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a year's overview

WHERE WE
ARE NOW

If Il had to use one word to describe 2021 for the Tennessee
Innocence Project, it would be people. People were the heart
and soul of the successes we experienced in 2021. After two
years of consistent growth, it was exciting to feel the wheels of
motion take flight — and it was all because of people.

Shane, Joyce, and Charlie. In August 2021, the Tennessee Innocence
Project had its first exoneration in Nashville. Paul Shane Garrett was
exonerated for a 2000 murder that he did not commit. With pro bono
partner Ritchie, Dillard, Johnson & Stovall, TIP finally cleared Shane’s
name.

In December 2021, TIP presented new scientific evidence in the case of
Joyce Watkins and Charlie Dunn, who were convicted of a 1987 murder and
sexual assault in Nashville. Charlie passed away while incarcerated in 2015.
Joyce was released on parole that same year, after serving 27 years in
prison. TIP proved that the medical testimony given at trial about the
timing of injury was scientifically inaccurate, excluding Joyce and Charlie
as the perpetrators of the crime. Charges were dismissed against Joyce and
Charlie in January 2022. You can read more about their cases on our
website.

Our Staff. We cannot work these cases without people power, and in 2021,

TIP expanded to add critical new staff positions. Adding a Director of
Development allowed TIP to better connect with donors and supporters to
keep them apprised of our important work. Adding Senior Legal Counsel
allowed TIP to expedite and tackle its caseload. Our dedicated staff has
grown from one person to six people in our first three years, and you can
truly see the difference in our capacity.

Our Board. With the assistance and enthusiasm of a newly expanded Board
of Directors, TIP assembled a long-term strategic plan in December 2021.
TIP's newest Board members bring a diversity of experiences and voices
that will help TIP reach more communities across Tennessee. The
organization set long-term goals focusing on sustainable growth and
financial impregnability, increasing legal representation, and expanding
community engagement and education.

Our Supporters. | said it last year, and I'll say it again — without our donors,
none of this is possible. TIP supporters showed up in 2021, allowing us to
more than double revenue from 2020.

| struggle for the proper words to express what a privilege it is to work
with all these incredible people. No word or phrase seems big enough to
convey the full meaning. Our work is truly a team effort.

As we move into 2022, | am filled with optimism, and | look forward to
sharing more successes with you.

With gratitude,

Sk

Jessica Van Dyke
Executive Director and Lead Counsel
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BY THE NUMBERS

2,980

people exonerated across
the United States

28

people exonerated in
Tennessee

3

people exonerated by the
Tennessee Innocence
Project

Black exonerees spend

47% 45% 80%

of 2,900+ exonerees are  longer wrongfully incarcerated of criminal
Black people than white exonerees defendants cannot
(10.7 vs. 7.4 years) afford counsel at trial

OUR WORK
O

&

Al

1) Investigating and 2) Training law students 3) Effectuating
litigating wrongful and attorneys about changes that facilitate
conviction cases for how to litigate these the discovery of
those in Tennessee cases and how to wrongful convictions
prisons to obtain prevent future wrongful and remedies to the
exonerations convictions wrongfully convicted
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FIRST
EXONERATION

TIP & the Conviction Review Unit of the
Davidson County DA's Office were
successful in proving Mr. Garrett's

innocence. In 2003, Mr. Garrett pleaded

guilty to voluntary manslaughter to avoid

a life sentence. He was sentenced to 15

years in prison and released in 2011. DNA
evidence was critical in proving Mr.
Garrett's innocence. In 2021, Mr. Garrett's
wrongful conviction was overturned and
the person whose DNA was found at the
3 crime scene was arrested.

Mr. Garrett with his family & TIP staff after
his exoneration.

TEAM EXPANSION

NEW OFF'CE SPACE In the past year, we welcomed four

new staff members - Jason Gichner,
Senior Legal Counsel; Hayley Levy,
Director of Development; Sarah
Barrett, Intake Fellow; and Aubrey
Garrido, Practice Management
Coordinator.

In November 2021, we moved into
a new office suite in Berry Hill.
Our new office affords us the
space to grow our team and focus
on case work.

Wl

Danielle Irvine, Ashleigh Karnell, Amanda

Knox, Alex Agee, and Margaret Dodson S H I N I N G L I G H T O N

WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS

Guest Anthony Ray Hinton shared his

CONTINUING THE FIGHT

Amanda Knox & Barry Scheck joined story of Surv]ving 30 years on
us for our annual fundraiser with Alabama's death row with an audience
540+ guests (cocktail hour pictured of more than 500 in-person attendees
on Pg.5). as well as 300 virtual viewers.
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

EXPENSES REVENUE

Individuals

o . 27.3%
Administration

15.8%

Foundation

442%
Fundraising
16.4%
Events
26.6% Corporate
Staff 1.9%
67.7%
Foundations $496,000
Administration $82,048 Corporate $21,227
Fundraising $84,972 Events $297,960
Programming & Staff $350,664 Individuals $306,231
$517,684 $1,121,418
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2021 DONORS

Thank you to all of our 2021 fiscal year donors.
Donors are listed in alphabetical order.

Elizabeth Adams

Rachael Allbritten

Julie and Dale Allen

Jane and Gregory Allen

Mary Jayne and Bill Allen

Tara Allen

Denise Alper

American Fundraising
Foundation

Jamie Amos and Patrick
Kennedy

Rosalyn Anderson

Ellen Andrews

Anheuser-Busch LLC

Anonymous

AON

Appalachian Community
Fund Inc.

Dr. Carmen April

Heather and Mike Argo

Joyce and John Argo

Cynthia and David Arnholt

Lindsey Arnold

Sara Arnold

Joshua Arters

Assisi Foundation of Memphis, Inc.

Leigh and Hunter Atkins

Joe Atnip

Randi Atnip

Peggy and Brian Atwood

Axiom Northwest
Construction, Inc.

Meagan Backes

Stephanie and David Bailey

Baker & Associates

Dr. Jeanne Ballinger and Irwin
Venick

Judy and Joseph Barker

Benjamin Barrontine

Bart Durham Injury Law

Mary Barton

Sari and Daniel Barton

Allison Bass

Bass Berry & Sims PLC

Vickie and Thomas Bates

Dale Bay

Ray Bell

Cassidy and Dierks Bentley

Rachel Berg

Angela Bergman

AllianceBernstein Holding LP

Rachel Bishop

Big Plan Holdings & Joseph
Family Foundation

Shane Bishop

Tara Blake

Bone Family Fund

Jane Boram

Teresa Borum

LeAnne Bottorff

Frances Bowman

Linda and Craig Bowsman

Stacey Bradford and Jeff Cherry

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP

Raffaella Braun

Judith Bright

Brighter Days Foundation

Allen Brown

Elizabeth Brown

Mick Brown

Paul Bruno

Eliza Brunson

Kenneth Bryant

Burr & Forman LLP

Butler Snow LLP

Kimberly Butler and David Esquivel

Gordon Byars

Kenneth Byrd

Wynne Caffey-Knight

Blake Campbell

Heidi Campbell

Liza Canale and
Baker Eadie

Susan Carey

Bedford Carpenter

Robert Carpenter

Susanne Cato

Tyler Caviness

Jennifer and Mark
Chalos

Sue Chilton

Kay Chitty

Ben Christie

Churchill Mortgage

Katherine and Chris Cigarran

Cigna

Raja Clark

LaRose Coffey

Cokesbury United Methodist
Church

Lisa Cole

The Community Foundation of
Middle Tennessee

Ike Conner

Stephanie Conner

Michael Connolly

Rep. Jim Cooper

Laura and John Cooper

Ruth Coppeans

Jenny Coques Rogers

Heather and David Corts

Joy Cox

Janet Craig

Anna and Phil Cramer

Elizabeth Crockett

Rep. Michael Curcio

Thomas Curran

Dr. Jill Danford

Dr. Beverly Davenport

Kathryn David

Adam Davies

Delta Anne Davis and Karl Dean

Joe C. Davis Foundation

ReNashia Davis

Ryan Davis

WHY | GIVE

“| first learned about the Tennessee
Innocence Project in 2020 and was
immediately blown away by its work.
There have been less than 30 people
exonerated in Tennessee. It means the
world to me to be able to do my part, as a
Tennessee Innocence Project donor, to
help change that.”

Mike Edgeworth, Donor

Nashville

To make a financial contribution, please visit www.tninnocence.org.
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2021 DONORS

Sandra Davis

Tiffany Davis

Ronald Day

Sherry Deke

Delta Dental of Tennessee

Elizabeth Dennis

Pamela and Roger Dickson

Joanna and Sean Dion

Matthew Disare

Covington Dismukes

Sally Ditenhafer

Stephanie and Bill Ditenhafer

Katherine Dix

Margaret Dodson

Dianne Doochin

Thomas Dozeman

Julie and Adam Dretler

Ellen and E. Townes Duncan

Michael Duncan

Ashley Durham

Sunny Eaton

Georgia and Michael
Edgeworth

Chad Elder

Anne and Ethan Elzen

EMC Structural Engineers PC

Marc Erlandson

Judge Ana Escobar

Jane and Richard Eskind & Family
Foundation DAF

Madeline Eskind and Willie
Litvack

Faith Christian Reformed Church

Weber Family

Dale Farran

Deborah and John Farringer

Aaron Felder

Gail and Hershey Feldstein

Charles Fels

Ginny and Garry Ferraris

Judge Mark Fishburn

Julianne and Earl Fitz

Tory and Will Fitzgibbon

Christen and Colby Fleming

Paula Flowers

Kyle Floyd

Mandy Floyd

Dan Frankum

Freddie Mac

Freeman & Fuson

Richard Fremont

Penelope Frere

Julie and Tommy Frist

Mr. William H. Frist Sr.

Chaucey Fuller

Gayle Fuson

Lacey and Joey Fuson

Barbara Futter

Faith and Ronald Galbraith

Maria and David Gall

Scott Gallisdorfer

Bailey and Scott Galloway

Dominic Garduno

Amy and Frank Garrison

Garza Law Firm PLLC

Wendy and Vic Gatto

Lisa and Pete Gianakos

Jessica and Jason Gichner

M. Bradley Gilmore

Donald Gilmour

Rosemary and Patrick Girouard

Julie Gordon

Kalpana Gowda

Julie Greenberg

Claire Grega

Catherine and Tom Grier

Gerald Guinn

Gullett Sanford Robinson
& Martin PLLC

Elaine Hackerman

Hagan & Todd PLLC

Lynn Hagar

Barbara and Greg Hagood

Marcus Hall

Pat Halper

Joan and Lawrence Hamilton, Sr.

Tracy Hardes

Hunter Hardin

Rachel Hardwick

Emily Harrington

Caitlin and Robert Harris

Matt Haskell

Mark Hassett

Andrea Hayduk

Marlene & Spencer Hays
Foundation

Joanne and Mark Hazelwood

HCA Healthcare

Carolyn Heinrich

Laura Higbee

Drs. Celeste and Graham
Hemingway

Eddie Herbert

James Hildreth

Cami Holland

Josie Holland

Monica Holmes

John Aaron Holt

Ryan Holt

Diane Honda

Joshua Horan

Shana and John House

Mamie and Thomas Houser
Charitable Foundation

Rebecca and John Howard Il

Jan Hulme Shepard

Hunt Family Foundation

Connor Hurley

Robert Hutcheson

Danielle Irvine

Lisa Irwin

Elizabeth Jackson

James Jackson

Patricia Jacoway

Alyssa Jaffe and Ethan Hassenfeld

Matthew Jarfi

Robyn Jefferson

Jennifer Morton Law PLLC

Bonnie Johnson

Corinne Johnson

Monique Johnson

Ross Johnson

Amy and Stephen Johnson

Denise and Thomas Johnson

Melissa and Mike Jones

Lyn Joyner

K& L Gates LLP

Jacqueline Kalil

Ashleigh Karnell

Susan Kay

Stephanie Keefer

Elizabeth Kelley

Ed Kendrick

Avis Kennedy

Kharis Foundation

Corinne and Brock Kidd

Megan Kienzle

Amy Kilpatrick

Andrea Kindt

Brianna King

To make a financial contribution, please visit www.tninnocence.org.
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2021 DONORS

Catherine and Cannon King
Randall Kinnard
Zacharie Kinslow

Amanda Knox and Christopher

Robinson

Knoxville Bar Foundation

Kroger Company

Diane Kuhn

The Kupin Group

Jacob Kupin

Rhonda Kupin

Corrie Laker

Rebecca Lance

Tami Lance

Robert Lang

LaRoche Family Foundation

Eric Larsen

Larsen Law PLLC

Louis Laub

Jennifer Lawson

Zachary Lawson

Myra and and H. Rowan
Leathers Il

Louise Ledbetter

Janeice Lee

Joceline Lemaire and John
Lozier

Ellen and Michael Levitt

Hayley Levy

Elizabeth Lewis

Lewis Thomason PC

Bonnie Licata

Lieff Cabraser Heimann &
Bernstein LLP

Alex Little

Travis Lloyd

Frank Loughlin

Lowery Lowery & Cherry PLLC
Luxury Auto Collection
Adair Macauley

Jamie Machamer

Emily Mack

Cindy and Brad MaclLean
Kenneth MaclLean

Julie and Robert MacLean
Maxine and Frank Majors
Drew Mallory

Elizabeth Malloy

Melvin Malone

Jennifer Maloy

Jeannine Manes

Sarah Mantle

Marc Nelson Denim

Terry Maroney

Martha's Vineyard Black Lives Matter
Henry Martin

Jerry Martin

Lauren Martin

Sean Martin

Robert Massey

Massey McClusky McClusky & Fuchs
Victoria and Andre Mathis
Amy Matuszak

May & McKinney PLLC
Whit McCrary

Richard McGee

Cara and Ben McGowan
Patrick Mclntyre

Belinda and Phil McSween
Sarah Meinike

Melkus Family Foundation
Memorial Foundation
Memphis Bar Foundation
Dr. Louise Merritt

WHY | GIVE

“As a donor and current volunteer, | have seen
the Tennessee Innocence Project's tremendous
growth since it first opened its doors. | believe it

is uniquely positioned to tackle the issue of
wrongful convictions in Tennessee, and | am
honored to be a part of that.”

Perian Strang, Donor

Nashville

Kerstin Meyer

Middlebrook & Associates

Lindsay Mihalcik

Marion Millar

Jasmine Miller

Amy Mohan

Joseph Mondelli

Christopher Moniodes

Chelsea Moore

Vanessa Moriel

Patricia Moskal

Carla Myers

Nashville Bar Foundation

Neal & Harwell PLC

Network for Good

William Nichols

Dr. Rosevelt Noble

Sneha and Lee Oakley

Colleen O'Connell

Ogletree Deakins PC

Marilyn and Philip Ollila

Heidi O'Neil

Cynthia and Buddy Ortale

Sarah Osmundson

Christopher Ott

Sara Palmer

Greg Parker

Misty Parker

Kate Parrish

Emily Peacock

Rick Pecoraro

Kathryn and Harry Peffen

Laura Perkins

Mary Peters

John Peterson

Fred Pickney

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw
Pittman LLP

Pinnacle Financial Partners

Polsinelli

Avi Poster

Matt Potempa

Tracy Powell

James Powers

Naomi and Jason Priestley

Susan Primm

Jordan Puryear

Joy Radice and James Stovall

Sylvia Rapoport

Samuel Raque

To make a financial contribution, please visit www.tninnocence.org.
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2021 DONORS

Doris Raskin

Anna Rasmussen

Lindsay Rauth

Rebecca Rawlins

Ben Raybin

David and Kay Raybin
Reference Services, Inc.
Kate Reynolds

Rabbis Laurie and Flip Rice
Amy and Clay Richards

Stacey Richardson Andrews

Jan and Steve Riven
Linda Roach

Walton Robinson
Todd Rolapp

Sarah Ross

John Rowland

Jen and Michael Rusie
Mitzi Ruth

Cynthia Ryan
Christopher Sabis
Joanna Salce

Carl Salk

Janet Salyer

Isaac Sanders

Sanford Heisler Sharp LLP

Kathryn and Michael Saunders
Amy and Christopher Savoie

Emily and Stuart Saylor
Justyna Scalpone
Matthew Scanlan

John Schlitt

Schooner Foundation
David Schuette

Jamie Schultz

Jordyn Schumm

Molly Seale

Alexa Sengupta

Kayla Sewell

Kristin and Bhavesh Shah
Rebecca Shah

Barbara Shainberg

Katherine Shaoul and Connor Clark
Curtis Shaw Child and Desmond

Child
Joan Shayne
Kara Shea
Lindsey and Jeff Shepard

Sherrard Roe Voigt Harbison PLC

Harvey Sigelbaum

Angela Simeone

Jim Simmons

Anna and Martin Sir

Isaiah Sirois

Kalyn Sisco

Allison Smith

Kristi and Bernard Smith

Janna and Brooks Smith

Mark Smith

Sandra Smith

Will Smith

Cathy and Thomas Snyder

Sonrise Foundation

Joanne Fellers Sowell and
Joseph Sowell Il

Charles Spence Il

Clinton Sprinkle

Leigh Anne St. Charles

Joshua Stanton

Sharon Stewart

Stites & Harbison PLLC

Perian and Sam Strang

Jason Strong

Meggan Sullivan

MJ Sweeney

Chaney Swiney

Jamie Tarkington

Catherine and J. Grover Thomas Jr.

James Thomas

Heather Throneberry

Jean Tipps

Bryant Tirrill

Truxton Trust

Twitter

J.D. Valentine

Cynthia Van Dyke

Jessica Van Dyke

Katy Varney Goetz

Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis LLP

Stephen Wallick

Paul Walwyn

CJ Wanser

Patrick Warfield

Ali Warner

Susan and E.W. Weathersby

Christine and Jeff Weller

Hedy Weinburg and Dan
Cornfield

Mary Ann and Ben Weprin

Libby and Moshe Werthan

Daniel White

Penny White

Stacy Widelitz

Hallie Wiedner

Brad Williams

Kelly and Jason Wilson

Mary and Paul Wilson

Janet Wolf

Ken Woody

Amy and Michael Working

Maria and Anthony Wright

Heather Wright

Jane Wright

Jocelyn Wurzburg

Jeff Yarbro

Tyler Yarbro

Melanie Yelder

Jan Young

Katherine Young

Mandy and Stephen Young

WHY | GIVE

“I am proud to support the Tennessee Innocence
Project, the only innocence organization in our
state. No organization better exemplifies the
fight for justice! They are changing the way
Tennessee addresses wrongful convictions and
the way our community understands issues in
our criminal justice system.”

Roger Dickson, Advisory Council
Chattanooga

To make a financial contribution, please visit www.tninnocence.org.
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Mark Chalos, Nashville
BOARD OF Katherine Cigarran, Nashville
Beverly Davenport, Nashville
DI RECTO Rs Garry Ferraris, Knoxville
Andrea Hayduk, Chattanooga
As of Feb. 2022 Ed Kendrick, Loudon

Frank Loughlin, Nashville
Yasmine Mukahal, Nashivlle

Brad MacLean, Nashville - President
Stephanie Ditenhafer, Nashville - VP & Fundraising Chair Faith Morris, Memphis
Josie Holland, Memphis - Secretary Dr. Rosevelt Noble, Nashville

Joey Fuson, Nashville - Treasurer Amy Richards, Nashville

Raffaella Braun, Nashville Amy Savoie, Nashville
Liza Canale, Nashville Lane Shuler, Maryville
Rachel Berg, Nashville - YLC Intern

WHY | SERVE

"The Tennessee Innocence Project’s far-reaching work is making

such a difference in our State! | have had a very real and personal

experience with wrongful convictions. | decided long ago that the

rest of my life would be dedicated to active participation, whether
it be through donations or hands on assistance, in seeking the

freedom of those who are wrongfully convicted. When the

opportunity came to be a part of something as honorable and

prestigious as the Tennessee Innocence Project, | knew that this is

where | was meant to be."

\ 3/ ,/

Ed Kendrick
Board of Directors, Loudon

"I cannot think of any worse miscarriage of justice than to
wrongly incarcerate a person. It's a true privilege to serve as
a TIP advisory council member and witness the incredible
work TIP is doing not only for the lives of the wrongly
convicted, but for all of us who care deeply about justice in
our state."

Amy Mohan
Advisory Council, Nashville

Dale Allen, Nashville
Jamie Amos, Nashville ADVISO RY
Anneliese Barron, Franklin
Marc Caudel, Memphis
Jamie Cheek, Nashville

COUNCIL

Anne Davis, Nashville As of Feb. 2022

Roger Dickson, Chattanooga
Professor Susan Kay, Nashville
Dean William Koch, Nashville
Lawrence “Boo” Mitchell, Memphis
Buford H. “Buddy” Ortale, Nashville
Amy Rao Mohan, Nashville
Judge Kevin Sharp, Nashville

Mark Stephens, Knoxville
Grace Hammond Skertich, Memphis
Jason Strong, Gallatin
Savannah Shumate, Nashville
Professor Penny White, Knoxville
Paul Young, Memphis



INTAKE

In 2021, TIP received and investigated 125
new applications for representation.

TN COUNTIES

TIP received applications
regarding cases in 41 of
Tennessee's 95 counties.

PRO BONO HOURS

TIP's incredible attorney partners
contributed 1,600 pro bono hours in 2021.

EXONERATIONS

Since our formation in 2019, we have
achieved 3 exonerations to date.

g
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THE TENNESSEE INNOCENCE PROJECT
EXONERATING THE WRONGFULLY CONVICTED

700 Craighead Street, Suite 300

Nashville, Tennessee 37204

www.tnhinnocence.org ﬂ

@ProjectTenn

(615) 581 -7230

TNInnocenceProject

@TNInnocence




