
 

 

November 25, 2020 
 
The Honorable Walter Alcorn 
Hunter Mill District Supervisor 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
12000 Bowman Towne Drive 
Reston, VA  20190 
 
 RE: zMOD – Reston Association Concerns 
 
Dear Supervisor Alcorn: 
 
The Board of Directors for the Reston Association (the “Association”) and its staff have been 
closely following the progress of Fairfax County’s Zoning Ordinance Modernization project 
(“zMod”).  Our review of the most recent draft of the new ordinance has indicated some key areas 
of concern that directly affect the Association and the larger Reston Community.  
 
This letter is intended to serve as a high level summary of the Association’s concerns, which we 
will supplement in the coming weeks in order to provide additional detail on why these items 
need to be addressed for the Reston community.  
 
1.  Timing of Review and Approval 
The most recent draft of the new ordinance is over seven hundred (700) pages in length and 
represents a grand departure in layout, style and context from the previous ordinance. A redline 
version has not been provided to the public, making any review by the public more difficult and 
time consuming.  Thus, we believe the amount of time given to the public to review and comment 
prior to the Planning Commission hearings in January is inadequate and does not allow for 
meaningful participation by the public. 
 
2.  Accessory Living Units (formerly Accessory Dwelling Units) 
The most recent draft of the new ordinance seeks to remove the 55+/disability requirement 
currently required to obtain a permit for an Accessory Dwelling Unit.  Presumably, this could 
create additional units within the PRC zoning district which could have drastic unintended 
consequences including, but not limited to, increased density and conflicts among neighbors over 
parking and access. 

 
3.  Home-based Businesses 
The most recent draft of the new ordinance removes certain requirements and creates an 
administrative approval for many types of home-based businesses.  Again, we believe in carefully 
planned communities such as Reston these changes will only create conflicts among neighbors 
regarding parking, access, and traffic.   
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4.  Easements 
The Association strongly supports the proposed change which would require the disclosure and 
showing of all easements on properties, regardless of easement width, on rezoning and 
entitlement plans being submitted for review. 
 
As stated above, this document is not intended to be exhaustive as it pertains to this matter and 
we intend to supplement in the near future.  In the meantime, please feel free to contact me should 
you have any questions regarding this matter. I look forward to our continued dialogue on this 
important ordinance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Julie Bitzer, President  
Reston Association 
 
cc: Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
 Fairfax County Planning Commission 

Bryan J. Hill, County Executive    
Rachel Flynn, Deputy County Executive 
Leslie Johnson, Zoning Administrator 
Reston Association Board of Directors 
Hank Lynch, Reston Association CEO 
Larry Butler, Reston Association COO 
Anthony Champ, Reston Association General Counsel 

 
 


