
V a c u u m T u b e

2 7 4 A V a c u u m T u b e

C l a s s i fi c a t i o n

The No. 274A Vacuum Tube is a full-wave, thermionic, high-vacuum rectifier for use in
circuits designed to supply direct current from an alternating current supply.

B a s e a n d S o c k e t

The No. 274A Vacuum Tube employs a four-prong base suitable for use in a Western
Electric No. 130B Socket or similar type socket. The arrangement of electrode connections to the
base terminals is shown above.

Rating and Characteristic Data
F i l a m e n t V o l t a g e 5 . 0 V o l t s
F i l a m e n t C u r r e n t 2 . 0 A m p e r e s

C h o k e C o n d e n s e r
I n p u t F i l t e r I n p u t F i l t e r

M a x i m u m A . C . V o l t a g e p e r P l a t e 6 6 0 V o l t s R . M . S . 4 5 0 V o l t s R . M . S .
M a x i m u m To t a l R e c t i fi e d C u r r e n t 1 5 0 M i l l i a m p e r e s 1 3 0 M i l l i a m p e r e s
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Average Static Characteristics
The accompanying curves gives the average static characteristics of the No. 274A Vacuum

Tube. The current for a single plate is given as a function of the voltage applied between the
plate and the center taps of the filament transformer.

G e n e r a l F e a t u r e s

The No. 274A high vacuum rectifier tube is particularly adapted for use in applications
where it is impracticable to place any limitations on the ambient temperatures and where it is
necessary to apply the plate voltage simultaneously with the filament voltage.

Its large plate area results in a relatively low potential drop between the plate and filament.
This makes possible better voltage regulation than is usually obtained with high vacuum ther
m i o n i c r e c t i fi e r s .

The large filament area gives ample electron emission to insure uniform electrical charac
teristics over a long life and satisfactory operation even under very severe service conditions.

I S S U E 2
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V a c u u m T u b e

Western Electr ic
2 7 4 A V a c u u m T u b e

Classification—Full-wave, thermionic high vacuum rectifier
The 274A tube is designed to supply direct current up to 200 milliamperes from an alternating

current source. It comprises two filament type diode units with a common filament.

Dimensions—Dimensions, outline diagrams of the tube and base, and the arrangement of elec
trode connections to the base terminals are shown in Figures 1 and 2.

Base—Medium, four-pin thrust type.

Socket—Standard, four-contact type such as the Western Electric 143B socket.

Mounting Positions—Either vertical or horizontal. If mounted in a horizontal position, the
planes of the filament, whose direction is indicated in Figure 2, should be vertical.

F i l amen t Ba t i ng
F i l a m e n t v o l t a g e 5 . 0 v o l t s , a . c . o r d . c .
N o m i n a l fi l a m e n t c u r r e n t 2 . 0 a m p e r e s

The filament of this tube is designed to operate on a voltage basis, and should be operated at
as near the rated voltage as is practicable.
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Characteristics—The current-voltage characteristic of a single diode unit of the 274A tube is
shown in Figure 3. The voltage is measured between the plate and a center tap on the filament
transformer. Direct-voltage output characteristics as functions of the direct load current for a
number of values of applied alternating voltage are given in Figures 4 and 5. The characteristics
of Figure 4 are for a choke-input filter such as is shown in circuit A, and those of Figure 5 are for
a condenser-input filter such as is shown in circuit B.

Opera t ing Cond i t i ons
R - M - S

A l t e r n a t i n g
Vo l t a g e

per P la te

Choke-Input Filter.

T o t a l
R e c t i fi e d
C u r r e n t

M i l l i a m p e r e s

Condenser-Input Filter.

♦Maximum operating conditions.
**4 MF. maximum filter input capacitance.

A less severe condition should be selected in preference to a maximum operating condition
wherever possible. The life of the tube at maximum conditions may be shorter than at less severe
c o n d i t i o n s .

Double the above listed values of rectified current may be obtained from two tubes by con
necting the two plates of each tube together, and using one tube in each side of the circuit.

Effect of Filter—It is evident from the regulation characteristics of Figures 4 and 5 that for a
given output current and voltage, the choke-input filter requires a somewhat higher alternating
voltage applied to the plates of the tube than the condenser-input filter. With the condenser-
input filter, however, the normal charging and discharging of the condenser each half cycle requires
the tube to supply relatively large peaks of current during each charging period. The peak current
increases in value as the capacitance of the condenser is increased and may be much larger than the
average rectified output current, though its duration in such cases is only a short fraction of a cycle.
Since for good tube performance, the anode current must be considerably less at every part of the
cycle than the total emission current from the filament, the maximum permissible output current
must be limited to such a value that this condition is satisfied. The permissible output current
may be larger, therefore, for a choke-input filter, in which the peak anode current is only slightly
larger than the output current. The choke-input filter also gives much better regulation than
the condenser-input circuit. The choke-input filter, therefore, should always be selected in pref
erence to the condenser-input filter wherever possible. With a condenser-input filter, the capaci
tance of the input condenser should preferably not exceed 4 microfarads.
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