
 
 
 
  

Italy Week 
 

April 6-9, 2021 
 



 

Take your Heart & mind 
to Italy this April! 

 
 
Academy Travel is proud to present Italy Week, a feast of online interviews, lectures, short courses and Live on 
Site tours. Presenters include leading Australian scholars, experts on the ground in Italy and our popular in-
house lecturers. 
 
For a limited time we are offering exclusive gold and silver passes giving you priority access to sessions. 
Bookings for individual courses, lectures and Live on Site tours will be available after March 16. 
 
 
Leading Australian experts 
 
• Associate Professor Kathryn Welch, University of Sydney, an expert on ancient Rome – In a keynote 

interview Kathryn will consider the contribution of ancient Rome to Italy’s identity. 
• Dr Estelle Lazer, University of Sydney – Internationally recognised for her work in Pompeii, keynote 

interview on the imact of Pompeii archaeology, short course on Pompeii and beyond. 
• Emeritus Professor Nerida Newbigin, University of Sydney – An expert on medieval Italy, especially 

Florence. In a keynote interview, Nerida explains how the medieval period shaped much of Italian society 
over time. 

• Dr Michael Hill, Head of Art History and Theory at the National Art School – In a keynote interview Michael 
looks at Baroque Rome, and what it tells us about Italy. 

 
 
On the ground in Italy 
 
• Dr Raffaele Romano (Naples) –  short course on Naples and Live on Site tour of the Roman Imperial Villa 

at Oplontis. 
• Freya Middleton (Florence) – short course on Michelangelo and Live on Site tour of Florence’s Oltrano, the 

west bank of the city. 
• Agnes Crawford (Rome) – short course on Ancient Rome and Live on Site tour of Hadrian’s Villa at Tivoli. 
• Elisabetta Amadi (Venice) – Live on Site tour of Venice’s Grand Canal by private water taxi. 
 
 
Academy Travel’s Italy experts 
 
• Dr Kathleen Olive – short course on Leonardo, talks on Urbino and Genoa, interviewing Professor Nerida 

Newbigin. 
• Dr Nick Gordon – short course on Palladio, talks on Pisa and the Road to the Alps, interviewing Dr Michael 

Hill. 
• Robert Veel – short course on Sicily’s main cities, talks on Ravenna and the Via Francigena, interviewing 

A/Prof Kathryn Welch. 
  

https://courses.academytravel.com.au/italy-week-april-2021/#goldsilver


Italy week timetable 
 
 

Tuesday April 6 Wednesday April 7 Thursday April 8 Friday April 9  
 

9.30am-10.30am Keynote interviews  
Ancient Rome and 
Italy’s sense of itself 
Robert Veel interviews 
A/Prof Kathryn Welch 

Pompeii: 
archaeology, politics 
and cultural pride 
Dr Craig Barker 
interviews Dr Estelle 
Lazer 

Italy and the middle ages Dr 
Kathleen Olive interviews 
Emeritus Professor Nerida 
Newbigin  

Finding the ‘eternal’ in the art 
of baroque Rome. Dr Nick 
Gordon interviews Dr Michael 
Hill 

 
11.00am - 12.30pm Morning short courses 

Sicily - a history in four 
cities Session 1 
Robert Veel 

Sicily - a history in 
four cities Session 2 
Robert Veel 

Sicily - a history in four cities 
Session 3 
Robert Veel 

Sicily - a history in four cities 
Session 4 
Robert Veel  

Pompeii, Herculaneum 
and beyond Session 1 
Dr Estelle Lazer 

Pompeii, 
Herculaneum and 
beyond Session 2 
Dr Estelle Lazer 

Pompeii, Herculaneum and 
beyond Session 3 
Dr Estelle Lazer 

Pompeii, Herculaneum and 
beyond Session 4 
Dr Estelle Lazer 

- Leonardo Session 1 
Dr Kathleen Olive  

- Leonardo Session 2 
Dr Kathleen Olive  

Palladio and the villas 
of the Veneto Session 
1 
Dr Nick Gordon 

Palladio and the villas 
of the Veneto Session 
2 
Dr Nick Gordon 

Palladio and the villas of the 
Veneto Session 3 
Dr Nick Gordon 

Palladio and the villas of the 
Veneto Session 4 
Dr Nick Gordon 

 
2.30pm - 3.30pm Afternoon lectures  

Ravenna  
Robert Veel 

Pisa 
Dr Nick Gordon 

Bourbon Naples  
Dr Estelle Lazer  

Genoa  
Dr Kathleen Olive  

Along the Appian Way  
A/Prof Kathryn Welch 

Urbino  
Dr Kathleen Olive 

The Via Francigena  
Robert Veel  

The Road to the Alps  
Dr Nick Gordon  

 
4.00pm - 5.30pm Late afternoon short courses, direct from Italy  

Michelangelo  
Session 1 
Freya Middleton  

Michelangelo  
Session 2 
Freya Middleton  

Michelangelo  
Session 3 
Freya Middleton  

Michelangelo  
Session 4 
Freya Middleton  

The making of ancient 
Rome  
Session 1 
Agnes Crawford 

The making of 
ancient Rome  
Session 2 
Agnes Crawford 

The making of ancient Rome  
Session 3 
Agnes Crawford 

The making of ancient Rome  
Session 4 
Agnes Crawford 

Naples – from its 
origins to the present 
Session 1 
Dr Raffaele Romano 

Naples – from its 
origins to the present 
Session 2 
Dr Raffaele Romano 

Naples – from its origins to the 
present 
Session 3 
Dr Raffaele Romano 

Naples – from its origins to 
the present 
Session 4 
Dr Raffaele Romano 

 
7.30pm-8.30pm Live on Site, direct from Italy  

Hadrian’s villa at 
Tivoli  
Agnes Crawford and 
Robert Veel 

Florence: the Oltrarno 
Freya Middleton and 
Dr Kathleen Olive 

Royal Naples 
Dr Raffaele Romano and Dr 
Eireann Marshall  

The Grand Canal in Venice 
Elisabetta Amadi and Robert 
Veel 

 



Session descriptions 
 
Tuesday April 6 
 
9.30am Keynote interview 
 

Ancient Rome and Italy’s sense of itself 
Robert Veel interviews Associate Professor Kathryn Welch 

 
As the Monty Python joke runs, “Apart from the sanitation, the medicine, education, wine, public order, 
irrigation, roads, the fresh water system, and public health ... what have the Romans ever done for us?” 
But what about deeper historical and social patterns, and the lived history of its cities? In this interview 
Robert Veel asks Kathryn Welch, an expert on Roman history and society, to look at some of the 
deeper links between the ancient Romans and modern Italians, such as the role of women, attitudes to 
religion, government and leisure. 

 
Dr Kathryn Welch recently retired as Associate Professor of History at the University of Sydney. Her 
research and writing focuses on the Republican period and she has a particular interest in the multi-
layered history of the city of Rome as the city transformed itself from a hill town to the capital of the 
Empire. For many years Kathryn has conducted summer schools in Rome, in addition to her regular 
teaching. 
 
 

11.00am Morning short courses 
 
Choose one course to attend over the week. Maximum of 15 participants per course. Each session is 90 
minutes, including discussion. Please note that the Leonardo course runs for two sessions only.  
 

Sicily – a history in four cities 
Robert Veel 
Explore through 3,000 years of Sicily's history, archaeology and art through an exploration of the cities 
of Trapani, Syracuse, Palermo and Noto and their environs. 

 
Pompeii, Herculaneum and beyond 
Dr Estelle Lazer 
Learn about the world famous sites that were simultaneously destroyed and preserved by the eruption 
of Mt Vesuvius in AD 79 with a world expert. 

 
Palladio and the Villas of the Veneto 
Dr Nick Gordon 
Explore the world of Palladio, the most influential architect of the Italian Renaissance, and his stunning 
villas in the Veneto.  
      
See also Dr Kathleen Olive’s Leonardo course, running Wednesday and Friday only. 

 
 
  



2.30pm Afternoon lectures 
 
 
Choose one lecture. Different lecture topics are offered each day. 
 

Ravenna 
Robert Veel 
The glorious 6th-century mosaics of Ravenna are among Italy’s greatest artistic treasures. This lecture 
explores the historical background to the mosaics and their influence over the centuries. 

 
Along the Appian Way 
Associate Professor Kathryn Welch 
Stretching from Brindisi in Puglia to the heart of Rome, the Appian Way is where a lot of ancient history 
happened. Roman historian Kathryn Welch explains some of its history. 

 
 
4.00pm Late afternoon short courses, direct from Italy 
 
 
Choose one course to attend over the week. Maximum of 15 participants per course. Each session is 90 
minutes, including discussion. 
 

Michelangelo 
Freya Middleton 
Dive into the life and art of Michelangelo, from his David in Florence to his late masterpieces in Rome. 

 
The making of ancient Rome 
Agnes Crawford 
How did Rome become so great? Explore the history of Ancient Rome, from its architectural 
monuments to the infrastructure that shaped the city and its empire. 

 
Naples – from its origins to the present 
Dr Raffaele Romano 
Get behind the surface and understand the fascinating history and culture of Naples, from its origins to 
the present day. 
 
 

7.30pm Live on Site tour 
 

Hadrian’s Villa at Tivoli 
The enormous villa built by the emperor Hadrian outside Rome in the 2nd century is today a magnificent 
and romantic archaeological ruin. Join Agnes Crawford as she explores some of its 160 hectares. 

 
 
  



Wednesday April 7 
 
 
9.30am Keynote interview  
 
 

Italy and the Middle Ages 
Dr Kathleen Olive interviews Emeritus Professor Nerida Newbigin 
When we visit Italy, much of what we see is the result of the great changes of the Middle Ages: the 
cataclysmic impact of the Black Death of 1348, new forms of art and architecture that reflected new 
forms of spirituality, and the revival of ‘Italy’ as an idea. Even the Italian language as it's spoken today is 
celebrated in light of the contributions of the great medieval writers Dante, Petrarch and Boccaccio. In 
this session Dr Olive and Professor Newbigin discuss the tangible evidence of Italy's vibrant Middle 
Ages, and how we might understand their enduring cultural influence. 

 
Dr Nerida Newbigin is Professor Emerita of Italian at the University of Sydney. She inspired a 
generation of scholars through her research and teaching on medieval Italian literature, popular culture 
and society. 
 
 

11.00am Morning short courses 
 
 

Leonardo    
Dr Kathleen Olive  
Leonardo da Vinci is the epitome of the Renaissance Man. In this two-part course, Dr Kathleen Olive 
takes you behind the myths of Leonardo to reveal the complexities of the artist and his work. Please 
note that this course runs for two sessions on Wednesday and Friday only. 

 
Sicily – a history in four cities with Robert Veel Session 2 of 4 

 
Pompeii, Herculaneum and beyond with Dr Estelle Lazer Session 2 of 4 

 
Palladio with Dr Nick Gordon Session 2 of 4 

 
 
2.30pm Afternoon lectures 
 
 

Pisa 
Dr Nick Gordon 
Pisa was once the driving force behind the growth of medieval trade, and its medieval monuments are 
witness to its success. But Pisa was also the birthplace of a medieval art that would shape the 
Renaissance. 

 
Urbino 
Dr Kathleen Olive 
Fairytale Urbino, in the heart of Italy, is considered an ideal Renaissance city. Kathleen discusses its 
fascinating Duke Federico, court painter Piero della Francesca‘s masterworks, and its enduring appeal.  

 
 
 



 
4.00pm Late afternoon short courses, direct from Italy 
 
 

Michelangelo with Freya Middleton Session 2 of 4 
 

The making of ancient Rome with Agnes Crawford Session 2 of 4 
 

Naples – from its origins to the present with Dr Raffaele Romano Session 2 of 4 
 
 
7.30pm Live on Site tour 
 
 

The Oltrarno district of Florence 
Encounter Florence’s Medici grand dukes, exploring their power and sophistication at the panoramic 
Boboli Gardens, imposing Pitti Palace and courtly palaces of the Oltrarno. 

 
 
  



Thursday April 8 
 
 
9.30am Keynote interview  
 
 

Pompeii: archaeology, politics and cultural pride 
Dr Craig Barker interviews Dr Estelle Lazer 

 
In the 18th century the discovery of extensive Roman ruins around the Bay of Naples was an 
international sensation, and visitors flocked to the area to see what they hoped was ‘the ancient Roman 
world come to life’. Since then sites such as Pompeii and Herculaneum have been at the core of Italy’s 
national pride, and rulers from Napoleon to Mussolini have hitched their political wagons to the 
archaeology of the area. Such political pressure has not always led to the most straightforward 
interpretations of the site. In this session Dr Craig Barker asks Dr Estelle Lazer, an internationally-
recognised expert on Pompeii, to unpick the fact from the mythmaking and explore the way in which 
Pompeii has been used to create popular fiction and garner political advantage. 

 
Dr Estelle Lazer is a forensic archaeologist who has garnered an international reputation for her 
decades of cutting-edge research on the human remains of Pompeii. Dr Craig Barker is also an 
archaeologist and manager of public programs at the University of Sydney’s Chau Chuk Wing Museum. 

 
 
11.00am Morning short courses 
 
 

Sicily – a history in four cities with Robert Veel Session 3 of 4 
 

Pompeii, Herculaneum and beyond with Dr Estelle Lazer Session 3 of 4 
 

Palladio and the villas of the Veneto with Dr Nick Gordon Session 3 of 4 
 
 
2.30pm Afternoon lectures 
 
 

Bourbon Naples 
Dr Estelle Lazer 
The court of the Bourbon monarchs of Naples in the 18th and 19th centuries was a place of learning, 
culture and some scandal. It was also when the rediscovery of ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum 
created an international sensation.  

 
The Via Francigena 
Robert Veel 
Take an armchair journey along the medieval great pilgrim and trade route from the St Bernard Pass 
through Tuscany and on to Rome, surveying the wealth of medieval art and architecture in places such 
as Pavia, San Gimignano and Lucca. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
4.00pm Late afternoon short courses, direct from Italy 
 
 

Michelangelo with Freya Middleton Session 3 of 4 
 

The making of ancient Rome with Agnes Crawford Session 3 of 4 
 

Naples – from its origins to the present with Dr Raffaele Romano Session 4 of 4 
 
 
7.30pm Live on Site tour 
 

Royal Naples 
Naples in the 18th and 19th centuries was a major European capital with the rediscovery of Pompeii 
prompting the building of palaces, theatres, museums and research intuitions. Dr Raffaele Romano and 
Dr Eireann Marshall will lead us from the Royal Palace, through the Spanish Quarter and the great 
Royal Gardens to the ancient Castel dell’Ovo explaining the layers of history on the way. 

  



Friday April 9 
 
 
9.30am Keynote interview  
 
 

Finding the ‘eternal’ in the art of Baroque Rome 
Dr Nick Gordon interviews Dr Michael Hill 

 
The art and architecture of Baroque Rome used to be dismissed as ‘merely decorative’ by casual 
observers, especially those with a preference for classical and Renaissance forms and a suspicion of 
Roman Catholicism. Dr Nick Gordon explores the character of the Roman baroque with Dr Michael Hill 
and asks him to explain the deeper symbolism and meanings of an artistic style which visually 
dominates Rome and makes the city look inescapably ‘Italian’. 

 
Dr Michael Hill is head of Art History and Theory at the prestigious National Art school in Sydney. As 
well as writing about the contemporary art scene, much of Michael's research and publication has been 
about the Italian baroque, especially in Rome. 

 
 
11.00am Morning short courses 
 
 

Sicily – a history in four cities with Robert Veel Session 4 of 4 
 

Pompeii, Herculaneum and beyond with Dr Estelle Lazer Session 4 of 4 
 

Palladio and the villas of the Veneto with Dr Nick Gordon Session 4 of 4 
 

Leonardo with Dr Kathleen Olive Session 2 of 2 
 
 
2.30pm Afternoon lectures 
 
 

Genoa 
Dr Kathleen Olive  
Genoa was for centuries a Mediterranean maritime power, but is less explored by visitors today. 
Kathleen uncovers “La Superba”, from medieval alleys to Baroque excellence at the Palazzi dei Rolli.  

 
The road to the Alps 
Dr Nick Gordon 
Follow the road to the Alps and discover the wonderful history of north eastern Italy, from the Romans at 
Aquileia, the Lombards at Cividale del Friuli, and the battles that have shaped Italian history from Atilla 
the Hun to the Austrian Front in WWI. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
4.00pm Late afternoon short courses, direct from Italy  
 
 

Michelangelo with Freya Middleton Session 3 of 4 
 

The making of ancient Rome with Agnes Crawford Session 3 of 4 
 

Naples – from its origins to the present with Dr Raffaele Romano Session 4 of 4 
 
 
7.30pm Live on Site tour 
 
 

The Grand Canal in Venice 
Pour yourself a spritz and jump aboard our private water taxi for our grand finale, as Venetian local 
Elisabetta Amadi and Robert Veel survey the spectacular architecture and history of the world’s most 
beautiful waterway. 
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