
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Welcome to A-Level Geography at Allestree Woodlands School. 
 
What does the A-Level Geography course at AWS look like? 
 
At A-Level, we follow the OCR Geography specification. 
 
You will have three exams; one Physical Geography, one Human Geography and one 
‘Geographical Debates’ paper. 
 
You will also complete one Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) – which is a 4000-word 
piece of coursework, based on fieldwork that you carry out. 
 
 

Physical Systems Human Interactions 
Geographical 

Debates 
Investigative 
Geography 

        

22% of your A-Level 22% of your A-Level 36% of your A-Level 20% of your A-Level 

66 marks 66 marks 108 marks 60 marks 

Coastal Landscapes 
and Earth’s Life 
Support Systems 

Changing Spaces; 
Making Places, 
 

Disease Dilemmas 
and Future of Food 

Your choice from 
any A-Level 
Geography unit 



Physical Geography GCSE to A-Level Transition Tasks 
 

Coastal Landscapes 
 
Watch at least five ‘Knowledge 
Booster’  
videos carefully, creating a revision card for each. 
Add sketches, diagrams, key words, definitions. 
Focus on producing cards that are visual and can 
be kept for revision. 
 
Time For Geography - Coasts Videos 

Earth’s Life Support 
Systems 
 
Watch the documentary on  
Climate Change. 
Create 20 questions, whilst watching,  
that people could answer if they were  
to watch the documentary. 
 
Climate Change: The Facts - Video 

Future of Food 
 
Read the Geographical Article.  
Complete the reflection sheet on  
page 4 of this booklet. 
 
Geographical - 'The Future of Food' Article 

Coastal Landscapes 
 
Read the Geofile on Coastal 
Processes –  
to understand the different processes  
that create different landforms and  
summarise on 1 side of A4 paper. 

Earth’s Life 
Support 
Systems 
 
Read the article and 
answer the question below 
in no fewer than 250 
words.  
Use evidence from the 
articles (but do not copy 
large chunks from them) to 
help guide your opinions 
and ideas. 
 
‘Explain how deforestation 
is having a negative impact 
on the carbon cycle.’ 
 
Independent.co.uk Article  
Guardian.com Article 

Disease Dilemmas, Future of Food and 
Geographical Skills 
 
The data below shows the percentage of adults who are 
overweight or obese in England. 
 

Regions Most Obese: 

London 57.3% Copeland (Cumbria) 75.9% 

South-West 62.7% Doncaster (South Yorkshire) 
74.4% 

South-East 63.1% East Lindsay (Lincolnshire) 73.8% 

East of England 65.1%  

West Midlands 65.6% Least Obese: 

East Midlands 65.7% Kensington and Chelsea (London) 
45.9% 

North-West 66% Tower Hamlets (London) 47.2% 

North-East 68% Richmond upon Thames (London) 
47.6% 

 
1. Select and present this data, using an appropriate method of 
your choice. 
2. Explain any trends or differences that you can see. 
3. Suggest reasons for the inequalities (differences) in the data, 
across different parts of the country. 

https://timeforgeography.co.uk/videos_list/coasts/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00049b1
https://geographical.co.uk/people/development/item/3604-the-future-of-food
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/landforms_and_coastal_erosion_examples_from_east_yorkshire.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/landforms_and_coastal_erosion_examples_from_east_yorkshire.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/tropical-forests-carbon-rise-oxygen-study-climate-change-emissions-a7974941.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/04/tropical-forests-losing-their-ability-to-absorb-carbon-study-finds


 
 
 

Title of the article: Source: How reliable is the article? (You judge this) 

  
         

 

Bullet point summary: How VALID is this?  
Does it build and link to our classroom learning 
and your own Geographical understanding? 
(Feel free to use your folder and Learning Checklist) 
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Linking our Geography,  
every read… 
How do the two articles link together? 
 



Human Geography GCSE to A-Level Transition Tasks 
 
Geographers see connections in the world, how things 
interact and inter-relate. Making synoptic links in 
geography means making links between what you are 
studying and other aspects of geography. 

 

You may be wondering what synoptic links in geography 
are all about. They sound more complicated than they 
actually are. Making synoptic links in geography means 
making connections between different elements of 
geography. It is very rare in geography for something not 

to be connected to another part of geography. Practically everything you have studied 
at GCSE is linked and inter-related with something else. Let’s have a look at an example 
of synoptic links in geography. 

 

Hurricane Michael, the 3rd strongest storm in recorded history to make landfall in the 
USA. The hurricane reached Florida on the afternoon of Wednesday 10th October 2018 as 
a category four storm. Like other hurricanes affecting the USA during 2018, the storm was 
formed over the west coast of Africa. As with all tropical storms, the ocean over which 
the storm formed was 26.5 degrees. The impact of the storm was reduced because the 
USA is a HIC. This means they have the financial resources to plan, monitor and prepare 
for tropical storms. 

 

As you can see from the paragraph above links have been made to other tropical storms, 
weather and climate in terms of how tropical storms form and economic geography in 
terms of the level of development of the country. Seeing complexity, and making the 
links is key at this level. In your Geographical debates paper, there is a section of 
synoptic geography questions. 

 

Specialised concepts are deeply embedded into your geography course. The table below 
shows the key concepts. 



 

 

So the concept of ‘causality’ (or something which causes something to occur in a 
particular way) will be found in every topic you study from coasts, to migration, from the 
carbon cycle to the geography of disease. 

Additional reading on topics will help you to broaden your knowledge beyond what it 
taught in the classroom, and as you begin to make the connections between places, 
processes and people, you will become a real expert in the field of Geography. 
Newspapers, Geographical Journals, blogs, websites and books will all help.  

 

  



GLOBALISATION. 

As you can see on the concepts table, globalisation is a key part of the course. The 
following tasks are linked to the concept of globalisation with a focus on the Changing 
Spaces Making Places part of the specification, and Migration from the Global Systems 
component of the Human interaction’s exam paper.   

 

Globalisation is the process by which 
the world is becoming increasingly 
interconnected as a result of 
massively increased trade and cultural 
exchange. Globalisation has increased 
the production of goods and services. 
The biggest companies are no longer 
national firms but multinational 
corporations with subsidiaries in 
many countries. 

Globalisation has been taking place 
for hundreds of years, but has sped 
up enormously over the last half-
century. 

Globalisation has resulted in: 

• increased international trade 

• a company operating in more 
than one country 

• greater dependence on the 
global economy 

• freer movement of capital, goods, and services 

• recognition of companies such as McDonalds and Starbucks in LEDCs 

• greater movement of people from place to place 

 

What has created the process of globalisation?  

• Improvements in transportation - larger cargo ships mean that the cost of 
transporting goods between countries has decreased. Economies of scale mean the 
cost per item can reduce when operating on a larger scale. Transport improvements 
also mean that goods and people can travel more quickly. 



• Freedom of trade - organisations like the World Trade Organisation (WTO) promote 
free trade between countries, which help to remove barriers between countries. 

• Improvements of communications - the internet and mobile technology have allowed 
greater communication between people in different countries. 

• Labour availability and skills - countries such as India have lower labour costs (about a 
third of that of the UK) and also high skill levels. Labour intensive industries such as 
clothing can take advantage of cheaper labour costs and reduced legal restrictions in 
LIDCs. 

The present -day landscape of places offers clues about how a place’s ‘identity’ or 
personality are shaped repeatedly by its changing relationships with other places and 
societies at a range of geographical scales. All places are dynamic and ‘relational’ to 
some extent. This is because the society and economy which have made them, and upon 
which they depend, are themselves in a constant state of flux. The dynamism is a result 
of changing connections with other NEAR PLACES (at the local and national scale) and 
FAR PLACES (at the international and global scale). 

 

ACTIVTY 1.  

Create a GEOGRAPHICAL INFOGRAPHIC* OUTLINING Derby’s GLOBAL connections.  

What should I include?  

1) What are Derby’s transportation links, both local, national and 
international (for some you might look at our link to another major UK 
City, where there may be another link to a different place – eg a larger 
airport) 

2) International and national companies located here (retail, production of 
goods and services)  

3) People who have moved to Derby from other places (look at 
https://datashine.org.uk/#table=OAC11UK&col=OAC11UK0001&ramp=RdYlGn
&layers=BTTT&zoom=12&lon=-1.4982&lat=52.9343 to discover lots of 
fascinating census data. (* remember this data is now almost ten years old) 

4)  The built landscape – what building, signs and other evidence of 
globalisation can you see in different parts of our city (locate specifically 
where possible). 

5) Anything else which is of interest to you, or you think is of relevance to this 
activity. 

  

https://datashine.org.uk/#table=OAC11UK&col=OAC11UK0001&ramp=RdYlGn&layers=BTTT&zoom=12&lon=-1.4982&lat=52.9343
https://datashine.org.uk/#table=OAC11UK&col=OAC11UK0001&ramp=RdYlGn&layers=BTTT&zoom=12&lon=-1.4982&lat=52.9343


Activity 2. 

Read through Geofile 753 (below) and complete the tasks on the impacts of 
globalisation and migration. 

 

*Infographics –: a chart, diagram, or illustration (as in a book or magazine, or on a 
website) that uses graphic elements to present information in a visually striking way 

       

 

  

 

  

Producing an excellent 
infographic: 

Keep it simple. 

Keep it focused. 

Show things visually. 

Make it a manageable length 
and size. 

Give it a great title 

Check your facts and figures 

Cite your sources 

 

Looking for inspiration? Check 
out this website 
https://www.jkgeography.com/inf
ographics.html 
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/information
https://www.jkgeography.com/infographics.html
https://www.jkgeography.com/infographics.html


 
  



 



 



 


