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- Efficient, scalable reuse systems can
eliminate 75% of plastic packaging
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Reuse slows global climate change by reimagining
the value chain

Reusable products and packaging means a significant reduction in raw materials harvested, a massive
reduction in GHG emissions from transportation, and a near elimination of items sent to landfills and incin-
erators. For example, this coffee cup scenario shows reuse cuts carbon emissions by 79% across the value

chain.’
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Reuse builds community resilience in the face
of climate change.

Localized reuse economies

build climate resiliency by

decoupling us from a volatile N
global supply chain. 6 ﬁ\\"ﬂ

For more information:
Upstream’s Reuse Wins Report

Ellen MacArthur Foundation: How the Circular Economy Tackles Climate Change O uPstreum
info@upstreamsolutions.org | www.upstreamsolutions.org



https://upstreamsolutions.org/reuse-wins-report
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/completing-the-picture
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Assumptions:
« Assumes EOL scenario of landfill

«  Functional unit (single-use): 365 160z Paper (solid bleached board), LDPE-lined cups with PS lids.
Footprint of 26.25 kg CO2e/365 cups with lids. Assumes reusable cups can be reused and washed 500
times.

« GHG contribution to total system emissions was extrapolated from an average of the ranges provided
for each process’s percent contribution to total systems emissions.

« Assumes reusable cup material to be stainless steel or ceramic mugs.
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