
From: Nohrenberg, Gary - MRP-APHIS
To: McInenly, Leslie (She/Her/Hers) (DNR)
Cc: Gilsdorf, Jason - MRP-APHIS; Hildebrand, Erik (DNR); Carstensen, Michelle (DNR); Nelson, Eric (DNR)
Subject: RE: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 1:28:05 PM
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Thanks Leslie.  My last conversation with Erik Hildebrand sounded like he was going to participate to
see where this may go as well.  We are still thinking this won’t or shouldn't be a big commitment for
those participating but because it is new and involves HPAI we thought it may be beneficial for
someone in MNDNR to at least be aware of what is taking place and have the opportunity to provide
input for any matters that could involve or require MNDNR’s expertise.  The project does have the
potential to check a lot of boxes including game, non-game, disease and permitting for potential
subjects that could be relevant to HPAI and poultry. 
 
Please respond to the pole and we’ll plan on your participation.  You can certainly decided after
participating whether or not your involvement is warranted but until then, we welcome your
participation.
 
Thanks again.
 
Gary
 
Gary Nohrenberg
MN State Director
USDA, APHIS, Wildlife Services
644 Bayfield St., Suite 215
St. Paul, MN  55107
W:  651-224-6027
C:  651-304-0403
Fax: 651-224-4271
gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov
 

From: McInenly, Leslie (She/Her/Hers) (DNR) <leslie.mcinenly@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 1:04 PM
To: Nohrenberg, Gary - MRP-APHIS <gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov>
Cc: Gilsdorf, Jason - MRP-APHIS <jason.m.gilsdorf@usda.gov>; Hildebrand, Erik (DNR)
<erik.hildebrand@state.mn.us>; michelle.carstensen@state.mn.us; Nelson, Eric (DNR)
<eric.nelson@state.mn.us>
Subject: FW: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 
Gary,
I’ll sit in on this to make sure DNR is in the loop/can weigh in as needed, and will tap staff for their
expertise as needed. I’ll respond to the Doodle poll.
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From: Nohrenberg, Gary - MRP-APHIS <gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:29 AM
To: Hildebrand, Erik (DNR) <erik.hildebrand@state.mn.us>; Gilsdorf, Jason - MRP-APHIS
<jason.m.gilsdorf@usda.gov>
Cc: Nelson, Eric (DNR) <eric.nelson@state.mn.us>; Carstensen, Michelle (DNR)
<michelle.carstensen@state.mn.us>
Subject: RE: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 
Not a problem Erik.  I view any MNDNR participation as an opportunity to keep DNR informed of the
HPAI issue and how it interphases with agriculture and poultry specifically in MN.  HPAI and poultry
will likely continue to be a significant issue here and in other states.  That being said, we’re not going
to be offended if you or anyone else from MNDNR feels this is not an efficient or effective use of
their time and chooses not to participate.  I respect your assessment as to the relevance of your
participation with this newly established group.
Thanks for considering.
 
Gary
 
Gary Nohrenberg
MN State Director
USDA, APHIS, Wildlife Services
644 Bayfield St., Suite 215
St. Paul, MN  55107
W:  651-224-6027
C:  651-304-0403
Fax: 651-224-4271
gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov
 

From: Hildebrand, Erik (DNR) <erik.hildebrand@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:55 AM
To: Gilsdorf, Jason - MRP-APHIS <jason.m.gilsdorf@usda.gov>; Nohrenberg, Gary - MRP-APHIS
<gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov>
Cc: Nelson, Eric (DNR) <eric.nelson@state.mn.us>; michelle.carstensen@state.mn.us
Subject: RE: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 
Hi Jason and Gary,
 
I received your email reaching out about the interest in this steering committee.   Gary sent along a
similar request back in September, and when I re-read the highlight yellow portion below in your
email, I feel our DNR’s Wildlife Health Program (WHP) is not the skill set you are reaching out for. 
Our program has zero involvement with wildlife on any farms or any control/hazing measures of any
wildlife species, that program is DNR’s depredation program which I’ve cc’d the supervisor to that
program, Eric Nelson on this email. 
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Also in regards to HPAI surveillance of wild birds in our state, our WHP in DNR supports your USDA
National Surveillance plan and sampling framework.  We do not have a specified HPAI surveillance
response plan at our state level.   Our WHP responds to wild bird die-off events statewide, but this is
for any disease that may be impacting that event, which avian influenza is typically on the panel of
diseases to ruleout. 
 
I’d prefer to know what you expect from the state partner involved with your steering committee,
and if it holds true to more focus on the yellow highlight portion of your email, then I am not the
correct person to be on that committee.  If you want someone to speak to HPAI surveillance in wild
birds, again which this surveillance is in a supporting role to your USDA national surveillance plan,
then I can speak to that. 
 
Another fantastic candidate that would be a great asset on this steering committee, which I didn’t
see his name on the recipient list, would be our USDA-WS Disease Biologist, Tim White.  He can
speak to the surveillance support that our WHP has given him, plus he has direct experience of
wildlife on farms and control measures. 
 
Thank you,
Erik
 
Erik Hildebrand
Wildlife Health Supervisor | Fish and Wildlife
 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
5463 West Broadway
Forest Lake, MN 55025
Phone: (651)-539-3311
Cell: 612-597-8141 
Email: Erik.hildebrand@state.mn.us

 
 
 
 

From: Gilsdorf, Jason - MRP-APHIS <jason.m.gilsdorf@usda.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 4:21 PM
To: Ashley Kohls <akohls@minnesotaturkey.com>; Cremers_Carrie_M <CMCremers@j-ots.com>;
Rojas_Jose_L <JLRojas@J-OTS.com>; westbrock29@gmail.com; lgessell23@gmail.com;
john@ferndalemarketonline.com; ben.wileman@select-genetics.com; kevins@ncentralpoultry.com;
mjforsgren@gmail.com; Hunt, Lucia (MDA) <lucia.hunt@state.mn.us>; Voss, Shauna (BAH)
<shauna.voss@state.mn.us>; brian_w_smith@fws.gov; Hildebrand, Erik (DNR)
<erik.hildebrand@state.mn.us>; Schaefbauer, Stephan (USDA) <stephan.l.schaefbauer@usda.gov>
Cc: Nohrenberg, Gary - MRP-APHIS <gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov>
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Subject: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 

 

Good afternoon,
 
We’re reaching out to you to confirm your interest and participation in a steering committee for a
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment (WBA) project that has
begun in Minnesota.
 
USDA Wildlife Services has initiated a pilot project to conduct voluntary WBAs at commercial poultry
facilities in MN.  The goal of this project is to identify and document the presence of wildlife and
seasonal patterns at poultry facilities and to develop strategies for reducing the risk of HPAI
transmission from wildlife to domestic poultry.  Limited control of some wildlife species at or
adjacent to commercial facilities may also be a part of this pilot project depending on demand and
availability of resources.
 
We’d like to establish a committee of experts from the industry, state, and federal representatives to
keep you informed on the progress of the project and for members of the committee to provide
input as the project proceeds.  We don’t expect this committee to require much of your time and
are currently considering quarterly virtual meetings throughout the year to share information.
 
We’d like to set a date/time for the first meeting of this committee.  Please see the attached link to a
doodle poll below and select the dates/times you’d be available to participate in an initial ~1hr
meeting via Microsoft Teams.  Once we identify a date/time, we’ll send another email with an invite,
link to the meeting, and an agenda for the first meeting.
 
https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/bq2Lnkkd
 
Thank you for your interest and participation.  We look forward to working with all of you.
 
Jason
 

Jason Gilsdorf | District Supervisor
TWS CerTified Wildlife BiologiST®
APHiS, Wildlife Services – Minnesota
612-271-5119
Jason.M.Gilsdorf@usda.gov
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information
it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe
you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



From: Straka, Kelly (DNR)
To: McInenly, Leslie (She/Her/Hers) (DNR)
Cc: Goreham, Seth (DNR)
Subject: RE: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:40:37 PM
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Thank you Leslie!
 

From: McInenly, Leslie (She/Her/Hers) (DNR) <leslie.mcinenly@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 12:58 PM
To: Straka, Kelly (DNR) <Kelly.Straka@state.mn.us>
Cc: Goreham, Seth (DNR) <Seth.Goreham@state.mn.us>
Subject: RE: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 
I’ll sit in on it.
Leslie
 

From: Straka, Kelly (DNR) <Kelly.Straka@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 11:20 AM
To: McInenly, Leslie (She/Her/Hers) (DNR) <leslie.mcinenly@state.mn.us>
Cc: Goreham, Seth (DNR) <Seth.Goreham@state.mn.us>
Subject: RE: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 
Hi Leslie and Seth,
 
I agree our technical staff in either the damage program or the health program don’t need to
participate on this, but I do feel we need to have a DNR representative present-especially since
discussions will center around “control of some wildlife species”.  This is one of those times where
we need to be engaged on any proposals on the front end, rather than responding to a planned
direction from outside our agency.  It also sounds like a small time commitment spread throughout
the year.
 
I propose that one of the three of us participate in the steering committee.  I would ask that the two
of you discuss if either one can take it on, if not-I am willing to do so.  I see our primary responsibility
is attending the meetings and sharing summaries of the discussions with 1. Our technical staff, who
are well positioned to weigh in with any concerns from their respective expertise and 2. Our
division/department leadership, who will certainly want to be aware of what this group may be
considering.  EWR and ENF in particular may need to be looped in, depending on the discussion.
 
Please let me know ASAP if either of you are interested in responding to the Doodle poll or if I should
take the lead.  Thank you!
 
Kelly
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From: McInenly, Leslie (She/Her/Hers) (DNR) <leslie.mcinenly@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:53 AM
To: Straka, Kelly (DNR) <Kelly.Straka@state.mn.us>
Cc: Goreham, Seth (DNR) <Seth.Goreham@state.mn.us>
Subject: FW: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 
Kelly,
 
This request from USDA has been bouncing around for a month or so. Neither our damage program
or wildlife health program see a direct connection with the HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment
project that USDA is leading (focused on minimizing disease risk to commercial farms). The WHP
focuses on wildlife health surveillance and the damage program does not deal with biosecurity or
disease and does not permit animal removal/control related to health concerns.
 
Do you see a need for someone to represent DNR? Given the lack of support for our damage
program and the limited capacity to address current workload, I don’t think we should ask Eric
Nelson or damage specialists to further spread their scope of work. I could consider asking Mike
Oehler to help out; he also has a lot on his plate right now without additional staff.
 
Gary doesn’t seem put out but I worry about not supporting this limited request.
 
Leslie
 

From: Nohrenberg, Gary - MRP-APHIS <gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:29 AM
To: Hildebrand, Erik (DNR) <erik.hildebrand@state.mn.us>; Gilsdorf, Jason - MRP-APHIS
<jason.m.gilsdorf@usda.gov>
Cc: Nelson, Eric (DNR) <eric.nelson@state.mn.us>; Carstensen, Michelle (DNR)
<michelle.carstensen@state.mn.us>
Subject: RE: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 
Not a problem Erik.  I view any MNDNR participation as an opportunity to keep DNR informed of the
HPAI issue and how it interphases with agriculture and poultry specifically in MN.  HPAI and poultry
will likely continue to be a significant issue here and in other states.  That being said, we’re not going
to be offended if you or anyone else from MNDNR feels this is not an efficient or effective use of
their time and chooses not to participate.  I respect your assessment as to the relevance of your
participation with this newly established group.
Thanks for considering.
 
Gary
 
Gary Nohrenberg
MN State Director
USDA, APHIS, Wildlife Services
644 Bayfield St., Suite 215
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St. Paul, MN  55107
W:  651-224-6027
C:  651-304-0403
Fax: 651-224-4271
gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov
 

From: Hildebrand, Erik (DNR) <erik.hildebrand@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:55 AM
To: Gilsdorf, Jason - MRP-APHIS <jason.m.gilsdorf@usda.gov>; Nohrenberg, Gary - MRP-APHIS
<gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov>
Cc: Nelson, Eric (DNR) <eric.nelson@state.mn.us>; michelle.carstensen@state.mn.us
Subject: RE: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 
Hi Jason and Gary,
 
I received your email reaching out about the interest in this steering committee.   Gary sent along a
similar request back in September, and when I re-read the highlight yellow portion below in your
email, I feel our DNR’s Wildlife Health Program (WHP) is not the skill set you are reaching out for. 
Our program has zero involvement with wildlife on any farms or any control/hazing measures of any
wildlife species, that program is DNR’s depredation program which I’ve cc’d the supervisor to that
program, Eric Nelson on this email. 
 
Also in regards to HPAI surveillance of wild birds in our state, our WHP in DNR supports your USDA
National Surveillance plan and sampling framework.  We do not have a specified HPAI surveillance
response plan at our state level.   Our WHP responds to wild bird die-off events statewide, but this is
for any disease that may be impacting that event, which avian influenza is typically on the panel of
diseases to ruleout. 
 
I’d prefer to know what you expect from the state partner involved with your steering committee,
and if it holds true to more focus on the yellow highlight portion of your email, then I am not the
correct person to be on that committee.  If you want someone to speak to HPAI surveillance in wild
birds, again which this surveillance is in a supporting role to your USDA national surveillance plan,
then I can speak to that. 
 
Another fantastic candidate that would be a great asset on this steering committee, which I didn’t
see his name on the recipient list, would be our USDA-WS Disease Biologist, Tim White.  He can
speak to the surveillance support that our WHP has given him, plus he has direct experience of
wildlife on farms and control measures. 
 
Thank you,
Erik
 
Erik Hildebrand
Wildlife Health Supervisor | Fish and Wildlife
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
5463 West Broadway
Forest Lake, MN 55025
Phone: (651)-539-3311
Cell: 612-597-8141 
Email: Erik.hildebrand@state.mn.us

 
 
 
 

From: Gilsdorf, Jason - MRP-APHIS <jason.m.gilsdorf@usda.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 4:21 PM
To: Ashley Kohls <akohls@minnesotaturkey.com>; Cremers_Carrie_M <CMCremers@j-ots.com>;
Rojas_Jose_L <JLRojas@J-OTS.com>; westbrock29@gmail.com; lgessell23@gmail.com;
john@ferndalemarketonline.com; ben.wileman@select-genetics.com; kevins@ncentralpoultry.com;
mjforsgren@gmail.com; Hunt, Lucia (MDA) <lucia.hunt@state.mn.us>; Voss, Shauna (BAH)
<shauna.voss@state.mn.us>; brian_w_smith@fws.gov; Hildebrand, Erik (DNR)
<erik.hildebrand@state.mn.us>; Schaefbauer, Stephan (USDA) <stephan.l.schaefbauer@usda.gov>
Cc: Nohrenberg, Gary - MRP-APHIS <gary.nohrenberg@usda.gov>
Subject: HPAI Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment steering committee initial meeting scheduling
 

 

Good afternoon,
 
We’re reaching out to you to confirm your interest and participation in a steering committee for a
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Wildlife Biosecurity Assessment (WBA) project that has
begun in Minnesota.
 
USDA Wildlife Services has initiated a pilot project to conduct voluntary WBAs at commercial poultry
facilities in MN.  The goal of this project is to identify and document the presence of wildlife and
seasonal patterns at poultry facilities and to develop strategies for reducing the risk of HPAI
transmission from wildlife to domestic poultry.  Limited control of some wildlife species at or
adjacent to commercial facilities may also be a part of this pilot project depending on demand and
availability of resources.
 
We’d like to establish a committee of experts from the industry, state, and federal representatives to
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keep you informed on the progress of the project and for members of the committee to provide
input as the project proceeds.  We don’t expect this committee to require much of your time and
are currently considering quarterly virtual meetings throughout the year to share information.
 
We’d like to set a date/time for the first meeting of this committee.  Please see the attached link to a
doodle poll below and select the dates/times you’d be available to participate in an initial ~1hr
meeting via Microsoft Teams.  Once we identify a date/time, we’ll send another email with an invite,
link to the meeting, and an agenda for the first meeting.
 
https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/bq2Lnkkd
 
Thank you for your interest and participation.  We look forward to working with all of you.
 
Jason
 

Jason Gilsdorf | District Supervisor
TWS CerTified Wildlife BiologiST®
APHiS, Wildlife Services – Minnesota
612-271-5119
Jason.M.Gilsdorf@usda.gov

 
 
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information
it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe
you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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