
 

 

 

 

 

Assignment Sociology: Summer Task 

Topic Introduction to Sociology 

Name  
 

Activity 1 Section A – the Sociology Specification 

In order to answer the following questions, you will need to visit the AQA A level sociology website below. Here you 
can find information about the specification and other resources available. 
 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192/assessment-resources 
 
Access the subject content for A level and identify the two core themes and enter them in the table below: 

Theme  

Theme  

 

Under the heading: Contemporary UK society, identify the titles of the examination papers below: 

 

Paper 1  

Paper 2  

Paper 3  

Note: the options we will be covering in Paper 2 include Work, Poverty and Welfare, and Stratification and 

Differentiation. 

Activity 2:  Access the reading: SOCIOLOGY Y12 TRANSITION READING 1 CULTURE AND SOCIALISATION – 

HARALAMBOS and complete the definitions of the following concepts and ideas and give an example: 

Concept Definition Example 

Culture   

Values   

Norms   

Customs   

Statuses   

Roles   

Socialization   

Primary socialization   

Feral children   

A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY – SUMMER TASK 2022 

INTRODUCTION TO A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192/assessment-resources


Activity 3: Access the reading: SOCIOLOGY Y12 TRANSITION READING 2 SOCIALISATION – G. HURD and 

strengthen your understanding of the socialisation process. 

Further resources: 

INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 

As an introduction to sociology, watch the following TED Talk: 

The Wisdom of Sociology 

TED TALK - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWD6g9CV_sc – 20 minutes 

Sociology is focused on the power of the environment to shape the way that we think and behave. The 

following documentary demonstrates the power of the environment: 

Culture and Socialisation – the case of feral children – Genie Wiley 

Documentary: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD-pZ7LwL4A&t=21s 

For a reading on feral children, access: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NrtU5Vt5OOI 

or 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIDk8CLkMvk 

A useful online resource is below: 

Introductory Sociology Central 

Access the website: http://www.sociology.org.uk/rload.htm 

Click on ‘Notes’ 

Click on ‘Introductory’ 

Begin ‘An Introduction to Sociology’ 

http://www.sociology.org.uk/n_introductory.htm 

Highly recommended: The Earlham Sociology pages 

https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/introducing-

sociology/?fbclid=IwAR1GnjBgYVf4uG7UiiMiw8hgVlg1fguu_OqahR9T6ED6Vc2HUdPXavRAi9s 

See next page: 
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Resources for GCE Advanced Level, Scottish Higher and Access to Higher 

Education Courses. I hope also that some of the more detailed documents may 
be useful for beginning undergraduates. 

• GCE: A Level Sociology 

Introducing Sociology 
Russell Haggar 

Site Owner 

Introducing Sociology 
Latest Additions 

 Introducing Sociology Teaching notes with a few short assignments – Click Here 

List of Links to Advanced Level Sociology Websites – Click Here 

Welcome to Sociology: an excellent presentation designed for 4-5 lessons by IS Ellen – Click Here To Download  

The Sociological Imagination. 20 Minute video lecture by Mr Steve Bassett [Park Sociology]  You will also find 
links to lectures on culture, socialisation and more – Click Here 

Introducing Sociology: a podcast by Steven Threadgold - Click Here 

Steven Threadgold's  comprehensive You Tube   Sociology Resources - Click Here 

The Sociological Imagination 8 minute video lecture by Professor Robert Van Krieken – Click Here 

Sociological Concepts 12 minute video lecture by Professor Robert Van Krieken – Click Here    July 2019  

Click here for 250+ video clips from Professor Robert Van Krieken on all aspects of Sociology Useful later in your 
course  – Click Here   July 2019 

What is Sociology? 20 minute video lecture by Ms A Sugden – Click Here 

The Sociological Imagination: 8 minute podcast by Kate Flatley – Click Here   September 2018 

What is Sociology ? 30 minute lecture by Dr Lori Peek – Click Here 

The Laurie Taylor Interview Collection [Short videos on the nature and importance of Sociology – Click Here 

School of Life podcasts: Comte, Weber, Durkheim – Click Here 

School of Life podcasts: Marx – Click Here 

Introduction to Sociology You Tube Channel presented by Professor Robert Van Krieken [University of 
Sydney] – Click Here 

Useful introductory lecture on Modernity and Postmodernity by Myles Riley – Click Here 

Useful item on The Sociological Imagination [From Revise Sociology] – Click Here 

Open textbook chapter on the Nature of Sociology NEW Highly recommended. You can read the entire textbook 
on line! – Click Here 

https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/gce-a-level-sociology/
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/abegsocintro/
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/a-level-sociology-links/
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/a-level-sociology-links/
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/download/welcome-to-sociology-pdf/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1Ezp8PO7bA&list=PL416u5bH2h7Fh0Xv-LVmdiw1VHod6c629
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3DoaiF4pvg&list=PLuRWUSe2BunF4371jQ5RiN_hbypo6HLL0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj7UqQSsWT2LUTK2rVFG84Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTcL8cEtCCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoUZAnhz630&list=PLORHt8cnZL3WI871rllpH_1RvGZ6y1zxR&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHxr5A_W-yzZ9eWCwcejtzQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cdg-ExMzZ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyCTjft5pI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TryHsjdV6_Y
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/laurie-taylor-interview-why-sociology-important?in_menu=286153
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rzr3AOtFA8o&list=PLwxNMb28XmpcoeCDO0VnGUavcLUFiNcAI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc&list=PLwxNMb28XmpeuwUhM0OT338_T5XTtJJok&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHxr5A_W-yzZ9eWCwcejtzQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3bV672W-Kc
https://revisesociology.com/2017/08/10/the-sociological-imagination-by-c-wright-mills/
https://opentextbc.ca/introductiontosociology/chapter/chapter1-an-introduction-to-sociology/


For  a recent open access USA Sociology text  in which  Chapter one has very useful introductory materials on 
Sociological Perspectives  – Click Here 

Two Chapters from Chris Livesey’s textbook on Culture  – Click Here  

For Socialisation – Click Here 

Part Two: Teaching Notes 
Introducing Sociology – Click Here 

Sex, Gender and Feminist Analysis – Click Here 

Textbook Chapter on Sex, Gender and Sexuality – Click Here 

Marxism: An Introductory Outline – Click Here 

Marxism and Contemporary Society – Click Here  

Varieties of Feminism – Click Here  

Social and Political Trends 1940-2010 [Contributed by Mr. Paul Harley] – Click Here  

I am very pleased to include a new link to resources kindly contributed by Steve Bassett of the Sociology 
Department of Park College Eastbourne. You may now visit the Park College Sociology You Tube Page for 

excellent materials on Sociological Perspectives, Sociological  Methods  and Mass Media. This YouTube Page also 
contains materials on Sociology and World Development which you may study in the Second Year of your 

Sociology course. NEW Link Added October 2013 – Click Here 

For a Sociology Lecture Course by Ann Swiddler from Berkeley University. These lectures are quite detailed and 
may be more useful for teachers and for students in the second year of their Advanced Level Sociology course . 
In my view they are exceptional. New link added April 2015.  Unfortunately this course is no longer available on 

You Tube. Hopefully it will return at some later date NEW Link Added August 2017 – Click Here 

Part Three: PowerPoint Presentations and Video Clips 
  

 Play list of Park Sociology Podcasts on Core Sociological Concepts and Theories Very, very useful – Click Here 

Play list of Park Sociology Podcasts on Sociological Methods Very, very useful – Click Here 

 For an external PowerPoint on the Nature of Sociology – Click Here 

For The Story of Feral Children – Click Here 

For Genie [On socialisation and non-socialisation]  May 2014 – Click Here 

For a recent Guardian article on Genie – Click Here 

For another external PowerPoint on the Nature of Sociology – Click Here 

For a Chris Livesey Video on Structural and Social Action Sociology – Click Here 

For Liz Voges Video Introducing Functionalism – Click Here 

For Marxism video from the School of Life – Click Here 

For videos on Comte, Durkheim, Weber and others from the School of Life – Click Here 

For Marxism Podcast from Steve Bassett – Click Here 

 For Liz Voges Video Introducing Marxism – Click Here 

For Slide Share Presentation: Is Sociology a Science? – Click Here 

  

Look forward to seeing you in September. 

https://openstax.org/books/introduction-sociology-2e/pages/1-introduction-to-sociology
https://www.shortcutstv.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/01-OCR-Formation-of-Culture.pdf
https://www.shortcutstv.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/02-OCR-Process-of-Socialisation-.pdf
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/abegsocintro/
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/sex-gender-and-feminist-analysis/
https://opentextbc.ca/introductiontosociology/chapter/chapter12-gender-sex-and-sexuality/
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/introducing-marxism/
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/marxism-and-contemporary-society/
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/varieties-of-feminsm/
https://earlhamsociologypages.uk/social-and-political-trends-1940-2010/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2YEGWfZ0lihoOD7JNkDx2g/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVQ4DqlM6fs&index=16&list=PL8UNpSaUfM_bHCwc803vrD2Vm_zWdl8pF
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL416u5bH2h7HeD2ad6STuQymhbLs-H-ZI
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL416u5bH2h7GjEPcfE4VNLvmkJSHngHwS
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/526570/What-is-Sociology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBY9A-tcbM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjZolHCrC8E
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/jul/14/genie-feral-child-los-angeles-researchers
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/2315083/What-is-Sociology
http://www.sociologyexchange.co.uk/videos/view/20334/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ri2lh6ZB4LU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwxNMb28XmpcoeCDO0VnGUavcLUFiNcAI
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL416u5bH2h7GEyk48wumRDfEvgNA99S-7
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Lek5QW64Jw&feature=related
http://www.slideshare.net/tbroad/is-sociology-science


 

  



 

  



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


