid

the Sun six or seven Minutes ; but I did

not observe the Air to be much colder,

or the Sky more darkned, than if I had

stood under the Shade of a Mountain.

As it approached nearer over the Place

where I was, it appeared to be a firm

Substance, the Bottom flat, smooth, and

shining very bright from the Reflection

of the Sea below. I stood upon a Height

about two hundred Yards from the

Shoar., and saw this vast Body descend

ing almost to a Parallel with me, at less

than an English Mile distance. I took

out my Pocket-Perspective, and could

plainly discover Numbers of People

moving up and down the Sides of it,

which appeared to be sloping, but

what
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what those People wete doings I was

not able to distinguish.

T.h e natural Love of Life gave me

some inward Motions of Joy, and I was

ready to entertain a Hope, that this

Adventure might some Way or other

help to deliver me from the desolate

Place and Condition I was in. But at

the lame Time the Reader can hardly

conceive my Astonishment, to behold an

Island in the Air, inhabited by Men,

who were able, (as it should seem,) to

raise, or sink, or put it into a Pro

gressive Motion, as they pleased. But

not being at that Time in a Disposition

to philosophise upon this Phænomenon,

I rather chose to observe what Course

the Island would take, because it seemed

, for a while to stand still. Yet soon af

ter it advanced nearer, and I could see

the Sides of it encompassed with several

Gradations of GaUeries and Stairs, at

certain Intervals, to deseend from one

fO the other. In the lowest Gallery I

beheld
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beheld some People fishing with long

Angling Rods, and others looking on.

I waved my Cap, ( for my Hat was

long since worn out,) and my Hand

kerchief towards the Island ; and, upon

its nearer Approach, I called and shout

ed with the utmost Strength ofmy Voice,

anc} then looking circumspectly, I be

held a Crowd gathered to that Side which

was most in my View. I found by their

pointing towards me, and to each other,

that they plainly discovered me, although

they made: no Return t© my Shouting.

But I could iee four or five Men running

in great Haste up the Stairs to the Top

of the Island, who then disappeared. I

happened rightly to conjecture, that

these were sent for Orders to some Person

in Authority upon this Occasion.

The Number of People increased,

and in lels than half an Hour the Island

was moved and raised in such a Man

ner, that the lowest Gallery appeared in

a Parallel of less than an Hundred Yards

distance
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distance from, the Height where I stood.

I. then put my self into the most suppli

cating Postures, and spoke in the hum

blest Accent, but received no Answer.

Those who stood nearest over-against

me, seemed to be Persons of Distinction,

as I supposed by their Habit. They con

ferred earnestly with each other, looking

often upon me. At length one of them

called out in a clear, pplite, smooth Dia

lect, not unhke in Sound to the Italian i

and therefore I returned an Answer in

that Language, hoping at least that the

Cadence might be more agreeable to

his Ears. . Although neither of us under

stood the other, yet my Meaning was

easily known, for the People saw the

Distress I was in.

They made Signs for me to come

down from the Rock, and go towards the

Shoar, which I accordingly did j and the

flying Island being raised to a conveni

ent Height, the Verge directly over me,

a
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a Chain was let down from the lowest

Gallery, with a Seat fasten'd to the Bot

tom, to which I fixed my self, and was

drawn up by Pullies.

 

CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

The Humours and Dispositions of the

Laputians described. An Account

oftheir Learning. Of the King and

his Court. The Authors Reception

there. The Inhabitants fub\e& to

Fears and Disquietudes. An Account

of the Women.

|T my alighting I was iur-

rounded by a Crowd of

People ; but those who stood

nearest seemed to be of

better Quality. They beheld me with

all the Marks and Circumstances of

Wonder ; neither, indeed, was I much in

their Debr , having never till then seen a

Race of Mortals so singular in their

Shapes,
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Shapes, Habits, and Countenances. Their

Heads were all reclined either to the

Right, or the Left ; one of their Eyes

turned inward, and the other directly up

to the Zenith. Their outward Garments

were adorned with the Figures of Suns,

Moons, and Stars, interwoven with those

of Fiddles^ Flutes, Harps, Trumpets,

Guittars, Harpsicords, and many more

Instruments of Mufick, unknown to us in

Europe. I observed here and there many in

the Habit ofServants, with a blown Blad

der fasten'd like a Flail to the End of a

short Stick, which they carried in their

Hands. In each Bladder was a small

Quantity,of dried Pease, or little Pebbles,

(as I was afterwards informed.) With

these Bladders they now and then flap

ped the Mouths and Ears of those who

stood near them, of which Practice I

could not then conceive the Meaning :

It seems, the Minds of these People are

so taken .up with intense Speculations,

that they neither can speak, nor attend

to the Discourses of others, without be

ing
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ing rouzed by some external Taction

upon the Organs of Speech and Hea

ring; for which Reason, those Persons

who are able to afford it always keep

a Flapper (the Original is Ciimenole) ist

their Family, as one of their Domesticks,

nor ever walk abroad or make Visits

without him. And the Business of this

Officer is, when two or three more

Persons are in Company, gently to strike

with his Bladder the Mouth of him

who is to speak, and the right Ear of

him or them to whom the Speaker

addrefleth himself. This Flapper is like

wise employed diligently to attend his

Master in his Walks, and, upon occasion,

to give him a soft Flap on his Eyes, be

cause he is always so wrapped up in

Cogitation, that he is in manifest Danger

of tailing down every Precipice, and

bouncing his Head against every Post,

and in the Streets of justling others,

or being justled himself into the Ken

nel.

C It

fart III.
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I t was necessary to give the Reader

this Information, without which he

would be at the fame Loss with me, to

understand the Proceedings of these Peo

ple, as they conducted me up the Stairs,

to the Top of the Island, and from

thence to the Royal Palacei While we

were ascending, they forgot several

Times what they Were about, and left

me to my self, till their Memories were

again rouzed by their Flappers ; for

they appeared altogether unmoved by

the Sight of my foreign Habit and

Countenance, and by the Shouts of the

Vulgar, whoseThoughts and Minds were

more disengaged. ,

A t last we enter'd the Palace, and

proceeded into the Chamber of Presence,

where I saw the King seated on his

Throne, attended on each Side by Per

sons of Prime Quality. Before the

Throne, was a large Table filled with

Globes and Spheres, and Mathematical

Instruments of all Kinds. His Majesty

took
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took not the least Notice of us, although

our Entrance was not without suffici

ent Noise, by the Concourse of all Per

sons belonging to the Court. But he

was then deep in a Problem, and we at

tended at least an Hour, before he could

solve it. There stood by him on each

Side, a young Page, with Flaps in their

Hands, and when they saw he was at

Leisure, one of them gently struck his

Mouth, and the other his right Ear,

at which he started like one awaked on

the sudden, and looking towards me,

and the Company I was in, recollected

the Occasion of our coming, whereof he

had been informed before. He ipoke some

Words, whereupon immediately a young

Man with a Flap came up to my Side,

and flapt me gently on the right Ear,

but I made Signs, as well as I could,

that I had no Occasion for such an In

strument., which as I afterwards found

gave his Majesty and the whole Court

a very mean Opinion of my Understand

ing. The King, as far as I could con-

C 2 , jecture,
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jecture, asked me several Questions, and I

addressed my self to him in all the Lan

guages I had. When it was found, that

I could neither understand, nor be un

derstood, I was conducted, by the King's

Order, to an Apartment in his Palace,

(this Prince being distinguished above

all his Predecessors for his Hospitality

to Strangers,) where two Servants were

appointed to attend me. My Dinner

was brought, and four Persons of Qua

lity, whom I remembered to have seen

very near the King's Person, did me the

Honour to dine with me. We had two

Courses, of three Dishes each. In the

first Course there was a Shoulder ofMut

ton, cut into an Æquilateral Triangle, a

Piece of Beef into a Rhomboides, and a

Pudding into a Cycloid. The second

Course was two Ducks, trussed up into

the Form of Fiddles, Sausages and Fud-

dings resembling Flutes and Hautboys,

and a Breast of Veal in the Shape of a

Harp. The Servants cut our Bread into

Cones,
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Cones, Cylinders, Parallelograms., and

several other mathematical Figures.

While we were at Dinner, I

made bold to ask the Names of several

Things in their Language, and those

nobie Persons, by the Assistance of their

Flappersj delighted to give me Answers?

hoping to raise my Admiration of their

great Abilities., if I could be brought to

converse with them. I was soon able to

call for Bread, and Drink, or whatever

else I wanted.

After Dinner my Company with

drew, and a Person was sent to me by the

King's Order, attended by a Flapper. He

brought with him Pen, Ink, ,and Paper,

and three or four Books, giving me to

understand by Signs., that he was sent to

teach me the Language. "We sat together

four Hours, in which Time I wrote down

a great Number of Words in Columns,

with the Translations over against them,

I likewise made a Shift to learn several

C 3 short
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short Sentences. For my Tutor would

order one of my Servants to fetch some

thing, or turn about., to make a Bow.,

to sit, or stand, or walk, and the like-

Then I took down the Sentence in wri

ting. He shewed me also in one of his

Books, the Figures of the Sun, Moon,

and Stars, the Zodiack, the Tropics, and

Polar Circles, together with the Deno

minations of many Figures of Planes

and Solids. He gave me the Names

and Descriptions of all the musical In

struments., and the general Terms of

Art in playing on each of them. After

he had left me I placed all my Words

with their Interpretations in Alphabe

tical Order. And thus in a few Days,

by the help of a very faithful Memory,

I got some Insight into their Language.

The Word, which I interpret the

* Flying or Floating Island, is in the Ori

ginal Lafuta, whereof I could never

learn the true Etymology. Lap in the

old obsolete Language signifieth High,

and

i i

• ' i

i
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and Vntuh a Governor, from which, they

say, by Corruption was derived Laputa

from Lapuntuh. But I do not approve

of this Derivation, which seems to be a

little strained. I ventured to offer to the

Learned among them a Conjecture of

my own, that Laputa was quasi Lap

outed. Lap signifying properly the Dan

cing of the Sun-Beams in the Sea, and

outed a Wing which, however, I shall

not obtrude, but submit to the judicious

Reader. .'. *

Those to whom the King had en

trusted me, observing how ill I was clad

ordered a Taylor to come next Morning

and take my Measure for a Suit ofClothes.

This Operator did his Office after a dif

ferent manner from those of his Trade

in Europe. He fir^ took my Altitude

by a Quadrant, and then with Rule and

Compasses, described the Dimensions and

Out-lines of my whole Body, all which

he enterM upon Paper, and in six Days

brought my Clothes very ill made, and

C 4 quite
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quite out of shape, by happening to

mistake a Figure in the Calculation. But

my Comfort was, that I observed such

Accidents very frequent, and little re

garded.

During my Confinement for want

of Clothes, and by an Indisposition that

held me some Days longer, I much en

larged my Dictionary ; and when I went

next to Court, was able to understand

many Things the King spoke, and to re

turn him some kind of Answers. His

Majesty had given Orders that the

Island should move North-East and by

East, to the Vertical Point over Lagado^

the Metropolis of the whole Kingdom

below upon the firm Earth. It was a-

bout ninety Leagues distant, and our

Voyage lasted four Days and an half.

I was not in the least sensible of the

progressive Motion made in the Air by

the Island, ' On the second Morning,

about- Eleven a-Clock, the King himlelf

in Person, attended by his Nobility,

t. Courtiers,
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Courtiersj and Officers, having pre

pared all their musical Instruments,

played on them for three Hours with

out Intermission, so that I was quite

stunned with the Noise ; neither could I

possibly guess the Meaning till my Tutor

informed me. He said that the People

of their Island had their Ears adapted to

hear the Musick of the Spheres., which

always played at certain Periods, and

the Court was now prepared to bear

their Part in what ever Instrument they

most excelled.

I n our Journey towards Lagado the

capital City, his Majesty ordered that the

Island should stop over certain Towns

and Villages., from whence he might re

ceive the Petitions of his Subjects, And to

this Purpose several Packthreads were let

down with small Weights at the Bottom.

On these Packthreads the People strung

their Petitions, which mounted up di

rectly like the Scraps of Paper fastned by

School-Boys at the End of the String

that
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that holds their Kite. Sometimes we

received Wine and Victuals from below>

which were drawn up by Pullies.

The Knowledge I had in Mathema-

tieks gave me great Assistance in ac

quiring their Phraseology., which de

pended much upon that Science and

Mustek ; and in the latter I was not

unskilled. Their Ideas are perpetually

conversant in Lines and Figures. If they

would., for Example, praise the Beauty

of a Woman, or any other Animal, they

describe it by Rhombs, Circles, Paral

lelograms, Ellipses, and other Geometri

cal Terms, or by Words of Art drawn

from Mustek, needless here to repeat.

I observed in the King's Kitchen all

Sorts of mathematical and musical In

struments, after the Figures of which

they cut up the Joints that were served

to his Majesty's Table.

Their Houses are very ill built,

the Walls bevil, without one Right

Angle



to LAPUTA, isfc. 27

Angle in any Apartment ; and this De

fect ariseth from the Contempt they

bear to practical Geometry , which

they despise, as Vulgar and Mechanick,

those Instructions they give being too re

fined for the Intellectuals of their Work

men ; which occasions perpetual Mistakes.

And although they are dextrous enough

upon a Piece of Paper in the Manage

ment of the Rule, the Pencil, and the

Divider, yet in the common Actions and

Behaviour of Life, I have not seen a

more clumsy, awkward, and unhandy

People, nor so stow and perplexed in

their Conceptions upon all other Sub

jects, except those of Mathematicks and

Musick. They are very bad Reasoners,

and vehemently given to Opposition,

unless when they happen to be of the

right Opinion, which is seldom their

Case. Imagination, Fancy., and Inven

tion, they are wholly Strangers to,

nor have any Words in their Language

by which those Ideas can be expressed;

the whole Compass of their Thoughts

and
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and Mind being shut up within the two

forementioned Sciences.

Most of them, and especially those

who deal in the Astronomical Part, have

great Faith in judicial Astrology, al

though they are ashamed to own it

publickly. But what I chiefly admired,

and thought altogether unaccountable,

was the strong Disposition I observed in

them towards News and Politicks, per

petually enquiring into publick Affairs,

giving their Judgments in Matters of

' 'State, and passionately disputing every

Inch of a Party Opinion. I have indeed

observed the same Disposition among

most of the Mathematicians I have

known in Europe, although I could never

discover the least Analogy between the

two Sciences, unless those People sup

pose, that because the smallest Circle*

hath as many Degrees as the largest,

therefore the Regulation and Manage

ment of the World require no more

Abilities than the handling .and turn-
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ing of a Globe. But, I rather take

this Quality to spring from a very com

mon Infirmity of human Nature,' in

clining us to be more curious and con

ceited in Matters where we have least

Concern, and for which we are least

adapted either by Study or Nature.

These People are under continual

Disquietudes, never enjoying a Minute's

Peace of Mind ; and their Disturbances

proceed from Causes which very little

affect the rest of Mortals. Their Appre

hensions arise from several Changes they

dread in the celestial Bodies. For In

stance; That the Earth by the continual

Approaches of the Sun towards it, must

in Course of Time be absorbed or swal

lowed up. That the Face of the Sun

will, by degrees, be encrusted with its

own Effluvia, and give no more Light

to the World. That the Earth very

narrowly escaped a Brush from the Tail

of the last Comet, which would have

infallibly reduced it to Ashes ; and that
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the next, which they have calculated

for one and thirty Years hence, will

probably destroy us. For, if in its Pe

rihelion it should approach within a

certain Degree of the Sun, (as by their

Calculations they have Reason to dread,

it will conceive a Degree of Heat ten

thousand times more intense than that

of red-hot glowing Iron ; and in its

Absence from the Sun, carry a blazing

Tail ten hundred thousand and fourteen

Miles long ; through which, if the Earth

should pass at the Distance of one hun

dred thousand Miles from the Nucleus

or main Body of the Comet, it must in

its Passage be set on fire, and reduced

to Ashes. That the Sun daily spending

its Rays without any Nutriment to sup

ply them, will at last be wholly con

sumed and annihilated ; which must be

attended with the Destruction of this

Earth, and of all the Planets that re

ceive their Light from it.

They
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They are Ib perpetually alarmed

with the Apprehensions of these and

the like impending Dangers, that they

can neither deep quietly in their Beds,

nor have any Relish for the common

Pleasures or Amusements of Life. When

they meet an Acquaintance in the Morn

ing, the first Question is about the Sun's

Health, how he looked at his Setting

and Rising, and what Hopes they have

to avoid the Stroke of the approaching

Comet. This Conversation they are apt

to run into with the same Temper that

Boys discover, in delighting to hear ter

rible Stories of Spirits and Hobgoblins,

which they greedily listen to, and dare

not go to Bed for fear.

The Women of the Island have

Abundance of Vivacity ; they contemn

their Husbands, and are exceedingly

fond of Strangers, whereof there is al

ways a considerable Number from the

Continent below, attending at Court,

either upon Affairs of the several Towns

and
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and Corporations, or their own particular

Occasions, but are much despised, be

cause they want the same Endowments.

Among these the Ladies chuse their Gal

lants: But the Vexation is, that they

act with top much Ease and Security,

for the Husband is always so wrapt in

Speculation, that the Mistress and Lover

may proceed to the greatest Familiarities

before his Face, if he be but provided

with Paper and Implements, and with

out his Flapper at his Side.

The Wives and Daughters lament

their Confinement to the Island, although

I think it the most delicious Spot of

Ground in the World ; and although

they live here in the greatest Plenty and

Magnificence, and are allowed to do

whatever they please, they long to see

the World, and take the Diversions of

the Metropolis, which they are not al

lowed to do without a particular Licence

from the King ; and this is not easy to

be obtained, because the People of Qua

lity
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lity have found, by frequent Experience,

how hard it is to persuade their Wo

men to return from below. I was told

that a great Court-Lady, who had several

Children, is married to the Prime

Minister, the richest Subject: in the

Kingdom, a very graceful Person, ex

tremely fond of her, and lives in the

finest Palace of the Illand, went down

to Lagado, on the Pretence of Health,

there hid her self for several Months,

till the King sent a Warrant to search

for her, and she was found in an ob-

seure Eating-house all in Rags, having

pawned her Clothes to maintain an old

deformed Footman, who beat her every

Day, and in whose Company she was

taken much against her Will. And al

though her Husband received her with

all possible Kindness, and without the

least Reproach, she soon after contrived

to steal down again, with all her Jewels,

to the fame Gallant, and hath not been

heard of since.

Part III. D This
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This may, perhaps, pass with the

Reader rather for an European or Engm

. li/b Story, than for one of a Country

so remote : But he may please to con

sider, that the Caprices of Womenkind

are not limited by any Climate or

Nation, and that they are much more

uniform than can be easily imagined.

I n about a Month's Time I had made

a tolerable Proficiency in their Lan

guage, and was able to answer most of

the King's Questions, when I had the

Honour to attend him. His Majesty

discovered not the least Curiosity to en*

quire into the Laws, Government,

History, Religion, or Manners of the

Countries where I had heen,, but con

fined his Questions to the State of Ma.

thematicks, anc}; received the Account

I gave himj with great Contempt and

Indifference, though often rouzed by

his Flayer on each Side.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

A Phenomenon solved, by modern Phi

losophy and Astronomy. The La-

putians great Improvements in the

latter. The King's Method of sup*

pressing Insurrections.

jBSSI Desired leave of this Prince to

W t Ml see the Curiosities of the Island)

jreSBlB which he was graciously plea

sed to grant, and ordered my Tutor to

attend me. I chiefly wanted to know

to what Cause in Art, or in Nature, it

owed its several Motions, whereof I

will now give a Philosophical Account

to the Reader.

The Flying or Floating Island is

exactly circular, its Diameter 7837

Yards, or about four Miles and an

D 2 , half,
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half, and consequently contains ten

thousand Acres. It is three hundred

Yards thick. The Bottom or under

Surface, which appears to those who

view it from below, is one even regu

lar Plate of Adamant, shooting up to

the Height of about two hundred Yards.

Above it lie the several Minerals. in

their usual Order, and over all is a Coat

of. rich Mould ten or twelve Foot deep.

This Declivity of the upper Surface, from

the Circumference to the Center, is the

natural Cause why all the Dews and

llains which fall upon the Island, are

conveyed in small Rivulets towards the

Middle, where they arc emptied into

four large Basons, each of about half

a Mile in Circuit, and two hundred

Yards distant from the Center. From

these Basons the Water is continually

exhaled by the Sun in the Day-time,

which effectually prevents their over

flowing. Besides, as it is in the Power

of the Monarch to raise die Ifland

above the Region of Clouds and Va-

. pours,
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pours, he can prevent the falling of Dews

and Rains when ever he pleases: For

the highest Clouds cannot rife above

two Miles, as Naturalists agree, at least

they were never known to do in that

Country.

A t the Center of the Island there is

a Chasm about fifty Yards in Diameter,

from whence the Astronomers deseend

into a large Dome, which is therefore

called Flandona Gagno/e, or the Astrono

mers Cave, situated at the Depth of a

hundred Yards beneath the upper Sur

face of the Adamant. In this Cave are

twenty Lamps continually burning,

which from the Reflection of the Ada

mant cast a strong Light into every Part.

The Place is stored with great Variety

ofSextants, Quadrants, Telescopes, Astro

labes, and other Astronomical Instru

ments. But the greatest Curiosity, upon

which the Fate of the Island depends,

is a Load-stone of a prodigious Size., in

Shape resembling a Weaver* Shuttle. It

D 3 «
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is in Length six Yards, and in the thick

est: Part at least three Yards over. This

Magnet is sustained by a very strong

Axle of Adamant passing through its

Middle , upon which it plays, and - is

poized so exactly, that the weakest

Hand can turn it. It is hooped round

with an hollow Cylinder of Adamant,

four Foot deep, as many thick, and

twelve Yards in Diameter, placed Hori

zontally, and supported by eight Ada

mantine Feet, each six Yards high. In

the middle of the Concave Side there is

•a Groove twelve Inches" deep, in which

the Extremities of the Axle are lodged,

and turned round as therr is Occasion.

The Srone cannot be moved from

its Place by. any Force, because the

Hoop and its Feet are one continued

Piece with that Body/' of : Adamant,

which constitutes the SottoSi of the

Island. . •_.;< ;j :!i
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B y Means of this Load-stone, the

Island is made to rife and fall, and move

from one Place to another. For, with

Respect: to that Part of the Earth over

which the Monarch presides, the Stone

is endued at one of its Sides with an at

tractive Power, and at the other with a

repulsive. Upon placing the Magnet

erect with its attracting End towards

the Earth, the Island descends ; but when

the repelling Extremity points down

wards, the Island mounts directly up

wards. When the Position of the Stone

is oblique, the Motion of the Island is

so too. For in this Magnet the Forces

always act in Lines parallel to its Di

rection.

By this oblique Motion the Island

is conveyed to different Parts of the Mo

narch's Dominions. To explain the

manner of its Progress, let A B repre

sent a Line drawn cross the Dominions

of Balnibarbi) let the Line c d represent

D 4 the
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the Load-stone, of which let d be the re

pelling End, and c the attracting End ;

the Island being over C, let the Stone be

placed in the Position c d, with its repel

ling End downwards, then the Island

will be driven upwards obliquely towards

D. When it is arrived at 2), let the

Stone be turned upon its Axle till its at

tracting End points towards E, and then

the Island will be carried obliquely to

wards E ; where, if the Stone be again

turned upon its Axle till it stands in the

Position E Fj with its repelling Point

downwards, the Island will rife obliquely

towardsF; where, by directing the attrac

ting End towards G, the Island may be

carried to Cr_, and from G to Ht by

turning the Stone, so as to make its re

pelling Extremity point directly down

wards. And thus by changing the Si

tuation of the Stone as often as there

is Occasion, the Island is made to rife

and fall by Turns in an oblique Direction ;

and by those alternate Risings and Fal

lings (the Obliquity being not considera-
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ble) is conveyed from one Part of the

Dominions to the other.

«.

But it must be observed, that this

Island cannot move beyond the Extent

of the Dominions below, nor can it

rife above the Height of four Miles. For

which the Astronomers (who have writ

ten large Systems concerning the Stone)

assign the following Reason; That the

magnetick Virtue does not extend be

yond the r Distance of four Miles, and

that the Mineral which acts upon the

Stone in the Bowels of the Earth, and

in the Sea about six Leagues distant

from the Shoar, is not diffused through

the whole Globe, but terminated with

the Limits of the King's Dominions ;

and it was ealy from the great Advan

tage of such a superior Situation, for a

Prince to bring under his Obedience

whatever Country lay within the At

traction of tjrat Magnet.

When
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When the Stone is put parallel to the

Plane of the Horizon, the Ifland stand-

cth still } for in that Case; the Extremi

ties of it being at equal Distance from

the Earth, act: with equal Force, the

t>ae in drawing downwards, the other ist

pushing upwards, and consequently no

Motion can ensue.
r •

Tit i s Load-stone is sunder the Care of

certain Astronomers, who from Time to

'Time give it such Positions as the Mo

narch directs. They spend the greatest

Pait of their Lives in observing the

Celestial bodies, which they do by the

Assistance of Glasses far excelling ours

in Goodness. For this Advantage hath

enabled them to extend the Discoveries

much farther than our Astronomers in

Europe ; for they have made a Catalogue

of ten thousand fixed Stars ; whereas the

largest of ours do not contain above One

third Part of that Number. They have

likewise discovered two lesser Stars, or

Satellites^
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Satellites, which revolve about Mars,

•whereof the innermost is distant from

the Center of the primary Planet exactly

three of his Diameters, and the outer

most rive; the former revolves in the

Space of ten Hours, and the latter in

twenty one and an half; Ib that the

Squares of their periodical Times are

very near in the fame Proportion with

the Cubes of their Distance from the

Center of Mars, which evidently shews

them to be governed by the fame Law

of Gravitation, that influences the other

Heavenly Bodies.

' . * .
*

r ' The .y have observed ninety three

different Comets, and settled their Pe

riods with great Exactness. If this be

true, (and they affirm it with, great

Confidence,) it is much to be wished

that their Observations were made

ipublick, whereby the Theory of Comets,

which at present is very lame and de

fective, might be brought to the fame

Per
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Perfection with other Parts of Astro

nomy. , ,

T h e King would be the most abso

lutePrince in the Universe, if he could but

prevail on a Ministry to join with him ;

but these having their Estates below on

the Continent,, and considering that the

Office of .a Favourite hath a . very un

certain Tenure, would .never consent to

the enslaving their Country.'', i .

' I . . ! i" '•• ,1F! " ' 1 • - '-! •

I f any Town should engage in Re

bellion or Mutiny,, fall into violent

Factions, or refuse to pay the usual

Tribute, the King hath two Methods

of reducing them to Obedience. The

first and the mildest Course is by keeping

the Island hovering over such a Town,

and the Lands about it, whereby he can

deprive them of the Benesit of the Sun

and the Rain, and consequently afflict

the Inhabitants with Death and Dis

eases. And if the Crime deserve it, they

are at the same Time pelted from above

with /
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with great Stones, against which they

have no Defence but by creeping into

Cellars or Caves, while the Roofs of

their Houses are beaten to Pieces. But

if they still continue obstinate, or offer

to raise Insurrections, he proceeds to

the last Remedy, by letting the Island

drop directly upon their Heads, which

makes a universal Destruction both of

Houses and Men. However, this is an

Extremity to which the Prince is seldom

driven, neither indeed is he willing to

put it in Execution, nor dare his Mini

sters advise him to an Action, which, as

it would render them odious to the

People, so it would be a great Damage to

their own Estates, which lie all below,

for the Island is the King's Demesn.

But there is still indeed a more

weighty Reason, why the Kings of this

Country have been always averse from

executing so terrible an Action, unless

upon the utmost Necessity. For if the

Town intended to be destroyed should

have
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have in it any tall Rocks, as it generally

fells out in the larger Cities, a Situation

probably chosen at first with a View to

prevent such a Catastrophe j or if it

abound in high Spires or Pillars of

Stone, a sudden Fall might endanger the

Bottom or Under-surfaee of the Island,

which, although it consists, as I have laid,

ofone entire Adamant two hundred Yards

thick, might happen to crack by too

great a Choque, or burst by approach

ing too near the Fires from the Houses

below, as the Backs both of Iron and

Stone will often do in our Chimneys.

Of all this the People are well apprized,

and understand how far to carry their

Obstinacy, where their Liberty or Pro

perty is concerned. And the King, when

he is highest provoked, and most determi

ned to pvess a City to Rubbish, orders

the Iiland to descend with great Gentle

ness, out of a Pretence of Tenderness

to his People, but indeed for fear of

breaking the Adamantine Bottom ; in

which Cafe, it is the Opinion of all their

Phi-
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Philosophers, that the Load-stone could

no longer hold it up, and the whole Mass .

would fall to the Ground.

By a fundamental Law of this Realm,

neither the King, nor either of his two

elder Sons, are permitted to leave the

Ifland ; nor the Queen, till she is past

Child-bearing.
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CHAP. IV. -

The Author leaves Laputa, is conveyed

to Balnibarbi, arrives at the Me

tropolis. A Description of the Me

tropolis, and the Country adjoining.

The Author hospitably received by a

great Lord. His Conversation with

that Lord.

LTHOUGH I cannot say

that I was ill-treated in this

Ifland, yet I must confess I

thought my self too much

neglected, not without some Degree of

Contempt. For neither Prince nor Peo

ple appeared to be curious in any Part

of Knowledge, except Mathematicks and

Mustek, wherein I was far their Inferior,

and upon that Account very little re

garded.

On
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0 n the other Side, after having seeiti

all the Curiosities oi the Island, I was

very desirous to leave it, being heartily

weary of those People. They were in*

deed excellent for two Sciences for which

I have great Esteem, and wherein I am

not unversed - but at the same Time, so

abstracted and involved in Speculation,

that I never met with such disagreeable

Companions. I convers'd only wish

Women, Tradesmen, Flappers, and

Court-Pages, during two Months of my

Abode here, by which, at last, I render'd

my self extremely contemptible ; yet these

were the only People from whom I could

ever receive a reasonable Answer. ,

1 had obtained, by hard Study, a good

Degree of Knowledge in their Lan

guage *, I was weary of being confined

to an Island where I received so little

Countenance, and resolved to leave it

with the first Opportunity.

There was a great Lord at Court,

nearly related to the King, and for that

Part III. E Reason
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Reason alone used with Respect. He

was universally reckoned the most ig

norant and stupid Person among them.

He had performed many eminent Ser

vices for the Crown, had great natural

and acquired Parts, adorned with In

tegrity and Honour, but so ill an Ear

for Musick, that his Detractors reported

he had been often known to beat Time

in the wrong Place ; neither could his

Tutors, without extreme Difficulty,teach

him to demonstrate the most easy Pro

position in the Mathematicks. He was

pleased to shew me many Marks of

Favour, often did me the Honour of a

Visit, desired to be informed in the

Affairs of Europe, the Lav/s and Customs,

the Manners and Learning, of the several

Countries where I had travelled. He

listned to me with great Attention, and

made very wise Observations on all I

spoke. He had two Flapsers attending

him for State but. never made use of

them except at Court, and in Visits of

Ceremony, and would always command

'.' them
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them to Withdraw when we were alone

I intreated this illustrious Person to

intercede in my Behalf with his Majesty

for Leave to departs which he accord

ingly did, as he was pleased to tell me>

with Regfet : For, indeed he had made

me several Offers "very advantageous,

which however I refused with Expressions

of the highest Acknowledgment.

O n the 1 6th Day of February I took

Leave of his Majesty and the Courts The

King made me a Present to the Value of

about two hundred Pounds English, and

my Protector"his Kinsman as much more,

together with a Letter of Recommen

dation to a Friend of his in Lagado, the

Metropolis : The Island, being then ho

vering over, a Mountain about two

Miles from it, I was let down from

the lowest Gallery, in the fame man

ner as I had been taken up*

together
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The Continent, as far as it is sub

ject to the Monarch of the Flying IJland7

passes under the general Name of BaL

nibarbtj and the Metropolis, as I laid

before, is called Lagado. I felt some

little Satisfaction in finding my self on

firm Ground, t walked to the City

without any Concern being' clad like

one of the Natives, and suffic'ently in

structed to converse with them. I soon

found out the Person's House to whom

I was recommended, presented my Let

ter from his Friend the Grandee in the

Island., and was received with much

Kindness. ThisgreatLord,whoseName

Was Muriodi, ordered me an Apartment

in his own House, where I continued

during my Stay, and was . entertained

In, a" most hospitable Manner. _

The next Morning after my Arri

val, he took me in his Chariot to fee the

Town, which is about half the Bigness

of Louden , but the Houses very strangely

built, and most of them out Of Repair.

The
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The People in the Streets walked fast,

looked wild, their Eyes fixed, and were

generally in Rags. "We passed through

one of the Town-Gates, and went about

three Miles into the Country, where I

law many Labourers working with se-

. veral sorts of Tools in the Ground, but

was not aWe to conjecture what they

were about ; neither did I observe any

Expectation either of Corn or Grass, al

though the Soil appeared to be excellent.

I could not forbear admiring at these

odd Appearances both in Town and

Country, and I made bold to desire my

Conductor, that he would be pleased

to explain to me what could be meant

by so many busy Heads, Hands, and

Faces, both in the Streets and the Fields,

because I did not discover any good

Effects they produced ; but on the con

trary, I never knew a Soil so unhappily

cultivated, Houses so ill contrived, and

so ruinous, or a People whose Counte

nances and Habit exprefled so much

Misery and Want.

E 3 This
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This Lord Munod't was a Person of

the first Rank, and had been some Years

Governor of Lagado \ but by a Cabal of

Ministers was discharged for Insuffici

ency. However, the King treated him

with Tenderness,- as a well-meaning

Man, but of a low contemptible Under-

handing.

When J. gave that free Censure of

the Country, and its Inhabitants, he made

,no further Answer than by telling me,

^,th.at I had not been long enough a-

;'mong them to form a Judgment; and

.that the different Nations of the World

,had different Customs, with other com-

"mon Topicks to the fame Purpose, But

when we returned . to his Palace, he

asked me, how I liked the Building,

. what Absurdities I observed, .and what

Quarrel I had with the, Eftess and Looks

of his Dornestick-s, This he might safely

do, because every Thing, about him was

magnificent, regular, and' polite. I an-

. ' swed,
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fwered, that his Excellency's Prudence^

Quality, and Fortune, had exempted

him from those Defects which Folly and

Beggary had produced in others. He

said, if I would go with him to his

Country House about twenty Miles

distant, where his Estate lay, there

would be more Leisure fpr this kind of

Conversation. I told his Excellency that

I was entirely a,t his Disposal ; and ac

cordingly we let out next Morning.

During our Journey, he made me

observe the several Methods used by

Farmers in managing their Lands, which

tome were wholly unaccountable; for,

except in some very few Places, I could

not discover one Ear of Corn or Blade

of Graft. But, in three Hours travel

ling, the Scene was wholly altered ; we

came into a most beautiful Country ;

Farmers Houses at small Distances, neat

ly built; the Fields enclosed, containing

Vineyards, Corn-grounds and Meadows.

Neither do I remember to have seen a

E 4 more
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more delightful Prospect. His Excellen

cy* observed my Countenance to clear

up ; he told me, with a Sigh, that there

his Estate began., and would ' continue

the fame till we should come to his

House; that his Countrymen ridicul'd

and despis'd him for managing his Affairs

no better, and for seiting so ill an Ex

ample to the Kingdom, which however

was followed by very few, such as were

old, and wilful, and weak, like himself.

"We came at length to the House;

which was indeed a noble Structure,

built according to the best Rules of An

cient Architecture. The Fountains,

Gardens, Walks, Avenues, and Groves,

were all disposed with exact Judgment

and Taste. ' I gave due Praises to every

Thing I saw ; whereof his Excellency

took not the least Notice till after Sup

per, when, there being no third Com

panion, he told me with a very melan

choly Air, that he doubted he must

throw down his Houses in Town and

Couijtry, i
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Country, to rebuild them after the present

Mode, destroy all his Plantations, and

cast others in such a Form as modern

Usage required, and give the some Di

rections to all his Tenants, unless he

would submit to incur the Censure of

Pride* Singularity, Affectation, Igno

rance, Caprice., and perhaps increase

his Majesty's Displeasure.

That the Admiration I appeared

to be under, would cease or diminish,

when he had informed me of some Par

ticulars which, probably, I never heard

of at Court, the People there being too

much taken up in their own Specula

tions, to have Regard to what passed

here below.

The Sum of his Discourse was to this

Effect. That about forty Years ago.,

certain Persons went up to Laputa, ei

ther upon Business or Diversion, and af

ter five Months Continuance, came back

with a very little Smattering in Mathe-

maticks,
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maticfcs, but full of Volatile Spirits ac

quired in that airy Region. That these

Persons upon their Return began- to

dislike the Management of every Thing

below, and fell into Schemes of putting

all Arts, Sciences, Languages, and Me-

chanicks upon a new Foot. To this

End, they procured a Royal Patent for

erecting an Academy of Projectors

in Lagado ; and the Humour prevailed

so strongly among the People, that there

is not a Town of any Consequence in

the Kingdom without such an Academy.

In these Colleges, the' Professors con

trive new Rules and Methods of Agri^

culture and Building, and new Instru

ments and Tools for all Trades and

Manufactures, whereby, as they under

take, one Man shall do the Work of

ten ; a Palace may Be bush in a Week,

of Materials so dupable as to last for

ever, without repairing all the Fruits

of the Earth shall come to Maturity at

whatever Season we think fit to chuse,

and increase an hundred Fold more than

they
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they do at present, with innumerable

other happy Proposals. The only In

convenience is, that none of these Pro

jects are yet brought to Perfection, and

in the mean time the whole Country

lies miserably waste, the Houses 'in

Ruins, and the People without Food or

Clothes. By all which, instead of being

discouraged, they are fifty times more

violently bent upon prosecuting their

Schemes, driven equally on by Hope

and Despair : That as for himself, being

not of an enterprizing Spirit, he was

content to go on in the old Forms, to

live in the Houses his Ancestors had

built, and act as they did in every Part

of Life without Innovation : That, some

few other Persons ofQuality and Gentry

had done the fame, but were looked

on with an Eye of ;Contempt and ill

Will, as Enemies to Art, ignorant and

ill Commonwealthsmen, preferring their

own Ease and Sloth before the general

Improvement of their Country.

Hrs
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H i s Lordship added, that he would

not by any further Particulars prevent the

Pleasure I should certainly take in view

ing the Grand Academy, whither he

was resolved I should go. He only de-

fired me to observe a ruined Building

upon the Side of a Mountain about three

Miles distant, of which he gave me

this Account : That he had a very con

venient Mill, within half a Mile of his

House, turned by a Current from a large

River, and sufficient for his own Family,

as well as a great Number of his Tenants :

That, about seven Years ago, a Club

of those Projectors came to him with

Proposals to destroy this Mill, and

build another on the Side, of that

Mountain, on the long Ridge whereof

a long Canal must be cut for a Reposi

tory of Water, to be conveyed up by

Pipes and Engines to supply the Mill:

Because the Wind and Air upon a Height

agitated the Water, and thereby made

it fitter for Motion: And because the

Water descending down a Declivity,

would turn the Mill with .half the Cur

rent
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rent of a River whose Course is more

upon a Level. He fiud, that being then

not . very well with the Courts and

pressed by many of his Friends, he com

plied with the Proposal j and, after em

ploying an hundred Men for two Years,

the Work miscarried, the Projectors

went off, laying the Blame entirely upon

him, railing at him ever since, and put

ting others upon the lame Experiment,

with equal Assurance of Success, as well

as equal Disappointment.

In a few Days we came back to

Town, and his Excellency, considering

the bad Character he had in the Aca

demy, would not go with me himself,

but recommended me to a Friend of his

to.bear me Company thither. My Lord

was pleased to represent me as a great

Admirer of Projects, and a Person of

much Curiosity and easy Belief ; which,

indeed, was not without Truth, for I

had my self been a fort of a Projector in

my younger Days.
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. »

 

The Author permitted to fee the Grand

Academy of Lagado. The Academy

largely described, 1he Arts wherein

the Professors employ themselves.

HIS Academy is not an en

tire single Building, but a

I Continuation of several Hou

ses on both Sides of a Street., which

growing waste was purchased and appli

ed to that Use. : I .- . ,

I w a s received very kindly by the

Warden, and' went for many Days t*>

the Academy. Every Room hath in It

one or more Projectors, and I believe I

could not be in fewer than tive Hundred

Rooms.

The



to LAPUTA,^. 63

The first Man I saw was of a mea

ger Aspect, with sooty Hands and Face,

his Hair and Beard long, ragged and

singed in several Places : His Clothes,

Shirt, and Skin, were all of the fame

Colour. He had been eight Years upon

a Project: for extracting Sun-Beams our.

of Cucumbers, which wer.© to be put

into Vials hermetically sealed, and let

out to warm the Air in raw inclement

Summers. He told me, he did not

doubt in eight Years more, he should

be able to supply the Governor's Garden^

with Sun-shine at a reasonable Rate}

but he complained that his Stock was

low, and entreated me to give him

something as an Encouragement to In

genuity, especially since this had been

ai'very dear Season for Cucumbers. I

made him a small Present, for my Lord

had furnished me with Money on pur

pose , because he knew their Practice

of begging from all who go to see

them.

I
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I went into another Chamber, but

was ready to hasten back, being almost

overcome with a horrible Stink. My

Conductor pressed me forward, conju

ring me, in a Whisper, to give no Offence,

which would be highly resented, and

therefore I durst not so much as stop

my Nose. The Projector of this Cell

was the most ancient Student of the

Academy : His Face and Beard were of

a pale Yellow ; his Hands and Clothes

dawbed over with Filth. When I was

presented to him., he gave me a very

close Embrace, (a Compliment I could

well have excused.) His Employment

from his first coming into the Academy^

was an Operation to reduce human Ex

crement to its original Food, by sepa

rating the several Parts, removing the

Tincture which it receives from the

Gall, making the Odour exhale, and

scumming off the Saliva. He had a

weekly Allowance from the Society, of

a Vessel filled with Human Ordure about

the Bigness of a Bristol Barrel.

I
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I saw another at work to calcine Ice

into Gun-Powder, who likewise shewed

me a Treatise he had written concern

ing the Malleability of Fire, which he

intended to publish.

There was a most ingenious Archi

tect who had contrived a new Method

for building Houses, by beginning at the

Roof and working downwards to the

Foundation, which he justified to me by

the like Practice of those two prudent

Insects the Bee and the Spider.

There was a Man born blind, who

had several Apprentices in his own Con

dition : Their Employment was to mix

Colours for Painters, which their Master

taught them to distinguish by feeling and

smelling. It was indeed my Misfortune

to find them at that time not very per

fect in their Lessons, and the Professor

himself happened to be generally mista

ken : This Artist is much encouraged and

esteemed by the whole Fraternity.

Part III. F In
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In another Apartment I was highly

pleased with a Projector, who had

found a Device of Plowing the Ground

with Hogs, to save the Charges of

Plows, Cattle and Labour. The Me

thod is this. In an Acre of Ground you

bury at fix Inches distance, and eight

deep, a quantity of Acorns, Dates,

Chesnuts, and other Maste or Vegetables

whereofthese Animals are fondest: then

you drive six hundred or more of them

into the Field, where in a few Daysthey

will root up the whole Ground in search

of their Food, and make it fit for Sow

ing, at the fame time manuring it with

their Dung ; it is true upon Experiment

they found the Charge and Trouble

very great, and they had little or no

Crop. However, it is not doubted

that this Invention may be capable of

great Improvement.

I went into another Room, where the

Walls and Ceiling were all hung round

with Cobwebs, except a narrow Passage

for
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for the Artist to gp in and out. At

my Entrance he called aloud to me not to

disturb his Webs, He lamented the fatal

Mistake the World had been so long in

of using Silk-Worms, while we had such

plenty of Domestick Insects, who infi

nitely excelled the former, because they

understood how to weave as well as

spin. And he proposed farther, that by

employing Spiders, the Charge of dying

Silks should be wholly saved, whereof I

was fully convinced when he Ihewed me

a vast number of Flies most beautifully

coloured, wherewith he fed his Spiders^

assuring us, that the Webs would take a

Tincture from them ; and as he had them

of all Hues, he hoped to fit every body's

Fancy, as soon as he could find proper?

Food for the Flys of certain Gums, Oyls,

and other glutinous Matter to give

a Strength and Consistence to the

^Threads.

There was art Astronomer who had

undertaken to place a Sun-Dial upon

F 2 t^2



6Z i VOYAGE

the great Weather -cock on the Town-

House by adjusting the annual and di**

urnal Motions of the Earth and Swv so

as to answer and coincide with all acci

dental Turnings by the Wind.

I was complaining of a small Fit of

the Cholick, upon which my Conductor

led me into a Rodm, where a great Phy

sician resided, who was famous for cu

ring that Disease by contrary Operations

from the fame Instrument. He had a

large pair of Bellows with a long slender

Muzzle of Ivory. This he conveyed

eight Inches up the Anus, and drawing

in the Wind, he affirmed he could make

the Guts as lank as a dried Bladder. But

when the Disease was more stubborn and

violent, he let in the Muzzle while the

Bellows were full of Wind, which he

discharged into the Body of the Patient,

then withdrew the Instrument to re

plenish it, clapping his Thumb strongly

against the Orifice of the Fundament ;

and this being repeated three or four

times,
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times, the adventitious Wind would rush

out, bringing the noxious along with it

(like Water put into a Pump,) and the

Patient recover. I law him try both

Experiments upon a Dog, but could not

discern any Effect from the former. Af

ter the latter, the Animal was ready to

burst, and made so violent a Discharge,

as was very offensive to me and my

Companions. The Dog died on the

Spot, and we left the Doctor endea

vouring to recover him by the fame Ope

ration.

I visited many other Apartments, but

stall not trouble my Reader with all the

Curiosities I observed, being studious of

Brevity,

I had hitherto seen only one side of

the Academy, the other being appropri

ated to the Advancers of speculative

Learning, of whom I shall say some?

thing when I have mentioned one illur

ftrious Person more, who is called among

F 3 tbm
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shew the universal Artist. He told us he 1

had been thirty Years employing his

Thoughts for the Improvement of hu

man Life. He had two large Rooms

full of wonderful Curiosities, and fifty

Men at work. Some were condensing

Air into a dry tangible Substance, by ex

tracting the Nitre, and letting the Aque

ous or fluid Particles percolate ; others

softening Marble for Pillows and Pin

cushions ; others petrifying the Hoofs of

a Hying Horse to preserve them from

foundring. The Artist himself was at

that time busy upon two great Designs ;

the first to sow Land with Chaff, where

in he affirmed the true seminal Virtue to

be contained, as he demonstrated by se

veral Experiments which I was not

skilful enough to comprehend. The Oi

fher was, by a certain Composition of

(Gumsj Minerals, and Vegetables out

wardly applied, to prevent the Growth

of Wool upon two young Lambs ; and

be hoped in a reasonable time to pro

pagate {he Breed of naked Sheep all over

the Kingdom. - "W e
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W e crossed a Walk to the other part

of the Academy, where, as I have

already said, the Projector in speculative

Learning resided.

The first Professor I saw was in a

very large Room, with forty Pupils a-

bout him. After Salutation, observing

me to look earnestly upon a Frame, which

took up the greatest part of both the

Length and Breadth of the Room, he

laid perhaps I might wonder to, fee him

employed in a Project for improving

speculative Knowledge by practical and

mechanical Operations. But the World

would soon be sensible of its Usefulness,

and he flattered lumfelf that a more no

ble exalted Thought never sprung in

any other Man's Head. Every one

knew how laborious the usual Method is

of attaining to Arts and Sciences ; where

as by his Contrivance, the most ignorant

Person at a reasonable Charge, and with

a little bodily Labour, may write both

in Philosophy, Poetry, Politicks, Law,

F 4 M3
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Mathematicks and Theology, without

the least Assistance from Genius or

Study. He then led me to the Frame,

about the sides whereof all his Pupils

stood in Ranks. It was twenty Foot

Square, placed in the middle of the

Room. The Superficies was composed

of several bits of Wood, about the big

ness of a Dye, but some larger than o-

thers. They were all linked together

by slender Wires. These bits of Wood

were covered on every Square with

Paper pasted on them, and on these

Papers were written all the Words of

their Language in their several Moods,

Tenses, and Declensions, but without

any Order. The Professor then desired

me to observe, for he was going to set

his Engine at Work. The Pupils at his

Command took each of them hold of

an Iron Handle, whereof there were

fourty fixed round the Edges of the

Frame, and giving them a sudden turn,

the whole Disposition of the Words was

entirely changed. He then commanded

sijj



so L A P U T A, &c: 7?

fix and thirty of theLads to read the seve

ral Lines softly as they appeared upon the

Frame and where they found three or

four Words together that might make

part of a Sentence, they dictated to the

four remaining Boys who were Scribes.

This Work was repeated three or four

rimes, and at every turn the Engine was

so contrived, that the Words shifted in

to new Places, or the square bits of

Wood moved upside down.

S 1 x Hours a-day the young Students

were employed in this Labour, and the

Professor shewed me several Volumes

in large Folio already collected, of

broken Sentences, which he intended

to piece together, and out of those rich

Materials to give the World a compleat

Body of all Arts and Sciences; which

however might be still improved, and

much expedited, if the Publick would

raise a Fund for making and employing

five hundred such Frames in Lagado,

and oblige the Managers to contribute
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in common tlieir several Collisi

ons.

H e assured me, that this Invention

had employed all his Thoughts from his

Youth, that he had employed the whole

Vocabulary into his Frame, and made

the strictest Computation ofthe general

Proportion there is in the Book between

the Numbers of Particles, Nouns, and

Verbs, and other Parts of Speech.

I made my humblest Acknowledg

ment to this illustrious Person for his

great Communicativeness, arid pro

mised if ever I had the good Fortune

to return to my Native Country, that I

would do him Justice, as the sole In-

venter of this wonderful Machine ; the

Form and Contrivance of which I de-
-

fired leave to delineate upon Paper

as in the Figure here annexed. I told

him, although it were the Custom of our

^earned in Europe to steal Inventions

from, each other, who had thereby at



 

»
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least this Advantage, that it became a

Controversy which was the right Owner,

yet I would take such Caution, that he

should have the Honour entire withouta

Rival.

We next went to the School of

Language, where three Professors fate

in Consultation upon improving that of

their own Country.

The first Project was to shorten

Discourse by cutting Polysyllables into

one, and leaving out Verbs and Parti*

ciples, because in reality all things ima

ginable are but Nouns,

The other was a Scheme for en

tirely abolishing alt Words whatsoever ;

and this was urged as a great Advantage

in point of Health as well as Brevity,

For it is plain, . that every Word we

speak is in some Degree a Diminution of

our Lungs by Corrosion, and conse

quently contributes to the Ifcortning of
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our Lives. An Expedient was there

fore offered, that since Words are only

Names for Things, it would be more

convenient for all Men to carry about

them, such Things as were neceslkry to.

express the particular Business they are

to discourse on. And this Invention

would certainly have taken Place, to

the great Ease as well as Health of the

Subject, if the Women in conjunction

with the Vulgar and Illiterate had not

threatned to raise a Rebellion, unless

they might be allowed the Liberty to

speak with their Tongues, after the

manner of their Ancestors ; such con

stant irreconcilable Enemies to Science

are the common People. However,

many of the most Learned and Wife

adhere to the New Scheme of expressing

themselves by Things, which hath only

this Inconvenience attending it, that if

a Man's Business be very great, and of

various kinds, he must be obliged in

Proportion to carry a great Bundle of

Things urjon his Back, unless he can
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afford one or two strong Servants to at

tend him. I have often beheld two of

those Sages almost sinking under the

Weight of their Packs, likePedlers a-

mong us j who when they meet in the

Streets would lay down their Loads, open

their Saddles, and hold Conversation

for an Hour together ; then put up their

Implements, help each other to resume

their Burthens, and take their Leave.

But for short Conversations a Man

may carry Implements in his Pockets

*nd under his Arms, enough to supply

him, and in his House he cannot be

at a loss : Therefore the Room where

Company meet who practise this Art,

is full of all Things ready at Hand, re

quisite to furnish Matter of this kind of

artificial Converse.

•

A n o t h er great Advantage pro

posed by this Invention, was that it

would serve as an Universal Language

to be understood in all civilized Nati

ons,



7% ^ VOYAGE

/bns, whose Goods and Utensils are ge

nerally of the fame kind, or nearly re

sembling, so that their Uses might easily

be comprehended. And the Embaffa«»

dors would be qualified to treat with

foreign Princes or Ministers of State to

whose Tongues they were utter Stran

gers, i

I was at the Mathematical School,

where the Master taught his Pupils

after a Method scarce imaginable to

us in Europe. The Proposition and

Demonstration were fairly written on

a thin Wafer, with Ink composed of a

Cephalick Tincture. This the Student

was to swallow upon a fasting Stomach,

and for three Days following eat no

thing but Bread and Water. As the

Waf.r digested, the Tincture mounted to

his Brain, bearing the Proposition along

with it. But the Success hath not hither

to been answerable, partly by some

Error in the Quantum or Composition,

and partly by the Perverseness of Lads,

to
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to whom this Bolus is so nauseous that

they generally steal aside, and discharge

it upwards before it can operate, neither

have they been yet persuaded to use so

long an Abstience as the Prescription

requires.

 

CHAP,

/
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CHAP. VI.

*

A further Account of the Academy.

Tlx Author proposes some Improve

ments which are honourably re-

received.

N the School of Political Pro

jectors I was but ill entertain

ed, the Professors appearing

in my Judgment wholly out of their

Senses, which is a Scene that never

fails to make me melancholy. These

unhappy People were proposing Schemes

for persuading Monarchs to chuse Fa

vourites upon the Score of their Wis

dom, Capacity and Virtue ; of teaching

Ministers to consult the Publick Good ;

of rewarding Merit, great Abilities, and

eminent Services ; of instructing Princes

to know their true Interest by placing

 

it
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it on the same Foundation with that of

their People : Of chusing for Employ

ments Persons qualified to exercise them;

with many other wild impossible Chimæ-

ras, that never entred before into the

heart of Man to conceive, and con

firmed in me the old Observation, that

there is nothing so extravagant and irra

tional which some Philosophers have

not maintained for Truth.

*

But, however I shall so far do

Justice to this Part of the Academy, as

to acknowledge that all of them were

not so visionary. There was a most

Ingenious Doctor who seemed to be

perfectly versed in the whole Nature

and System of Government. This il

lustrious Person had very usefully em

ployed his Studies in finding out effect

ual Remedys for all Diseases and Cor

ruptions, to. which the several kinds of

publick Administration are subject by

the Vices or Infirmities of those who

govern, as well as by the Licentious-

Part III. G ness
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ness of those who are to obey. For

instance ; whereas all Writers and Rea

soners have agreed, that there is a strict

universal Resemblance between the Na

tural and the Political Body •, can there

be any thing more evident, than that

the Health of both must be preserved*

and the Diseases cured by the fame Pre

scription ? It is allowed, that Senates

and great Councils are often troubled

with redundent, ebullient, and other

pecant Humours, with many Diseases

of the Head and more of the Heart ;

with strong Convulsions, with grie

vous Contractions of the Nerves and

Sinews in both Hands, but especially

the Right : With Spleen, Flatus, Ver-

tigos and Deliriums ; with Scrophulous

Tumours full of fætid purulent Matter -r

with sower frothy Ructations, with

Canine Appetites and crudenefs of Di

gestion, besides many others needlels

to mention. This Doctor therefore

proposed, that upon the meeting of a

Senate, certain Physicians should attend

at
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at the three first Days of their sitting,

and at the Close of each day's Debate,

feel the Pulses of every Senator ; after

which having maturely considered, and

consulted upon the Nature of the seve

ral Maladies, and the method of Cure,

they should on the fourth Day return

to the Senate House, attended by their

Apothecaries stored with proper Medi

cines, and before the Members late,

administer to each of them Lenatives,

Aperitives, Abstersives, Currosives, Re-

stringents, Palliatives, Laxatives, Cepha-

lalgicks, lctericks, Apophlegmaticks, A-

cousticks, as their several Cases required,

and according as these Medicines should

Operate, repeat, alter, or omit them at

the next Meeting.

This Project could not be of any

great Expence to the Publick, and would

in my poor Opinion, be of much Use

for the dispatch of Busineft in those

Countries where Senates have any share

in tife Legislative Power, beget Unani-

mity,fliortenDebates, open a few Mouths

G 2 which
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which are now closed, and close many

more which are now open ; curb the _

Petulancy of the Young, and correct the

Positivenss of the Old ; rouze the Stupid,

and damp the Pert.

Again, Because it is a general Com

plaint that the Favourites of Princes are

^troubled with short and weafeMemories ;

the fame Doctor proposed, that who

ever attended a First Minister, after ha

ving told his business with the utmost

Brevity, and in the plainest Words;

should at his Departure give the said

Minister a Tweak by the Nose, or a

kick in the Belly, or tread on his Corns,

or lug him thrice by both Ears, or run

a Pin into his Breech, or pinch his Arm

black and blew, to prevent Forgetful

ness : and at every Levee Day repeat

the fame Operation, till the Business

were done or absolutely refused.

H e likewise directed, that every Se

nator in the great Council of. a Nation,

aster
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after he had delivered his Opinion, and

argued in the Defence of it, should be

obliged to give his Vote directly con

trary j because if that were done, the

Result would infallibly terminate in the

Good of the Publick.

"When Parties in a State are violent,

he offered a wonderful Contrivance to

reconcile them. The Method is this.

You fate an Hundred Leaders of each

Party, you dispose of them into Couples

of such whose Heads are nearest of a

size ; then let two nice Operators saw

pff the Occiput of each Couple at the

same time, in such a manner that the

Brain may be equally divided. Let the

Occiputs thus cut off be interchanged,

applying each to the Head of his opposite.

Party-man. It seems indeed to be a

Work that required some exactness, but

the Professor assured us, that if h were

dextroufly performed, the Cure would

be infallible. For he argued thus ; that

the two half Brains being left to debate

G 3 ^
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the Matter between themselves within

the space of one Scull, would soon come

to a good Understanding, and produce

that Moderation as well as Regularity

cf Thinking, so much to be wished for

in the Heads of those, who imagine they

come into the World only to watch

and govern its Motion : And as to the

difference of Brains in Quantity or Qua

lity, among those who are Directors

in Faction ; the Doctor assured us from

his own knowledge, that it was a per

fect Trifle. • -'

I heard a very warm Debate between

two Professors, about the most com

modious and effectual Ways and Means

of raising Money without grieving the

Subject. The first affirmed the justest

Method would be to lay a certain Tax

upon Vices and ^olly, and the Sum

fixed upon every Man, to be rated af

ter the fairest manner by a Jury of his

Neighbours. The second was of an

Opinion directly contrary, to tax those

Qua
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Qualities of Body and Mind for which

Men chiefly value themselves, the Rate

to be more or less according to the

Degrees of excelling, the Decision where

of should be left entirely to their own

Breast, The highest Tax was upon

Men, who are the greatest Favourites

of the other Sex, and the Assessments

according to the Number and Natures

of the Favours they have received ; for

which they are allowed to be their own

Vouchers, Wit, Valour, and Politenels

were likwise proposed to be largely

taxed and collected in the lame man

ner, by every Persons giving his own

Word for the Qantum of what he

possessed. But as to Honour, Justice,

Wisdom and Learning, they should not

to taxed at all, because they are Qualifica

tions of so singular a kind, that no Man

will either allow them in his Neighbour,

pr value them in himself,

The Women were proposed to be

faxed according to their Beauty and

Q <f Skill
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skill in Drefling, wherein they had the

fame Priviledge with the Men, to be

determined by their own Judgment.

But Constancy, Chastity, good Sense,

and good Nature were not rated, be

cause they would not bear the Charge

of 'Collecting. , .

T o keep Senators in the Interest of the

Crown, it was proposed that the Mem

bers should raffle for Employments,

every Man first taking an Oath, and

giving Security that he would Vote for

the Court, whether he won or no, after

which the Losers had in their Turn

the liberty of Raffling upon the next

Vacancy. Thus Hope and Expectation

would be kept alive, none would com

plain of broken Promises, but impute

their Disappointments wholly to For

tune, whose Shoulders are broader and

stronger than those of a Ministry.

Another Professor shewed me a

large Paper of Instructions for discover

ing
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ing Plots and Conspiracies against tfce

Governments. He advised great States

men to examine into the Dyet of all

suspected Persons-, their times of eating;

upon which fide they Jay in Bed ; with

which Hand they wiped their Posteriors ;

take a strick View of their Excrements,

and from the Colour, the Odour, the

Taste, the Consistence, the Crudeness,

or Maturity of Digestion from a Judg

ment of their Thoughts and Designs.

Because Men are never so Serious,

Thoughtful, and Intent, as when they

are at Stool, which he found by fre

quent Experiment: For in such Con

junctures, when he used meerly as a

Trial to consider which was the best

way of murdering the King, his Ordure

would have a Tinture of Green, but

quite different when he thought only of

raising an Insurrection or burning the

Metropolis.

The whole Discourse was written

with great Acuteness, containing many

Obser,
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Observations both curious and useful

for Politicians, but as I conceived not

altogether complcat. This I ventured to

tell the Author, and offered if he plea

sed to supply him with some Additions.

He received my Proposition with more

Compliance than is usual among Writers,

especially those of the projecting Species,

professing he would be glad to receive

farther Information.

I told him, that Ihould I happen to live

in a Kingdom where Plots and Conspira

cies were either in vogue from the tur-

bulency of the meaner People, or could

be turned to the use and service of the

higher Rank of them, I first would take

care to cherish and encourage the breed

ofDiscoverers, Witnesses, Informers, Ac

cusers, Prosecutors, Evidences, Swearers,

together with their sqyeral subservient

3nd subaltern Instruments ; and when I

had got a competent Number of them of

all forts and Capacities, I would put them

under the Colour and conduct of some

« dextrous
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dextrous Persons in sufficient pow«r

both to, protect and reward them. Men

thus qualified and thus empowered

might make a most excellent use and

advantage of Plots, they might raise

their own Characters and pass for most

profound Politicians, they might restore

new Vigor to a crazy Administration,

they might stifle or divert general Di£

contents; fill their Pockets with For

feitures, and advance or sink the Opi

nion of Publick Credit, as either might

answer their private Advantage. This

might be done by first agreeing and set

tling among themselves what sulpected

Persons should be accused of a Plot.

Then effectual care is taken to secure all

their Letters and Papers, and put the

Criminal in safe and secure Custody.

These Papers might be delivered to a

Sett of Artists of Dexterity sufficient to

find out the mysterious Meanings of

Words, Syllables, and Letters. They

should be allowed to put what Inter

pretation they pleased upon them, giv

ing
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ing them a Sense not only which has

no relation at all to them, but even

what is quite contrary to their true

Intent and real Meaning ; thus for In

stance, they may, if they so fancy, in

terpret a Sieve to signify a Court-Lady,

a lame Dog an Invader, the Phgue astand*

ing Army, a Buzzard a great Statesman,

the Gout a High Trtest, a Chamber-sot a

Committee of Grandees, a Broom a Revo

lution, a Mouse-trap an Employment, a

'Bottomless-pit a Treasury, a S/»jfe a Cow?,

a. Cap and Bells a Favourite, a hroken

Reed a Court of Justice, an empty Tun

a General, a running Sore an Admini

stration.

But should this Method fail, re

course might be had to others more

effectual, by Learned Men called Acro-

sticks and Anagrams. First, might be

found Men of §kjll and Penetration who

can discern that all initial Letters have po

litical Meanings. Thus iVJhall signify a

Plot,"
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Plot, « a Regiment of Horse, L a Fleet

at Sea. Or secondly, by transposing the

Letters of the Alphabet in any suspected

Paper, who can discover the deepest

Designs of a discontented Party. So for

Example, if I should say in a Letter to a

Friend, Our Brother Tom has just got the

Tiles, a Man of Skill in this Art would

discover how the same Letters which

compose that Sentence, may be analysed .

into the following Words ; Resist ' ■

a Plot is brought Home-—' TheTour

And this is the AnagrammatickMethod.

The Professor made me great Acknow

ledgments for communicating these Ob

servations, and promised to make ho

nourable mention of me in his Trea

tise.

I saw nothing in this Country that

could invite me to a longer Conti

nuance, and began to think of return

ing home to England.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

The Author leaWs Lagado. arrives at

Maldoriada. No Ship ready. He

takes a short Voyage to Glubbdub-

drib. His Reception ly the Go

vernor.

H E Continent of which this

Kingdom was a part, extend

itrelf, as I have reason to be

lieve, Eastward to that un

known Tract of America, Westward of

California, and North to the Pacifick

Ocean, which is not above a hundred

and fifty Miles from Lagado, where

there isa good Port and much Com

merce with the great Ifland of Luggnagg,

situated to the North-West about 29 De

grees North Latitude, and 140 Longi

tude. This Ifland of Luggnagg stands

South
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South-Eastwards of Japan, about an

hundred Leagues distant. There is a

strict Alliance between the Japanese

Emperor and the King of Luggnaggy

which affords frequent Opportunities of

sailing from one Island to the other. I

determined therefore to direct my Course

this Way, in order to my return to

Europe. I hired twoMules with a Guide

to stiew me the way, and carry my

small Baggage. I took leave of my no

ble Protector, who had shewn me so

much Favour, and made me a generous

Present at my Departure.

M y Journey was without any Acci

dent or Adventure worth relating.

When I arrived at the Port of Maldo-

uada, (for so it is called) there was no>

Ship in the Habour bound for Lugg-

nagg, nor like to be in some time. The

Town is about as large as Tertsmouth.

I soon fell into some Acquaintance,

and was very hospitably received. A

Gentlemen of Distinction said to me

that*
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that since the Ships bound for Luggnapg

could not be ready in less than a Month,

it might be no disagreeable Amusement

for me to take a Trip to the little Island

of Glubbdubdrib, about five Leagues off

to the South-West. He offered himself

and a Friend to accompany me, and that

I should be provided with a small con

venient Barque for the Voyage.

GLUBBDUBDRIB, as nearly as

I can interpret the Word, signifies the

Island of Sorcerers or Magicians. It is

about one third as large as the Isle of

Wight, and extremely Fruitful : It is

governed by the Head of a certain Tribe,

who are all Magicians. This Tribe

marries only among each other, and the

eldest in Succession is Prince or Gover

nor. He hath a noble Palace and a

Park of about three thousand Acres,

surrounded by a Wall of hewn Stone

twenty Foot high. In this Park are se

veral smaller Inclosures for Cattle, Corn,

and Gardening.

Th e

,
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The Governor and his Family are

served and attended by Domesticks of

a kind somewhat unusual. By his skill

in Necromancy, he hath a Power of

calling whom he pleaseth from the Dead,

and commanding their Service for twen

ty-four Hours, but no longer ; nor can

he call the fame Persons up again in

less than three Months, except upon very

extraordinary Occasions.

When we arrived at the Island,

which was about Eleven in the Morning,

one of the Gentlemen who accompa

nied me, went to the Governour, and

desired admittance" for a Stranger, who

came on purpose to have the Honour

of attending on his Highness. This

was immediately granted, and we all

three entered the Gate of the Palace

between two Rows of Guards, armed

and dressed after a very antick manner,

and something in their Countenances

that made my Flesh creep with a

Horror I cannot express. "We passed

Part III. H through
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through several Apartments between

Servants of the fame sort, ranked on each

side as before, ' till we came to the Cham

ber of Presence, where after three pro

found Obeyfances, and a few general

Questions, we were permitted to sit on

three Stools near the lowest Step of his

Highnefs's Throne. He understood die

Language oFBahilarli, although it were

different from that ot his Island. He

desired me to give him some account of

my Travels j and to let me fee that I

should be treated without Ceremony, he

dismissed all his Attendants with a turn

of his Finger, at which to my great

Astonishment they vanished in an In

stant, like Visions in a Dream, when

we awake on a sudden. I could not

recover my self in some time, till the

Governor assured me that I should re

ceive no hurt. ; and observing my two

Companions to be under no Concern,

who had been often entertained in the

feme. manner, I began to take Courage,

and related to his Highness a short His-

tony
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tory of my several Adventures, yet not

without some Hesitation, and frequently

looking behind me to the Place where I

had seen those Domestick Spectres.

I had the Honour to dine with the Go

vernor, where a new Set of Ghosts

served up the Meat, and waited at Ta*

ble. I now observed myself to be less ter

rified than I had been in the Morning.

I staid till Sun-set, but humbly desired

his Highness to excuse me for not ac-

ceping ofhis Invitation oflodging in the

Palace. My two Friends and I lay at a

private House in the Town adjoining,

which is the Capital of this little Island ;

and the next Morning we returned to

pay our Duty to the Governor, as he was

pleased to command us.

After this manner we continued in

the Ifland for ten Days, most part of e-

very Day with the Governor, and at

Night in our Lodging. I soon grew so

familiariz'd to the fight of Spirits, that

after the third or fourth time they gave

0

H 2 me
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me no Emotion at all ; or if I had any

Apprehensions left, my Curiosity pre

vailed over them. For his Highness the

Governor ordered me to call up whatever

Persons I would chuse to name, and in

whatever Numbers among all the

Dead from the beginning of the World

to the present time, and command them

to answer any Questions I should think

fit to ask ; with this condition, that my

Questions must be confined within the

compass ofthe times they lived in. And

one thing I might depend upon, that

they would certainly tell me truth, for

Lying was a Talent of no use in the

lower World.

I made my humble Acknowledge

ments to his Highness for so great a

Favour. We were in a Chamber, from

whence there was a fair Prospect into

the Park. And because my first Inclina

tion was to be entertained with Scenes

of Pomp and Magnificence, I desired to

see Alexander the Great, at the Head of

k his
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his Army just after the Battle of Jrbela,

which upon a Motion of the Governors

Finger immediately appeared in a large

Fields under the Window, where we

stood. oAlexander was called up in the

Room : It was with great difficulty that

I understood *his Greek, and had but

little of ray own. He assured me upon

hrs Honour that he was not Poisoned,

but dyed of a Fever by excessive

Drinking.

N e x t I saw Hanihal pasting the Alfs>

who told me he had not a drop of

Vinegar in his Camp.

I saw Cæsar and Tompey at the Head

of their Troops just ready to engage,

I saw the former in his last great

Triumph. I desired that the Senate of

Rome might appear before me in one

large Chamber, and an Assembly of

somewhat a latter Age, in Counterview

in another. The first seemed to be an

Assembly of Heroes and Demy*Gods ;

H 3 fc?
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the other" a Knot of Pedlars, Pick-pock*

ets, High-way-men and Bullies.

T h e Governor at my Request «gave

the Sign for Cæsar and Brutus to ad

vance towards us. I was struck with

a profound Veneration at the sight of

Brutus, and could easily discover the

most ^consummate Virtue, the greatest

Intrepidity, and firmness of Mind, the

truest Love of his Country, and general

Benevolence for Mankind in every Line

ament of his Countenance. I observed

with much pleasure, that these two Per.

sons were in good Intelligence with

each other, and Cæsar freely confessed

to me, that the greatest Actions of his

own Life were riot equal by many

Degrees to the -Glory of taking it away.

I had the Honour to have much Con

versation wish Brutus; and was told

that his Ancestors 'Jumus, Socrates, Efa-

minondas, Cato the Youngei?, Sir Thomas

More and himself, were perpetually to

gether : a Sextumyirate to which all the

'. Ages
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Apes of the World cannot a<Id a Se-

venth.

I t would be tedious to trouble the

Reader with relating what vast numbers

of illustrious Persons were called up, to

gratify that insatiable Desire I had to

lee the World in every Period of Anti

quity placed before me. I chiefly fed

mine Eyes with beholding the Destroy

ers of Tyrants and U furpers, and' the

Restorers of Liberty to oppressed and

injured Nations. But it is impossible

to express the Satisfaction I received in

my own Mind, after such a manner as

to make it a suitable Entertainment to

the Reader.
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CHAP. VIII.

A further Account of Glubbdubdrib.

Antient and Modern History cor

rected.

AVING a desire to see

those Antients, who were

most renowned for Wit and

Learning, I set apart one

day on purpose. I proposed that Homer

and Aristotle might appear at the Head of

all their Commentators ; but these were

Ib numerous that some hundreds were

forced to attend in the Court and out

ward Rooms ofthe Palace. I knew and

could distinguish those two Heroes at

first
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first sight, not only from the Croud, but

from each other. Homer was the taller

and comelier Person of the two, walked

very erect for one of his Age, and his

Eyes were the most quick and piercing

I ever beheld. eArifiotle stooped much,

and made use of a staff. His Visage

was meager, his Hair lank and thin,

and his Voice hollow. I soon discover

ed that both of them were perfect

Strangers to the rest of the Company,

and had never seen or heard of them

before. And I had a Whisper from a

Ghost, who shall be nameless, that these

Commentators always kept in the most

distant Quarters from their Principals in

the lower World, through a Conscious

ness of Shame and Guilt, because they

had so horribly misrepresented the mean

ing of those Authors to Posterity. I

introduced Didymus and Euflathius to

Homer, and prevailed on him to treat

them better than perhaps they deserved,

for he soon found they wanted a Ge

nius to enter into the Spirit of a Poet.

But
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But Aristotle was out of all Patience

with the account I gave him of Status

and Ramus, as I presented them to him,

and he asked them whether the rest of

the Tribe were as great Dunces as them

selves. ' . •.

I then desired the Governor to call

up Descartes and Gaffendi, with whom

I prevailed to explain their Systems to

Arifietle. This great Philosopher free

ly acknowledged his own Mistakes' in

Natural Philosophy, because he proceeded

in many things upon Conjecture, as all

Men must do; and he found, that

Gajjendi) who had made the Doctrine of

Epicurus as palatable as he could, and the

Vertices of Descartes were equally ex

ploded. He predicted the fame Fate

to oAtfraBion, whereofthe present Learn

ed are such zealous Asserters. He said,

that new Systems of Nature were but

new Fashions, which would vary in

every Age ; and even those who pretend

to demonstrate them from Mathematical

Prin
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Principles, would flourish but a short

Period of time, and be out of Vogue

when that was determined.

I spent five Days in conversing with

many others of the antient Learned.

I saw most of the first Roman Emperors.

I prevailed on the Governor to call up

EJzogdbufas's Cooks to dress us a Dinner,

but they could not shew us much of

their Skill, for want of Materials. A

Helot of Jgesilaus made us a Dish of

Spartan Broth, but I was not able to get

down a second Spoonful.

The two Gentlemen who conducted

me to the Island, were pressed by their

private Affairs to return in three Days,

which I employed in seeing some of the

modern Dead, who had made the great

est Figure for two or three hundred

Years past in our own and other Coun

tries of Eurose ; and having been always

a great Admirer of old illustrious Fami

lies, I desired the Governor would call
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up a dozen or two of Kings with their

Ancestors in order for eight or nine Ge

nerations. But my Disappointment was

grievous and unexpected. For instead

of a long train with Royal Piadems, I

Yaw in one Family two Fidlers, three

spruce Courtiers, and an Italian Prelate.

In another a Barber, an Abbot, and two

Cardinals. I have too great a Venerar

tion for Crowned Heads to dwell any

longer on so nice a Subject. But as to

Counts, Marquesses, Dukes, Earls, and

the like I was not so scrupulous. And

I confess it was not without some Plea

sure that I found my self able to trace

the particular Features, by which certain

Families are distinguished up to their

Originals. I could plainlyjdifcover from

whence one Family derives a long Chin,

why a second hath abounded with

Knaves for two Generations, and Fools

for two more ; why a third happened to

be crack-brained, and a fourth to be

Sharpers. Whence it came what Pofa

dore Virgil fays of a certain great House, '

e ' •
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Ntc Vir forth•, nec Famina Costa. How

Cruelty, Falsfcood, and Cowardice grew

to be Characteristicks by which certain

Families are distinguished as much as

by their Coat of Arms. Who first

brought the Pox into a noble House,

which hath lineally descended in scrophu-

lous Tumours to their Posterity. Nei

ther: could I wonder at all this, when I

saw such an Interruption of Lineages

by Pages, Lacqueys, Valets, Coachmen,

Gamesters, Captains, and Pick-pockets.

I was chiefly disgusted w^th modern

History. For having strictly examined

all the Persons of greatest Name in the

Courts of Princes for an hundred Years

past, I found how the World had been

misted by prostitute Writers, to ascribe

the greatest Exploits in War to Cowards,

the Wisest Counsel to Fools, Sincerity

to Flatterers, Roman Virtue to Betrayers

of their Country, Piety to Atheists, Cha

stity to Sodomites, Truth to Informers.

How many innocent and excellent Per
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sons had been condemned to Death or

Banishment, by the practising of great

Ministers upon the Corruption ofJudges,

and the Malice of Faction, How many

Villains siad been exalted to the highest

Places of Trust, Power, Dignity, and

Profit : How great a share in the Mo

tions and Events of Courts, Councils, :

and Senates might be challenged by

Bawds, Whores, Pimps, Parifkes, and

Buffoons : Howlow an Opinion I had

of human. Wisdom and Integrity, when

I was truly informed of the Springs and

Motives of great Enterprises and Revo

lutions in the World, and of the con

temptible Accidents to which they owed

their Success.

Here I discovered the Roguery and

Ignorance of those who pretend to

write Anecdotes, or secret History who

send Ib many Kings to their Graves

with a Cup of Poison ; will repeat the

Discourse between a Prince and Chief

Minister, where no Witness was by;

unlock
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unlock the Thoughts and Cabinets of

Embafladors and Secretaries of State,

and have the perpetual Misfortune to

be mistaken. Here 1 discovered the se

cret Causes of many great Events that

have surprized the World, how a Whore

can govern the Back-stairs, the Back

stairs a Council, and the Council a

Senate. A General confessed in my

Presence, that he got a Victory purely

by the force of Cowardice and ill Con

duct : and an Admiral that for want

of proper Intelligence, he beat the E-

nemy to whom he intended to betray

the Fleet. Three Kings protested to me,

that in their wholeReigns they did never

once prefer any Person of Merit, unless

byMistake or Treachery of someMinister

in whom they confided : Neither would

they do it if they were to live again ;

and they shewed with great strength of

Reason, that the Royal Throne could not

be supported without Corruption, because

that possitive, confident restive Temper,

which
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which Virtue infused into Man, was a

perpetual Clog to publick Business.

I had the Curiosity to enquire in a

particular manner, by what Method

great Numbers had procured to them

selves high Titles of Honour, and pro

digious Estates ; and I confined my En

quiry to a very modern Period : however

without grating upon present times, be-*

cause I would be sure to give no Offence

even to Foreigners (for I hope the

Reader need not be told that I do not

in the least intend my own Country in

what I fay upon this occasion) a great

number of Persons concerned were called

up, and upon a very flight Examination,

discovered such a Scene of Infamy, that

I cannot reflect upon it without some

Seriousness. Perjury, Oppression, Subor

nation, Fraud, Pandarism, and the like

Infirmities were amongst the most excu

sable Arts they had to mention, and for

these I gave, as it was reasonable, great

Allowance. But when some confessed

they
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they owed their Greatness and Wealth to

Sodomy or Incests others to the prosti

tuting of theif own Wives and Daugh

ters ; others to the betraying their

Country or their Prince ; some to Poi

soning, more to the perverting of Justce

in order to destroy die innocent : I hope

I may be pardoned if these Discoveries

inclined me a little to abate of that pro

found Veneration which I aril naturally

apt to pay to Persons of high Rank,

who ought to be treated with the ut

most Respect due to their sublime Dig

nity, by us their Inferiors.

I had often read of some great Services

done to Princes and States, and desired

to fee the Persons by whom those Services

were performed. Upon enquiry I was

told that their Names were to be found

on no Record, except a few of them

whom History hath represented as the vi

lest Rogues and Traitors. As to the rest,

I had never once heard of them. They

all appeared with dejected Looks, and

Part III. I in
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in the meanest Habit, most of them tell

ing me they died in Poverty and Dis.

grace, and the rest on a Scaffold or a

Gibbet. • ".

Among the rest there was one Per

son whose Case appeared a little ngu-

lar. He had a Youth about eighteen

Years old standing by his fide. He told

me he had for many Years been Com

mander of a Ship, and in the Sea Fight

at Affium, had the good Fortune to

break through the Enemy's great Line

of Battle, sink three of their Capital

Ships, and take a fourth, which was

the sole Cause of (Antbony's Flight, and

of the Victory that ensued ; that die

Youth standing by him, his only Son,

was killed in the Action. He added, that

upon the Confidence of some Merit,

this War being at an end, he went to

Rome, and solicited at the Court of Au

gustus to be preferred to a greater Ship,

whose Commander had been killed ; but

without any regard to his Pretensions,

it
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it was given to a Youth who had never

seen the Sea, the Son of Lilertina, who

waited on one of the Emperor's Mis

tresses. Returning back to his own Ves

sels, he was charged with neglect: of Duty,

and the Ship given to a Favourite Page

of TublicoJa the Vice-Admiral ; where

upon he retired to a poor Farm, at a

great distance from Rome, and there en-

ed his Life. I was so curious t® know

the truth of this Story, that I desired A-

griffa might be called, who was Admi

ral in that Fight. He appeared and con

firmed the whole Account, but with

much more Advantage to the Captain,

whose Modesty had extenuated or con

cealed a great part of his Merit.

I was surprized to find Corruption

grown so high and so quick in tl^t Em

pire, by the force of Luxury so lately in

troduced, which made me less wonder at

many parallel Cafes in other Countries,

where Vices of all kinds have reigned

so much longer, and where the whole

I 2 ' Praise
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Praise as well as Pillage hath been en

grossed by the chief Commander, who)

perhaps had the least Title to either.

A s every Person called up made ex

actly the same appearance he had done

in the World, it gave me melancholy.

Reflections to .observe how much the

Race of human kind was degenerate

among us, within these hundred Years

past. How the Pox under all its ,.Con-

sequences and Denominations hadaltered

every Lineament of an Englijh Count©-,

nance, fhortned the size of Bodies, ur£

braced the Nerves, relaxed the Sinews

and Muscles, introduced a fallow Com

plexion, and rendered the Flesh loose and

Rancid.

I descended so low as to desire that

. some %igUJl) Yeomen of the old stamp,

might be summoned to appear, once so

famous for the Simplicity of their Man

ners, Dyet and Dress, for Justice in their

Dealings, for their true Spirit of Liberty,

for
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for their Valour and Love of their Coun

try. Neither could I be wholly unmov'd

after comparing the Living with the

Dead, when I considered how all these

pure native Virtues were prostituted for

a piece of Money by their Grand-chil

dren, who in felling their Votes, and

managing at Elections have acquired

every Vice and Corruption that can '

possibly be learned in a Court,

 

CHAP.
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CHAP IX.

she Author s Return to Maldonada.

Sails to the Kingdom of Luggnagg.

The Author confined. He ts Jent

for to Court. The manner of his

Admittance. The Flings great

Lenity to his SubjcBs.

Jj^piiff H E Day of our Departure be-

ifJ^Jp ing come, I took leave of his

BgSgf Highness the Governor.ofGlubb-

dubdribb) and returned with my two

Companions to Mddonada, where after

a Fortnight's waiting, a Ship was ready

to fail for Luggnagg. The two Gentle

men and some others were so generous

and kind as to furnish me with Provi

sions, and fee me on board. I was a

Month in this Voyage. We had one

violent Storm, and were under a necefli
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.

ty of steering Westward to get in tothe

Trade-Wind which holds for above sixty

Leagues. On the 21st of eAfril, 171 1.

we soiled in the River Chmegnig, which

is a Sea-port Town, at the South-East

Point of Luggnagg. Vfe cast Anchor

within a League of the Town, and made

a Signal for a Pilot. Two ofthem came

on board in less than half an Hour, by

whom we were guided between certain

Shoals and Rocks which are very dan

gerous in a Paflage to a large Basin ,

where a Fleet may ride in safety within

a Cable's Length of the TownWall.

Some of our Sailors, whether out of

Treachery or Inadvertence, had inform

ed the Pilots that I was a Stranger and a*

great Traveller, whereof these gave no

tice to a Custom.Houfe Officer, by whom

I was examined very strictly upon my

landing. This Officer spoke to me in

the Language of Balnilarli, which by

the force of much Commerce is gene

rally understood in that Town, especi-

I 4 ally
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ally by Sea-men, and those emptoyed in

the Customs, I gave him a short Ac

count of some Particulars^ and made my

Story as plausible and consistent as I

could ; but I thought it necessary to dis

guise my Country, and call my self an

Hollander, because my Intentions were

for Jafan, and I knew the 'Dutch were

the only Europeans permitted to enter

into that Kingdom. I therefore told the

Officer., that having been Shipwrecked

on the Coast of "Balnilarbi, and cast

on a Rock, I was received up into La-

futa, or the flying Island (of which he,

• Iiad often heard) and was now endea

vouring to get to Japan, from whence

I might find a Convenience of returning

to my own Country. The Officer said I

must be confined till he could receive

Orders from Court, for which he would

write immediately, and hoped to receive

an Answer in a fortnight. I was carried

tp a convenient Lodging, with aCentry

placed at the Door ; however I had the •

liberty of a large Garden, and was trea-l

ted,
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ted with Humanity enough, being main

tained all the time at the King's Charge.

I was invited by several Persons, chiefly

out of Curiosity, because it was reported

that I came from Countries very remote

of which they never heard.

I hired a young Man who came in

the fame Ship to be an Interpreter ; he

was a Native of Luggnagg, but had lived

some Years at Maldonada, and was a per

fect Master of both Languages. By his

Assistance I was able to hold a Conver

sation with those who came to visit me ;

but this consisted only of their Questions,

and my Answers.

The Dispatch came from Court a-

bout the time we expected. It contain'd

a "Warrant for conducting me and my Re

tinue to Traldragdubh or Trildrogdrih,

for it is pronounced both ways as near

as I can remember, by a party of Ten

Horse. All my Retinue was that poor

£,ad sot an Interpreter, whom I persua

ded
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ded into my Service, and at my humble

Request, we had each of us a Mule to

ride on. A Messenger was dispatch'd

half a day's Journey before us, to give the

King notice of myApproach, and to desire

that his Majesty would please to appoint

a Day and Hour, when it would be his

gracious Pleasure thae I might have the

Honour to lick the Dust before his Foot

stool. This is the Court Style, and I

found it to be more than matter ofform.

For upon my Admittance two Days after

my arrival, I was commanded to crawl

on my Belly, and lick the Floor as I ad

vanced ; but on account of my being a

Stranger, care was taken to have it

swept so clean that the Dust was not

offensive. However, this was a peculiar

Grace, not allowed to any but Persons

of the highest Rank, when they desire

an Admittance* Nay, sometimes the

Floor is strewed with Dust on purpose,

when the Person to be admitted Iiap-.

pens to have powerful Enemies at Court,

And I have seen a great Lord with his
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Mouth so crammed, that when he had

crept to the proper Distance from the

Throne, he was not able to speak a

Word. Neither is there any Remedy,

because it is 'Capital for those who re

ceive an Audience to spit or wipe their

Mouths in his Majesty's Presence. There

is indeed another Custom, which I can*

not altogether approve of. When the

King hath a mind to put any of his

Nobles to Death in a gentle indulgent

manner, he commands to have the

Floor strowed with a certain brown

Powder, of a deadly Composition, which

being licked up infallibly kills him in

twenty-four Hours. But in Justice to

this Prince's great Clemency, and the

care he hath of his Subjects Lives,

(wherein it were much to be wished that

the Monarchs of Europe would imitate

him) it must be mentioned for hisHonour,

that strict orders are given to have the

infected parts of the Floor well washed

after every such Execution, which if his

gornesticks neglect, they are in danger
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of incurring his Royal Displeasure. I

my self heard him give Directions, that

one of his Pages should be whipt, whose

turn it was to give notice about washing

the Floor after an Execution, but malici

ously had omitted it, by which Neglect:

a young Lord of great Hopes coming to

an Audience, was unfortunately poison

ed, although the King at that time had

no design against his Life. But this

good Prince was so gracious, as to for

give the poor Page his Whipping, upon

promise that he would do so no more,

without special Orders .

To return from this Digression;

when I had crept within four Yards of

the Throne, I raised my self gently upon

my Knees, and then striking my Fore

head seven times on the Ground, I pro

nounced the following Words, as they

had been taught me the Night before,

Ickfling Gloffthrobb Squutserumm Hhtop

Mlajbnalti Zyo'in tnodbalkguffh Slhiophad

Gurdhlh &4(ht, This is the Compli

ment



to LAP UT A; &c. 125

ment established by the Laws of the

Land for all Persons admitted to the

King's Presence. Jt may be rendered

into English thus: Mayyour cœleftial Ma

jesty out-live the Sun, eleven Moons and an>

half.' To this the King returned some

Answer, which although I could not un

derstand, yet I replied as I had been di

rected ; Fluft drin Talerick Dwuldom

frafirai mirfujb, which properly signi

fies, My Tongue is in the Mouth, ofmy

Friend, and by this Expression was meant

that I desired leave to bring my Inter

preter ; whereupon the young Man al

ready mentioned was accordingly intro

duced, by whose Intervention I answer'd

as many Qiiestons as his Majesty could

put in above an Hour. I spoke in the

Balnibarnian Tongue, and my Inter

preter delivered my Meaning in that of

Luggnagg.

The King was much delighted with

my Company, and ordered his "Bliff-

Vtarklub or high Chamberlain to appoint
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a Lodging in the Court for me and my

interpreter, with a daily Allowance for

my Table, and a large Purse of Gold for

my common Expences.

I stayed three Months in this Country

out of perfect Obedience to his Majesty,

who was pleased highly to favour me,

and made me very honourable Offers.

Byt, I thought it more consistent with

Prudence and Justice to pass the re

mainder of my Days with my Wife and

Family.

 

CHAP.'
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CHAP. X.

which is peculiar to all Eastern Coun

tries, yet they lhew themselves courteous

to Strangers, especially such who are

countenanced by the Court. I had

many Acquaintance among Persons of

the best Fashion, and being always at

tended by my Interpreter, the Conver

sion we had was not disagreeable.

The Luggnuggians commended. A

particular Description of the Struld-

brugs, with many Conversations be

tween the Author and some eminent

Persons upon that Subjetl.

 

HE Luggnuggians are a polite

and generous People, and

although they are not with

out some share of that Pride

On e
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One Day in much good Company

I was asked by a Person of Quality,

whether I had seen any of their Struld-

hrugs or Immortals. I said I had not, and

desired he would explain to me what

he meant by such an Appellation ap-

plyed to a mortal Creature.- He told

me, that sometimes, though very rare

ly, a Child happened to be born in a

Family with a red circular Spot in the

Forehead, directly over the left Eye

brow, which was an infallible Mark

that it should never dye. The Spot, as

lie described it, was about the compass

of a Silver Threepence, but in the course

of Time grew larger, and changed its

Colour ; for at twelve Years old it be

came Green, so continued till five and

Twenty, then turned to a deep Blue ;

at Five and Forty it grew coal Black,

and as large as an Englijh Shilling, but

never admitted any farther Alteration.

He said these Births were so rare, that

he did not believe there could be above

Eleven Hundred Struldbrugs of both

Sexes
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Sexes in the whole Kingdom, of which

he computed about fifty in the Metro

polis, and among the rest a young

Girl born about three Years ago. That

these Productions were not peculiar to

any Family but a meer effect; of Chance,

and the Children of the Struldbruggs

themselves, were equally mortal with

the rest of the People. .

I freely own my self to have been

struck with inexpressible Delight upon

hearing this Account : And the Person

who gave it me happening to un

derstand the "Balntbarhian Language,

which I spoke very well, I could not

forbear breaking out into expressions

perhaps a little too Extravagant. I cry-

ed out as in a Rapture ; Happy Nation

where every Child hath at least a chance

for being immortal I Happy People who

enjoy so many living Examples of an-

tie-at Virtue, and have Masters ready

to instruct them in the Wisdom of all

former Ages!. But, happiest beyond all

Part HI. K com-.
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Comparison are those excellent Stfield-

Iruggs, who born exempt from that uni

versal Calamity of human Nature, have

their Minds free and disingaged, without

the weight and depression ofSpirits caused

by the continual Apprehension of Death.

1 discovered my Admiration that I had

not observed any ofthese illustrious Per

sons at Court: the black Spot on the

Fore-head, being so remarkable a Di

stinction, that I could not have easily

overlooked it: And it was impossible

that his Majesty,a most Judicious Prince,

should not provide himself with a good

number of such wise and able Councell-

ours. Yet perhaps the Virtue of those

Reverend Sages was too strict for the

Corrupt and Libertine Manners of a

Court. And we often find by Experi

ence that young Men are too opiniona-

tive and volatile to be guided by the

sober Dictates of their Seniors. How

ever, since the King was pleased to al

low me Access to his Royal Person, I

was resolved upon the very first occasion

to
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to deliver my Opinion to him on this

Matter freely* and at large by the help

of my Interpreter; and whether he

would please to take my Advice or no,

yet in one thing I was determined,

that his Majesty having frequently offer

ed me an Establishment in this Country,

I would with great thankfulness accept

the Favour, and pass my Life here in

the Conversation of those superiour Be

ings the Struldbruggs, if they would

please to admit me.

The Gentleman to whom I ad

dressed my Discourse, because (as I

have already observed) he spoke the

Language of Balnibarbi, said to me

with a sort of a Smile, which usually

ariseth from Pity to the Ignorant, that

he was glad of any occasion to keep,

me among them, and deured my Per

mission to explain to the Company what

I had spoke. He did so, and they talk

ed together for some time in their own

Language, whereof I understood not a

K a Syllable,
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Syllable, neither could I observe by

their Countenances what impression my

Discourse had made on them. After

a short Silence the same Person told me,

that his Friends and mine (so he thought

fit to express himself) were very much

pleased with the judicious Remarks I

had made on the great Happiness and

Advantages of immortal Life, and they

were desirous to know in a particular

manner, what Scheme of Living I

should have formed to my self, if it

had fallen to my Lot to have beea

born a Struldbrugg.

I answered, it was easy to be Elo

quent on so copious and delightful a

Subject, especially to me who have

been often apt to amuse my self with

Visions of what I should do if I were

a King, a General, or a great Lord :

And upon this very Cafe I had frequent

ly run over the whole System how I

should employ my self, and pass the

time if I were Hire to live for ever.

THA T,
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That, if it had been my good

Fortune to come into the World a

Struldbrugg, as sflon as I could discover

my own Happiness by understanding

the difference between Life and Death,

I would first resolve by all Arts and

Methods whatsoever to procure my self

Riches. In the pursuit of which by

Thrift and Management, I might rea

sonably expect in about two Hundred

Years, to be the "Wealthiest Man in

the Kingdom. In the second place, I

would from my earliest Youth apply

myself to the study of Arts and Sciences,

by which I should arrive in time to sx-

cel all others in Learning. Lastly I

would carefully record every Action and

Event of Conrequence that happened in

the Publick, impartially draw the Cha

racters of the several Successions of

Princes, and great Ministers of State,

with my own Observations on every

Point. I would exactly set down the

several changes in Customs, Languages,

Fashions, Dress, Dyet a#d Diversions.

K 3 By
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By all which Acquirements, I should

be a living Treasury of Knowledge and

Wisdom, and certainty become the Ora

cle of the Nation.

I would never marry after threescore,

but live in an hospitable manner, yet still

on the saving side. I would entertain

myself in forming and directing the

Minds ofhopeful young Men, by con

vincing them from my own Remem

brance, Experience and Observation,

fortified by numerous Examples, of the

•usefulness of Virtue in publick and pri'

vate Life. But, my Choice and con-f

stant Companions should be a sett of

rny own immortal Brother -hood, among

•whom I would elect a dozen from the

most Ancient down to my own Con*

temporaries. Where any of these want

ed Fortunes, I would provide them

with convenient Lodges round my own

Estate, and have some of them always,

at my Table, only mingling a few of

the most valuable among you Mortals,

whom
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whom length of Time would harden

me to lose with little or no Reluctance,

and treat your Posterity after the same

manner, just as a Man diverts himself

with the Annual Succession of Pinks and

Tulips in his Garden, without regretting

the loss of those which withered the

preceeding Year.

• These Struldlruggs "and I would

mutually communicate our Observations

and Memorials through the Course of

Time, remark the several Gradations by

which Corruption steals into the World,

and oppose it in every step, by giving

perpetual Warning and Instruction to

Mankind j which, added to the strong

Influence of our own Example, would

probably prevent that continual pe-

generacy of Human Nature so justly

complained of in all A ges.

Add to all this. the pleasure of see

ing the various Revolutions of Stater*

and Empires, the Changes in the lower

K 4 and
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and upper World, antient Cities in Ruins,

and obscure Villages become the Seats

of Kings. Famous Rivers lessening into

shallow Brooks, the Ocean leaving one

Coast dry, and overwhelming another :

The Discovery of many Countries yet

unknown. Barbarity over-running the

politest Nations, and the most barba-

, rous become civilized. I should then

see the Discovery of the Longitude, the

ferfetual Motion, the Universal Medi

cine, and many other great Inventions

.brought to the utmost Perfection.

What wonderful Discoveries should

we make in Astronomy, by outliving

and confirming our own Predictions,

by observing the Progress and Returns

of Comets, with the changes of Mo

tion in the Sun, Moon and Stars.

I enlarged upon many other Topicks

which the natural desire of endless Life

and sublunary Happiness could easily

furnish me with. When I had ended,

and
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and the Sum of my Discourse had been

interpreted as before, to the rest of the

Company, there was a good deal of Talk

among them in the Language of the

Country, not without some Laughter at

my Expence. At last the same Gentle

man who had been my Interpreter

said, he was desired by the rest to

set me right in a few Mistakes, which

I had fallen into through the common

Imbecillity ofhuman Nature, and upon

that allowance was less answerable for

them. That, this Breed of Struldlruggs

was peculiar to their County, for there

were no such People either in Balnilarhi

or Japan, where he had the Honour to

be Embassador from his Majesty, and

found the Natives in both these Kingdoms

very hard to believe that the Fact was

possible, and it appeared from my Asto

nishment when he first mentioned the

matter to me, that I received it as a thing

wholly new, and scarcely to be credited.

That in the two Kingdoms above menti

oned, where during his Residence he had

con
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converse very much, he observed long

Life to be the universal Desire and Wish

of Mankind. That whoever had one

Foot in the Grave, was sure to hold back

the other as strongly as he could. That

the eldest had still hopes of living one

Day longer, and looked on Leath as

the greatest Evil, from which Nature

always prompted him to retreat ; only in

this island of Luggnagg, the Appetite for

living was not so eager, from the con

tinual Example ofthe StruUlruggs before

their Eyes.

That the System of Living contrived

by me was unreasonable and unjust, be

cause it supposed a Perpetuity of Youth,

Health, and Vigour, which ho Man

could be so foolish to hope, however

extravagant he may be in his Wishes.

That the Question therefore was not

whether a Man would chuse to be al

ways in the Prime of Youth, attended

with Prosperity and Health, but how

he would pass a perpetual Life under all

the
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the usual Disadvantages which old Age

,brings along with it. For although few

Men will avow their Desires of being

immortal' upon such hard Conditions,

yet in the two. Kingdoms before-menti-

ed of 'Balmbarbi and Japan, he observed

that every Man dssired to put offDeath

for iometime longer, let it approach ever

so late, and he rarely heard of any Man

who died willingly, except he were inr '

cited by the Extremity of Grief or Tor

ture. And he appealed* to me whether

in those Countries I had travelled as well

as my own, I had not observed the same

general Disposition.

After this Preface he gave me a

particular Account of the Struldbruggs

among them. He said they commonly

acted like Mortals, till about thirty '

Years old, after which by degrees they

grew melancholy and dejected, encreasing

in both till they came to four-score. This

he learned from their own Confession ;

for otherwise there not being above two

or
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or three of that Species born in an Age,

were too few to form a general Ob

servation by. When they came to. four

score Years, which is reckoned the Ex

tremity of living in this Country, they

had not only all the Follies and Infir

mities of other old Men, but many

more which arose from the dreadful Pro

spects of never dying. They were not

only Opinionative, Peevish, Covetous,

Morose, Vain, Talkative, but uncapable

of Friendship, and dead to all natural

Affection, which never descended be

low their Grand-children. Envy and

impotent Desires are their prevailing

Passions. But those Objects against

which their Envy seems principally di

rected, are the Vices of the younger fort,

and the Deaths of the old. By reflect

ing on the former, they find themselves

cut off from all possibility of Pleasure ;

and whenever they see a Funeral, they

lament and repine that others are gone

to an Harbour of Rest, to which they

themselves never can hope to arrive.

They
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They have no Remembrance of any

thing but what they learned and observed

in their Youth and middle Age, and

even that is very imperfect. And for the

Truth or Particulars of any Fact, it is

safer to depend on common Traditions

than upon their best Recollections. The

least miserable among them appear

to be those who turn to Dotage, and

entirely lose their Memories ; these meet

with more Pity and Assistance, because

they want many bad Qualities which

abound in others.

I f a Struldlrugg happen to marry one

of his own kind, the Marriage is dis

solved of course by the Courtesy of the

Kingdom, as soon as the younger of the

two come to be four-score. For the

Law thinks it a reasonable Indulgence,

that those who are condemned without

any Fault of their own to a perpetual

Continuance in the World, should not

have their Misery doubled by the Load

of a Wife.

As
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A s soon as they have compleated the

the term ofeighty Years, they are look'd

~ on as dead in Law ; their Heirs imme

diately succeed to their Estates, only a

small Pittance is reserved for their Sup

port, and the poor ones are maintained

at the publick Charge. After that Pe

riod they are held incapable of any

Employment of Trust or Profit, they

cannot purchase Lands or take Leases,

neither are they allowed to be Witnesses

^ki any Cau!e, either Civil or Criminal,

not even for the Decision of Meers and

Bounds.

' A t Ninety they lose their Teeth and

Hair, they have at that age no Dii-

rinction of Taste, but eat and drink

whatever they can get, without Relish

or Appetite. The Diseases they were

subject to still continuing without en-

creafirjg or diminishing. In talking

they forgot the common Appellation of

things, and she Names of Persons, even

of those who are their nearest Friends

and
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and Relations. For the fame reason

they never can amuse themselves with

reading, because their Memory will not

serve to carry them from the beginning

cf a Sentence to the end ; and by this

Defect they are deprived of the only

Entertainment whereofthey might other-

wife be capable.

The Language of this Country be

ing always upon the Flux, the Struld-

Iruggsoi one Age do not understand

those of another, neither are they able

after two hundred Years to hold any

Conversation (farther than by a few

general Words) with their Neighbours

the Mortals, and thus they lye under the

Disadvantage oi living like Foreigners in

their own Country.

This was the Account given me of

the Struldbruggs, as near as I can remem

ber. I afterwards saw five or six of

different Ages, the youngest not above

two hundred Years old, who were

brought
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brought me at several times by some of

my Friends ; but although they were

told that I was a great Traveller, and had

seen all the World, they had not the least

Curiosity to ask me a Question ; only

desired I would give them SJumskudask,

or a Token of Remembrance, which is

a modest way of begging, to avoid the

Law that strictly forbids it, because

they are provided for by the Publick,

although indeed with a very scanty Al

lowance.

They are deprived and hated by

all sort of People ; when one of them

is born, it is reckoned ominous, and their

Birth is recorded very particularly ; Ib

that you may know their Age by con

sulting the Registry, which however hath

not been kept above a thousand Years

past, or at least hath been destroyed by

time or publick Disturbances. But the

usual way of computing how old they

are is by asking them what Kings or

great Persons they can remember, and

then
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then consulting History, for infallibly

the last Prince, in their Mind, did not

begin his Reign after they were four

score Years old-

They were the most mortifying

Sight I ever beheld, and the Women

more horrible than the Men. Besides

the usual Deformities in extreme old

Age, they acquired an additional Ghast-

linefs in Proportion to their Number of

Years, which is not to be described, and

among half a Dozen I soon distinguish

ed which was the eldest, although there

was not above a Gehtury or tv/o be

tween them.

The Reader will easily believe, that

from what I had heard and seen, my

keen Appetite for Perpetuity of Life

was much abated. I grew heartily

ashamed of the pleasing Visions I

had formed, and thought no Tyrant

could invent a Death into which I

would not run with Pleasure from such

Part III. L a Life
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a Life. The King heard of all that had

passed between me and my Friends up

on this Occasion, and rallied me very

pleasantly, wishing I would send a Cou

ple of Struldbruggs to my own Country,

to arm our People against the Fear of

Death ; but this it seems is forbidden by

the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom,

or else I should have been well content

with the Trouble and Expence of trans*

porting them.

I could not but agree that the

Laws of this Kingdom, relating to the

Struldbruggsj. were founded . upon the

strongest Reasons, and such as any other

Country would be under the Necessity

of enacting in the like Circumstances.

Otherwise, as Avarice is the necessary

Consequent of old Age, those Immortals

would in time become Proprietors of

the whole Nation, and engross the Ci

vil Power, which, for want of Abilities

to manage, must end in the Ruin of

the'Pubiick.

CHAP.
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The Author leaves Luggnagg, andfails

to Japan. From thence he returns

in a Dutch Ship to Amsterdam,

andfrom Amsterdam to England.

THOUGHT this Account

of the Struldbruggs might be

some Entertainment to the

Reader., because it seems to

be a little out of the common Way, as

least,! do not remember to have met the

like in any' Book of Travels that hath

come to my Hands : And if I am decei

ved, my Excuse must be, that it is neces

sary for Travellers, who describe the fame

Country, very often to agree in dwelling

on the same Particulars, without deserving

the Censure of having borrowed or tran

scribed from those whowrote before them.

There is indeed a perpetual Com

merce between this Kingdom and the

L x great
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great Empire of Japanj and it is

very probable that the Japanese Au

thors may have given some Account of

the Struldbruggs ; but my Stay in Ja

pan was so shorn, and I was so in-

tirely a Stranger to that Language, that

s.was not qualified to make any En

quiries. But I hope the cDutchJ upon

this Notice, will be curious and able

enough to supply my Defects.

His Majesty having often pressed

me to accept some Employment in : his

Court, and finding me absolutely de

termined to return to my Native

Country, was pleased to give me his

Licence to depart, and honoured me

with a Letter of Recommendation un

der his own Hand' to the Emperor of

Japan. He likewise presented me with

four hundred forty four large Pieces of

Gold (this Nationdelighting in evenNum

bers) and a red Diamond, which I sold in

England for eleven hundred Pounds,

On the sixth Day. of May3 1709,

I took a solemn Leave of his Majesty,

and
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and all my Friends. This Prince was

so gracious, as to order a Guard to

conduct me to Glanguenstald, which is

a Royal Port to the South-West Part

of the Island., In fix Days I found a

Vessel ready to carry me to Japan,

and spent fifteen Days in the Voyage.

We landed at a small Port-Town cal-

led Xamofchi, situated on the South-

East Part of Japan ; the Town lies on

the Western Point, where there is a nar

row Streight, leading Northward into

a long Arm ofthe Sea, upon the North-

Weft Part of which Tedo, the Metropo

lis, stands. At Landing, I shewed the

Custom-house Officers my Letter from

the King of Luggnagg to his Imperial

Majesty. They knew the Seal perfect

ly well; it was as broad as the 'Palm

of my Hand. The Impression was, A

King lifting up a Lame Beggar from

the Earth. The. Magistrates of the

Town hearing of my Letter, received

me as a Publick Minister; they pro

vided me with Carriages and Servants,

and bore my Charges to Tedo, where

. I was admitted to an Audience, and

desi
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delivered my Letter, which was

opened with great Ceremony, and

explained to the Emperor by an

Interpreter, who then gave me notice,

by his Majesty's Order, that I should

signify my Request, and whatever It

were, it should be granted for the sake

of his Royal Brother of Luggnagg.

This Interpreter was a Person employ

ed to transact Affairs with the Hollan

ders-^ he soon conjectured by my Coun

tenance that I was an European, and

therefore repeated his Majesty's Com

mands in Low-Dutch, which he spoke

perfectly well. I answered, (as I had

before determined,) that I was a Dutch

Merchant, shipwrecked in a very re

mote Country, from whence I travelled

by Sea and Land to Luggnagg^ and then

took Shipping for Japan,, where I knew

my Countrymen often traded, and with

some of these I hoped to get an Op

portunity of returning into Europe:

I therefore most humbly entreated his

Royal Favour to give Order, that I

should be conducted in Safety to Nan-

gasac : To this I added another Peti

tion,
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tion, that for the sake of my Patron

the King of Luggnaggj his ! Majesty

would condescend to excuse my per-

1 forming the Ceremony imposed on my

Countrymen of tramsling upon the

Crucifixj because I had been thrown in

to his Kingdom by my Misfortunes,

without any Intention ofTrading. When

this latter Petition was interpreted to

the Emperor, he leetned a little fur- '

prized, and said, he believed I was the

first of my Countrymen who ever made

any Scruple in this Point, and that he

began to doubt whether I was a real

Hollander, or no, but rather suspected I

must bea Christian. However, for

the Reasons I had offered, but chiefly

to gratify the King of Luggnagg, by

an uncommon Mark of his Favour, he

would comply with the Singularity of

my Humour ; but the Affair must be

managed with Dexterity, and his Offi

cers should be commanded to let me

pass, as it were, by Forgetfulness. For

he assured me, that if the Secret should

be discovered by my Countrymen, the

Dutch, they would cut my Throat in
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the Voyage. I returned my Thanks

by the Interpreter, for so unusual a Fa

vour, and some Troops being at that

Time on their March to Nangasac, the

Commanding Officer had Orders to

convey me safe thither, with particular

Instructions about the Business of the

Crucifix.

On the 9th Day of June, 1709. I

arrived at Nangasac, after a very long

and troublesome Journey. I soon fell

into Company of some "Dutch Sailors,

belonging to the Amboyna of Amster

dam, a stout Ship of 450 Tuns. I had

lived long in Holland, pursuing my Stu

dies at Leyden, and I spoke "Dutch well.

The Seamen soon knew from whence I

came last; they were curious to en

quire into my Voyages and Course of

Life. I made up a Story as short and

probable as I could, but concealed the

greatest Part. I knew many Persons

in Holland ; I was able to invent Names

for my Parents, whom I pretended to

be obscure People in the Province of

Gelderland. I would have given the

Captain
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Captain (one Theodorus Vangrult) w(ia,t

he pleased to ask for my Voyage to

Holland \ but understanding I was .3.

Surgeon, he was contented to take half

the usual Rate , on • Condition that.,.f

would serve him in the way of my Cal

ling. Before we took Shipping, I was

often asked by some of the Crew, whe

ther I had performed the Ceremony

above-mentioned : I evaded the Que

stion by general Answers, that I had

satisfied the Emperor and Court in all

Particulars. However , a malicious

Rogue of a Skipper went to an Officer,

and pointing to me, told him, I had not

yet trampled on the Crucifix : But the

other, who had received Instructions to-

let me pass, gave the Rascal twenty

Strokes on the Shoulders with a Bam

boo, aftef Which I was no more trou

bled with such Questions.

Nothing happened worth men

tioning in this Voyage. We sailed with

a fair Wind to the Cape of Good Hopey

where we staid only to take in fresh

Water. On the 16th of April we ar

rived
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rived safe to Amsterdam, having lost

only three Men by Sickness in the Voy

age., and a fourth who fell from the

Fore-mast into the Sea, not far from

the Coast of Guinea. From Amsterdam

I soon after set soil for England, in a

small Vessel belonging to that City.

, > V '' , '

On the ioth of April, 1710, we put

in at the Downs. I landed the next

Morning, and saw once more my na

tive Country, after an Absence of five

Years and fix Months compleat- I went

strait to Redr'rff, where I arrived the

seme Day at Two in the Afternoon, and

found my Wife and Family in good

Health.

The End of the Third Part.
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Tfo" Author sets out as Captain if a

1 Ship."- His Men confpre against hiniy

confine him a long time to his Cabbin,

set him onshore in an unknown Land.

He travels up in the Country. The

Yahoos a firame Sort of Animal de

scribed. The Autbor meets two

Houyhnhnms.
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with my Wife and Chil

dren about Five Months in

a very happy Condition, if

I could have learned the Lesson Of
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knowing when I was well

poor Wife big with Child,

ed -an advantagious Offer

be Captain of the Adventure, a .stout

Merchant-man of $50 Tuns:: For I

understood Navigation well, and being

grown weary of , a Surgeon's Employ

ment at Sea, which however I could

exercise upon occasion, I took a skil

ful young Man - of that Calling, one

Rolen Purefoy,- iHto my Ship. We set

sail from Portsnwith upon the Second

Day of.August, 17 10; on the Four

teenth, we met with Captain Pocockos

Bristol, ziTenarifi* who was going to

the . Bay of Gamfechy, to cut Log

wood.- On the Sixteenth, he was part

ed from us by a Storm ; I heard since

my Return, that his Ship foundered,

and none escaped, but one Cabbin-Boy.

He was an honest Man, and a good

Sailor, but a little too positive in his

own Opinions, which was the Cause of

his DestruQion, as it hath been of seve

ral others. For if he had followed my

Advice,

I left:

arid ac
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Advice, he might) have been safe at-'

home with his Family at this Time, as

well as nayseiC ! ' !'r*- .~* =

f " t ' , ' *

I h a d several Men died in my Ship

of Calentures, so that I was forced to

get Recruits out of Barbadoes, and the

Leeward Islands, where I touched by

the Direction of the Merchants who em

ployed me, which I had soon too rriu&h

cause to repent ; for I found afterwards

that most of them had been Bucaneers.

I had Fifty Hands on bOard, and my

Orders were, that I-' should tradg with

the Indians, in the'SoMhLSea, and make

what Discoveries I coul$.r' These Rogues

whom I had picked ijo debauched 'my

other Men,' and tftey all formed* Con

spiracy to seize the : Ship and ^ secure

me; which, they ' did : one Morning,

rushing into my Cabbin, and binding me

Hand and Foot, threatning to throw me

over-board, if I offered to stir. I told

them, I was their Prisoner, and would

submit. " This they made me swear to

B 2 do,
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do, and then they unbound me, only

fastening one of my Legs with a Chain

near my Bed, and placed a Centry at

my Door with his Piece charged, who

was commanded to shoot me dead, if

I attempted my Liberty. They sent me

down Victuals and Drink, and took the

Government of the Ship to themselves.

Their Design was to turn Pyrates, and

plunder the Spaniards, which they

could not do, till they got more Men.

But first they resolved to sell the Goods

in the Ship, and then go to Madagas

car for Recruits, several among them

having died since my Confinement.

They sailed many Weeks, and traded

with the Indians, but I knew not what

Course they took, being kept a close

Prisoner in my Cabbin, and expecting

nothing less then to be murdered, as

they often threatned me.

•Upon the Ninth Day of May 171 1.

one James Welch came down to my

Cabbin; and said he had Orders from

the
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the Captain, to set me, a-shore. I ex

postulated with him, but in vain ; nei

ther would he' so much as tell me who

their new Captain was. They forced

me into the Long-boat, letting me put

on my best Suit of Cloaths, which were

a*s good as New, and a small Bundle

of Linnen, but no Arms except my

Hanger; and they were so civil as not

to search my Pockets, into which I con

veyed what Money I had, with some

other little Necessaries. They rowed

about a League ; and then set me down

on a Strand. I desired them to tell me,

what Country it was. They all swore,

they knew no more than myself, but

said, that the Captain (as they called

him) was resolved, after they had sold

the Lading, to get rid of me in the first

Place, where they could discover Land.

They pushed off immediately, advising

me to make haste, for fear of being

overtaken by the Tide, and so bad me

Farewell.

; ♦ B 3 In



In this desolate Condition , I ad

vanced forward, and soon got upon

firm Ground, where I sate down on

a Bank to rest myself, and consider

what I had best to do. -When I was

a little refreshed, I went up into4tfre

Country, . resolving to deliver myself

to the first Savages I should meet, and

purchase my Life from them by some

Bracelets, Glass-rings, and other Toys,

which SailoFs usually provide themselves

with in those, Voyages, and whereof I

had some about me : The Land was

divided by long Rows of Trees not

regularly planted, but naturally grow

ing ; there was great plenty of Grafs,

and several Fields of Oats. I walked

very circumspectly for fear of being

surprized, or suddenly shot with an Ar

row from behind or on either side. A

fell into a beaten Road, where I saw

many Tracks of human Feet, and some;

of Cows, but most of Horses.. At last

I beheld several Animals in a Field, and

y V . « ' one
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one or two of the same kind fitting iiir

Trees. Their Shape was very singular,-

and deformed, , which a little discom

posed me, so that I lay down behind a

Thicket to observe them better. Some

of them coming forward near the place

where I lay, gave me an Opportunity

of distinctly marking their Form. Their

Heads and Breasts were covered with a

thick Hair, some frizled and others

lank, they had Beards like Goats, and

a long ridge of Hair down their Backs

and the fore-parts of their Legs and Feer,

but the rest of their Bodies were bare

so that I might see their Skins, which

were of a brown buff Colour. They

had no Tails, nor any Hair at all on

their Buttocks, except about the Anas'

which, I presume, Nature had placed

there to defend them as they fate pA

the Ground; for the Posture they used

as well as lying down, and often stood

on their hind Feet. They climbed high

Trees, as nimbly as a Squirrel, ,for

they had strong extended Claws before?

B 4 and
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and behind, terminating in sharp points,

hooked. They would often spring, and

bound, and leap with prodigious Agi- '

lity* The Females were not so large as

the Males, they had long lank Hair on

their Faces, nor any tiling more than

a sort of Down on the rest of their

Bodies, except about the Anus, and

Pudenda. Their Dugs hung between

their Fore-feet, and often reached almost

to the Ground as they walked. The

Hair of both Sexes was of several Co

lours, brown, red, black and yallow.

T^pon the whole, I never beheld in all

my Travels so .disagreeable an Animal

nor one against which I naturally con

ceived so strong an Antipathy. So that

thinking I had seen enough, ' full of

Contempt and Aversion, I got up and

pursued the beaten Road, hoping it

mi$it direct me to the Cabbin of some

Indian. I had not gone far when I met

Qne of these Creatures full in my . way,

and comipg up directly to me. The

ugly Monster, when he saw me, dis

torted



the Houyhnhnms. 9

torted several ways every Feature of

his Visage, and started as at an Object

he had never seen before ; then approach

ing nearer, lifted up his Fore- paw, whe

ther out of Curiosity or Mischief, I

could not tell. But I drew my Hang

er, and gave him a good Blow with the

flat Side of it, for I durst not strike

him with the Edge, fearing the Inha

bitants might be provoked against me,

if they should come to know, that I

had killed or maimed any of their Cat

tle. When the Beast felt the smart, he

drew back, and roared so loud, that a

Ilerd of at least forty came flocking

about me from the next Field, houl-

ing and making odious Faces ; but I

ran to the Body of a Tree, and lean

ing my Back against it, kept them oft",

by waving my Hanger. Several of thX

cursed Brood getting hold of the Bran

ches behind leapt up in the Tree, from

whence they began to discharge their

Excrements on my Head : However, I

escaped pretty well, by sticking close

A ! - y to

('
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to the Stem of the Tree, but was al

most stifled with the Filth, which fell

about me on every side. . ; , ..,;»•!

. , . . .r . ,| . 1 - r . '•j ' i-jn ^r '.

In the midst of this Distuefc, I oh-.

served them all to run away; on a sud

den as fast as they could, at which „"J>

ventured to leavel the Tree, amf pursue

the Road, wondring What: 'it rWas that

could put them into this Fright, But

looking on my Left-hand, I saw a,' Horse

walking softly in the Field : which m^

Persecutors havingsooner discovered, was

the cause of their Flight. TherHorfe

started a little when he came near me,

but soon recovering himself, looked full in

my Face with manifest Tokens of Won*

det : He viewed my Hands and Feet,

walking round me several times. I would

have pursued my Journey, but he placed

himself directly in the way, yet looking

with a very mild Aspect, never offering

the least Violence. We stood gazing at

each other for some time j at last I took

the Boldnels, to reach my Hand towards

his
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his Neck, with a Design to stroak it

using the common Style and Whistle of

Jockies when they are going to handle

a strange Harse. But this Animal seem

ing to receive my Civilities with Dis

dain shook hjs Head, and bent hi§

Brows, softly raising up his right Fore

foot; to rempve my Hand. Then he

neighed three or four times, but in so

different a Cadence, that I almost be

gan to think he was speaking to him

self in some Language of his own.

While He and I were thus em

ployed, another Horse came up; who

applying himself to the first in a very

formal Manner, they gently struck each

others right Hoof before, neighing seve

ral times by turns, and varying the

Sound, which seemed to be almost ar

ticulate. They went some Paces off, as

if it were to confer together, walking

Side by Side, backward and forward,

like Persons deliberating upon some Af

fair of Weight, but often turning their

Eyes
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Eyes towards me, as it were to watch

that I might not escape. I was amazed

to fee such Actions and Behaviours in

Brute Beasts, and concluded with my

self that if the Inhabitants of this Coun

try were endued with a proportionable

Degree of Reason, they must needs be

the wisest People upon Earth. This

Thought gave me so much Comfort,

that I resolved to go forward until I

could discover some House or Village, or

meet with any of the Natives, leaving

the two Horses to discourse together as

they pleased. But the first, who was

a Dapple-Gray, observing me to steal

off, neighed after me in so expressive a

Tone, that I fancied myself to under

stand what he meant ; whereupon I

turned back, and came near him, to ex.

pact his farther Commands. But con

cealing my Fear as much as I could,

for I began to be in some Pain, how

this Adventure might terminate; and

the Reader will easily believe I did not

much like my present Situation.

The
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The two Horses came up close to

me, looking with great Earnestness up

on my Face and Hands. The grey

Steed rubbed my Hat all round with

his right Fore-hoof, and discomposes

it so much, that I was forced to adjust

it better, by taking it off, and settling

it again ; whereat both he and his Com

panion (who was a brown bay) ap

peared to be much surprized, the latter

felt the Lappet of my Coat, and finding

it to hang loose about me, they both

looked with new Signs of Wonder. He

stroked my Right-hand, seeming to ad

mire the Softness, and Colour ; but he

squeezed it so hard between his Hoof

and his Pastern, that I was forced to

roar ; after which they both touched me

with all possible Tenderness. They were

under great Perplexity about my Shoes

and Stockings, which they felt very of

ten, neighing to each other, and using

Various Gestures, not unlike those of a

Philosopher, when he would attempt to

solve
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solve some new and difficult Phæno-

menon. \. H ^ <vj

Upon the whole, the Behaviour of

these Animals was so orderly and ra

tional, so acute and judicious, that I at

last concluded, they must needs be Ma

gicians, who had thus metamorphosed

themselves upon some design, and see

ing a stranger in the way, were re

solved to divert themselves with him ;

or perhaps were really amazed at the

sight of a Man so very different in Ha

bit, Feature and Compaction from those

who might probably live in so remote a

Climate. Upon the strength of this

Reasoning, I ventured to address them

in, the "following manner :-' Gentlemen,

if you be Conjurers, as P have good

Cause to believe, you ean understand

any Language ; therefore I make bold

to let your Worships know, that lim

a poor distressed Englifl) Man, driven by

his misfortunes upon your Coast, and

I entreat*one of you, to let me ride up

on
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©a' his Back, as if he were a real Horse?

to some House or Village, where I can

be relieved. In return of which Fa

vour, I will make you a Present of

this Knife and Bracelet, (taking them

out of my Pocket.) The two Crea

tures stood silent while I spoke, seeming

too -Men with great Attention; and

when I had ended, they neighed fre

quently ! towards each other, as if they

were engaged in serious Conversation.

I plaitaty'bbieWed* that their Language

e^reffetL: the Passions very well, and

tfteii* ^ofrds^might with little Pains be

refelved^^b^an1 '-Alphabet more easily

ti&h 'the -Cheese. • -

l' I covud frequenly -distinguish the

Word Taboo, which was repeated by

each of them several times ; and altho^

it was impossible for me to conjecture

what it meant; yet while the two

Horses were busy in Conversation, I

endeavoured to practice this Word upon

my Tongue ; and as soon as they were

silent,
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silent, I boldly pronounced Taboo in i

loud Voice, imitating, at the same time,

as near as I could* the Neighing of a

Horse ; at which they were both visibly

surprized, and the Gray repeated the

same Word twice, as ifhe meant to teach

me the right Accent, wherein I spoke

after him as well as I could, and found

myself perceivably to improve every

time, though very far from any Degree

of Perfection. Then the Bay tried me

with a second Word, much harder to

be pronounced ; but reducing it to the

English Orthography, may be spelt thus^

Houyhnhnms. I did not succeed in this

so well as in the former, but after two

or three farther Trials, I had better for

tune ; and they both appeared amazed

at my Capacity.

* » ' , ,

. .. After , fpme farther Discourse ;

which I then conjectured might relate

to me, the two Friends took their

Leaves, with the fame Compliment of

striking each.other's Hoof; and the Gray

made
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made me signs that I should walk be

fore them, wherein I thought it pru

dent to comply, till I could find a bet

ter Director. When I offered to flack-

en my Pace, he would cry Hhuun,

Hbuun ; I guessed his meaning, and

gave him to understand, as well as I

could, that I was weary, and not able

to walk faster ; upon which, he would

stand a while to let me rest.
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The Author conducted by * Houyhnhntn

to his House. The House described.

The Author's Reception. The Food of

the Houyhnhnms. The Author in

Distress for Want of Meat, is at last

relieved. His Manner of feeding in

this Country.

^ m

HAVING tra\

Miles, we came to a long kind

of Building, made of Timber, ftuck in

the Ground, and wattled a-cross; the

Roof was low, and covered with Straw.

I now began to be a little comforted,

and took out some Toys, which Tra

vellers usually carry for Presents to t^e

SaV£|£ Indians of America and other

Parts,
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Parts, in hopes the People of (he House

would be. thereby encouraged 'to re*

ceive nig kindly. The Horse made me

a sign to go in first ; it was a large

Room with a smooth Clay Floor, and.at

Rack and Manger extending the whole

length on one side. There were three

Nags, and {wo Mares, not eating, but

some of th.em sitting down upon their/

Hams, which \ very much wondered*

at ; but wondered more to fee the reit

employed in domestick Business. They

seemed but ordinary Cattle, however

rjiis confirmed my first Opinion, that

a People who could so far civilize brute

Animals, must needs excel in Wisdom

all the Nations of the World* The

Qray came in just, after, and thereby

prevented any ill Treatment, which the.

others might have given me. He neighs

ed to them, several times in a style o£

Authority, and. received Answers.

Beyond this Room there were

three others, reaching the length of the;

C 2 Houses
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House, to which you passed through

three Doors opposite to each other,

in the manner of a Vista ; we went

through the second Room towards the

third, here the Gray walked in first,

beckoning me to attend : I waited in

the second Room, and got ready my

Presents, for the Master and Mistress of

she House : They were two Knives,

three Bracelets of false Pearl, a small

Looking-glass and a Bead Necklace. The

Horse neighed three or four times, and

J waited to hear some Answers in a hu

man Voice, but I observed no other

Returns, than in the fame Dialect, on

ly one or two a little shriller, than his.

I began to think that this House must

belong; to some Person os great Note

among them, because there appeared Ib

much Ceremony before I could gain

Admittance. But, that a Man of Qua

lity should be served all by Horses, was

beyond my Comprehension. I seared

my Brain was disturbed by my Suf

ferings and Misfortunes : I roused my

self
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self^ and looked about me in the Room ,

where I was left alone ; this was fur- ,

nished like the first* only after a more ,

elegant manner. I rubbed my Eyes,

often, but the lame Objects still occur-;

red* I pinched my Aims and Sides, to

awake myself hoping I might be in ar

Dream* I then absolutely concluded,,

that all these.Appearances could be no

thing else but Necromancy and Ma-

gick. But I had no time to pursue these

Reflections; for the Gray Horse came

to the Door, and made me a sign to

follow him into the thir.d Room, where

I saw 9. very comely Mare, together

with a Colt and Fole, sitting upon their

Haunches, upon Matts of Straw, not

oinartfully made, and perfectly neat and

clean. . '* ' ~: , ct

The Mare soon after my Entrance,

rose from her Matt, and coming up

close, aster having nicely observed njy

Hands and Face, gave me a most con

temptuous Look ; then turning to the

C $ Horse,
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Horse, I heard"the wordjjaboo often*

repeated betwijft them' ; the meaning

ofwhich word I could noif then com

prehend, : although ft were '. the first I

had learned to pronounce p but I was

soon better informed, to my everlasting

Mortification : £or the Horse beckning

to' ttie with, his Head, atod repeating

the. Word Hhuun> Hhubn, as he did

upon the Road, which I understood

was to attend him, led me Out into a

kind of Court, where was- another

Building at some Distance from the

House. Here we enters and I saw

ihree of these detestable Creatures,

'whom I 'first met after my Landing,

feeding upon Roots, and the Flesli of

feme Animals, which I afterwards found

to be that of Asses and Dogs, and now

and then a Cow dead by Accident or

.•Disease. They were all tyed by the

*Neck with strong Wyths, fastened to a

-Beam'; they held their Food between

the Claws of their Fore-feet, and tore

it with their Teeth*

> The
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The Master Horse ordered a Sor-

rel Nag, one" of his Servants, to untie

Æe largest of these Animals, and'take

him into .the Yard. The Beast and £

were brought close together • ^nd Jout

Countenances diligently compared, :i>6th

by Master and Servant, who thereupon

repeated several times the woftT Tahoo.

My Horror and Astonishment' a;fe| ndc

to be described, when I observed,' P' in

this abominable Animal, a perfect , hu

man Figure ; the Face of it indep$

was" flat and broad, tlje Nose depres

sed, the Lips large, and the Motitjfi

wide. But these Differences are com

mon to all Savage Nations, where the

Lineaments of the Countenance are di

storted by the Natives suffering their

Infants to lie grovelling on the Earth,

or by carrying them on their Backs,

nuzzling with their Face against tnc

Mother's Shoulders. The Fore-feet; of

the Taboo differed from my Hands in

nothing else, but the Length of the

C 4 iNaft
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>Jails, the Coarseness and Brownnefe of

the Palms, and the Hairiness on the

Backs, There was the fame Resem

blance between our Feet, with the

same Differences, which I knew very

well, tho* the Horses did not, because

of my Shoes and Stockings ; the fame in

every Part of our Bodies, except as to

Hairiness and Colour, which 1 have al

ready described. k v , j

The great Difficulty that seemed to

stick with the two Horses, was, to sec

the rest of my' Body so very different

from that of a Taboo, for which I was

obliged to my Cloaths, whereof they

had no Conception : The Sorrel Nag

offered me a Root, which he held (af

ter their manner, as we shall describe

in its proper place) between his Hoof

and Pastern; I took it in my Hand, and

having smelt it, returned it to him a-

gain as civilly as I could. He brought

out of the Tahoo's Kennel a piece of

Ass's Flesh, but it sinelt so offensively

that
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that I turned from it with loathing,

he then threw it to the, Tabdo, by

whom it was greedily devoured. He

- afterwards shewed me a Whifp of Hay,

and a Fetlock full of Oats ; but I sliook

my Head, to signify, that neither of

these were Food for me. And indeed,

\ now apprehended, that I must abso

lutely starve, if I did not getto some of

my own Species : For as to those filthy

Taboos, although there were few great

er Lovers of Mankind, at that time,

than myself ; lyet I confess I never law

any sensitive Being so detestable on aH

accounts; and the more I came near

'them, the more hateful they grew,

while I staid in that Country. This

• the Master Horse observed by my Be

haviour, and therefore sent the Taboo

back to his Kennel. He then put his

Fore-hoof to his Mouth, at which %

was much surprized; althoughhe did

it with Ease, and with a Motion that

appeared perfectly natural, and rrtade

' other signs to know what I would eat ;

but
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but I could not return him such an

Answer as he was able to apprehend •

and if he had understood me, I did

not see how it Was pbssible to contrive

any way /or finding myjelf Nourilh-

Æjent. While we were thus engaged,

I observed a Cow pacing by, where

upon I pointed to her, and expressed it

Desire to let me . go and milk hef. ,

This had its Effect ; for he led me back

into the House, and ordered a Mare-

Servant to open a Room, where a good

store ofMilk lay in Earthen and Wooden

Vessels, after a very orderly and clean

ly manner. She gave me a large Bowl

full, of which I drank very heartily

and found myself well refreshed. f

About Noon I saw coming towards

the House a kind of Yehicle drawn like

a Sledge by Four Taboos. There was

in it an old Steed> who seemed to be of

Quality, he alighted with his Hind-feet

forward, having by Accident got. a

Jluct in his Left Fore-foot. He came
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to dine with our Horse, who received

him with great Civility. They dined isu

the best Room, and had Oats boiled

in Milk fpr the second Course, which

the old Horfe eat warm, but the reft,

cold. Their Mangers, were placed ,cir- .

fcular in the middle of the Room, an&

divided into several Partitions, round

which they late on their Haunche*

upon Bosses of Straw. In the middte

was a large Rack with Angles an

swering to «very Partition of the Mahc

ger. So that each Horse and Marc

eat thefr own Hay, ^and their own

Mash of Oafs and Milk, with much De

cency arfd Regularity." The Behaviour

of the young Colt and Fole appeared

Very modest, and that of the Master

and Mistress extremely ehearful ,and

complaisant to their Guest. The Gray

ordered me to stand by him, 'andmuch

discourse passed between him and his

Friend concerning me, as I found by

the Stranger's often looking on me, and

'
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the frequent Repetition of the Word

Tahoo, , . « "

s'-t happened to wear my Gloves >

which the Master-Gray observing, seem

ed perplexed, discovering signs of Won

der what I had done to my Fore-feet ;

Be put his Hoof three or four times to,

diem, as if he would signify, that I

flbould reduce them to their former

Shape, which I presently didj pulling

off both my Gloves, ' and putting them

into my Pocket. This occasioned far

ther Talk, and J saw the Company was

pleased with my Behavipurf/;whereof I

soon found the good Effects* ,1. was or

dered to speak the few Words I un

derstood, and while they were at Din

ner, the Master taught me the Names

for Oats, Milk, Fire, Water, and some

others ; which I could readily pronounce

,after him, having from my Youth a

$reat Facility in learning Languages.

». > , . . : -

" When
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When Dinner was done, the Ma

ster Horse took me afide, and by figns

and wonders made me understand the

Concern that he was in, that I had no.

thing to eat, Oats in their Tongue are

"called Hlunnh. This Word I pronoun

ced two or three times; for although

I had refused them at first, yet upon

second Thoughts, I considered that X

could contrive to make of them a kind

of Bread, which might be sufficient

with Milk to keep me alive, till I could

make my Escape to some other Country,

and to Creatures of my own Species.

The Horse immediately ordered a White

Mare-servant of his Family to bring

me a good Quantity of Oats in a fort

of wooden Tray. These I heated be

fore the Fire as well as I could, and

rubbed them till the Husks came off

which I made a shift to winnow from

the Grain; I ground and beat them

between two Stones, then took Water,

and made them into a Paste or Cake,

which



which I toasted at the Fire, and ejat

warm with MUk. It was at first a

very insijji$ I^iet, though common c-.

nough, in many Parts, of Euvofey but

grew^ tolerable by Time ; and having

Jpeen often reduced to. hard Fare in my

Use, this was not the fast Experiment

% had made how easily Nature is sa

tisfied And I cannot but observe, that

I never had one Hour's Sickness, white

I staid in this Island. *X*S true, I some^-

times made a shift to. catch a Rabbet?,

or Bird, by Springes made of Taboos

Hairs, and I often gathered wholesome

Herbs, which I boiled, or eat as Sa-

lades with my Bread, and now and then?,

for a Rarity, I made a little Butter*,

and drank the Whey. I w.as at first

at a great loss for Salt '; but Custom,

soon reconciled the want of it; and I

am confident that the frequent use of

Salt among us, is an Effect of Luxury,

and was first introduced only as a Pro

vocative to drink ; except where it is

•eceflary for preserving of Flesh in long,

Voyages,
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Voyages, or in Places remote ffbra

great Markets. For we observe no Ani

mal to be fond of it but Man : And as

to myself, when I left this Country, it

was a great while before I could en

dure the Taste of it in any thing that

I eat.

This is enough to fay upon the

Subject of my Dyet, wherewith other

Travellers fill their Books, as if the

Readers were personally concerned,

whether we fare well or ill. How

ever, it was necessary to mention this

Matter, lest the World should ihink it

impossible that I could find Sustenance

for thfree Years in such a Country, and

among such Inhabitants.

When it< grew towards Evening,

the Master Horse "ordered a Place for

me to lodge in ; it was but Six Yards

from the House, and separated from

$e Stable of the Tahoos. Here I got

lbme Straw, and covering myself with

my
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my own Cloaths, slept very found. But

I was in a short time better accommo

dated, as the Reader (hall know here

after, when I come to treat more parti

cularly about my way of living.

• •.• 33003, V'i.
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CHAP. III. -

The Author studious to learn the Lan

guage, the Houyhnhn« his Master

assists in teaching him. The Language

described. Several Houyhnhnms of

Quality come out of Curiosity to see

the Autbor. He gives his Master a

stjort Account of his Voyage.

MY principal Endeavour was to

learn the Language, which my

Master (for so I shall henceforth call

him) and his Children, and every Ser

vant of his House were desirous to

teach, me. For they looked upon it as

a Prodigy that a brute Animal should

discover such Marks of a rational Crea

ture. I pointed to every thing, and en

quired the Name of it, which I wrote

Part IV. D down
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down in my Journal-Book when I was

alone, and corrected my bad Accent,

by desiring those of the Family to pro

nounce it often. In this Employment,

a Sorrel Nag, one ofthe under Servants,

was very ready to aflist me.

Iw speaking, they pronounce through

the Nose and Throat, . and their Lan

guage approaches nearest to the High-

Dutch or German, of any I know in

Europe ; but is much more graceful and

significant. The Emperor Charles V.

made almost the lame Observation, when

he said, That if he were to speak to his

Horse, it should be in High-Dutch.

The Curiosity and Impatience ofmy

Master were so great, that he spent

many Hours of his Leisure to instruct

me. He was convinced (as he after

wards told me) that I must be a Tahoo,

but my Teachableness, Civility and

Cleanliness astonished him ; which

were Qualities altogether so opposite to

those
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those Animals, He was most perplex

ed about my Cloaths, reasoning some

times with himself, whether they were

a part of my Body ; for I never pulled

them off till the Family were asleep,

and got them on before they waked

in the Morning. My Master was «a«-

ger to learn from whence I came, how

I acquired those Appearances of Rea

son, which I discovered in all my Acti

ons, and to know my Story from my

own Mouth, which he hoped he should

soon do by the great Proficiency I made

in learning and pronouncing their Words

and Sentences. To help my Memory,

I formed all I learned into the Etigllft

Alphabet, and writ the Words down

with the Translations. This last, after

some time, I ventured to do in my

Master's Presence. It cost me much

Trouble to explain to him what I was

doing j for the Inhabitants have not

the least Idea of Books and Litera-
I • ', ' I ' r. " .

tore. 1 1 •• "

i : -j ,

D 2 In
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In about Ten Weeks time I was

able to understand most of his Que

stions, and in three Months could give

him some tolerable Answers, He was

extremely curious to know from what

Part .of the Country I came, and how

|,was taught to imitate a rational Crea

ture, because the Taboos, (whom he saw

I exactly resembled in my Head, Hands

and Face, that were only visible,) with

some appearance of Cunning, and the

strongest Disposition to Mischief, were

observed to be the most unteaechble

of all Brutes. " I answerd, That I came

over the Sea, from a far Place, with

many others of my own Kind, in a

great hollow Vessel made of the Bodies

of Trees. That my Companions forced

me to land on this Coast, and then

left me to shift for myself. It was

with some Difficulty, and by the help

of many Signs, that I brought him to

understand me. He replied , That I

must needs be mistaken, or that I said

, the
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the Thing -which was not. (For they

have no Word in their Languxge to

express Lying or Falsehood. He knew

it was impossible that there could be a

Country beyond the Sea, or that a par

cel of Brutes could move a Wooden

Vessel whither they pleased upon Wa

ter. He was sure no Houyhnhnm alive

could make- such a Vessel, nor would

trust Taboos to manage it,

V • 1 ' ' . . . . . • - .

Th e Word Houyhnhnm , in their

Tongue, signifies a Horse, and in its

Etymology, The PelrfeHion of Nature.

I told my Master, that I was at a

loss for Expression, but would improve

as fast as I could ; and hoped in a short

time I should be able to tell him Win

ders : He was pleased to direct his

own Mare, his Colt and Fole, and the

Servants of the Family to take all Op

portunities of instructing me, and eve

ry Day for two or three Hours, he

was at the lame Pains himself : Several

Horses and Mares of Quality in the

D 1 Neigh
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Neighbourhood , came often to our

House upon the Report spread of a

wonderful Taboo, that could speak h%e

a .Houjhtthnm, and seemed in his Words

and Actions to discover some Glimmer-

ings of Reason. These delighted to

converse with me , they put many Que

stions, and received such Answers, as I

was. able to return., By all these Ad

vantages, I made. Ib great a Progress,

that in five Months from my Arrival,

I underwood whatever was spoke, and

could express myself tolerably weli. , ,

T^h tr Hovyhnhiims. who came to visit

my faster, out, Qf ^ Resign of seeing

and ,ta(king with me, could hardly be

lief nie tp be , a, rjgfrt Taboo, because

mjf Be#y .had a different Covering frpra

others of my Kind. • They werp asto

nished to observe me. without the ususal

Hair or Skin, except on my Head,,, pace

and Hands'{ but- j discovered, that, 5e:

cret tq my Master, upon an Accident,,

which- happened' about, a Fortnight be

fore. \, r , I
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I have already told the Reader,

that every Night when the Family were

gone to Bed, it was my Custom, to strip

and, cover myself with my Qoaths i

It happened one Morning early, that

my Master sent for me, by the Sorrql

Nag, who was his Valet; when he

came, I was fast asleep, my Cloaths fal

len off on one side, and my Shirt above

my "Waste. I awaked at the Noise he

made, and observed him to deliver his

Message in some Disorder ; after which

he went to my Master, and in a great

Fright gave him a very confused Ac

count of what he had seen : This I

presently discovered ; for going as soon

as I was dressed, to pay my Attendance

upon his Honour, he asked me the mean

ing of what his Servant had reported,-

that I was not the fame Thing when; I

slept as I appeared to be at other times;

that his Valet assured him, some part

Of me was White, some Yellow, at least

not so White, and some Brown.

D 4 I
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I had hitherto concealed the Secret

of my Dress, in order to distinguish my

self as much as I could from the cursed

Race of Taboos \ but now I found it in

vain to do so any longer. Besides, I con

sidered that my Cloaths and Shoes would

soon wear out, which already were in a

declining Condition, and must be sup

plied by some Contrivance from the

Hides of Taboos or other Brutes ; where

by the whole Secret would be known :

I therefore told my Master, That in the

Country from whence I came, those of

my kind always covered their Bodies

with the Hairs of certain Animals pre

pared by Art, as well for Decency, as

to avoid the Inclemencies ofAir both hot

and cold ; of which, as to my own Person

I would give him immediate Conviction,

if he pleased to command me ; only de-

firing his Excuse, if I did not expose

those Parts, that Nature taught us to

conceal. He said my Discourse was all

very strange, but especially the last part ; .

for
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for he could not understand why Nature

should teach us to conceal what Nature

had given. That neither himself nor

Family were alhamed of any Parts o£

their Bodies j but however I might d<^

as I pleased. Whereupon, I first un

buttoned my Coat, and pulled it off. I

did the same with my Waste-coat; I

drew of my Shoes, Stockings and Bree

ches. I let my Shirt down to my

Waste, and drew up the Bottom, fast*,

ning it like a Girdle about my middle

to hide my Nakedness. , • ,

My Master observed the whole Per

formance with great Signs of Curiosity

and Admiration. He took up all my

Cloaths in his Pastern, one Piece after

another, and examined them diligent

ly ; he then stroaked my Body very

gently, and looked round me several

times, after which he said, it was plain

I must be a perfect Tahoo ; but that I

differed very much from the rest of my

Species, in the Softness, and Whiteness

and
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and Smoothness of my Skin, my want

of Hair in several Parts of my Body,

the shape and shortness of my Claws

behind and before, and my affectation

Of walking continually on my two Hin

der-feet, He desired to see no more,

and gave me leave to put on my Cloaths

again, for I was shuddering with CokL

I expressed my uneasiness at his

giving me so often the Appellation of

Taboo, an odious Animal, for which I

had so utter ah Hatred and Contempt,

I begged he would forbear applying

that Word to me, and take the same

Order in his Family, and among his

Friends whom he suffered to fee me.

I requested likewise, that the Secret of

having a false Covering to my Body

might be known to none but Himself,

afe least as long as my present Cloath*

ing should" last'; 'for, as to what the

$6rre*| Nag his Valet had observed, his

Honour might command him to con

ceal it,
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;;All this my Master very graciously

consented to, and thus the Secret was

kept till my Cloaths began to' wear out,

which I was forced to supply by seve

ral Contrivances, that shall hereafter be

mentioned. In the mean time, he de

sired I would go on with my utmost

Diligence to learn their Language, be

cause he was more astonished 'at my Ca

pacity for Speech and Reafon, than at

the Figure of my Body, whether k

were covered or no ; adding, that he

waited with some Impatiencee to hear

the Wonders which I promised to tell

him. s. if. ^ ; , o i

r-.Av-.--v" . ;'-.-t: . 1 •! I ' : f\ ,

From thenceforward he doubled the

Pains he- had been at to instruct: me;

he brought me into all Company, and

made them treat me with Civility, be*

cause, as he told them privately, this

would put , me into good Humour, and

make me more diverting, i «vri :
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Evb r y Day when I waited on

liim, beside the Trouble he was at in

teaching, he would ask me several Que

stions concerning myself, which I an

swered as well as I could ; and by these,

means he had already received some

general Ideas, though very imperfect.

It would be tedious to relate the seve

ral Steps, by which I advanced to a

more regular Conversation : But the

first Account I gave of myself in any

Order and Length, was to this pur

pose:

That I came from a very far

Country, as I had alrerdy attempted

to tell him with about Fifty more of

my own Species ; that we travelled

upon the Seas, in a great hollow Vessel

made of Wood, and larger than his

Honour's House. I described the Ship

to him in the best terms I could, and

explained by the help of my Handker

chief displayed, how it was driven for

ward
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ward by the Wind. That upon a Quar-

eel among us, I was set on shore on

this Coast, where I , walked forward

without knowing whither, till he deli

vered me from the Persecution of those

execrable Taboos. He asked me, Who

made the Ship, and how it was possi

ble that the Houyhnhnms ofmy Country

would leave it to the Management of

Brutes ? My Answer was, That I durst

proceed no farther in my Relation, un

less he would give me his Word and

Honour that he would not be offended,

and then I would tell him the Won

ders I had so often promised. He a-

greed ; and I went on by assuring him,

that the Ship was made by Creatures

like myself, who in all the Countries

I had travelled, as well as in my

own, were the only governing, rational

Animals ; and that upon my Arrival

hither, I was as much astonished to see

the Houyhnhnms act like rational Be

ings, as he or his Friends could be in

finding some Marks of Reason in a

.v Creature '
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Creature he was pleased to call a Tabo»t

to which I owned my Resemblance in

every Part, but could not account for

their degenerate and brutal Nature. I

said farther, That if good Fortune ever

restored me to my native Country, to

relate myTravels hither, as I resolved

to do, evety body would believe that I

said the Thing which was not ; that I

invented the Story out of my own Head ;

and with all possible resptct to Himself,

his Family, and Friends, and under his

Promise of not being offended, our

Countrymen would hardly think it pro

bable, that a Houyhnhnm should be the

presiding Creature of a Nation, and a

Tabeo the Brute,

 

CHAP.
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C H A P. IV.

The Houyhnhnms Notion of Truth and

FalJJwod. The Autbor's Discourse dis

approved by his Master. . The Autbor

gives a more -particular ^Account of

himself and the Accidents of his

Voyage.

A /f' Y Master heard me with great

W-*- appearances of Uneasiness in his

Countenance, because Doubting or not

lelieving, are so little known in this

Country, that the Inhabitants cannot

tell how to behave themselves under

such Circumstances. And I remember

in frequent Discourses with my Master

concerning the Nature- of Manhood, in

other Parts of the World, having occa

sion
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sion to talk of Lying, and false Repe*

sentatidHi it was with much Difficulty

that he comprehended what I meant,

although he had otherwise a most acute

Judgment. For he argued thus : That

the Use of Speech was to make us un

derstand one another, and to receive In

formation of Facts ; now ifany one said

the Thing which was not, those Ends

were defeated ; because I cannot pro

perly be said to understand him, and I

am so far from receving Information,

that he leaves me worse than in Igno

rance, for I am led to believe a Thing

Black when it is White, and Sbort when

it is Long. And these were all the No

tions he had concerning that Faculty of

Lying, so perfectly well understood a-

mong human Creatures.

T o return from this Digression ;

when I asserted that the Tahoos were

the only governing Animals in my Coun

try, which my Master said was altoge

ther past his Conception, he desired to
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know, whether we had Houyhnhnms a-

jnong us, and what was their Employ

ment : I told him, we had great Num

bers, that in Summer they grazed in

the Fields, and in Winter were kept

in Houses, with Hay and Oats, when

Tahoo-Servants were employed to rub

their Skins smooth, comb their Manes,

pick their Feet, serve them with Food,

and make their Beds. I understand

you well, said my Master it is now ve-

ry plain, from all you hate spoken* that

whatever share of Reason the Taboos

pretended tp, the Houyhnhnms are your

Masters; I heartily wish our Taboos

would be Ib tractable, I begged his

Honour would please to excuse me

from proceeding any farther, be

cause I was very certain that the Ac

count he expected from me would

be highly displeasing. But he insisted

in commanding me to let him know

the best and the worst : I told him, he

should be obeyed. I owned, that the

Houyhnhnms among us, whom "rte cak

ParT IV, E led
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led Horses, were the most generou'sr'"and

comely Animal we had, that they ex

celled in Strength and Swiftness - and

when they belonged to Persons ofQua

lity,- employed in • Travelling, Racing,

or drawing Chariots, they were trea

ted with much Kindness and Care, till

they fell into Diseases, or became foun-

dred in the Feet; and then they were

isoldjiand used to all kind of. Drudgery

tifl'fhey died; after which their Skins

we*e>; stripped and fold for what they

were, worth, and their Bodies left to.

*tfe> 'devoured by Dogs and Birds of Prey.

vBut the common Race of Horses had

;:jiot; fo good Fortune, being kept by

farmers and Carriers and other -mean

• Jttople, who put them to greater La-

bfmr^iand feed them worse. I-describ-

fed *as weU as I could, our wa!y of Ri-

:d>iBg>tthe shape and use of a Bridle, a

.Saddle, a Spur, and a Whip, of Harness

a'n$- Wheels. ' I added, that we fastned

Piatesiof a certain hard Substance cal

led Iron at the Bottom of their Feet,
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to } preserve their Hoofs from being

broken by the stony Ways on which

we often travelled.
. • ' , . 1 .' >.' ' l> . . . . !

• ' ' v ,' • ' • ' ' ' .' - V ' * • t( t.

My Master, after some Expressions

of great Indignation, wondered how we

dared, to ,venture upon a Houjhnhnm's

Back, for he was siuje, that the mean-^

est Servant ;in h$ iHouse . would be

able to shake of the. strongest Taboo,

or by lying downy and rouling on his.

Back,; squeeze, the Brute to Death, I;

answered, That our Horses were train

ed up from three or four Years old to

the several Uses we intended them for ;

That if any of them proved intolerably

vicious, ,they were employed for Car

riages ; that they were severely beaten

while they were young, for any mis

chievous Tricks: That the Males, de

signed for common Use of Riding or

Draught, were generally castrated about

two Years after their Birth, to take down

their Spirits, and make them more tame

and gentle j that they were indeed fensi-

E 2 blc
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ble ofRewards and Punishments ; but his,

Honour would please to consider, that

they had not the least Tincture of Rea

son any more than the Taboos in this,

Country.

It put me to the Pains of many

Circumlocutions to give my Master a

right Idea of what I spoke ; for their

Language doth not abound in Variety

of Words, because their Wants and Pas

sions are fewer than among us. But it

is impossible to repreat his noble Re

sentment at our savage Treatment of

the Houyhnhnm Race, particularly af

ter I had explained the Manner and

Use of Castrating Horses among us, tq

hinder them from propagating their

Kind, and to render them more servile.

He said, if it were possible there could

be any Country where Taboos alone were

endued with Reason, they certainly must

be the governing Animal, because Rea?

son will in time always prevail against

Brutal Strength. But, considering

1
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the Frame of our Bodies, and especial

ly of mine, he thought no Creature of

equal Bulk was so ill contrived, for em

ploying that Reason in the common Of

fice of Life ; whereupon he desired to

know whether those among whom I

lived, resembled me or the Taboos of

his Country. I assured him, that I was

as well shaped as most of my Age •

but the younger and the Females were

much more soft and tender, and the

Skins of the latter generally as White

as Milk. He said, I differed indeed from

other Taboos, being much more cleanly,

and not altogether so deformed, but in

point of real Advantage, he thought I

differed for the worse. That my Nails

were of no Use either to my Fore oz

Hinder-Feet: As to my Fore-Feet he

could not properly call them by that

Name, for he never observed me to

walk upon them ; that they were too

soft to bear the Ground; that I gene

rally went with them uncovered, nei

ther was the Covering I sometimes wore

E $ on
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on them, of the same Shape, Orfo'strong

as that on my Feet behind.' That fcould

not walk with any Security, for if either

of my Hinder-Feet slipped, I must inevi

tably fall. He then began to find fault

with ^otHer Parts of my Body, the Flat

ness of my Face, the Prominence of my

Nose, mine -Eyes placed directly in the

Front, so that I could not look oa' ei

ther Side without turning my Head :

That I was not able to feed myself,

without lifting my Fore-Feet to my

Mouth : And therefore Nature had

placed those Joynts to answer that Ne

cessity. He knew not what could be

the Use of those several Clefts and Di

visions in my Feet: behind, that these

were too soft, to bear the Hardness and

Sharpness of Stones without': 'a- Cover

ing made from the Skin of some other

Brute 5 that my whole Body wanted a

Fence against Heat and Cold, which I

was forced to put on and off every Day

with Tediousness and Trouble. And

lastly, that he observed very Animal in

this
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this Country naturally to abhor the .

Tab'oos, whom the Weaker avoided, apd'

the Stronger drove from.them. So' that

supposing us to have the. Gift of Rea

son, he could not see* how it were pos

sible to cure that natural Antipathy

which every Creature discovered against

us-' nor consequently, how we coiitd

tame and render them serviceaSle.

However, he would (as he said) de

bate ihe Matter no farther, because'he

was more desirous to know my own,

Stpry, the Country where I was born,

and the several Actions and Events or

my Life before I came hither.' —— ••

I assume d him, how extremely. de

sirous I. was that he should be satisfied

In every Point; but I doubted much,

whether , it would be possible for me to

explain myself on several Subjects where

of his Honour could have no Concep

tion, ,because I saw nothing in his Coun

try to which I could resemble them,

That however, I would do my best,

E 4 and
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inJ strive to exprefc myself by Simili

tudes, humbly desiring his Assistance

when I wanted proper wordsj which

he was pleased^ to promise me.

.1 s'aid, my Birth was of honest Pa

rents in an Island called England) which

was remote from . this Country, as ma

ny Days Journey as the strongest ofhis

Honour's Servants could travel in the

Annual Course of the Sun. That I was

bred a Surgeon, whose Trade is to cure

Wounds and Hurts in the Body, got by

Accident or Violence ; that my Country

was governed by a Female Man, whom

We called Queen. That I left it to get

Riches, whereby I might maintain my

self and Family when I should return.

That in my last Voyage I was Com

mander of the Ship, and had about fifty

Taboos under me, many of which died

at Sea, and I was forced to supply them

by orhers picked out from several Na

tions. That our Ship was twice in.

^Danger of being funk ; the first time by

a
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a great Storm, and the second, by strik

ing against a Rock; Here my Master

interposed, by asking me, How I could

persuade Strangers out of different Coun

tries to venture with me, after the

Losses I had sustained, and the Hazards

I had run. I said, they were Fellows

of delperate Fortunes forced to fly from

the Places of their Birth, on account

of their Poverty or their Crimes. Some

were undone by Law-suits ; others spent

all they had in Drinking, Whoring and

Gaming ; others fled for Treason; many

for Murder, Theft, Poysoning, Robbe

ry, Perjury, Forgery, Coining false Mo

ney, for committing Rapes or Sodomy,

for flying from their Colours, or desert

ing to the Enemy, and most of them

had broken Prison ; none of these durst

return to their Native Countries for fear

of being hanged, or of starving in a

Jail ; and therefore were under a ne

cessity of seeking a Livelihood in other

Jflaces.

During
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- During this Discourse, my Master

was pleased; to interrupt me several

/Times; I had made use of many ..Cir-r

cumlocutions in describing to him the

Nature of the several Crimes, for which

most of our Crew had been forced, to

fly their Country. TJms Labour look

up several Days Conversation before he

was able to comprehend me. He was

wholly at a Loss to know .what could

be the. Use or Neceflity, of Practising

those Vices. .To clear up which I, en

deavoured, to give him ,some Ideas of

the Desire of Power and Riches, of the

terribleJSffects of Luft). Intemperance,

Malice and, Envy. . All this, I was for

ced to desine and describe by putting

of Cases,; aud making of .; Suppositions.

. After which,, lijke one whose Imaginatjipn

xw_as struck.with something, (never se.en

or heard of before, he would lift up

his Eyes 'with Amazement and Indigna

tion. Power, Government, War, Law,

Punishment , and a Thousand other

:U Things
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Things had no Terms, wherein that

Language could express them, which

made the Difficulty almost insuperable

to give my Master any Conception of

what I meant. But being of an ex

cellent Understanding, much improved

by Contemplation. and Converse, he at

last arrived at a competent Knowledge

of. what. Human Nature in our Parts

,6f the ' World is capable to perform,

.and desired I would give him some par

ticular Account of that Land, which

we call. Euros but especially of my

own Country.
 

1 CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

The Author at his Master's Commands

informs him of the State of England,

The Causes of War among the Princes

tf Europe. The Author begins to ex

plain the English Constitution*

THE Reader may please to ob

serve, that the following Extract

of many Conversations I had with my

Master, contains a Summary of the

most material Points, of wnich were dis

coursed at several times for above Two

Years ; his Honour often desiring ful

ler Satisfaction as I farther improved

in the Houyhnhnm Tongue. I laid be

fore him, as well as I could, the whole

State of Europe ; I discoursed of Trade

:i • and
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and Manufactures, of Arts and Sci

ences ; and the Answers I gave to all

the Questions he made, as they arose

upon several Subjects, were a Fund of

Conversation not to be exhausted. But

I shall here only set down the Substance

of what passed between us concerning

my own Country, reducing it into Or

der as well as I can, without any Re

gard to Time or other Circumstanct^

while I st#ictly adhere to Truth. My

only Concern is, that I shall hardly be

able to do Justice to my Master'* Ar

guments and Expressions, which must

needs suffer by my want of capacity, as

well as by a Translation into our barba-

rpus English. ,

In Obedience therefore to his Ho*

nour's Commands, I related to him the

Revolution under the Prince of Qrange,

the long War with France entered into

by the said Prince, and renewed by his

Successor tha present Queen, wherein

$he greatest Powers of Christendom were

engaged,
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engaged, and which still continued ..j I.

computed at his Request, that about a,,

Million of Tahoos might have been kil

led in the whole Progress of it, and

perhaps a Hundred or more Cities ta-.

ken, and thrice as many Ships ' burnt,

or funk., ' -..r.»<! F..7.,;J

:' ,T..a' • f,": '..i;r'."> :\ ;» y..n

H e asked me what were the usual

Causes or Motives that made one

Country go to War with another. y&

answered they were innumerable, but I

should only, mention a few of the chief.

Sometimes the Ambition of Princes,

who never think they have Land or

People enough to govern: Sometimes

the Corruption of Ministers, who en

gage their Master in a War in order to

stifle or divert the Clamour of the Sub

jects against their Evil Administration,

Difference in Opinions hath cost many

Millions of Lives : For instance, whe-:

ther Flesh be Bread, or Bread be Flejh ,

whether the Juice of a certain Berry

be 'Blood or Wine ; whether Whistling

c' v ; > be
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be a Vice or a Virtue 5 whether it be

better to kiss a Post, or throw it into

the Fire ; what is the best Colour for

a Coat, whether tBlack, White, Red ov

Gray ; and whether it should be long

or short, narrow or wide, dirty op

clean, with many more. Neither are

any "Wars so furious . and bloody, or of

so long Continuance, as those occasioned

by Difference in Opinion, especially if it

be in things indifferent. 1 -

Sometimes the Quarrel between

two Princes is to decide which of them

shall dispossess a Third of his Domini

ons, where neither of them pretend to

any Right. Sometimes one Prince

quarrelleth with another, for fear the

other should quarrel with him. Some-^

times a War is entered upon, because

the Enemy is too strong, and sometimes

because he is too weak. Sometimes

our Neighbours want the Things which

we have, or have the Things which

we want ; and we both fight, till they

take
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take ours or give us theirs. It k 4

very justifiable Cause of War to invade

a Country after the People have been

wasted by Famine, destroyed by Pefti*

fence, or embroiled by Factions among

themselves. It is justifiable to enter in

to War against our nearest ABy, when

one of his Towns lies convenient for us,

or a Territory of Land, that would ren

tses- our Dominions round and coin-

pleat. If a Prince sends Forces into a

Nation, where the People are poor and

ignorant, be may lawfully put half of

them to Death, and make Slaves of the

rest, in order to civilize and reduce

them from their barbarous Way of Liv

ing. It is a very kingly, honourable,

and frequent Practice, when one Prince

desires the Assistance of another to se

cure him against an Invasion, that the

Assistant, when he hath driven out the

Invader, should seize on the Domini-,

ons himself, and kill, imprison or ba

nish the Prince he came to relieve.

Allyance by Blood or Marriage, is a

frequent

V
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frequant Cause of War between Princes,

and .the nearer the Kindred is, the great

er is their Disposition to quarrel : Poor

Nations are hungry, and rich Nations

are fronds and Pride and Hunger will

ever be at Variance. For those Reasons,

the Trade of a Soldier is held the most

honourable of all others : Because a

Soldier is a Taboo hired to kill in cold

Blood as many of his own Species, who

have never offended him, as possibly

he can.

There are likewise another Kind

of Princes in Eurose y not able to

make War by themselves, who hire out

their Troops to richer. Nations, for so

much a Day to each Man ; of which

they keep three fourths to themselves,

and it is the best part of their Main

tenance ; such are those in many Nor

them Parts of Europe.

What you have told me, (said my

Master) upon the Subject; of War, does

Part IV. F indeed
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indeed discover most admirably the Ef

fects of that Reason you pretend to :

However, it is happy that the Shame is

greater than the Danger ; and that Na

ture hath left you utterly uncapable of

doing much Mischief. '

For your Mouths lying flat with

your Faces, you can hardly bite each

other to any purpose, unless by Con

sent. Then as to the Claws upon your

Feet before and behind , they are so

short and tender that one of our Tjiboos

would drive a dozen of yours before

him. And therefore in recounting the

Numbers of those who have been killed

in Battle, I cannot but think that you

have said the Thing that is not.

I could not forbear shaking my

Head and smiling a little at his Igno

rance. And being no Stranger to the

Art of War, I gave him a Description of

Cannons, Culverins, Muskets,. Cara

bines, Pistols, Bullets, Powder, Swords?

• Bayonets,



the Houyhnhnms. 67

Bayonets, Sieges, Retreats, Attacks

Undermines, Countermines, Bombard

ments, Sea-fights ; Ships funk with a

Thousand Men, Twenty thousand kil

led on each Side; dying Groans, Limbs

flying in the Air, Smoak, Noise, Confu

sion, trampling to Death under Horses

Feet ; Flight, Pursuit, Victory ; Fields,

strewed with Carcases left tor Food to

Dogs, and Wolves, and Birds of Prey j

Plundering, Stripping., Ravishing, Burn

ing,- and Destoying. And to let forth

the Valor of my own dear Countymen,

I assured him, that I had seen them

blow up a Hundred Enemies at cnce in

a Siege, and as many in a Ship, and

beheld the dead Bodies come down in

pieces from the Clouds, to the great

Diversion of the Spectators.

I was going on to more Particulars,

when my Master commanded me Si

lence. He said, Whoever understood

the Nature of Taboos might easily be

lieve it possible for so vile an Animal,

F 2 to
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to be capable 'of every Action I had

named, if their Strength and Cunning

eqaalled their Malice. But as my Dis

course had increased his Abhorrence of

the whole Species, so he found it gave

him a Disturbance in his Mind, to

which he was wholly a Stranger before.

He thought his Ears being used to

such abominable Words, might by De

grees admit them with less Detestation.

That although he hated' the Tahoos of

this Country, yet he no more blamed

them for their odious Qualities, than

he he did a Gnnayh (a Bird of Prey) for

its Cruelty, or a sharp Stone for cutting

my Hoof. But when a Creature pre

tending to Reason, could be capable

of such Enormities, he dreaded lest the

Corruption of that Faculty might be

worse than Brutality itself. He seemed

rherefore confident, that instead of Rea-

3n, we were only possessed of some

Quality' fitted to increase our natural

Vice; ; as the Reflection from a trou

bled Stream returns the Image of an

ill-
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ill-shapen Body, not only larger, bue

more distorted.

He added, That he had heard too

much upon the Subject of War, both

in this, and some former Discourses.'

There was another Point which a lit

tle perplexed him at present. I had in

formed him, that some of our Crew

lest their Country on account of be

ing ruined by Law ; that I had alrea

dy explained the meanirig of the Word ;

but he was a Loss how it should come

to pass, that the Law which was in

tended for every. Man's Preservation,»

should be any Man's Ruin. Therefore

he desired to be farther satisfied what

I meant by Law, and what fort of Dis

pensers thereof it could be by whose

Practices the Property of any Person

could be lost, instead of being preserv

ed. He added, he saw not what great

Occasion there could be for this thing

called Law, since all the Intentions and

Purposes of it may be fully answered

F j by



70 A VOYAG E tO

by following the Dictates of Nature ,

and Reason, which are sufficient Guides

for a Reasonable Animal, as we pre-

- tended to be, in shewing us what we

ought to do, and what to avoid.

I assured his Honour, that Law

was a Science wherein I had not mueh

conversed, having little more Know

ledge of it than what I had obtained

by employing Advocates, in vain, upon

some .Injustices that had been done, me,

and by conversing with some others

who by the fame Method had first lost

their Substance, and then left their own

Country under the Mortification of such

Disappointments,, however I would give

him all the Satisfaction I was able.

I said that those who made pro

fession of this Science were exceedingly

- multiplied , being almost equal to the

Caterpillars in Number; that they were

of divers Degrees , Distinctions , and

Denominations. The Numerousness of

those
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those that dedicated themselves to this

Profession were such that the fair and

justifiable Advantage and Income of the

Profession was. not sufficient for the de

cent and handsome Maintenance of Mul

titudes of those who followed it. Hence

it came to pass that it was found need-

full to supply that by Artifice and Cun

ning, which could not be procured by

just and honest Methods: The better

to bring which about, very many Men

among us were bread up from their

Youth in the Art of proving by Words

multiplied for the Purpose that White,

is Black, and Black is White, according

as they are paid. The Greatness , of

these Mens Assurance and the Boldness

of ther Pretensions gained upon the

Opinion of the Vulgar, whom in a

Manner . they made Slaves of, and got

into their Hands much the larger Share

of the Practice of their Profession. These

Practitioners were by Men of Discern

ment called Pettifoggers, (that is, Con.

founders, or rather, Destroyers ofRights

F 4 as
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as it was my ill Hap as well as the

Misfortune of my suffering Acquain

tance to be engaged only with this

Species of the Profession. I desired his

Honour to understand the Description

I had to give, and the Ruin I had

complained of to relate to these Secta

ries only, and how and by what means

the Misfortunes we met with were

brought upon us by the Management of

these Men, might be more easily conceiv

ed by explaining to him their Method

ofproceeding, which could not be better

done than by giving him an Example :

My Neighbour, said I, I will suppose,

has a mind to my Colv, he hires one of these

Advocates to prove that he ought to have

my Cow from me. I must then hire ano

therof them to defend my Right, it being

against all Rules of Law that any Man

should be allowed to speak for himself

Now in this cafe, I who am the Right

Owner lie under two great Disadvan.r

tages. first, my Advocate, being as I

:• saici,
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said before practised almost from his

Cradle in defending Falshood, is quite

out of his Element when he would ar

gue for Right, which as an Office un

natural he attempts with great Awk

wardness, if not with an Ill-will. The

Second Disadvantage is that my Advo

cate must proceed with great Caution ;

for, since the Maintenance of to many

depend on the keeping up of Business,

should he proceed too summarily, if he

does not incur the Displeasure of his Su

periors, he is sure to gain the Ill-will

and hatred of his Brethren, as being

by them esteemed one that would les

sen the Practice of the Law. This be

ing the Cafe, I have but two Methods

to preserve my Cow. The first is, to

gain over my Adversary's Advocate

with a double Fee ; from the Manner

and Design of whose Education before

mentioned it is easy to expect he will

be induced to drop his Client and let

the Ballance fall to my Side. The Se

cond Way is for my Advocate not to

insist
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insist on the justice of my Cause, by

allowing the Cow to belong to my Ad

versary ; and this if it be dexterously

and skilfully done will go a great Way

towards obtaining a favourable Verdict:,

it having been found, from a careful

Observation of Issues and Events, thac

the wrong Side, under the Management

of such Practitioners, has the fairer

Chance for success, and this more e-

{pecially if it happens, as it did in mine

and my Friend's Cafe, and may have

done since, that the Person appointed

to decide all Controversies of Propriety

as well as for the Tryal of Criminals,

who should be taken out of the most

knowing and wise of his Profession, is

by the Recommendation of a great

Favourite, or Court-Mistress chosen out

of the Sect before mentioned, and so,

having been under a strange Biass all

his Life against Equity and fair dealing,

lies as it were under a fatal Necessity

of favouring, shifting, double dealing

and Oppression, and besides through

Age,
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Age, Infirmity, and Distempers grown

lazy, unactive, and inattentive,, and

thereby almost incapacitated from do

ing any thing becoming the nature of

his Imployment, and the Duty of his

Office. In such Cases, the pecisions and

Determinations of Men so bred, and

so qualified, may with Reason be ex

pected on the wrong side of the Cause

since those who can take Harangue

and Noise, (if pursued with Warmth,

and drawn out into a Length,) for Rea

soning, are not much to be. won

dered at, if they infer the weight of

the Argument from the heaviness of

the Pleading. .

I t is a Maxim among these Men,

That whatever has been done before

may legally be done again : And

therefore they take special Care to

record all the Decisions formerly made,

even those which have through Igno

rance or Corruption contradicted the

Rules of common Justice and the gene

ral
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ral Reason of Mankind. These, under

the Name of Precedents, they produce

as Authorities, and thereby endeavour

to justify the most iniquitous Opinions ;

and they are so lucky in this Practice,

that it rarely fails of Decrees answer

able to their Intent and Expectation.

In pleading, they studiously avoid

entring into the Merits of the Cause;

but are loud, violent and tedious in

dwelling upon all Circumstances which

are not to the Purpose. For Instance,

in the Case already mentioned ; They

never desire to know what Claim or

Title my Adversary had to my Cow,

but whether the said Cow were Red

or Black, her Horns long or short;

whether the Field I graze her in be

round or square, whether she was

milked at home or abroad, what Dis

eases she is subject to, and the like;

after which they consult Precedents, ad

journ the Cause, from Time to Time,

and
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and in Ten, Twenty, or Thirty Years

come to an Issue.

" It is likewise to be observed that

this Society hath a peculiar Cant an£

Jargon of their own, that no other

Mortal can understand, and wherein all

their Laws are written, which they

take special Care to multiply ; where

by they have gone near to confound

the very Essence of Truth and Fals-

hood, os Right and Wrong ; so that It

may take Thirty Years to decide whe

ther the Field, left me by my Ance

stors for Six Generations, belongs to me

or to a Stranger three hundred Miles

off.

In the Tryal of Persons accused for

Crimes against the State the Method is

much more short and commendable :

For if those in power, who know well

how to choose Instruments fit for their

Purpose, take care to recommend and

promote out of- this Clan a proper Per

son,
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son, his Method of Education and Prac

tice makes it easy to him, when his

Patrons Disposition is understood, with

out Difficulty or Study either to con-

' demn or acquit the Criminal, and at

the fame time strictly preserve all due

Forms of Law.

V :"'

Here my Master interposing said it

was a Pity, that Creatures endowed

with such prodigious Abilities of Mind

as these Advocates by the Description

I gave of them must certainly be, were

not rather encouraged to be Instruc

tors of others in Wisdom and Know

ledge. In answer to which I allured

his Honour that the Business and Stu

dy of their own Calling and Profes

sion so took up all their Thoughts and

engrossed all their Time, that they mind

ed nothing else, and that therefore, in

all points out of their own Trade, ma

ny of them were of so great Ignorance

and Stupidity, that it was hard to pick

out of any Profession a Generation of

i- Mect
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Men more despicable in common Con

versation, or who were so much look

ed upon as avowed Enemies to all

Knowledge and Learning, being equal

ly disposed to pervert the general rea

son of Mankind in every other Subject:

of Discourse, as in that of their own

Calling.

 

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

A Continuation of the State of England}

so ivell governed by a Queen as to

need no firfi Minifies. The CharaBer

of such an one in some European

Courts.

MY Master was yet wholly at a

Loss to understand what Mo

tives could incite this Race of Law

yers to perplex, disquiet, and weary

-themselves, and engage in a Confedera

cy of Injustice, merely for the Sake of

injuring their Fellow-Animals ; neither"

could he comprehend what I meant in

saying they did it for Hire. Where

upon I was at much Pains to describe

to him the Use of Money, the Mate

rials it was made of, and the Value

of
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Of the Metals, that when a. Yahoo had

,got a? great Store of. this precious Sub

stance, he was able to purchase what

ever he" had a mind to, the finest Cloath-

iftg^-AtHei "noblest 'Houses, great Tracts

of Land,rthe most costly Meats and

Drinks, and have' his' choice of the

most i beautiful Females. Therefore

since Money alone, was1 able to perform

all -these Teats, -our Taboos thought,

they could never have enough of it

to spend or to lave, • as they found"

themselves .inclined from their natural

Bent either to .Profusion or Avarice,1

That the Rich Man enjoyed the Fruit

of the :Poor Man's, labour, and the lat

ter, were a thousand to one in propor

tion to 'the former/ . That the Bulk of

our People were' forced to live misera

bly, by labouring every Day for 'small

Wages to make a few live plentifully.

I enlarged myself much on these and

many other Particulars to the fame pur

pose : But his Honour was still to

seek : For he went upon a supposition

Part IV. G that
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that all Animals had a Title to their

share in the Productions of the Earth,

and especially those who presided over

the. re^. . Therefore he desired I would

letjbim know, what these costly Meats

were, and how any of us happened to

Ivant them. Whereupon I enumerated

as many forts as came into my Head,

with the various Methods of dressing

them, which could not be done with

out sending Vessels by Sea t» every

part of the World, as well for Liquors

to Drink, as for Sauces, and innumera

ble other ConveriienciesV I assured him,

that this whole Globe of Earth must

be at least three times gone round,

before one of our better Female Taboos

could get her Breakfast, or a Cup to

put it in. He said, That must needs

be a miserable : Country which cannot

furnish Food for its own Inhabitants.

But what he chiefly wondered at was

how such vast Tracts of Grounds as I

described should be wholly Without

Frejh-water, and the People put to the

zy>* Necessity
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Necessity of fending over the Sea for

Drink. I replied, chat England (the

dear Place of my Nativity) was compu

ted to produce three times the quantity

of Food, more than its Inhabitants are

able to "consume, as well as Liquors ex

tracted from Grain, or pressed out of

the Fruit of certain Trees, which made

excellent Drink, and the fame Propor

tion in every other Convenience of Life.

Butiaorder to feed the Luxury and In

temperance of the Males, and the Vani

ty of the Females, we sent away the

greatest Part of our necessary Things to

other Countries, from whence in return

we brought the Materials of Diseases,

Folly, and Vice, to spend among our

selves. Hence it follows of Necessity,

that vast Numbers of our People are

compelled to seek their Livelihood by

Begging, Robbing, Stealing, Cheating,

Pimping, Forswearing, Flattering, Su

borning , Forging, Gaming, Lying,

Fawning, Hectoring, Voting, Scribling,

Stargazing, Poisoning, Whoring, Cant-

G 2 ing,
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ing, Libelling, FreeTthinking, and. the

like Occupations : Every one of which

Terms, I was at much Pains to make

him understand. - , •

±- . r .. , . - • > . T

, W - ^ ...... A I.. . A •

That Wine was not imported a-

mong us from foreign Countries, to sup

ply the want of Water or other Drinks,

but because it was a sort of Liquid

which made us merry» by putting us

out of our Senses ; diverted all melan

choly Thoughts, begat wild extrava

gant Imaginations in the Brain, raised

our Hopes, and banished our Fears, su

spended every Office of Reason for a

Time, and deprived us of the Use of

our Limbs, till we fell into a profound

Sleep ; although it must be confessed,

that we always awaked sick and dis

pirited, and that the Use of this Li

quor filled us with Diseases, which made

our Lives uncomfortable and short.

But beside all this, the Bulk of our

People supported themselves by furnish

ing



the HouyhfiHnms." 85

ing the Necessities Convenieiicies of"

Life to ^ the Rich, and to ea'ch * other.

For Instance, when I am at home and

dressed as I ought to be, I carry oh my

Body the Workmanship of an Hundred

Tradesmen ; the Building and Furni

ture ofmy House employ as many more

and five times the Number to adorn

my Wiffc ' '

I was going on to tell him of another

fort of People, who get their Liveli

hood 'by attending the Sick, ha'vihg up

on ' feme Occasions informed- his» Honour

that many of my Crew had died of Dis

eases. But here it was with the utmost

Difficulty, that I brought him to appre

hend what I meant. He could easily

conceive, that a Hoii)hnhnfn grew weak -

and heavy a few Days before Ms- Death,

or :;by some Accident might * Wtfrt &

Limb. But that Nature, who works all

Things to Perfection, should suffer any

Pains to breed in our Bodies, he thought

it impossible,' and desired to* know the

G 3 reafoa
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reason of so unaccountable an Evil. I

told him, we fed on a thousand Things

which operated the one contrary to

each, other ; that we eat when we were

not hungry, and drank without the Pro

vocation of Thirst ; That we fate whole

Nights drinking strong Liquors without

eating a Bit, which disposed uj to Sloth,

enflamed our Bodies, and precipitated

or prevented Digestion. That prosti

tute Female Tahops acquired a certain

Malady, which} t^re^ Rottenness in the

Bones, of those, who* fell into their Em

braces ; That} this, and many other Dif*

eases, were propagated from Father to

Son, so that great Numbers come into

the World with complicated Maladies

upon them ; that it would be endless to

give lum a Catalogue of all Diseases in-r

cident to human Bodies ; for they cOiild

not be fewer than five or six hun

dred, spread over every Limb, and

Joynt i in. short, every Part, external

and intestine, having. Dileases appropria

ted to them. To remedy wlach, there

; \ > was



the Houyhrihnms. 87

was a Sort of People bred up among

us, in the Profession or Fretence of cu

ring the Sick. And because I had some

Skill in the Faculty, I would in Grati

tude to his Honour, let him know the

whole Mystery and Method by which

they proceed.

T,hj» i k Fundamental is, That all

Diseases arise from Repletion , from

whence they conclude, that a great

Evacuation of the Body is necessary,

either through the natural Passages or

upwards at the Mouth. Their next

Business is , from Herbs , Minerals ,

Gums, Oyls, Shells, Salts, Juices, Sea

weed, Excrements, Barks of Trees ^

Serpents, Toads, Frogs, Spiders, dead

Mens Flesh and Bones, Beasts and Fish

es, to form a Composition for Smell ,and

Taste the most abominable, nauseous !

and detestable, they can possibly con

trive, which the Stomach immediate

ly rejects with loathing and this they

call a Vomits or- else frorfl the same

•v G 4 Store*
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Store-house, with some other Poysonous

Additions, they command us to take ia

at the Orifice above , or below, (just as

the physician then, happens to be dif>

posed) a Medicine equally annoying

and disgustful to the Bowels, which re

laxing the Belly, drives down all before

it, and this they call a Purge, or a Gijfier.

For Nature (as the Physicians alledge)

having intended the superior anterior

Orifice only for the intromijfitn of So

lids and Liquids, and the inferior for

Ejection, these Artists ingeniously con

sidering that in all Diseases Nature is

forced out of her Seat; therefore to re

place her in it, the Body must be treat

ed in a manner directly contrary, by

interchanging the Use of each Orifice,

forcing Solids and Liquids in at the

Anuiy and making Evacuations at the

Mouth. ' ',

But, besides real Diseases; we are

iubject to many that are only imagina

ry, for whicft the Physicians have in-

; I ;. vented
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vented imaginary Cures ; these have

their several Names, and so have the

Drugs that are proper so? them, and

with these our Female Taboos are al

ways infested.

v . . •.-•»••. ».«•.-

One great Excellency in this Tribe

is their Skill at Prognofiicks, wherein

they seldom fail ; their Predictions in

real Diseases, when they rise to any De

gree of Malignity, generally portending

Deaths which is always in their Power

when Recovery is not: And therefore,

upon any unexpected Signs of Amend

ment, after they have pronounced their

Sentence, rather than be accused as false

Prophets, they know how to approve

their Sagacity to the World by a sea- *

sonable Dose. - • • « < *• '

r , f *•-»,- n «•*" * .* ► • «r-
.! ,..<'y. ''l '""-' ' . •

They are likewise of special Use to

Husbands and Wives, who are grown

weary of their Mates, to eldest Sons,

to great Ministers ©f State, and often

to Princes. ','

, I HAD
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I had formerly upon occasion dis

coursed with my Master upon the Na

ture ofGovernment in general, and par

ticularly of our own excellent Constitu

tion, deservedly the Wonder and Envy

of the whole World. But having here

accidentally mentioned a Minister, of

State., he commanded me some time

after to inform him, what. Species of

Taboos I particularly meant by that

Application. . . <i , .i : *» - t . ..viA

...... •

I told him, that our She Gover

nor or Queen having no Ambition to

gratify, no Inclination to. satisfy of ex

tending her Power to the Injury of her

Neighbours, or the Prejudice of her

own Subjects, was therefore so far4 from

needing a corrupt Ministry to carry on

or cover any sinister Designs, that She

. not only directs, her own Actions to

the Good of her People, conducts them

by the Direction, and restrains them ,

within the Limitation of the Laws of

her
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her own Country, but submits the Be,

haviour and Acts of those She intrusts

with the Administration of her Affairs

to the Examination of Her great Coun

cil, and subjects them to the. Penalties

of the Law ; and therefore never puts

any such Confidence in any of her Sub

jects as to entrust them, with die whole

and entire Administration of her Af-

, fairs: But I added, that in some for*"

mer Reigns here, and in many other

Courts of Europe now, where Princes

grew indolent and careless of their own

Affairs through a constant Love and

Pursuit of Pleasure, they made use of

such an Administrator, as. I had men

tioned, under the Title of first or chief

Minister (f State, the Description of

which, as far as it may be collected

not only from their Actions, but from

the Letters, Memoirs^ and Writings

published by themselves, the Truth of

which has not yet been disputed, may

be allowed to be ,as follows : That he

k a Person.-wholJy: exempli from Joy

. • I.;;. and
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and Grief, Love and Hatred, Pity and

Anger ; at least makes use of no other

Passions but a' violent Defireof Wealth,

Power, and Titles ; That he never tells

Words to all Uses, except*to the Indi

cation of his Mind ; That he never tells

a Truth ; but with an Intent that you

fliouid take it for ziLye ; nor a Lye, but

with a Design that you should take it

for a Truth., That those he speaks

worst of behind their Backs, are in the

surest Way to Preferment ; and when

ever he begins to praise you to others or

to yourself, you are from that Day for

lorn. The worst Mark you can receive

is a Tromise, especially when it is con

firmed with an Oath; after which eve

ry wife Man retires, and gives over all

Hopes. .

There are three Methods by which

a Man may rife to be chief Minister:

The first is, by knowing how with Pru

dence to dispose of a Wife, a Daughter,

©r a Sister : The second,. bybetraying or .

undermining
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undermining his Predecessor : And the

third is by a furious Zjal in publick As

semblies against the Corruptions of the

Court. But a wise Prince would ra

ther choose to employ those who prac

tice the last of these -Methods; because

such Zealots prove always the most

obsequious and subservient to the Will

and Passions of their Master. That

these Ministers' having all Employments

at their Disposal, preserve themselves

in Power by bribing the1 Majority of a

Senate, or great Council ; and at last

by an AH of indemnity (whereof I de

scribed the Nature to him) they secu

red themselves from after ReckoningSj

and retired from the Publick, laden

with the Spoils of the Nation.

The Palace of a Chief Ministery is

a Seminary to breed up others in his

own Trade : The Pages, Lacquies, and

Porter, by imitating their Master, be

come Ministers of State in their seve

ral Districts, and learn to excel in the

three
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three principal Ingredients, of Inso

lences Lying, and Bribery. According

ly, they have a Subaltern Court paid

to them by Persons of the best Rank,

and sometimes by the Force of Dexte*

rity and Impudence, arrive through

several Gradations to be Succeslbrs to

their Lord. ;, ,

He is usually governed by a de

cayed Wench, or favourite Footman,

who are the Tunnels through which

all Graces are conveyed, and may pro

perly be called, in the last Resort, tb%

Governors of the Kingdom,

One Day in Discourse my Master,

having heard me mention the Nobility

of my Country, was pleased to make

me a Compliment which I could not

pretend to deserve : That he wa$ sure,

I must have been born of some Noble.

Family , because I far exceeded ia

Shape, Colour, and Cleanliness, all the
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Tahoos of his Nation, although I seeth

ed to fail in Strength and Agility, which

must be imputed to my different Way

of Living from those other Brutes, and

besides, I was not only endowed with

she Faculty of Speech , but likewise

with some Rudiments of Reason, to a

JDegree, that with all his Acquaintance

I passed for a Prodigy.

i,„ ..' ,. . ' •.• i. » . v > r.i'j > . .

',3fiE made me observe, that among

the Houyhnhnms, the White, the Sor

rel, and the Iron-grey, were not fo ex

actly shaped as the Bay, the Dapple-

grey, and the Black ; nor born with

equal Talents of the Mind, or a Capa

city to improve them ; and therefore

continued always in the Condition of

Servants, without ever aspiring to match

Out of their own Race, which in that

Country would be reckoned monstrous

and unnatural.

**.:'*.*
.

...

J I made his Honour my most humt

ble Acknowledgements for the good

Opinion

•
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(

Opinion he was pleased to conceive, of

me ; but assured him at the same time,

that my Birth was of the lower Sort,

shaving been born of plain honest Pa

rents, who were just able to give me

a tolerable Education : That Mobility

among us was altogether a different

Thing from the Idea he had of it ;

That our young Noblemen are bred

From their Childhood in Idleness and

Luxury • that as soon as Years will per

mit, they consume their Vigor, and

contract odious Diseases among lewd

Females*, .and when their Fortunes are

almost ruined, they marry some Wo

man of mean Birth, disagreeable Per

son, and, unsound Constitution, merely

for the- Sake of Money, whom they

hate an$ deipise. That the Productions

of such Marriages are generally scro-

4 phulous,, ricketty, , . or . deformed Chil

dren ; by which means the Family sel

dom continues above Three Ge

nerations,, unless the Wife takes care

to provide a healthy. Father among

"-r . V" her
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her Neighbours, or Acquaintance, in

order to improve and continue the

Breed. That a weak diseased Body, a

meager Countenance, and sallow Com

plexion, are no uncommon Marks of

a Great Man\ and a healthy robust

Appearance is so far disgraceful in a

Man of Quality, that the World is apt

to conclude his real Father to have

been on of the Inferiors of the Fami

ly, especially when it is seen that the

Imperfections of his Mind run parallel

with those of his Body and are little

else than a Composition ofSpleen, Dul-

ness, Ignorance, Caprice, Sensuality,

and Pride.
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CHAP. V1L

The Author's great Love of his Native

Country. His Master's Observations

upon the Constitution and AHministra-

tion -of England, as described by the

eAittbor, with parallel Casts and

Comparisons. His Master's Observa

tions tipon Human Nature.

H E Reader may be disposed to

-** wonder how I could prevail on

myself to give, so free a Representation

of my own Species, among a Race of

Mortals who were already too apt to

conceive the vilest Opinion of Human

Kind from that entire Congruity be

twixt me and their Taboos. But I must

freely confess, that the many Virtues of

those
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opposite View to human Corruptions,

had so far opened my Eyes and enligh

tened my Understanding, that I began

to view the Actions and Passions of

Man in a very different Light, and to

think the Honour of my own Kind not

worth managing ; which, besides, ic

was impossible for me to do before a

Person of so acute a Judgment as my

Master, who daily convinced me of a

thousand Faults in myself, whereof I

had not the least Perception before, and

which among us would never be num

bered even among human Infirmities,

I had likewise learned from his Examplfe

an utter Detestation of all Falsehood

or Disguise , and Truth appeared sotamf-

able to me, that I determined upon la-

crificing every thing to it. -..u Ji

Let me deal so candidly with' the

Reader, as to confess, that there was

yet a much stronger Motive for the

Freedom I took in my Representation

 

H 2 of
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of Things. I had not been a Year in

this Country, before I contracted such

a Love and Veneration for the Inhabi

tants, that I entered on a firm Resolu

tion never to return to human Kind,

but to pass the rest of my Life among

these admirable Houyhtihnms in the Con

templation and Practice of every Vir

tue ; where I could have no Example

or Incitement to Vice. But it was de

creed by Fortune, my perpetual Enemy,

that so great a Felicity should not fall

to my share. However, it is now some

Comfort to reflect, that in what I said

os- my Countrymen, I extenuated their

Faults as much as I durst before so

strict an Examiner, and upon every Ar

ticle, gave 2&favourable a Turn as the

Matter would bear. For, indeed, who

is there alive that will not be swayed by

his Byass and Partiality to the Place of

his Birth ? *

I have related the Substance of se

veral Conversations I had with my Ma*

ster»
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ster, during the greatest part of the

Time I had the Honour to be in his Ser-

vice, but have indeed for Brevity fake

omitted much more, than is here set

down. .. ,.. t

When I had answered all his Que

stions, and his Curiosity seemed to be

fully satisfied ; he sent for me one Morn

ing early, and commanding me to sit

down at some distance, (an Honour

which he had never before conferred

upon me) he said, He had been very

seriously considering my whole Story,

as far as it related both to myself and

my Country : That he looked upon us

as a fort of Animals to whose Share, by

what Accident he could not conjecture,

some small Pittance of Reason had fal

len, whereof we made, no other Use

than by its Assistance to aggravate our

natural Corruptions, and to acquire

new ones which, Nature had not given

us, That we disarmed ourselves of the

few Abilities she had bestowed, had

H j been



been very successful in multiplying our '

original' "Wants, and seemed to spendl -

our whole Lives in vain Endeavours to

supply them by our own Inventions.'

That as to myself, it was manifest I

had, neither the Strength or Agility of a

common Taboo, that I walked infirmly

. - on my hinder Feet, had found out "b!"

Contrivance to make my Claws oT'htf;

Use or Defence, and5 to remove the Hair

from my Chin, which was intended as;' a '

shelter from the Sun arid the "Weather.

Lastly, That I could neither run with

Speed, nor climb Trees like my Brethren

(as he called them) the Taboos in this

Country; • ; J V-

r Th at our Institutions of Govern

ment and Law were plainly owing to

our gross Defects in Reason, and by con

sequence, in Vertue\ because Reason a-

lone is sufficient to 'govern ^Rational

Creature ; which wa's* therefore a Ch'a- '

raster we had no Pretence to challenge,

eyen from the Account I had given of

r-cl 1 my
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my own People, although he manifestly

perceived, that in order to favour them,

I had concealed many Particulars, and

often said the Thi?tg which was not.

He was the more confirmed in this

Opinion, because he observed, that as I

agreed in every Feature of my Body

with other Taboos, except where it was

to my real Disadvantage in point of

Strength, Speed and Activity, the short

ness of my Claws, and some other Par

ticulars where Nature had no Part ; so

from the Representation I had given

him of our Lives, our Manners, and our

Actions, he found as near a Resemblance? 'N

in the Disposition of our Minds. He said

the Taboos were known to hate one ano- '

ther more than they did any different

Species of Animals; and the Reason u-

sually assigned, was, the Odioufness of

their own Shapes, which all could fee

in#the rest, but not in themselves. He

had therefore begun to think it not un

wise in us to cover our Bodies, and by

H 4 that
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that Invention, conceal many of our

own Deformities from each other, which

would else be hardly supportable. Bur,

he now found he he had been mistaken

and that the Dissensions of those Brutes

in his Country were owing to the

fame Cause with ours, as I had descri

bed them. For, *if (said he) you throw

among Five Tahoos as much Food as

would be sufficient for Fifty, they will,

instead of eating peaceably, fall together

by the Ears, each single one impatient

to have aU to itself; and therefore a

Servant was usually employed to stand

by while they were feeding abroad,

and those kept at home were tied at a

Distance from each other; that if a

Cow died of Age or Accident, before

a Houyhnhnm could secure it for his

own Tahoos, those in the Neighbour

hood would come in Herds' to seize

it, and then would ensue such a Battle

as I had described, with terrible Wounds

made by their Claws on both Sides,

although they seldom were able to kill

one
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one another, for want of such conve

nient Instruments of Death as we had

invented. At other times the like Bat*'

ties have been fought between the Ta-

hoos oi several Neighbourhoods with-

cfht any visible Cause : Those of one

District: watching all Opportunities "td

surprize the next before they are pre

pared. But if they find their Project

hath miscarried, they return home, and

for want of Enemies, engage in what I

call a Civil War among themselves.

That in some Fields of his Coun

try, there,are certain fiimng Stones of

ieveral Colours, whereof the Tahoos are

violently fond, and when Part of these

Stones is fixed in the Earth, as it some

times happeneth, they will dig witfr

th^ir Claws for whole Days to get

them out, then carry them away, and

hide them by Heaps in their Kennels;

but still looking round with great Cau

tion, for fear tljpir Comrades should

find out their Treasure. My Master

said,
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laid, he could never discover the Rea-

jfon of this unnatural Appetite, or how

these Stones could be of any Use to a

Tahoo; but now he believed it might

proceed from the lame Principle of A-

varke, which I had ascribed to Maah

kind ; that he had once,, by way ofEx

periment, privately removed a Heap of

these Stones from the Place where one

Of his Taboos had buried it : Whereup

on, the fordid Animal miffing his Trea

sure, by his loud lamenting brought the

whole Herd to the Plaee, theie mise

rably howled, then fell to biting and

tearing the rest, began to pine away,

would neither eat, nor sleep, nor work,

till he ordered a Servant privately to

convey the Stones into the fame Hole,

and hide them as before ; which when

his Taboo had found, he presently re

covered his Spirits and good Humour,

but took care to, remove them to a

better hiding-place, and hath ever since

been a very serviceable Brute. ' ,'.
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My Master farther assured me, which

I also observed myself, That in the

Fields where r*the fining Stones a-

bound, the fiercest and most frequent

Battles are fought, occasioned by per*

petual inroads of the Neighbouring

Taboos, " '

, - ' ' '•, • , :, './

He said, it was common when two

Tahoos discovered such a Stone in a

Field, and were contending which of

them should be the Proprietor, a third

would take the Advantage, and carry

it away from them both; which my

Master would needs contend to have

some kind of Resemblance with our

Suits at Laiv ; wherein I thought it

for our Credit not to undeceive him;

since the Decision he mentioned was

much more equitable than many Decrees

among us : Because the Piantiff and

Defendant there lost nothing besides the

Stone they contended for, whereas our

Courts of Equity would seldom have

dismissed
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dismissed the Cause while either of

them had any thing less:. : , H

My Master continuing his Discourse,

laid, There was nothing that rendered

the Taboos more odious, than their un-

distinguishing Appetite to devour eve

ry Thing that came in their way,

whether Herbs, Roots, Berries, the cor

rupted Flesh of Animals, or all min

gled together: And it was peculiar in

their Temper, that they, were fonder

of what they could get by Rapine or

Stealth at a greater distances than much

better Food provided for them at home.

If their Prey held out, they would eat

till they were ready to burst, after

which Nature had pointed out to them

a certain Root that gave them a gene

ral Evacuation. , • . ; ,

t •

Thers was also another kind of

Root very juicj, but somewhat rare and

difficult to be found, which the Taboos

fought for with much Eagerness, and

WQuld

;
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would fuck it with great Delight ; and

it produced the fame Effects that Wine

hath upon us. It would make them

sometimes hug, and sometimes tear one

another, they would howl and gain, and

chatter, and tumble, and then fall a-

steep in the Dirt.

I D 1 d indeed observe, that the To*

boos were the only Animals in this.

Country subject to any Diseases ; which,

however, were much fewer than Horses

have among us, and contracted not by

any ill treatment they meet with, but

by the Nastiness, and Greediness of that

sordid Brute. Neither has their Lan

guage any more than a general Appel

lation for those Maladies, which is bor

rowed from the Name of the Beast, and

called Hnea-Taboo or the Taboo\-Evily

and the Cure prescribed is a Mixture

of their own Dung and Urine forcibly

put down the Taboo's Throat. This I

have fince often taken myself, and do

freely recommend it to my Coutry-

: . » men,



no Voyage t&

men for the publick Good, as an ad

mirable Specifick against all Diseases

produced by Repletion. -

As to Learning, Government, Arts,

Manufactures, and the like, my Master

confessed he could find little or no Re

semblance between the Tahoos of that

Country and those in ours. For,' he

only meant to observe what Parity

• there was in our "Natures. He had

heard indeed some curious Houyhnhnms

observe, that in most Herds there was

a fort of ruling- Taboo, (as among us

there is generally some leading or prin

cipal Stag in a Park) who was always

more deformed in Body, and mischievous

in Disposition, than any of the rest. That

this Leader had usually a Favourite as

like himself as he could get, whose Em

ployment was to lick bis Master's Feet and

Posteriors, and drive the Female Yahoos

to his jfQerinel ; for which he was now

and then rewarded with a piece of Ass's

Flesh. This Favourite is hated by the

whole
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whole Herd, and therefore to protect

himself, keeps always near the Person

of his Leader. He usuatfy ; continues

in Office till a worse can be found ; but

the very Moment he is discarded, his"

Successor at the -Head of all the Taboos

in that District, Young and Old, Male

and Female, come in a Body, and dis

charge their Excrements upon him from

Head to Foot. But how far this might

be applicable to our Courts and Favou

rites, and Ministers of State, my Ma

ster said I could best determine.

I durst make no return to this

malicious Insinuation, which debased hit

man Understanding below the Sagacity

of a common Hound, who has. Judgment

enough to distinguish and follow the

Cry of the ablest Dog in the Pack, with

out being ever mistaken.

- *J • '■ ) *. . * - i •

: 'My Master told me, there were

some Qualities remarkable in the Ta-

hoos, which he had not observed me to

£-v„ . mention,
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mention, or at least very slightly, in

the Accounts I had given him of hu

man Kind ; he said, Those Animals, like

other Brutes, had their Females in com

mon; but in this they differed,, that the

She-Tabeo would admit the Male, while

lhe was pregnant, and that the Hees

would quarrel and fight with Females

as fiercely as with each other. Both

which Practices were such Degrees of

Brutality, that no other sensitive Crea

ture ever arrived at.

Another, thing he wondered at in

the Taboos, was their strange Dispo

sition to Nastiness and Dirt, whereas

there appears to be a natural Love of

Cleanliness in all other Animals. As

to the two former Accusations, I was

glad to let them pass without any Re.

ply, because I had not a Word to of

fer upon them in Defence of my Spe

cies, which otherwise I certainly had

done from my own Inclinations. But

I could have easily vindicated Human

Kind

*

•
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Kind from the Imputation of Singula

rity upon tn,s Article, if there had been

any Swine in, rhat Country, (as un

luckily for me there were not) which

although it may be a sweeter Quadru

ped than a Yaboo, .cannot I humbly

conceive in Justice pretend to more

Cleanliness ; and so his Honour himself

must have owned, if he had seen their

filthy way of feeding, and their Custom

of wallowing and steeping in the

Mud.

My Master likewise mentioned an

other Quality which his Servants had

discovered in several Tahcos, and to him

was wholly unaccountable. He said, a

Fancy would sometimes take a Tabco, to

retire into a Corner, to lie down and

howl, and groan, and spurn away all

that came near him, although he were

young and fat, wanted neither Food

nor Water ; nor could the Servants

imagine what could possibly ail him.

And the only Remedy they found was
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to set him to hard Work, after which

he would infallibly come to himself

To this I was silent out of Partiality

to my own Kind ; yet here I could

discover the true Seeds of Spleen, which

only seizeth on the Lazy, the Luxu

rious, and the Rich ; who, if they were

forced to undergo the fame Regimen,

I would undertake for the Cure.

,''ji - iV , 'i !)s;£ '^~flbw lo

His Honour had farther observed,

that a Female-T^Joa would often stand

behipd a .Bank or a Bu0y togaz^on

the young Males passing by, and then

appear, and hide, using many antick

Gestures and Grimaces, at which time

it was observed, that she had a most

offensive Smell ; And when any of the

Males advanced, would slowly retire,

looking often back, and with a coun

terfeit fliew of Fear, run off into some

convenient Place where Die knew the

Male would follow her.

A T

t
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At other times if- a Female Strati-

g« came among them, three or Four

of her own Sex, would get about her,'

and stare, and chatter, and grin, and

smell her all over, and then turn off

with Gestures that seemed to express

Contempt and Disdain.

Pehhaps my Master might resine

a little in these Speculations, which he

had drawn from what he observed him

self, or had been told him by others:

However, I could not reflect without

some Amazement, and much Sorrow,

that the Rudiments of Leivduess, Co

quetry, Censure, znfoticandal, should

have place by Instinct in Woman

kind.

I expected every Moment that

my Master would accuse the Taboos

of these unnatural Appetites in both

Sexes, so common among us. But

Nature it seems hath not been so ex-

. . . 1! !> I 2 pert
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pert a School-mistress; and these po

lity Pleasures a?e; entirely the ProduC-

ti^oftipf A", /$«d .Reason) on our. fid*

©fiifee G&fe<i*i: W. \o8 two •r •

f:o ? &Ssh bi;U ,"!?.•-) !ifi W.i 1 J :.

alaTj/.v <_,: taxnays ;. e3"»u jk.D i. y

.M£l:'r.7 hoe jctij • »
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The Author reldtes several Particulars

of the Yahoos. The great Virtues as

the ,'Houyhnhnms. The Education

and Exercise of their. Touth. Thesr

general -Assembly. .'...\v.uv

a 1 . : . it^'-A. v! ,• .r;ru yi

AS I ought to -have understood

Human Nature much better

than I supposed it possible for my

Master to do, so. k was easy to ap

ply the Character h© gave of the Ta

boos to myself and my Countrymen,

and I believed I could yet make far

ther " Discoveries from my own Ob

servation. I therefore often begged

his Favour to let me go. among, the

Herds of Tahoos in. the Neighbour

hood, to which he always very gr*.

?nt' fi I j ciously



cioufly consented, being perfectly con

vinced that the Hatred I bore those

.' Brutes would never suffer me to be

corrupted by them; and his Honour

ordered one of his Servants, a strong

Sorrel Nag, very honest and good-na

tured, to be my Guard, without whose

Protection I durst not undertake such

Adventures. For I have already told

the Reader how much I was pestered

by those odious Animals upon my first

Arrival. And I afterwards faile4 ve

ry narrowly three or four times of fal

ling into their Clutches, when I hap

pened to stray at any Distance without

soy Hanger. ' And I have reason to bje-

]£eye they had some Imagination thaf I

ajras of their, own...Species, which I of

,ten assisted myself, by stripping up my

•Sleeves, and shewing my naket} Arms and

•Breast in their sight, when my Protector

iwas. . with me. At whklji times they

awoujd approach as, near as .they durst,

•and- 'imitate nay Actions after the man-

aer of Monkeys, but ever with great

{--.•".i. £ i signs

. i
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signs of Hatred* as- a tame Jack-Daw

with Cap and Stockings, is always, per

secuted ; by the wild ones , .when be

happens to be got among them.. : , , -

.n !js:H*v. T T-fiv/ t-dh--.'

..-They are prodigiously nitpMe -from

their Infancy ; . however, I once caught

a young Male of three Years old, and

endeavoured by all Marks of Tender

ness to taake it: quiet; but tile little

Tmp fell a squalling and seratcMag,'-antf

biting with such Violence, that I -Was

forced to let it go, and it wia&,2kigh'

time, for a Whole Troop fofvold Ones

came about at; the Noise; but. find

ing the Cub was safe, (ior awgjK.it Fasl)t

and my Sorrel Nag being by^-they jjMsst

not venture near us*; I. observed ]thtf

young Animal's Flefli -so smell very rank,

and the stink was somewhat between a

Weasel and a Fox} but muqfe more, dis

agreeable. I forgot another C«rcum«r

stance (and perhaps I might have the

Reader's Pardon, if it were*wholly ad

mitted) that while I held the odious

I 4 Vermin
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Vermin in my Hands, it voided its fil

thy Excrements of a Yellow liquid Sub

stance, all over my Cloaths ; but by

good Fortune there was a small Brook

hard by, where I washed myself as clean

as I could, although I durst not come

into my Master's Presence, until I were

sufficiently aired.

_ .j .1 .... VJ, v.. . ..

By what I could discover, the Tahoos

appear to be the most unfeachable of all

Animals, their Capacities never reach,

ing higher than to draw or carry Bur

thens. Yet I am of Opinion this De

fect ariseth chiefly front a perverse, re

stive Disposition, For they are cun

nings .malicious, treacherous and re

vengeful. They are strong and hardy^

but of a cowardly Spirit, and by con

sequence,' insolent, abject, and cruel. It

is observed, that the Red-haired of

both , Sexes are more libidinous and

mischievous than ^ the rest, whom yet

they much exceed ihf Strength and Ac

tivity.- o:b t ; *i 1 .•'•''v.

hfs.oV > i The
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Thh Rouyhnhnnis keep the Taboos

for present use in Huts not fir from die

House ; but the rest are sent abroad in

certain Fields, where they dig up Roots?

eat several kinds of Herbs, and scratch

about for Carrion, or sometimes catch

Weasels and Luhimuhs (a 'fort of 'vt-ti.-i

Bat) which they greedily devour. Kb •>

ture hath taught them to dig deep Holes

with their Nails on the side ofa rising

Ground, whereinthey lie by themselves,

only 'the Kennels of the Females are

larger, sufficient to hold two or three

Cubs': • " i. •,,

*», • ! '.
, , , '•

- :They swim from their Infancy like

Frogs, and are able to continue long

under Water, where they often take

Fish, which the Females carry home

to their Young. Arid upon this Occa

sion, I hope ?he Reader will pardon my

relating an odd Adventure. i= -j>

• - . ... . Bei n o

?!.lT
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,Being one Day abroad with my

Protector the Sorrel Nag, and the Wea

ther exceeding hot, I entreated him to

let me bathe in a River that was near.

He consented, and I immediately strip

ped myself stark naked, and went down

softly into the Stream. It happened

that a young Female Taboo standing be

hind a Bank, saw the whole Proceeding,

and enflamed by Desire, as the Nag

and I conjednred, came running with

all speed, and leaped into the Water

within five Yards of the Place where I

bathed. I was never in my Life so ter

ribly frighted ; the Nag was grazing at

some Distance, not suspecting any Harm.

She embraces me after a most fulsome

manner ; I roared as loud as I could, and

the Nag came gallopping towards me,

whereupon slie quitted her Graspf with

the utmost Reluctancy, and leaped upon

the opposite Bank, where she stood

gazing and howling all the time I was

putting on my Cloaths.

This
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This was Matter of Diversion to

my Master and his Family, as well

as of Mortification ( to myself. For

now I could no longer deny, that I

was a real Taboot in every Limb and

Feature, since the Females had a na

tural Propensity to me as one of their

own Species : Neither was the Hair

of this Brute of a Red Colour, (which

might have been some Excuse for an

Appetite a little irregular) but ^lack

as a Sloe, and her Countenance did

not make an Appearance altogether so

hideous as the rest of the Kind ; For

I think she could not be above Eleven

Years old. . . ;. • m j '?rjj

; ; Having lived three Years in thfc

Country, the Reader I suppose will ex-

pectj that, I should, like other Travel

lers, give Jiim sqme Account of the

Manners and Customs of its Inhabi

tants, which it was indeed my principal

Study to learn.

As
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A s these Noble Houyhnbnms are en

dowed by Nature with a general Dis

position to all 'Virtues, and have no

Conceptions or Ideas of Svhat is Evil

in a Rational Creature, so their grand

"Maxim is, to cultivate' Reason, and tb

fee wholly governed by. k. Neither is

Reason among them a Point "Proble

matical as with us, where men can ar

gue with Plausibility Oh botfi sides of

a Question; but strikes you with im

mediate Conviction ; as *it 'must needs

do where' it is not mingled, obscured,

or discoloured by Passion artel Interest,

I remember it was with extream Dif

ficulty that I could bring my" Master

to understand the meaning of the Word

Opinion, or how a Point could be dis

putable ; because Reason taught us to

affirm or deny only where we are cer

tain ; and beyond our Knowledge we

.cannot do either. So tljat Controver

sies, Wranglihgs, Disputes, and Posi-

tivenefs in false or dubious Propositions,

are



 

are Evils unknown among the Houy-

hnbnms. In like manner when I used

to explain to him our several Systems

of Natural Philosophy) he would laugh

that a Creature pretending to Reason^

should value itself upon the Knowledge

of other Peoples Conjectures, and in

Things, where that Knowledge, if it

were certain , would be of no Use,

Wherein he agreed entirely with the

Sentiments of Socrates, as Plato deli

vers them ; which I mention as the

highest Honour I can do that Prince

of Philosophers. I have often since re

flected what Destruction such a Doc

trine would make in the Libraries of

Europe, and how many Paths to Fame

would be then shut up in the Learned

World.

Friendship and Benevolence are

the two r principal Virtues among the

Houjhnhnms, and these not confined to

particular Objects, but universal to the

whole Race. For a Stranger from the

• ' . remotest
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remotest P&ri h equaHy treated1 With"

the nearest Neighbour, and' wherever

he' goes, fcd&s upbn hihilelf asat home';

They preserve1 Decency and Civilitf

itt the* highest Degrees, but ase alibis

geffiher ignorant of Ceremony. Theyr

Have no fondness for theft* Colts' ot;

Poles, frati tHe* £afe tne^ take in^fti-1

eating rheW ; proceeds diitlfel^ ffoftf7

dfe* Dictates" of Reason.1 And' I or>

ft&fvfcd* my Master to flieW ^

Affection : to his Neighbour's Jflue thaV

He had for his 6wn, They w'M have ii:

that Nature teaches, them to love the

Whole Species, astd it is Reason only'

that maketh a Distinction of Persons'

Where there is1 a" a' superior Degree of

Virtue. '*J **; - :;'y<^

When the Matron Houybnhnnv

have produced one of each Sex, they no

longer accompany with theft Consorts;

except they lose one- of their Issue by

forti6 Casualty, which very seldom hap*

pens-: But in sitatf a Qse rfie^ meet

• - w - again
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again, or when the like Accident befak

a Person, whose Wife is past bearing,

some other Couple bestow on him one

os their own Colts, and then go to*

gether again till the Mother k preg

nant. This Caution is necessary to pre

vent the Country from being overbur-

thened with* Numbers. But the Race of

inferior Hortyhnh}ims bred up to be- Ser

vants is not so strictly limited upon this

Article- these are allowed 'to produce

three of each Sexy to be Domesticks

in the Noble Families.

,yo"-' y""''. ".' vs'1 i' • o (.•'.' "

' itar their Marriages they: are exactly

tare&f to choose such Colours as wifl

not make any disagreeable Mixture in

the Breed. Strength is chiefly valued

ft? the Mate , and Comeliness '■ in the

Female, not upon the account of Love,

but to preserve the Race from degene

rating -. for where a Female happens to

excell in Strength, a Consort is chosen

With regard to Comeliness. Courtship,

Lov«, Presents, Joyntures, Settlements,

have
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have no place in their Thought? ; of

Terms whereby to express them-; in

their Language. The young .Couple

meet and are joyned, merely became

it, is the. Determination of their Par

rentsc.jand Friends: It is what they

see done every Day, and they look upon

it as one of tha necessary Actions of, 3

Rational Being. But the Violation;, £jf

Marriage, or any other Unchastity, was

never heard of: And the married Pair

pals their Lives with the fame Friend

ship, and mutual Benevolence that: they

bear to all others of the fame Species,

who come in their way ; without Jea

lousy, Fondness, Quarrelling, or Difcon-

tent«,-,^ yriR . . x

, ' ••' - •, i -\sn:. .' ... ?: ar.i

In educating the Youth of both"Sexes,

their Method is admirable, and highly

deserves our Imitation^..Xhese arc not

suffered to taste a^Grain of Oats, ex

cept upon certain Days, till Eighteen

Years ol4 ; nor Milk, but very rarely >

and in Summer they graze two Hours

'* in
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in the Morning, and as long in the

Evening, which their Parents likewise

observe, but the Servants are not ^

lowed above hajf that .time, and a great

Part of. their Grafs is brought home,'

which they, eat at the most convenient

Hoursj when they can be best spared

from: Work. K. Vr,j » , I ' .X-,o

1) i.->A .,.,»/! £ v> ;.,)•'. & oml

Temperance,. Industry> Exercise

and Cleanliness, are , the Lessons equally

enjoyned to the young ones of both

Sexes : And my Master thought it mon

strous in us to give/ the. Females a difc

ferent kind of Education from the

Males, except in some Articles; of,Do-

mestick Management; whereby as he-'

truly observed, one half of our Natives*

were good for nothing, but bringing^

Children into the World : And to trust

the Care of our Children to such useless"-

Animals, he said was yet a greater In

stance of Brutality.

Part IV. u cIC But
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But the Houyhnhnms train up their

Youth to Strength, Speed, and: Hardi

ness, by exercising them m funning

Races up and down steep Hilfy and

over hard and stony Grounds, and

when they are all in a Sweat, they are

ordered to leap over Head and' Ears,

into a Pond or a River. Four times

a, Year the Youth of a certain District

meet to shew their Proficiency in Run

ning, and Leaping, and others Feats of

Strength and Agility, where the Vic

tor is rewarded, with a Song made

in his or her Praise. On this Festival

the Servants drive a Herd of Taboos

into the Field, laden with Hay, and

Oats, and Milk for a Repast to she

Houjhnhntns \ after which, these Brutes

were immediately driven back again,

for fear of being noisome to the As

sembly.

Every fourth Year at the, Vernal

Equinox, there is a Representative

Council
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Council of 4 the whole Nation, which

meets in a Plain about twenty Miles

from our House, and continues about

five or fix Day&* Here they enquire

into the State and Condition of the

several Districts, Whether they abound

or be desicient in Hay or Oats, or Cows

-or Taboos ? And wherever there is any

Want (which is but seldom) it is im

mediately supplied by unanimous Con

sent and Contribution. Here likewise

the Regulation of Children is settled:

As for Instance, if a Houyhnhnm hath

two Males, he changeth one of them

with another that hath two Females :

And when a Child hath been lost by

any Casualty, where the Mother is

past Breeding, it is determined what

Family shall breed another to supply

the Loss.

K 2 CHAP.
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- C HAP., • -

^ grand Debate at the General JQem-

hi) ' of the Houyhnhnms, and how it

Was' determined. The Learning of

the ' Houyhnhnms. Their Buildings.

Their manner of Burials. The De-

feffivenefs of their Language. ,'<

ONE of these Grand Assemblies

was held in ,my time, about three

Months before my Departure, whither

my Master went as the Representative

of our District. In this Council was

resumed their old Debate, an^ indeed,

the only Debate that ever happened

in that Country ; whereof my Master

after his Return gave me a very parti

cular Account,

q ' " - v

The
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The Qjiestion to be debated, was,

Whether the Taboos should be extir-

minated from the Face of the Earth?

One of the Members for the Affirma

tive offered several arguments of great

Strength and Weight, alledging, That

as the Taboos were the most filthy, noi

some, and deformed Animal which Na

ture ever produced, so they were the

most restive and mdocible, mischie

vous and malicious : They would pri

vately fuck the Teats of the Houy-

bnhnms Cows, kill and devour their

Cats, trample down their Oats and

Grafs , if they were not continually

watched* and commit a thousand o-

ther Extravagancies. He took notice

of a general Tradition, That Taboos

had not been always in that Country :

But, that many Ages ago, two of these

Brutes appeared together upon a Moun

tain, whether produced by the Heat of

the Sun upon corrupted Mud and Slim£,

or from the Ooze or Froth of the Sea,

K I was
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was never known. That these Taboos

engendered, and their Brood in a short

time grew so numerous as to over-run

and insert the whole Nation. That the

Houyhnhnms to get rid of this Evil,

made a general. Hunting, and at last:

enclosed the whole Herd, and destroy

ing the old Ones, every Houyhnhnm

kept two young Ones in a Kennel, and

brought them to such a degre of Tame-

ness, as an Animal so savage by Na

ture can be capable of acquiring; using

them for Draught and Carriage. That

there seemed to be much Truth in this

Tradition, and that those Creatures

could not be Tluhniamfoy (or Aborigines

of the Land) because of the violent Ha

tred the Hoiijhnhnms , as well as all

other Animals, bore them ; which al

though their evil Disposition sufficiently

deserved, could never have arrived at

so high a Degree, if they had been

Aho-mines, or else they would have long

since been rooted out. That the In

habitants taking, a Fancy to use the

Service
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Service of the Taboos, had very impru

dently neglected to cultivate the Breed

of JjJ'es, which were a comely Animal,

easily kept, more tame and orderly,

without any offensive Smell, strong e-

nough for Labour, although they yield

to the other in Agility of Body ; and if

their Braying be no agreeable Sound, it

is for preferable to the ^orrible How*

lings of the Tahoos.

Several, others declared their Sen

timents to the fame purpose, when my

Master proposed an Expedient to the

Assembly, whereof he had indeed bor

rowed the Hint from me. He approv

ed of the Tradition, mentioned by the

Honourable Member, who spoke before,

and affirmed, that the Two Taboos saidl

to be first seen among them had been

driven thither over the Sea ; that com

ing to Land, and being forsaken by

their Companions, they retired to the

Mountains, and degenerating by de-

greesj became in process of time, much

S ^ dora
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more savage than. those of their own

Species in the 1 Country from whence

these two Originals came. The reason

of his Assertion was, that he had now in

•his Possession; a certain wonderful Tahoo,

^meaning myself) which most of them

had heard of, and many os' them had

seen. He then related to them, how

he first found me, that my Body was

all covered with an artificial Compo

sure of the Skins and Hairs of other

-Animals: That I had a Language of

my own, and had thoroughly learned

theirs : That I had related to him the

Accidents which brought me thither :

That when he saw me without my Co

vering, I was an exact Taboo in every

Part, only of a whiter Colour, less hai

ry, and with shorter Claws. He add

ed, how I had endeavoured to" per

suade him, that in my own and other

Countries the Taboos acted as the go

verning, Rational Animal, and held the

ffoliyhhhmts in Servitude: That he ob

served in me all the Qualities of a Tahco,

only



the Houyhnhnms. 137

only a little more civilized by some

Tincture of Reason, which however

was in a degree as far inferior to the

Houybnhnm Race, as the Taboos of

their Country were to me : That, a-

mong other things, I mentioned a Cu- 1

ftom we had of Castrating Houyhnhnms

when they were young, in order to

render them tame ; that the Operation

was easy and safe ; that it was no

Shame to learn Wisdom from Brutes,

as Industry is taught by the Ant, and

Building by the Swallow. (For so I

translate the Word Lybannh, although

it be a much larger Fowl) That this

Invention might be practiced upon the

younger Taboos here, which, besides

rendring them tractable and fitter for

Use, would in an Age put an end to

the whole Species without destroying

Life. That, in the mean time the

Houyhnhnms should be exborted to cul

tivate the Breed of Asses, which as

they are in all respects more valuable

Brutes, so they have this Advantage,

to
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to be fit for Service at Five Years old,

which the others ace not till twelve.

This was all my Master thought

£t to tell me at that time, of what

"pasted in the Grand Council. But he

was pleased to conceal one Particular,

which related personally to myself,

whereof I soon felt the unhappy Effect,

as the Reader will know in its proper

Place, and from whence I date all the

succeeding Misfortunes of my Life.

The Houyhithntns have no Letters,

and consequently, their Knowledge is

all Traditional. But there happening

few Events of any Moment among a

People so well united, naturally disposed

to every Virtue, wholly governed by

Reason, and cut off from all Com

merce with other Nations, the Histo

rical Part is easily preserved without

burthening their Memory. I have al

ready observed, that they are subject

to no Diseases, and therefore can have

ao
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no need of Physicians. However, they

have excellent Medicines composed of

Herbs, to cure accidental Bruises and

Cuts in the Pastern or Frog of the Foot

by sharp Stones, as well as other Maims

and Hurts in the several Parts of the

Body.

TpEY calculate the Year by the Re

volution of the Sun and the Moon

but use no subdivisions into Weeks.

They are well enough acquainted with

the Motions of those two Luminaries,

and • understand the Nature of Eclipses ;

and this is the utmost Progress of their

Astronomy.

\ ,  * • • •

In Toetry they must be allowed tor

excell all other Mortals ; wherein the

Justness of their Similes, and the Mi

nuteness, as well as Exactness of their

Descriptions, are indeed inimitable.

Their Verses abound very much in both

of these, and usually contain either some

exalted Notions of Friendship and Be

nevolence?
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nevolence, or the Praises of those who

were Victors in Races, and other bo

dily Exercises. Their Buildings, although

very rude and simple, are not inconve

nient, but well contrived to defend them

from all Injuries of Cold and Heat.

They have a kind of Tree, which at For

ty Years old loosens in the Root, and

falls with the first Storm; they grow

very strait, and being pointed like

Stakes with a sharp Stone, (for the

Houyhnhnms know not the Use of Iron)

they stick them erect in the Ground a-:

bout ten Inches asunder, and then weave

in Oat-straw, or sometimes Wattles be

twixt them. The Roof is made after

the fame manner , and so are the

Doors.

The Houyhnhnms use the hollow

Part between the Pastern and the Hoof

of their Forefeet, as we do our Hands,

and this with greater Dexterity, than I

eould first imagine. I have seen' a

White Mare of our family thread a

Needle
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Needle (which I lent her on purposes

with that Joynt. They milk their

Cows, reap their Oats, and do all the

Work which requires Hands, in the

fame manner. They have a kind of

hard Flints, which by grinding against

other Stones, they form into Instru

ments, that serve instead of Wedges,

Axes, and Hammers. With Tools made

of these Flints, they likewise cut their

Hay, and reap their Oats, which there

groweth naturally in several Fields :

The Tahoos draw home the Sheaves in

Carriages, and the Servants tread them

m several covered Hutts, to get out

the Grain, which is kept in Stores. They

make a rude kind cf earthen and wood

ed Vessels, and bake the former in the

Sim. « • '

If they can avoid Casualties, they

die only of Old- Age, and are buried

in the obscurest Places that can be found,

their Friends and Relations expressing

neither Joy nor Grief at their I)e-

5 - . A . parture ;
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f&rture, nor does the dying Person dis

cover the least Regret that he is leav

ing the World, any more than if he

were upon returning home from a Visit

to one of his Neighbours j I remember

my Master having once made an Ap

pointment with a Friend and his Fa

mily to come to his House upon some

Affair of Importance, on the Day fix

ed, the Mistress and her two Childrea

came very late ; she made two Excuses,

first for her Husband, who, as she

said, happened that very Morning to

Shnuwnh. The Word is strongly ex

pressive in fheir Language, but not

easily rendered into EngUjl)f it signifies,

to retire to his first Mother. Her Ex

cuse for not coming sooner, was, that

her Husband dying late in the Morn

ing, she was a good while consulting,

her Servants about a convenient Place

where his Body should be laid ; and X

observed Ihe behaved herself at our

House, as chearfully as the rest, and

died about three Months after.

They
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They live generally to Seventy or

Seventy-five Years, very seldom to Four

score: Some Weeks before their Death

they feel a gradual' Decay, but with*

out Pain* During this time they are ,

much visited by their Friends, because

they cannot go abroad, with their usual

Ease and Satisfaction. However, about

ten Days before their Death* whieft

they seldom fail in computing, they

return the Visits that have. been made

them by those who are nearest in the

Neighbourhood, being carried in a con

venient Sledge drawn by Taboos, whidi

Vehicle they use, not only upon this

Occasion) but.when they grow old up

on long Journeys, or -wlien they are

lamed by any Accident. And therefore

when the dying Houyhnbmns return

those Visits, they take a solemn leave of

their Friends, as if they were going to

some remote Part of the Country, where

they designed to pass the rest of their

Lives*

I know
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I know not whether it may be

worth observing, that the Houyhnhnws

have no Word in their Language to

express any thing that is Evils except

what they borrow from the Deformi

ties or ill Qualities of the Taboos. Thus

they denote the Folly of a Servant, aa

Omission of a Child, a Stone that cut

their Feet, a continuance of foul or un

seasonable Weather, and.the like, by ad

ding to each the Epithet of Taboo, For

Instance, bbnm Taboo, Wbnabolm Tahoo,

Tnlbmndwiblma Taboo, and an ill con

trived House, Tnholmbmnrohlnw Taboo.

. - 1 could with great Pleasure enlarge

farther upon the Manners and Virtues

of this excellent People ; but intending

in a fliort time to publish a. Volume by

itself exprefly upon that Subject, I refer

the Reader thither. And in the mean

time, proceed to relate my own sad

Catastrophe. ; , \ ,

C H A P.
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C H A P. X.

The Author's Oeconomy and hasp Life

among the Houyhnhnms. His great

Improvement in Virtue , by conversing

ivith them. Their Conversations.

The Autbor has notice given him by

his Master that he must depart from

the Country. He falls into a Swoon

for Grief, but submits. He contrives

and faifbes a Canoo, by the help of

a Fellow-Servant, and puts to Sea

at a venture.

I HAD settled my little Oeconomy

to my own Heart's content. My

Master had ordered a Room for me

after their manner, about six Yards

from the House, the Sides and Floors

of which I plaistered with Clay, and

Part IV. L covered
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covered with Ruih-matts ofmy own^ con

triving; I had beaten Hemp, which there

grows wild, and made of it a sort of

Ticking : This I filled with the Fea

thers of several Birds I had taken with

Springes made of Taboos Hairs, and

were excellent Food. I had worked

tw6 Chairs with my Knife, the Sorrel

Nag helping me in the grosser and

snore laborious Part. When my Cloaths

were worn to Rags, I made myself 0*

thers with the Skins of Rabbets, and

of a certain beautiful Animal ahout the

fame size, called Nnnhnoh, the Skin of

which is covered with a fine Down.

Of these I made very tolerable Stockings.

I foaled my Shoes with Wood, which I

cut from a Tree, and fitted to the up

per Leather, and when this was worn

Out, I supplied it with the Skins of

Yahoos dried - in the Sun. I often got

Honey out of hollow Trees, which I

mingled with*Water, or eat with my

Bread, No Man could more verify the

^TfutH of these two Maxims,. That Na-

ten'r- , ture
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tare h very easily satisfied ; and; That

Necessity is the Mother of Invention.

I enjoyed perfect: Health of Body and

Tranquillity of Mind ; I did not find

the Treachery Or Inconstancy of a

Friends nor the Injuries of a secret op

open Enemy. I had no occasion ofbrib

ing, flattering or pimping, to procure

the Favour of any great Man or of his

Minion. I wanted no Fence against

Fraud or Oppression ; Here was neither

Physician to destroy my Body, nor Law

yer to ruin my Fortune ; No Informer to

watch my Words, and Actions, or forge

Accusations against me for Hire : Here

were no Gibers, Cenfurers, Backbiters^

Pick-pockets , Highwaymen , House

breakers, Attorneys, Bawds, Buffoons,

Gamesters, Politicians, Wits, splenetick

tedious Talkers, Cohtrovertists, Ravish-

ers, Murderers, - Robbers, Virtuoso's,

no Leaders or Followers of Party and

Faction ; no Encouragers to Vice, by

Seducement or Examples : No Dungeon,

Axes, Gibbets, Whipping-posts, or Pilv

L 2 lories ;
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lories : No cheating Shop-keepers or

Mechanicks : No Pride, Vanity or Af

fectation : No Fops, Bullies, Drunkards,

strolling Whores, or Poxes : No ranting,

lewd, expensive Wives : No stupid,

proud Pedants: No importunate, over

bearing, quarrelsome, noisy, roaring,

empty, conceited, swearing Compani

ons : No Scoundrels, raised from the

Dust for the sake of their Vices, or

Nobility thrown into it on account of

their Virtues: No Lords, Fidlers*

Judges or Dancing-Masters.

I had the favour of being admit

ted to several Houyhvhmns, who came

to visit or dine with my Master, where

his Honour graciously suffered me to

wait in the Room, and listen to their

Discourse. Both he and his Company

would often descend to ask me Questi

ons, and receive my Answers. I had

also sometimes the Honour of attend

ing my Master in his Visits to others.

I never presumed to speak, except in

answer
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answer to a Question, and then I did

it with inward Regret, because it was

a Loss of so much Time for improving

myself: But I was infinitely delighted,

with the Station of an humble Auditor

in such Conversations, where nothing

passed but what was useful, expressed

in the fewest and most significant

Words : Where the greatest Decency

was observed, without the least Degree

of Ceremony ; where no Person spoke

without being pleased himself, and plea

sing his Companions : Where there was

no Interruption, Tedioufnefs, Heat, or

Difference of Sentiments. They have

a Notion, That when People are met

together, a short Silence doth much

improve Conversation : This I sound to

be true ; for during those little Inter

missions of Talk, new Ideas would arise

in the Thoughts, which very much

enlivened their Discourse. Their Sub

jects are generally on Friendship and

Benevolence, on Order and Oeconomy,

sometimes upon the visible Operations of

L j Nature,
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Nature, or ancient Traditions, upon the

Bounds and Limits of Virtue, upon the

unerring Rules of Reason, or upon some

Determinations, to be taken at the next

great Assembly ; and often upon the va

rious Excellencies of Poetrj. I. may

add without Vanity, that my Presence

often , gave them sufficient Matter for

Discourse, because it afforded my Master

.an Occasion of letting his Friends into

.the History of me and my Country, up

on which they were all pleased to de

scant in a manner not very advanta

geous to Human Kind; and for that

Reason I shall not repeat what they

said : Only I may be allowed to observe,

That his Honour, to my great Admi

ration, appeared :to understand the Na

ture of Taboos.,'jih.^W Countries, much

better than myself . . He went through

all our Vices and Follies, and discover

ed many whiqii I had never mention*

etfto him, by only supposing what Qua

lities a Taboo of their Country, with a

small proportion of Reason, might be

capable
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capable of exerting; and concluded,

with too much Probability, how vile as

well as miserable such a Creature must

.be. j .,, . s, {

, ,

'

„
''

I freely confess, that all the lit

tle Knowledge I have of any value,(

was [acquired by the Lectures I receiv

ed from my Master, and from hearing

the Discourses of him and his Friends

to which I should be prouder to Ufte.q,

than to dictate tp the greatest and,

wisest Assembly in Euroge. I admire4

the Strength, Comeliness, and Speed cdf

the Inhabitants and such a, Conjstella-

tion, of- Virtues in sucji |Ami^Dje ferj

sons produced in me the highest Yener

ratioi). , At first, indee^ I cjid .no^eÆj

that natural Awe which tt,he Tahoos, an^

all other Animals be^r tpwa^s tfaeri^

but it gre.w upon me by Degrees^ much

sooner, thaij I imagines ^noV was^mjn,.

gled with;,a reCpe.^fuj Love .and Gra.

titude^ that they would condescend .to

1 ififH **.Al Li I ,.
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distinguish me from the rest os my

Species. '

When I thought of my Family>

my Friends, and my Countrymen, or

Human Race in general, I considered

them as they really were, Taboos in

Shape and Disposition , only a little

civilized, and qualified with the Gift of

Speech, but making no other use of

Reason, than to improve and multiply

those Vices, whereof their Brethren in

this Country had only the share that

Nature allotted them. When I hap

pened to behold the Reflection of my

own Form in a Lake or a Fountain,

I turned away my Face in Horror and

Detestation of myself, and could better

endure the sight of a common Tabooy

than of my own Person. By converiing

with the Houyhnhnms, and looking up

on them with Delight, I fell to imitate

their Gate and Gesture, which is now

grown into an Habit, and my Friends

often tell me, in a blunt way, that J trot
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}rke a Horse ; which, however, I take

for a great Compliment : Neither lhall

I disown, that in speaking I am apt

to fall into the Voice and manner of

the Honyhnhnms, and hear myself ri

diculed on that account without the

least Mortification.

Im the midst of all this Happintss,

and when I looked upon myself to be

fully settled for Life, my Master sent

for me one Morning a little earlier

than his ufoal Hour. I observed by his

Countenance that he was in some Per

plexity, and at a Loss how to begin

what he had to speak. After a short

Silence, he told me, He did not know

how I would take what he was going

to fay ; that in the last general As

sembly, when the Affair of the Taboo*

was entered upon, the Representatives

had taken offence at his keeping a ta

hoo (meaning myself) in his Family

more like a Houyhnhnm, than a Brute

Animal. That he was known frequent
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ly to converse with me, as if he could

receive. some Advantage or Pleasure in

my Company : That such a Practice

was not agreeable to. Reason or Na

ture, nor a thing ever heard of before

among them. The Assembly did there

fore exhort him, either to employ me

like the rest of my Species, or com

mand me to swim back to the Place

from whence I came. That the 'first

of these Expedients was utterly reject

ed by all the Houyhnhnms, who had

ever seen meiat his House or their

own : For they alledged,! That because

I had some Rudiments ^ Reason,

added to the natural Pravjty of those

Animals, it was to be feared, I migafr

be able to seduce them into the

woody and mountainous Parts of the.

Country, and bring thenvin Troops

by Night to destroy the Houyh%h#ms

Cattle, as being naturally of the rave

nous Kind, and averse from Labour.
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My Master added, That he was

daily pressed by the Houyhnhnms of

the Neighbourhood to have the Assem

bly's Exhortation executed, which fye

could not put off much longer. Ho

doubted it would be impossible for me

to swim to another Country, and there

fore wished I would contrive some

sort of Vehicle resembling those I had

described to him, that might carry

me on the Sea, in which Work T should

have the Assistance of his own Ser

vants, as well as those of his Neigh

bours. He concluded, That for his

own Part he could have been content

to keep me in his Service as long as

I lived, because he sound I had cured

myself of some bad Habits and Dispo

sitions, by endeavouring, as far as my

inferior Nature was capable, to- imi

tate the Houyhnhnms.

I should here observe to the Rea*

dcr, That a Decree of the general As

sembly
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seinbly in this Country, is expressed by

the Word Hnhloayn, which signifies an

Exbortation ; as near as I can render

it : For they have no Conception how

a rational Creature can be compelled,

but only advised, or exhorted, because

no Person can disobey Reason, with

out giving up his Claim to be a ra

tional Creature.

I was struck with the utmost Grief

and Despair at my Master's Discourse,

and being unable to support the Ago

nies I was under, I fell into a Swoon

at his Feet; when I came to my

self, he told me, that he concluded I

had been dead. (For these People

are subject to no such Imbecillities

of Nature) I answered, in a faint

Voice, That Death would have been

too great an Happiness; that although

I could not blame the Assembly's Ex

hortation, or the Urgency of his Friends;

yet in my weak and corrupt Judg

ment, I thought it might consist with

Reason
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Reason to have been less rigorous. That

I could not swim a League, and pro

bably the nearest Land to theirs might

be distant above an hundred : That

many Materials, necessary for making

a small Vessel to carry me off, were

wholly wanting in this Country, which

however, I would attempt in Obedi

ence and Gratitude to his Honour, al

though I concluded the Thing to be

impossible, and therefore looked on my

self as already devoted to Destruction.

That the certain Prospect of unnatural

Death, was the least of my Evils : For,

supposing I should escape with Life by

some strange adventure, how could I

think with Temper , of passing my

Days among Taboos, and relapsing in

to my old Corruptions, ior want of Ex

amples to lead and keep me within the

Paths of Virtue. That I knew too

well upon what solid Reasons all the

Determinations of the wife Houyhnhnms

were founded, not to be shaken by Ar

guments of mine, a miserable Taboo \

and
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and therefore after. presenting him with

my humble Thanks for the Offer of

his Servants Assistance in making a

Vessel, and desiring a reasonable Time

for so difficult a Work, I told him I

would endeavour to preserve a wretched

Being ; and, if ever I returned to Eng

land, was not without Hopes of be

ing useful to my own Species, by ce

lebrating the praises of the renowned

Houyhnhnms, and proposing their Vir

tues to the Imitation of Mankind.

My Master in a few Words made

me a very gracious Reply, allowed, me

the space of two Months to finish my

JBoat; and ordered the Sorrel Nag, my

Fellow-Servant, (for so at this distance

I may presume to call him) to follow

my Instructions, because I told my Ma

ster, that his Help would be sufficient,

and I knew he had a Tenderness for

me.
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• In his Company my first Business

was to go to that Part of the Coast,

where my rebellious Crew had order

ed me to be set on Shore. I got upon,

a Height, and looking on every fide

into the Sea, fancied I saw a small I-

fland, towards the North-East : I took

out my Pocket-glass, and could then clear

ly distinguish it about five Leagues off,

as I computed ; but it appeared to the

Sorrel Nag to be only a blue Cloud :

For, as he had no Conception of any

Country beside his own, so he could not

be as expert in distinguishing remote

Objects at Sea, as we who so much

converse in that Element.

After I had discovered this Island,

I considered no farther; but resolved, it

should, if possible, be the first Place of

my Banishment, leaving the Consequence

to Fortune.

I r E-
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I returned home, and consult

ing with the Sorrel Nag, we went in

to a Copse at some distance, where I

with my Knife, and he with a sharp

Flint fastened very artificially, after

their manner, to a wooden Handle, cut

down several Oak Wattles about the

Thickness of a Walking-staff, and some

larger Pieces. But I shall not trouble

the Reader with a particular Descrip

tion of my own Mechanicks ; let it

suffice to say, that in six Weeks time,

with the Help of the Sorrel Nag, who

performed the Parts that required most

Labour, I finished a sort of Indian Ca-

noo, but much larger, covering it

with the Skins of Taboos well stitched

together, with hempen Threads of my

own making. My Sail was likewise

composed os the Skins of the fame Ani

mal ; but I made use of the youngest I

could get, the older being too tough

and thick, and I likewise provided my

self with four Paddles. I laid in a Stock
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of boiled Flesh of Rabbets and Fowl£j

and took with me two Vessels, one fil

led with Milk, and the other with

Water.

I tried my Canooin a large Poncl

near my Master's House, and then cor-4

rested Jn it what was amiss ; stopping

all the Chinks with Tabops Tallow, till

I found it stanch, and able to bear me,

-and my Freight* And when it was as

compleat as I could possibly make i£

I had it drawn on a Carriage very gen

tly by Tafc&os, to the Sea-side, under

the conduct of the Sorrel Nag, and an>

other Servant.

* ' » * " , • *

When all was ready, arid the Da^

come for my Departure, L took leave of

my Master and Lady, and the whole Fa

mily, mine Eyes flowing withTears, and

,my Heart quite funk With Grief. But

liis honour, out of Curiosity, and per-

haps (if I may speak it Without V^*

nity) "partly out of Kindness, was deter.

Part IV. M

,
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shined to see me in my Canoo, and got

several of his neighbouring Friends to

accompany him. 1 was forced to wait

above an Hour for the Tide, and then

observing the Wind very fortunately

bearing towards the Island, to which I

intended to steer my Course.. I took a

second Leave of my Master: But as I

was going to prostrate myself to Tfiss his

Hoof, he did me the Honour to raise it

gently to my Mouth. I am not igno

rant how much I Tiave been censured

for mentioning this last Particular. For

my Detractors are pleased to think it

improbable, that so Illustrious a Person

should descend to give so great a Mark

pf Distinction to a Creature so infe

rior as I. Neither Thave I forgot, how

apt some Travellers are to boast of

extraordinary Favours they have re

ceived. But if |these Censurers were

better acquainted with the no~bIe and

courteous Disposition of tlie Houykn*

%nms, they would soon change their

 



the Houyhnhnms. 16$

I paid my respects to the rest of

the Houyhnhnms in his Honour's Com

pany; then getting into my Canoo, I

pushed off from Shore.

* i "

 



l6q. A VOY AG E tO

 

CHAP. XI.

The Author's dangerous Voyage. He

arrives at New-Holland, hoping to

fettle there. Is wounded with an

Arrow by one of the Natives. Is

seized and carried by Force into a

Portugueze Shis. The great Civi

lities of the Captain. The Autbor

arrives at England.

1 BEGAN this desperate Voyage oa

February 15, 171 J. at 9 o'clock

in the Morning, The Wind was ve

ry favourable ; however, I made use at

first only of my Paddles, but consider

ing I should soon be weary, and that

the Wind might chop about, I ventur-

to set up my little Sail ; and thus

 

with
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with the help of the Tide, I went

at the rate of a League and a half an

Hour, as near as I could guess. My

Master and his Friends continued oa

the Shoar, till I was almost out of

fight j and I often heard the Sorrel

Nag (who always loved me) crying

out, Hnuy ilia njha majah Tahoo, Tajce

care of thyself, gentle Tahoo,

' . ..».'*■

Mk Design was, if possible, to dis

cover some small Island uninhabited,

yet sufficient by my Labour to fur

nish me with the Necessities of Life

which I would have thought a great

er Happiness than to be first Mini

ster in the Politest Court of Europe;

so horrible was the Idea I conceived

of returning to live in the Society

and under the Government of Taboos,

For in such a Solitude as I desired, I

could at least enjoy my own Thoughts,

and reflect with Delight on the Vir.

tues of those inimitable Houyhnbnms%

without any Opportunity of degene*
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rating into the Vices and Corruptions

of my own Species. ' :*

"The Reader may remember what

I : related when my Crew conspired

against me, and confined me to my

Cabbin. How I continued there se

veral Weeks, without knowing what

Course we took, and when I was put

a Shoar in the Long-boat, how the Sai

lors told me with Oaths, whether true

or false', that they knew not in what

Part of the World' we were.' How

ever,' I' did then believe us to be a-

bout ten Degrees Southward of the

Cage of <3ood Hose, or about 45 De

grees Southern Latitude, as I gathered

from some general Words lover-heard

among them, being I supposed to the

South-East in their intended Voyage

to Madagascar. And although this

were*but little better than Conjecture,

yet I resolved to steer my Course East

ward, sloping to reach the South-West

(gpafr of'"'New-Holland, and perhaps

:'" some
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some such Island a5 I desired, lying;

Westward of it. The wind was full-

Wtft, and by six in the Evening I com

puted I had gone Eastward at least

eighteen Leagues, when I spied a very

small Island about half a League off,

which I soon reached, It was nothing

but a Rock with one Creek naturally,

arched by the force of Tempests. Here

I put in my Canoo, ond climbing up

a part of the Rock, I could plainly dis

cover Land to the East, extending from)

South to North. I lay all Night in my

Canoo, and repeating my Voyage ear*

ly in the Morning, I arrived in seven

Hours to the South-East Point of New

Holland. This confirmed me in the opi

nion I have long entertained, that the;

Map and Charts place this Country at

least three Degrees more to the East

' than it really is ; which Thought I com

municated many Years ago to my wor-

< thy Friend Mr. Hermati Moll, and gave

lum my Reasons for if, although he

M s • hatli
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hath rather chosen to follow other Au

thors,

• I sAvr no Inhabitants in the Place

where I landed, and being unarmed, I

was afraid of venturing far into the

Country. I found some Shell-fish on

the Shore, and eat them raw, not da

ring to kindle a Fire, for fear of being

discovered by the Natives. I continued

three Days feeding on Oysters and Lim-

pits, to save my own Provisions, and

I fortunately found a Brook of excel

lent Water, which gave me great Re

lief. 1

On the fourth Day, venturing out

early a little too far, I saw twenty or

thirty Natives upon a Height, not a-

bove five hundred Yards from me.

They were stark naked, Men, Women,*

and Children round a Fire, as I could

discover by the Smoak, One of them

fpjed me, and gave notice . to the rest ;

£fg of them advanced towards me

1
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leaving the Women and Children afr

the Fire. I made what haste I could'

to the Shore, and getting into my Ca-

noo, shoved off : The Savages observ--

ing me retreat ran after me ; and be

fore I could get far enough into the

Sea , discharged an Arrow , which

wounded me deeply on the inside of my

left Knee CI shall carry the Mark to

my Grave.) I apprehended the Arrow

might be poisoned, and paddling out of

the reach of their Darts (being a calm

Day) I made a shift to fuck the Wound,

and dress it as well as I could.

I w a s at a Loss what to do, for I

durst not return to the lame Landing-

place, but stood to the North, and was

forced to paddle; for the Wind though

very gentle was against me, blowing

North-West. As I was looking about

for a secure Landing-place, I law a

Sail to the North North-Ea/t, which

appearing e^ery Minute more visible.

I was in some Doubt, whether I should

Wait
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wait for them or no, but at last my De

testation of the Tahoo Race prevailed*

and turningray Canoo, Lsailed and pad

dled together to the South, and got into

the fame Creek from whence I set out

in the Morning, choosing rather to trust

myself among these Barhariaftsy than

live with European Taboos. I drew up

ipy Canoo as close as I could to the

Shore, and hid myself behind a Stone

by a little Brook, which, as I have

already said, was excellent Water.

> * *

The Ship came within half a league

Of this Creek, and sent out her Long-

Boat with Vessels to take in fresh Wa

ter (for the Place it seems was very

well known) but I did not observe it

till the Boat was almost on Shore, an4

it was too late to seek another Hiding-

place. The Seamen at their landing ob

served my Canoo, and rummaging it all

Over, easily conjectured that the Owner

could , not be far Off. Four of them

wellrarmed searched every Cranny ann*

.', Lurking
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Lurking-hole, till at last they found me

flat on ray Face behind the Stone. They

gazed a while in admiration at my

strange uncouth Dress, my Coat made

of Skins, my wooden foaled Shoes, and)

my furred' Stockings ; from whence,

however, they concluded I was. not a.

Native of the Place, who all go naked.

One of the Seamen in fmtuguexe- bids

me rife, and asked who F was* I un

derstood that Language very well, amfc

getting upon my Feet, said, I was a

poor TaboOy banished from the Houyhn-

hnms, and desired they would please to

let me depart. They admired to hear me

answer them in their own Tongue* and'

saw by my Complexion I must bean E#-

rofean; but were at a lose to know what/

I meant by Taboos and Houyhnhnms,

and at the same time fell a laughing at

my strange Tone in r speaking, which-

resembled the Neighing of a Horse. I

trembled all the while betwixt Fear

and Hatred: I again1 desired leave to

depart, and was gently moving to my

Canoo ;
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Canoo ; but they laid hold on me, de

siring to know, what Country I was

of? whence I came ? with many other

Questions. J told them, I was born in

England, from whence I came about

five Years ago, and then their Coun

try and ours were at Peace. I there

fore hoped they would not treat me as

an Enemy, since I meant them no harm,

but was a poor Taboo, seeking some

desolate Place where to pass the Re

mainder of his unfortunate Life.

When they began to talk, I "thought

II never heard or saw any thing so

unnatural ; for it appeared to me as

monstrous as if a Dog or a Cow

sliould speak in England, as a Taboo in

Houybnhnm4and. The honest Fortu-

gueze were equally amazed at my

strange Dress, and the odd manner of

delivering my , words, which however

they understood very well. They

spoke to, me with great Humanity, and

fcid they were sure their Captain would

, m, carry
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carry megratis to Lislon, from whence

I might return to my own Country y

that two of the Seamen would go back

to the Ship, inform the Captain of what,

jhey had seen, and receive his Orders •

in the mean time, unless I would giro

my solemn Oath not to fly, they would

secure me by Force. I thought it best

to comply with their Proposal. They

were very curious to know my Story

but I gave them very little Satisfaction;

and they all conjectured, that my Mis

fortunes had impaired my Reason. Ini

two Hours the' Boat, which went

loaden with Vessels of Water, return

ed with the Captain's Commands to

fetch me on Board.. I fell on my

Knees to preserve my Liberty ; but all

was in vain, and the Men having tied

me with Cords, heaved me into the

Boat, from whence I was taken into

the Ship, and from thence into th«

Captain's Cabbin.

His
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1 /

His Name was Pedro de MendeZf

,fie was . a very courteous and generous

ferson ; lie entreated me to give some

Account of myself, and desired to know

what I would eat or drink; said I

"ffhould be used as well as himself, and

spoke so many obliging things, that I

wondered to find such Civilities from

a f&hoo. However, I remained silent

and sullen ; I was ready to feint at the

very lmell *of him and his Men. At

last I desired something to eat out

of my own Canoo ; but he ordered me

a Chicken and some excellent Wine,

and then directed that I should be put

to Bed in a very clean Cabbin. I

would not undress myself, but lay on

the Bed-cloaths, and in half an Hour

stole out, when I thought the Crew was

at Dinner, and getting to the side of

the Ship was going to leap into the

Sea, and swim for my Life, rather than

continue among Taboos. But one of the

Seamen prevented me, and having in

formed

t
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formed the Captain, I was chained to

my Cabbisl.

After Dinner Don Pedro came to

me, and desired to know my reason fox

so desperate an Attempt ; assured me hie

only meant to do me all the Service

he was able, and spoke so very moving

ly, that at last I descended to treat

him like an Animal that had some

little portion of Reason. I gave him

a very fliort Relation of my Voyage, of

the Conspiracy against: me by my own.

Men, of the Country where they set

me on Shore, and of my three Years

,Residence there. All which he looked

upon as if it were a Dream or a Vi

sion ; whereat I took great Offence';

for, I had quite forgot the Faculty of

'Lying, so peculiar to Taboos in all Coun

tries where they preside, and conse

quently the Disposition of suspecting

Truth in others of their own Species.

1 asked him, Whether it were the Cu

stom in his Country to fay the Thing

that
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that was not? I assured him I had al

most forgot what he meant by False

hood, and if I had lived a thousand

Years in Hauyhnhntnlandy I should ne

ver have heard a Lye from the meanest

Servant; that I was altogether indiffe

rent whether he believed me or no;

. but however, in return for his Favours*

I would give so much Allowance to the

Corruption of his Nature, as to answer

.any Objection he would please to.make,

and then he might easily discover the

/Truth. \'

The Captain, a wise Man, after

many Endeavours to catch me tripping

in some part of my Story, at last began

to have a better Opinion of my Vera

city, and the rather because he- confes

sed, he met with a Dutch Skipper, who

pretended to have landed with Five

others of his Qew upon a certain

Island or Continent South of New-Hol

land, v/here they went for fresh Wa

ter, and observed a Horse driving be

fore

i
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fore him several Animals exactly re

sembling those I described under the

Name of Taboos, with some other Par

ticulars, which the Captain said he had

forgot ; because he then concluded them

all to be Lies, But he added, that

since I professed so inviolable an At

tachment to Truth, I must give him

my Word of Honour to bear him com

pany 'in this Voyage without attempt

ing any thing against my Life, or else he

would continue me a Prisoner till we

arrived at Lislgn. I gave him the

Promise he required ; but at the same

time protested that I would suffer the

greatest Hardships rather than return

to live among Taboos.

v

I

Our Voyage passed without any

considerable Accident. In Gratitude to

the Captain I sometimes fate with him

^.t his earnest Request, and strove tQ

conceal my Antipathy to human Kind,

;althoug1) it often broke out, which he

foferei <o pass without Observation.
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But the greatest part of the Day, I

confined myself to my Cabbin, to avoid

seeing any of the Crew. The Captain

had often entreated me to strip myself

of my savage Dress, and offered to

lend - me the best Suit of Cloaths he

had. This I would not be prevailed

on to accept, abhorring to cover my

self with any thing that had been on

the Back of a Taboo. I only desired

he would lend me two clean Shirts

which having been washed since he

wore them, I believed would not so

much desile me. These I changed e-

very second Day, and washed them my

self.

'

We arrived at Lisbon^ Nov. 5. 171 5.

At our landing the Captain forced me

to cover myself with his Cloak, to pre

vent the Rabble from crouding about

me. I was conveyed to his own

House, and at my earnest Request, he

led me up to the highest Room back

wards. I conjured him to conceaj

from
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from all Persons what I had told him

of the Houyhnhnms, because the least,

hint of such a Story would not only

draw Numbers of People to fee me,

but probably, put me in Danger of

being imprisoned, or burnt by the In

quisition. The Captain persuaded me

to accept a Suit of Cloaths newly

made, but I would not suffer the

Taylor to take my Measure ; howe

ver, Don Pedro being almost of my

Size, they fitted me well enough. He

accoutred me with other Necessaries all

new, which I aired for twenty-four

Hours before I would use them.

The Captain had no Wife, nor

above three Servants, none of which

were suffered to attend at Meals, and

his whole Deportment was so obliging,

added to very good human Under

standing, that I really began to to

lerate his Company. He gained so

far upon me, that I ventured to look

out of the back Window. By degrees

N 2 I
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I was brought into another Rccm,

front whence I peeped into the Street,

but drew my Head back in a Fright.

In a Week's time he seduced me

down to the Door. I found my Ter

ror gradually lessened, but my Hatred

and Contempt seemed to encrease. I

was at last bold enough to walk the

Street in his Company, but kept my

Nose well stopped with Rue, or some

times with Tobacco. v'

In ten Days Don Pedro, to whom I

had ^iven some account of my Dome-

stick Affairs, put it upon me as a Mat

ter of Honour and Conscience, that I

ought to return to my native Coun

try, and live at home with my Wise

and Children. He told me, there was

an English Ship in the Port just ready

to fail, and he would furnish me with

all things necessary. It would be tedi

ous to repeat his Arguments, and my

Contradictions. He said it was altoge

ther impossible to find such a solitary

Island "

\
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Ifland as Ihad desired , to live in; but

I.might command in my own House,

and pass my time in a manner as re

cluse as I pleased.

I complied at last, finding I

could not do better. I left Lisbon the

24th Day of November, in an Eng

lish Merchant-Man, but who was the

Master I never enquired. Don Tedro

accompanied me to the Ship, and lent

me Twenty Pounds. He took kind

leave of me, and embraced me at part

ing, which I bore as well as I could.

During the last Voyage I had no Com

merce with the Master or any of his

Men, but pretending I was fick kept

close in my Cabbin. On the Fifth of

December, 171 5. we cast Anchor in

the Downs about Nine in the Morn

ing, and at Three in the Afternoon I

got safe to my House at Rotherbith.

My Wife and Family received me

with great Surprize and Joy, because

N 3 they
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they concluded me certainly dead ; but

I must freely confess the fight of them

filled me only with Hatred, Disgust

and Contempt, and the more by re

flecting on the near Alliance I had to

them. For, although since my unfor

tunate Exile from the Houyhnhnm Coun

try, I had compelled myself to tolerate

the Sight of Taboos, and to converse with

Don Pedro de Mendez ; yet my Me

mory and Imaginations were perpetu

ally, filled with the Virtues and Ideas of

those exalted Houyhnhnms. And when

I began to consider, that by copulating

with one of the Tœboo-Species I became

a Parent of more, it struck me with

the Utmost Shame, Confusion and Hor

ror.

A s sodn as I entered the House, my

Wife took me in her Arms, and kissed

me, at which having not been used to

the Touch of tjiat odious Animal for so

many Years, I fell in a Swoon for al

most an Hour. At the Time I am

writing;
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writing it is Five,Years since ray last

Return to England: During the first

Year I could not endure my Wife or

Children in my Presence, the very

Smell of them was intolerable, much

less could I suffer them to eat in the

same Room. To this hour they dare

not presume to touch my Bread, or

drink out of the same Cup, neither

was I ever able to let one of them

take me by the Hand. The first Mo

ney I laid out was. to buy two young

Stone-Horses which I keep in a good

Stable, and next to them the Groom

is my greatest Favourite ; for I feel my

Spirits revived by the Smell he con

tracts in the Stable. My Horses un

derstand me tolerably well ; I converse

with them at least four Hours every

Day. They are Strangers to Bridle

or Saddle, they live in great Amity

with me, and Friendship to each

other.

N4 CHAP,

1 " '
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* . CHAR XII.

The Author's Veracity, His Design in

•publishing this Worhi His Censure of

those Travellers who swerve from the

Truth, The Author clears himself

from anysinister Ends in writing- An

QljeBion answered. The Metbod. of

planting Colonies. His Native Coun

try commended. The Right of the

Crown to those Countries described by

the Autbor is justified* The Difficulty

ef conquering them. 'The Autbor takes

his last leave of.the Reader : 'prop-

feth his Manner of Living for the fu*>

sure, gives good Advice, and con

cludes. . ,• T ' '

. , . *•' *

fTI HiUS, Gentle Reader, I have gi^

ven thee a faithful History of my

Travels for Sixteen Years, and above

Seven
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Seven Months, wherein I have not

been so studious of Ornament as Truth.

I could perhaps like others have asto

nished thee with strange improbable

Tales -7 but I rather chose to relate

plain Matter of Fact: in the simplest

Manner and Style, because my princi

pal Design was to inform, and not t<^

amuse thee.

I t is easy for us who travel into re

mote Countries, which are seldom, vi

sited by Englishmen or other Europeans^

to form Descriptions of wonderful Ani

mals both at Sea and Land. Whereas a

Travellers chief Aim should be to

make Men wiser and better, and to

improve their Minds by the bad as well

as good Example of what they deliver

concerning foreign Places,. .

I could heartily wish a Law was

enacted, that every Traveller before he

_ were permitted to publish his Voyages*

J^puld be obliged to make Oath before

. 1
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the Lord High Chancellor that all he in

tended to print was absolutely true to

the best, of his. Knowledge ; for then the

World would no longer be deceived as

it usually is, while some Writers, to make

their Works pass the better upon the

Publick, impose the grossest Falsities on

the unwary Reader. I have perused

several Books of Travels with great De

light in my younger Days ; but having

since gone over most Parts of the Globe,

and been able to contradict many fa

bulous Accounts from my own Obser

vation, it hath given me a great Dis

gust against this Part of Reading, and

some Indignation to see the Credulity

of Mankind so impudently abused.

Therefore since my Acquaintance were

pleased to think my poor Endeavours

might not be unacceptable to my Coun

try, I imposed on myself as a Maxim,

never to be swerved from, that I would

firiflly adhere to Truth ; neither indeed

can I be ever under the least tempta

tions to vary from it, while I retain

in
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in my Mind the Lectures and Exam

ple of my Noble Master, and the other

Illustrious Houyhnhnms, of whom I had

so long the Honour to be an humble

Hearer.

NeeJi miserum Fortuna Sinonem

Finxit, vanum etiam, mendacemqiie

im^rola finget.

I know very well how little Re

putation is to be got by Writings which

require neither Genious nor Learning,

nor indeed any other Talent, except a

good Memory, or an exact Journal. I

know likewise, the Writers of Travels,

like Dictionary -Makers, are funk into

Oblivion by the Weight and Bulk of

those who come after, and therefore

lie uppermost. And it is highly proba

ble, that such Travellers who shall here

after visit the Countries described in

this Work of mine, may by detecting

my Errors, (if there be any) and ad

ding many new Discoveries of their

own
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own, justle me out of Vogue, and stand

in my Place, making the World forget

that I was ever an Author. This in

deed would be too great a Mortification

if I wrote for Fame : But, as my sole

Intention was the Publick Good(

I cannot be altogether disappointed. For

who can read of the Virtues I have

mentioned in the Glorious Honyhnhnms,

without being ashamed of his own

Vices, when he considers himself as the

reasoning , governing Animal of his

Country ? I shall say nothing of those

remote Nations where Taboos preside?

amongst which the least corrupted are

the Brobdingmgians, whose wise Ma

xims in Morality and Government,

it would be our Happiness to observe.

But I forbear descanting farther, and

rather leave the Judicious Reader to his

own Remarks and Applications.

I am not a little pleased that this

Work of mine can possibly meet with

ao Censurers : For what Objections can

be
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be made against a Writer who relates

only plain Facts that happened in such

distant Countries, where we have not

the least Interest with respect either to

Trade or Negotiations ? I have careful*

iy avoided every Fault with which com

mon Writers of Travels are often too

justly charged. Besides, I meddle not

with any Tarty, but write without Pas

sion, Prejudice, or IU-will against any

Man or number of Men whatsoever. I

write for the noblest End, to inform

and instruct Mankind, over whom I

may, without Breach of Modesty, pre

tend to some Superiority from the Ad

vantages I received by conversing so

long among the most accomplished

Houyhnhnms. I write without any view

towards Profit or Praise. I never suf

fer a Word to pass that may look like

Reflection, or possibly give the least Of

fence even to those who are most ready

to take it. So that I hope I may with

Justice pronounce myself an Author

perfectly blameless, against whom the

Tribes
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Tribes of Answerers, Considerers, Oh*

servers, Reflecters, Detecters, Remark-

ers will never be able to find Matter

for exercising their Talents. V

I c o n f 1 s s, it was whispered to me,

that I was bound in Duty as a Subject

of England, to have given in a Memo

rial to a Secretary of State at my first

coming over ; because whatever Lands

are discovered by a Subject, belong to

the Crown. But I doubt whether our

Conquests in the Countries I treat of,

would be as easy as those of Ferdinando

Cortez over the naked Americans. The

Lilliputians I think are hardly worth the

Charge os a Fleet and Army to reduce

them, and I question whether it might

be prudent or safe to attempt the Broh-

dingnagians.Or whether an English Army

would be much at their ease with the

Flying Island over their Heads. The

Houjhnhnms, indeed, appear not to be

so well prepared for War, a Science to

which they are perfect Strangers, and

especially
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especially against; missive Weapons*

However, supposing myself to be a Mi

nister of State, I could never give my

Advice for invading them. Their Pru

dence , Unanimity, Unacquaintedness

with Fear, and their Love of theiF

Country would amply supply all De

fects in the Military Art. Imagine

Twenty thousend of them breaking in

to the midst of an European Army,

confounding the Ranks, overturning the

Carriages, battering the Warriors Faces

into Mummy, by terrible Yerks from

their hinder Hoofs. For they would

well deserve the Character given to Au

gusts ; Recalcitrat undiqiie tutus. But

instead of Proposals for conquering that

magnanimous Nation. I rather wifli

they were in a capacity or Disposition

to send a sufficient Number of their

Inabitants for civilizing Europe, by

teaching us the first Principles of Ho

nour, Justice, Truth, Temperance, Pu-

blick Spirit, Fortitude, Chastity, Friend

ship, Benevolence, and Fidelity. The

Names

1
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flames of all which Virtues are still

retained among us in most Languages,

and are to be met with in some modern

as well as ancient Authors; which I

am able to assert from my own small

Reading.

But I had another Reason which

made me less forward to enlarge his

Majesty's Dominions by my Discovery,

To say the truth, I had conceived a

few Scruples with relation to the Di

stributive Justice of Princes upon those

Occasions. For instance, A Crew of

Pyrates are driven by a Storm they

know not whither, at length a Boy

discovers Land from the Top-mast ,

they go on Shore to Rob and Plun

der; they fee an harmless People, are

entertained with Kindness, they give

the. Country a new Name, they take

formal Possession of it for their King,

. they set up a rotten Plank or a Stone

for a Memorial, they murder two or

fhree Dosen of the Natives, bring

away
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away a Couple more by Force for a

Sample, return home, and get their

Pardon. Here commences a new Do

minion acquired with a Title by D/V

vine Right. Ships are sent with tho^

first Opportunity, the Natives driven;

out or destroyed, their Princes tor

tured to discover their Gold; a frea

Licence given to all Acts of Inhuma

nity and Lust, the Earth reeking with

the Blood of its Inhabitants : And this

execrable Crew of Butchers employed

in so pious an Expedition, is a mo

dern Colony sent to convert and civi

lize an idolatrous and barbarous Peo- ,

pie.

. . ., . ', )-

But this Description, I confess , doth

by no means affect the British Nation, .

who may be an Example to the whole

World for their Wisdom, Care, and

Justice in Planting Colonies; their libe

ral Endowments for the Advancement of

Religion and Learning; their Choice

of devout and able Pastors to propa-

Part IV. O gate
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gate Christianity', their Caption hi

stocking their Provinces with People*

of sober Lives and Conversations front

this the Mother Kingdom ; their strict

regard to the Distribution of Justice

io iupplyiag the Civil Administration1

through all their Colom'6s with Offi

cers of the greatest ABihubs,u utter'

strangers to Corruption ; arid to crowstv '

aU, by sending the most * Vigilant an<f

Virtuous Gdverliors, wlifr' ravE'Tia 6- 1

tHer Views than the -HapriiheYs-dr' the :

People over whom they presides ancf

the Honour of the Knig; theif Ma-

But, as those Countries Which I

havekiescribed; do not appear to hiv"eca

Desire ofbeing conquered, and' en^Ved^

murdered . "of1 driven 'out1 bf Gd\(Sn&kL, 17

nor abound either in GoldJ Silver,* Su-' 1

gar or Tobacco; I djd.'htrmoly1 con4- !>

ceive they. 'were By n» means'r^bfJer^

Objects of our Zeal, our Valchsr1,1- or

x»ur Interest. However, ifthose whom'"
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it- may concent, think fit to be of

another Opinion, I am , ready to d©*

pose, when I shall be lawfully called,

That no ^European did eyer visit these

Countries before me. I mean, if the

Inhabitants ought to be believed un

less a Dispute may arise about the two

Taboos, said tq have been seen many

Ages ago ; on a Mountain, in Houyhn-

hnmlandy from whence the Opinion is,

that the Rac% of thosev Brutes hath>

descended ; and these, for: any thing It

know, may, have been English, whiqh/

indeed 4 yaras -apt to suspect from the

Lineaments of their. Posterity's Coun

tenances, although very much defaced.

But, how /ar that will goto make out

a Title, I leave to the Learned in Co- :

lanj-Law^.,/.., , , .; ,%- :

But as; to the Formality of taking I

^Possession in my Sovereign's. JS|ame, it

never came ,.once into my Thoughts ; "

and if it had, ■ yet as my Affairs them

stood, , , I should perhaps in point of

O 2 jPrudence
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Prudence and Self-preservation, have

put it off to a better Opportunity.

Having thus answered the only

objection that can ever be raised a-

gainst me as a Traveller, I here take

a final Leave of all my Courteous Rea

ders, and return to enjoy my own Spe

culations in my little Garden at Red-

driffy to apply those excellent- Lessons

of Virtue which I learned among the

Houyhnhnmsy to instruct the Taboos of

ray own Family as far as I shall find

them docible Animals, to behold my Fi

gure often in a Glass, and thus if possible

habituate myself by time to tolerate

the fight of a human Creature : To la

ment the Brutality of Houyhnhnms in

my own Country, but always treat

their Persons with Respect, for the

sake of my noble Master, his Family,

his Friends, and the whole Houyhnhnm

Race, whom these of ours -have the

Honour to resemble in all their Linea-

* - ' ,'• raents,
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meats, however their Intellectuals came

to degenerate. ., . ;i

♦ * .**

. *

I began last Week to permit my,

Wife" to sit at Dinner with me, at the

farthest lEnd of a long Table, and to

answer (but with the utmost brevity)

the few Questions I ask'd her. Yet; the :

smell of a Taboo continuing very offen

sive, t always keep my Nose well ftppt ,

with Rue, Lavender, or Tobaccp-

leaves. And although it be hard so?

a Man late in life to remove old Ha-,

bits, I am not altogether out of Hopes .

in some time to suffer a Neighbour

Taboo in my Company without the Ap

prehensions I am yet under of his..

Teeth or his Claws. ;,r,

" . . . < r '. .

M y Reconcilement to the Taboo*

kind in general might not be so diffi

cult if they would be content with

those Vices and Follies only, which Na

ture hath intitled them to. I. am not

in the least provoked at' the Sight' of1-'

, " ' a Law-



a Lawyer, a Pick-pocket, a Colonel,

a' Fool; a Lord, ' a* Gamester, a Poli

tician, a Whore-master, a Physician,

an Evidence, a Suborner^ . an Attorney,

a Traftor, or the like: This is all ac

cording to the due Course of ^Hings :

But when I behold a'Lump of Defor

mity, and Eiisejases both in Body , and

Mind, smitten with Pride, it immedi

ately breaks aft the Measures of my

Patience ; neither shall I be ever able

to comprehend how such an Animal

and such a Vice could tally together.

The wise and virtuous Hoiijhnhnms,

who abound in ' all Excellencies ' that

can adorn a Rational Creature, have no

Name Tor this Vice in their Language>

which 'hath no Terms to express* 'any

thing that is evil, except those whereby

they describe the detestable Qualities of

their Tahoos, among which they were

not .'able to distinguish this of Pride,

for want of thoroughly understanding

Htimani " Nature^ as it sheweth itself in

other Countries, where that Animal

c ' presides.
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presides. But I, who had more Expe

rience could plainly observe some Rudi

ments of it among the wild Tahoos.

But the Houyhnhnms, who live un*

der the Government of Reason, are no

more proud of the good Qualities they

possess, than I should be for not want

ing a Leg or an Arm, which no Man

in his Wits would boast of, although

he must be miserable without them.

I dwell the longer upon this Subject

from the Desire I have to make the

Society of an English Tahoo by any

means not insupportable, and therefore

I here entreat those who have any Tin

cture of this absurd Vice, that they

will not presume to come in my

Sight.

FINIS.
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