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ON HOUSING 

LIBERAL PARTY PLAN
The Liberal strategy for housing mostly consists of band-aid solutions to the capitalist
commodification of housing. The Liberals have a plan to double the first-time home
buyers tax credit from $5,000 to $10,000, force the Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation (CMHC) to cut mortgage insurance rates by 25%, and develop a “first home”
tax-free savings account. 

OUR ANALYSIS 
These traditional policies help put more money in the hands of home buyers; but do
little to help the housing crisis when the prices of homes are projected to continuously
rise. Liberals try to give reassurance by promising to build, preserve or repair 1.4 million
homes in 4 years, a home buyers’ Bill of Rights to ban blind bidding, and ban foreign
ownership of residential homes for the next two years. Though this increase in housing
supply can temporarily cool prices, there is no guarantee that new/flipped homes’
prices will drop to the point of affordability. The Liberals do promise to double their
existing budget allocated to affordable housing to $2.7 billion dollars over the next four
years to build and preserve more affordable housing units. This is great news from the
Liberals, but take it with a grain of salt. This policy promise has no specifics on how
many affordable housing units will be built, nor if this includes co-operative housing or
non-profit housing programs.

GREEN PARTY PLAN
The Green party developed tailored housing policies for renters, Indigenous people,
people with disabilities, and the homeless community. The Greens promise a national
moratorium on evictions during the pandemic, force the CMHC to invest in self-
determined indigenous housing, require that 30% of all housing developments that use
federal funding have 30% of units accessible for people with disabilities, and expand
shelter through federal grants. 

Although the Green Party promises the construction of fewer affordable homes than
the NDP, with just 300,000 in ten years, they also promise to finance co-operative
housing through the CMHC. With their total list of housing promises dwarfed by the
Liberals and NDP, their policies nonetheless promise an intersectional co-operative
solution to the housing crisis.

OUR ANALYSIS 

1



 The NDP provides an even mix of reactionary band-aid solutions to housing
commodification and systematic changes to our inflated housing market. Like the
Liberals, the NDP also promises to force the CMHC to cut mortgage insurance rates by
25%, and double first-time home buyers’ credit from $5,000 to $10,000. In addition,
they also promise to Introduce the option of 30 year mortgages, to enable smaller
monthly payments, implement a 20% foreign buyers tax on residential property for
those who are not Canadian citizens nor permanent residents and build, repair and
preserve more homes in the next four years - 1.7 million.

ON HOUSING 

NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLAN

OUR ANALYSIS 
The NDP have a more progressive approach to housing policy due to their investment
and expansion into co-operative and affordable homes. The NDP promise to implement
“Fast-Start Funds” to streamline the application process to construct co-ops, social
housing, and non-profit housing, and ease access to co-operative housing through
CMHC-backed co-ownership mortgages. Most reassuring, is the NDP’s clear promise to
build 500,000 affordable homes in the next ten years.

DOUBLE FIRST TIME BUYER TAX CREDIT 

PRESERVE OR REPAIR 1.4 MIL HOMES IN 4 YEARS

BUYER BILL OF RIGHTS TO BAN BLIND BIDDING

HIGHLIGHTS 

300,000 NEW HOMES IN 10 YEARS 
HOUSING CO-OPERATIVE FINANCING 

BUILD 500,000 HOMES IN 10 YEARS
STREAMLINE & ACCELERATE SOCIAL & CO-OP FUNDING 

CMHC-BACKED CO-OWNERSHIP MORTGAGE LENDING 
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Light on substantive policy, the Liberal Party platform’s “Cleaner, Greener Future”
section only includes a handful of firm commitments. These include making the oil and
gas sector net-zero by 2050, ending plastic waste by 2030, and creating 10 new national
parks.

GREEN PARTY PLAN
The Green Party’s platform says many of the right things on climate, such as a
commitment to stay under 1.5 degrees of warming by cutting carbon emissions by 60%
before 2030 and canceling the Trans Mountain pipeline.

ON CLIMATE 
LIBERAL PARTY PLAN

The Liberal’s climate commitments may be a move in the right direction, but they are
far too little too late. Canada needs aggressive targets to decarbonize and Canadians
deserve a greater focus on climate justice and redress for the socioeconomic effects
the climate emergency is already having on inequality. When it comes to the climate
crisis, the Liberals are only a slight cut above the Conservative Party and are lagging
behind both the Greens and the NDP.

OUR ANALYSIS 

It is no secret that the Green Party is going through some internal party turmoil. This
has inevitably affected their campaign, as the party is currently running on the exact
same platform they did in 2019. Given this intra-party mismanagement and the inability
to even put forth a new platform, we are skeptical about the Green Party’s ability to
deliver on any of its climate promises if given the power to do so.

OUR ANALYSIS 

OIL & GAS SECTOR NET ZERO BY 2050

ESTABLISHING 10 NEW NATIONAL PARKS

ENDING PLASTIC WASTE BY 2030
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STAY UNDER 1.5 DEGREES OF WARMING

CANCEL TRANSMOUNTAIN PIPELINE

CUT 60% OF CARBON EMISSIONS BY 2030



 The NDP platform has the most detailed and boldest slate of policies to address the
climate crisis of all the major political parties. Instead of a vague promise to invest in
public transportation and electric vehicles, the NDP platform specifies a commitment
to rapid-rail development in the Windsor-Quebec corridor and 100% of new cars being
zero emissions by 2035. Similarly, the NDP’s net-zero goals are bolder than the Liberals,
with net-zero electricity by 2030 and 100% non-emitting electricity by 2040. This will all
be powered by a new Canadian Climate Bank. To address inequities, the NDP says they
will pass a Canadian Environmental Bill of Rights to protect lands and waters--and will
create a new Office of Environmental Justice that will emphasize the importance of
working with First Nations, Inuit, and Metis peoples as equal partners.

NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLAN

OUR ANALYSIS 
While there are areas where the NDP platform could improve by being more
progressive, such as adding clarification that the million new green jobs to be created
should be union jobs, their platform is the only one of the major parties that gets close
to acknowledging the scale of the climate crisis and developing a comprehensive
justice-based set of specific plans to help all Canadians.

FIRM COMMITMENTS ON PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
TOTAL NET ZERO COMMITMENT BY 2040

CREATION OF CANADIAN CLIMATE BANK

ON CLIMATE 
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GREEN PARTY PLAN
 The Greens have not released a complete platform but on their website they commit to
“establishing a Crown corporation to bulk purchase and dispense prescription drugs”. 

ON PHARMACARE 

LIBERAL PARTY PLAN
The Liberals’ 2021 platform contains no commitments to take any further action to
implement a universal pharmacare program or even to take any steps to lower
prescription drug costs.

OUR ANALYSIS 
In 2019, the Liberals pledged to “take the critical next steps to implement national
universal pharmacare so that all Canadians have the drug coverage they need at an
affordable price”. Instead, no progress has been made, with pharmacare being entirely
absent from their 2021 budget. This is despite the fact that the Advisory Council on the
Implementation of National Pharmacare (“the Council”) was appointed by the Liberals in
2018 and their findings were not ambiguous: “Pharmacare for all: that’s our
prescription”.

The Greens plan may be an admirable step in the right direction, and much more than
the Liberals have committed to, it is far from implementing the full recommendations
of the Council. The Council recommends implementing a “universal, single-payer, public
system of prescription drug coverage”. The Greens do not provide a cost estimate for
their plan, nor do they specify how much the costs of prescription drugs would be
reduced under their plan. Thus, while it is better than nothing, the Green pharmacare
plan does not meet the needs of the millions of Canadians who have to decide between
essential medications or food and rent.

OUR ANALYSIS 
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NO COMMITMENTS TO FURTHER PHARMACARE

NO COMMITMENTS TO LOWER DRUG COSTS

ESTABLISHING CROWN CORPORATION TO BULK
PURCHASE AND DISPENSE PRESRIPTION DRUGS    



The NDP are pledging $10 billion per year to invest in a universal pharmacare program
that would provide quality prescription drug coverage for all.

NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLAN

OUR ANALYSIS 
While it has been estimated that full implementation of a national pharmacare program
would cost $15.3 billion per year, the NDP’s $10 billion is an excellent initial investment.
Their claims for cost savings for individuals and employers through coordinated
negotiation of prices with pharmaceutical companies are in line with those estimated
by the Council. Despite the large investment, the NDP provides few details on how this
program would be implemented. They do not specify whether prescription drugs would
have copays, nor how they would balance the principles of universal and portable
coverage with provincial jurisdiction over health care. Nonetheless, it is the strongest
commitment to improving pharmacare from the major parties.

ON PHARMACARE 
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$10 BILLION PER YEAR INVESTMENT
NATIONWIDE PHARMACARE COVERAGE

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE FOR ALL 
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