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The London Music Fund Partnership Fund is a fund for music hubs, working with 
schools, professional arts organisations, venues and musicians across the capital.

Hubs can apply for up to £15,000 per project, to address a specific gap in 
provision for young instrumentalists within their area.

Engaged 50,000 people 
through our Partnership 
Projects, either as direct 
participants or indirectly 

though workshops, concerts 
and taster sessions
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Art of Sound was a composition and 
instrumental project that brought 
together three north London music 
services and the London Sinfonietta.

The project challenged more 
than 130 young people across key 
stages 2, 3, 4 and 5 to respond 
musically to the art of Bridget 
Riley. Introductory concerts in 
schools allowed pupils to explore 
contemporary techniques and 
art-related repertoire, and then 

music service junior ensembles 
visited the Hayward Gallery 
before undertaking a series of 
composition workshops. Their 
compositions were then arranged 
into an orchestral work which 
was performed by a combined 
youth orchestra from all three 
boroughs, playing alongside 
Sinfonietta musicians in a concert 
at the Royal Festival Hall, as part of 
an introduction to composing for 
school groups. 

A New Created World was an ambitious and imaginative 
project that involved more than 2,000 of Camden’s young 
musicians of differing ages, experiences and abilities.

A group of 50 children from two mainstream primary  
schools and two special schools took part in collaborative 
workshops and came up with musical ideas in response 
to a tiny fragment of Haydn’s Creation. Their ideas were 
transformed into a full work for massed ensembles and choir 
by composer and workshop leader James Redwood.

A New Created World was performed as part of the 
Camden Music Festival in March 2020, and brought together 
the borough’s young musicians of all ages and standards: 
Camden Youth Orchestra, Concert Band and Jazz Band; four 
Wider Opportunities bands of beginner ukuleles,  

French horns, trumpets and recorders; a massed choir of 
primary and secondary singers from across the borough;  
and at its physical and musical centre, the New Created 
World band of pupils who had come up with the initial 
thematic material.

They were led by James Redwood and two British Sign 
Language interpreters, and joined by professional musicians 
from the OAE and RAM.
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Our aim for this project was to develop a 
model of inclusive practice that creates and 
hones ways of supporting all participants in 
a mixed-ability ensemble to achieve their 
personal best, whatever their starting point 
as musicians.

Peter West, Head of Camden Music Service



This project was designed to introduce 
Hackney’s young musicians to a 
worldwide range of musical traditions.

The three partners delivered a 
range of workshops, and local 
orchestras and primary schools 
offered African drumming, steel 
pan and other ensembles. For 
Hackney’s young musicians, the 
project provided access to practical 
experience of world music and 

the opportunity to learn different 
musical skills and techniques.  
A World Music Odyssey culminated 
in two large-scale performances, 
one in Clapton’s Round Chapel as 
part of the Hackney Schools Music 
and Dance Festival, involving 167 
pupils, and one during Hackney 
Music Service’s Gala Concert 
at the Hackney Empire. Both 
performances were truly special, 
and hugely popular with audiences.

Showcasing Croydon celebrated and promoted the diversity  
of the borough’s music and musicians.

Throughout the project, Croydon’s music centres 
collaborated with its resident professional orchestra, the 
London Mozart Players, and an orchestra whose music 
celebrates cultural diversity in the borough, the Grand 
Union Orchestra. The music was composed and arranged 
specially for Croydon Young Musicians to play alongside the 
professional ensembles. The musicians recorded excerpts 
for play-along videos to help inspire future generations of 
musicians in Croydon.

To mark the reopening of Fairfield Halls, all 400  
members of CYM’s music centres performed in  
a Showcase concert, exactly 50 years after CYM’s  
first concert in the same venue.

2019–20
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The final concert was a real achievement 
and spectacle; a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to play at the opening of the 
Fairfield Halls which those young people 
will remember and were inspired by.

Matthew Glenn, our Music Education Consultant

It was a pleasure to witness ‘our’ music truly represented 
(including the steel pans) from the beginning to the end. 
It showed the children of Hackney the fusion which can be 
achieved by joining world music with orchestral instruments. 
[…] I was out of my chair and dancing.

Parent of Caribbean heritage

Partnership Projects



This project created 5 cluster orchestras in the London 
Borough of Bexley, each made up of young musicians from 
a handful of local schools.

The project involved six professional musicians from the LSO, 
eight Bexley teachers, 45 conservatoire students and 223 
children from KS1 right through to KS5. The clusters gave 
the children an opportunity to play in large ensembles and 

therefore achieve a much higher standard of performance 
than in small school groups. The Massed Cluster Orchestra 
performed first at Bird College’s Festival of Music at the Royal 
Festival Hall, and then with the Bexley Youth Orchestra at St 
John’s Church, Sidcup. The project also provided a ‘Creativity 
Through Music’ CDP session for Music Hub staff and primary 
school music coordinators. 

Bromley’s Year of the Horn was aimed at addressing the 
recent trend of fewer children learning the horn.

BYMT built on their own ‘Band on the Run’ (BOTR) model 
and offered reduced lesson fees and free use of an instrument 
to a group of new pupils who showed musical aptitude and a 
natural flare for the horn. The project included a masterclass 
with professional horn players and also established termly 
horn chamber ensembles which catered for players at all 
levels. Bromley’s horn students worked with players from 

the National Symphony Orchestra, the London Symphony 
Orchestra and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. The Year  
of the Horn culminated in a performance at the BYMT 
Summer Festival by the Mass Horn Ensemble, which 
consisted of 23 horn players of all ages and standards, 
including three year 4 pupils who had only been playing for  
5 weeks. Of the 32 pupils who took up the French horn  
as part of the project, 22 are still learning the instrument.  
In one Bromley primary school, there are now ten children  
in Year 5 learning the horn!

This collaboration between three neighbouring north 
London borough music services and the London Sinfonietta 
was a creative composition and instrumental learning 
project for secondary schools, providing integrated listening, 
composing and performing opportunities. 

Following introductory concerts in schools, exploring 
contemporary techniques and repertoire, composition 
groups from each borough worked closely with a professional 
composer and instrumentalist to create short pieces. 

These pieces were performed at the Queen Elizabeth Hall 
by a combined youth orchestra made up of players from 
all three boroughs, working side-by-side with Sinfonietta 
musicians, to an audience of children from the boroughs’ 
primary schools.

2018–19
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Exposure to live musicians makes such a 
difference. The project inspired my students  
to think in different ways.

Composition teacher, Waltham Forest



The Brazen Roar was one of 
the most inventive and ambitious 
partnership projects the London 
Music Fund has ever funded. 

It was a community music project 
designed to raise awareness of 
the borough’s Kempton Steam 
Museum, resulting in three large-
scale multi-media performances. 
Both the commissioned music by 
composer Siobhan Lamb and the 
animated film, created by Year 
7 students at Bolder Academy 
with Chocolate Films, linked to 
themes from the Weimar Republic; 
themes which resonate strongly in 
Hounslow, with Kempton Steam 
Museum and also provided a link 
with the Philharmonia’s Weimar 
concert season.

The first performance took place 
at the Southbank Centre’s Clore 
Ballroom and brought together the 
choir, orchestra, film and soloists 
(one of whom was one of our 
Graduate Scholars).

There were then two 
performances at Kempton Steam 
Museum, and here the world’s 
largest working triple-expansion 
steam engine played a crucial part 
in the music. Each concert had an 
audience of 150 people: friends of 
the museum, members of Thames 
Water trust, local people, parents 
of performers and invited guests.

The Brazen Roar was an 
exciting, inspiring and truly unique 
experience for all involved.

2018–19
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The WW1 Schools’ Project was 
devised to provide an exciting, 
unique, and high-profile performance 
opportunity for the children involved in 
Whole Class Ensemble Teaching lessons.

It was relevant and engaging for all 
involved in its use of local themes 
and local performers to deliver the 
project. The performance consisted 
of an original story delivered by an 
actor in an interactive way, with 
featured musical numbers from the 
East London Music Group players 
and students throughout. The 
children were both performers and 
formed part of the audience.

The text and story were written  
by Sarah Amankwah, a local  
North-East London established 
West End and film actor, poet and 
spoken word artist. The children 
were inspired by Sarah, particularly 
as she was local role model. This 
project was a unique opportunity  
for children who otherwise would 
only have the opportunity to 
perform at school. Instead they  
were involved in a performance 
at a high-profile venue alongside 
professional musicians, actors  
and fellow musicians from  
other schools.

2018–19
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East London  
Music Group

BYMT created a Musical Theatre Orchestra (BYMT MTO) 
for the more advanced instrumentalists in the London 
Borough of Bromley.

Students were selected from the Saturday Centre  
Orchestras and Bands. As an initial pilot they formed a small 
group of 20 musicians to play in a production of Oliver.

This group then continued to train on Saturdays.  
Following the success of the band in Oliver, they formed  
a bigger orchestra of about 40 young musicians – the BYMT 
MTO – and performed as part of a large production of 
Joseph later that year.

Bromley Musical Theatre Orchestra 

Bromley Youth Music Trust 

Ď



This creative collaboration between two north London music hubs and the London 
Sinfonietta was aimed at empowering students and teachers alike in composition.

The project introduced and explored contemporary repertoire and 
techniques, using them as a springboard to produce new pieces. It upskilled 
teachers to deliver an instrumentally-based, structured composition task 
in the classroom, aided and inspired by Sinfonietta professionals. The 
schools’ creative output was then reworked into a concert piece which 
was performed by a combined ensemble of youth musicians and tutors 
from both boroughs alongside world-class instrumentalists, in a Sinfonietta 
schools concert at the Royal Festival Hall.

‘KISS’ (named after Motown’s mantra “Keep it simple,  
stupid!”), engaged children from Merton and Sutton with 
Motown music.

Almost 500 young musicians from local primary schools  
took part in the project focusing on song-writing and  
creative music-making with the group ‘String Fever’.

A further 100 musicians from Merton and Sutton’s more 
advanced string, jazz and vocal ensembles received a series  
of master-classes to explore Motown’s distinctive 
composition, technical and performing characteristics.

Using a selection of iconic Motown tracks, children from 
four local schools worked with a professional song-writer 
or choreographer and produced original songs and dance 
routines in Motown style. The project concluded with public 
performances to showcase all work.

2017–18
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This was a wonderful project, which the staff and 
children thoroughly enjoyed. The key point for me, 
is the professional outcomes from the pupils. They 
have differing abilities but were all encouraged to 
perform their best and work as a team.

One of the teachers whose school participated in the project 

It feels really amazing to be performing at one of the major 
concert halls and it has been a valuable opportunity to work 
with professional musicians on a new piece so I can learn how 
they approach new music.

A young musician from Haringey who participated in the project



BYMT ran a school-based ‘Rock School’ programme, recruiting  
a group of 40 children and developing two new Rock Schools 
(aka Mind the Gap) from scratch.

They then further developed their existing Debut and 
Senior Rock Schools. As with the previous Band on the Run 
programme, the main idea of the project was to develop 
a comprehensive and adaptable method to share with 
colleagues across London and the UK. Starting with a concert 
involving professional local musicians (Keston Cobblers Club) 
and BYMT Rock School, the musicians then undertook 10 
weeks of in-depth weekly rehearsals and training.

The project culminated in a joint performance by professional 
local musicians (Keston Cobblers Club) and BYMT Rock 
School, including the brand new established ‘Mind the Gap’ 
Rock Schools.

2017–18
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Thank you so much for last night! Everyone 
played tremendously well and I had SO much fun! 
Thank you so much to the terrific teachers and  
I can’t wait until the new year.

Student who took part in the project 

Discovering Brass, running across three boroughs, helped to develop young 
musicians’ awareness of and engagement with brass instruments.

In parallel with learning about the multi-cultural and long historical significance 
of brass instruments, participants developed their playing skills on specially 
designed natural trumpets through a specially written programme. This 
innovative, interactive and creative project provided playing opportunities 
alongside professional and student musicians through group learning and 
performance experience; including workshop/performance visits led by 
The Wallace Collection. The project culminated in a high profile joint public 
performance at the Royal Academy of Music.

We feel privileged that we have 
been able to participate in this 
programme. Having access 
to such amazing professional 
musicians who work so brilliantly 
with the children has been 
incredible.

Teacher involved in the project 



This project with Waltham Forest 
and Redbridge addressed the  
specific gap in provision in both 
boroughs for brass playing, by 
increasing opportunities for brass 
players and encouraging children  
to try brass instruments.

The project inspired students 
by working with professional 
musicians and bespoke brass 
arrangements of popular songs. 
The project commenced with 
inspiring performances given by 
Oompah Brass for schools across 
both boroughs. With professional 
performances, 1-1 and small  
group tuition, and student 

performances throughout the  
year, Oompah Brass was a catalyst 
of change for brass students in 
these boroughs. 

The project concluded with a 
performance at Walthamstow 
Assembly Hall which was met with 
a fantastic reception.

2016–17

Partnership Projects

Oompah Brass 
Waltham Forest  
& Redbridge  
Music Services

OOMPAH 
BRASS 

t

9

I think the event is very 
inclusive for a wide range  
of abilities and ages. 
Oompah Brass are 
amazing, enthusiastic and 
incredibly talented and 
bring a great mix of musical 
styles to the children.

Parent who attended the performance

The Haverstock Sinfonia was a new ensemble designed to 
bridge the gap for children between in-school whole class 
tuition and musical progression through Camden’s network 
of Saturday Music Centres, holiday courses and wide range 
of instrumental and singing groups.

36 youngsters from Years 4 and 5 in six of Camden’s primary 
schools formed the new Haverstock Sinfonia.

Parents and school staff were involved throughout, with the 
aim of improving social development and supporting the often 
difficult transition from secondary to primary school. Students 

from RAM acted as mentors and role models to the pupils. 
At the end of the project, the Haverstock Sinfonia gave a 
performance for family and friends at Haverstock Secondary 
School. For many of the children involved, this experience  
was their first experience of a large scale performance.

The programme was exciting and varied, starting with a 
‘James Bond Mash up’ piece arranged by Ray Manderson  
and concluding with arrangements by Ian Dean of the  
‘Rite of Spring’ and ‘Firebird suite’.

Camden Music Service 

Haverstock Sinfonia



Band on the Run created a 10 week Wind Band teaching programme for 
children aged 8-9, which bridged the gap between Whole Class Ensemble 
Teaching and long term musical tuition. 

The ultimate aim was to create a comprehensive methodology that could 
be shared across London’s music education hubs, and nationally. Band on 
the Run gained significant head teacher support which emphasised that 
music should be in the curriculum and not confined to lunchtimes or after 
school clubs.

Since the completion of the project, 65% of children who took part have 
confirmed they would like to continue learning, and the ensemble will 
continue to meet and rehearse, now with school senior management  
and governor support.

2016–17
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I enjoyed the project because we all got the chance to 
play a new instrument and we progressed loads in the 
time we had. When we all picked up the instruments 
we probably thought we couldn’t achieve a thing but we 
managed to get really good and played to lots of people 
including the Mayor of Bromley. He sent our Head 
teacher a letter about how good our performance was 
and we were all very happy.”

Participant in the project 



This project provided a combination of musical and historical education  
by replicating the WW1 German Internee’s concert at Alexandra Palace,  
100 years later. 

The concerts reached out to children, families and the local public while 
highlighting the historic value of the Palace itself, creating a lasting legacy 
between all partners.

This project focused on expanding the scope of progression activities 
for beginner string players by providing access to an exciting and 
comprehensive string project, and creating a link between ‘first 
access’ programmes and the borough’s String Orchestra. 

The project drew on the expertise and placement of  
both local and regional partners to create a fun, inspiring  
and unique combination of interactive activities and high 
profile events.

2015–16
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Music Untamed celebrated the cultural diversity found 
within the Croydon communities by exploring its many 
different musical backgrounds.

The Grand Union Orchestra and Croydon Music Service 
inspired and educated Croydon students on the different 
music traditions found both in Croydon and around the 
world. Working with two schools in Croydon, the project 
reached 275 children with the aim to re-engage and motivate 
them in the power of music. As well as new styles and 

techniques, participants learnt to improvise and play from 
memory without sheet music. Music teachers also benefited, 
learning from the GUO’s style of music-making which they 
then continued in lessons outside of the GU rehearsals.

The project culminated in a massed performance at Fairfield 
Hall giving the students a chance to perform in a professional 
concert hall, alongside professional musicians and to a large, 
appreciative audience.

Music Untamed Croydon Music Service



Newham partnered with three professional organisations to inspire children  
to learn music through non-classical ensembles.

The project specifically recruited young musicians from secondary schools 
and their associated primaries, encouraging links to be forged between the 
schools. The project created ‘dub ensembles’ and the young musicians learnt 
formal composition techniques and improvisation skills. The final showcase 
was at the Barbican Hall in a joint concert with Newham Music Trust.

2015–16
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This project explored practical approaches to participation in classical and jazz music by children and young people from  
under-represented cultural and ethnically diverse backgrounds.

Professional musicians from the LSO (classical) and Serious (jazz) acted as role models and mentors throughout.  
The project culminated in a performance at the Hackney Music Festival.

Hackney  
Music Service

Classical Meets Jazz

The Ethno-Contemporary Classical Orchestra (ECCO) is a celebration of different cultures, encouraging and educating 
children and their parents through the diversity of music. 

This two-year-long project established a London-wide ECCO enabling 40 of the most talented and committed young 
players from local ensembles to rehearse and perform together on a regular basis. ECCO London was based in The Lyric 
Hammersmith’s new extension, and benefited from the expertise of Musiko Musika’s World Music Academy team of tutors.

Barnet Education Arts Trust 
Haringey Music Service

Enfield Arts 
Support Service 

ECCO London



The Philharmonia String Project was designed to create 
an advanced level String Chamber Orchestra for pupils 
of Grade 6 and above from Hounslow and Sutton’s Youth 
Orchestras, supported by Philharmonia players.

The project also established feeder string ensembles, for 
pupils playing at Grade 2-5 level, to train them up to be 

future Youth Orchestra string players. The project culminated 
in a concert at the Royal Festival Hall, which included 
performances from the Chamber Orchestra, massed 
ensembles of each individual instrument group, the younger 
intermediate players, and everyone altogether. After their 
own concert, the young musicians watched the Philharmonia 
in concert in the same hall.

2015–16
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Jazz Fusion

Kingston Music Service
Richmond Music Trust

The Jazz Fusion project was designed to address the  
lack of established pathways for young jazz musicians  
in Kingston and Richmond, and more specifically to tackle 
the frightening concept for many musicians of ‘taking the 
dots away’. 

Both boroughs were hoping to increase the standard of 
their jazz ensembles by encouraging creativity and improving 

confidence in their young musicians. In its first phase, the 
project worked with both music centres’ jazz ensembles – 
with musicians of secondary school age – on improvisation, 
ensemble and section playing. In its second phase, the project 
moved to primary school bands, helping them to learn jazz-
based repertoire alongside NYJO players. Jazz ensembles 
from the two boroughs then came together for a joint 
concert with NYJO at Kingston’s Rose Theatre.

In 2014 we funded the Animate Orchestra (AO)’s East in Greenwich  
and Lewisham, and subsequently supported AO in establishing its newer  
West strand in Lambeth and Southwark. 

AO wanted to provide the next musical step for children who had benefitted 
from the Wider Opportunities scheme and were excited and enthused by 
music, whatever their standard, experience, instrument or background. This 
four-borough course was accessible to all, and gave talented young musicians 
the opportunity and aspiration to play in a high-achieving ensemble.

Animate Orchestra: East and West 

Lambeth, Lewisham, Greenwich 
& Southwark Music Services 



THAMES and Newham 
Music Trust worked 
with Oompah Brass and 
Stratford Circus to provide 
inspirational, high energy 
ensemble opportunities for 
young brass players in a 
professional venue.

100 young musicians took part 
in Instrumental Playing Days 
throughout the year, which 
complimented their learning 

by improving technique, 
raising enjoyment levels and 
increasing confidence, as well 
as demonstrating that music 
can be an engaging social 
activity. Brass tutors took  
part in CPD sessions that 
showed how ensemble 
playing can be integrated into 
students’ regular learning, 
enabling the project to have 
a lasting legacy for both 
boroughs’ young musicians.

2014–15
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Youth Music Theatre Orchestra 

Tri-Borough 
Music Hub

Through interactive workshops in schools and open days and 
taster sessions at The Lyric Hammersmith, YMT recruited 
young musicians for a brand new orchestra. 

These students learnt about the range of musical styles used 
in musical theatre, as well as new playing techniques specific 
to playing in a musical theatre band and accompanying singers. 
This gave talented young instrumentalists from Tri-Borough 
areas the opportunity to try a new musical genre, to experience 
performing as part of a staged production, and to shadow 
inspirational West End performers. 

OOMPAH 
BRASS N



Sutton and Hounslow partnered with brass band  
Zone One Brass to provide brass band opportunities  
for their talented young brass players.

Despite having several high-level ensembles, neither 
borough had a high-level community brass band. 

ZOB gave concerts for young musicians in both  
boroughs, and then, inspired by ZOB, Sutton and 
Hounslow formed their own youth brass bands.  
The new ensembles then gave performances at  
the RCM and at Fairfield Halls.

The East West Project aimed to encourage children to continue with instrumental music tuition through the transition  
from primary to secondary school, specifically brass, wind and percussion instruments.

Bollywood Brass Band gave showcase concerts for Year 6 pupils in Greenwich and Lewisham schools, and recruited  
musicians for the following year’s Year 7 bands. Each borough then formed a 30-piece brass band and a 10-piece percussion 
ensemble, working with BBB to create music based on Bollywood styles. This gave Year 7 instrumentalists the opportunity  
to work with inspiring, diverse, professional musicians and an experience of playing in a high-quality ensemble, raising their 
musical aspirations and encouraging them to progress.

2014–15
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This project brought together music and dance, and attempted to bridge the gap between primary and secondary  
music provision. 

Richmond and Hounslow’s music tutors worked alongside specialist dance leaders, the Royal Ballet and the Philharmonia  
to deliver the project in two main phases. First, secondary school instrumentalists worked with Philharmonia musicians,  
whilst Year 10 dance students worked with Royal Ballet School pupils.

These groups produced a collaborative performance in which the musicians accompanied the dancers. The second phase  
the project took place in primary schools, particularly focusing on Year 6 pupils. In these workshops, dance was used as a 
medium through which to explore, understand and respond to music. The project culminated in a large-scale performance, 
involving all the dancers and musicians who had taken part.

Remix the Mix involved young musicians of an 
intermediate level of playing, both from a classical music 
background – forming an orchestra – and those from an 
urban music background – forming a band.

Participants came together for a series of creative sessions, 
developing their performing and composing skills by working 
alongside leading professional artists and young mentors from 
GSMD. The project culminated in the production of a new 
piece of music that combined the different musical genres, 
promoting the ethos of collaboration and showing  
the benefits of mixing genres.

2013–14
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Richmond Music Trust

Barking & Dagenham 
Community Music Service 

16

ı



As a response to the decline in 
brass-playing by students in KS2 
and KS3, these three borough 
music services provided free brass 
tuition in one secondary school 
per borough, on a weekly basis, 
to 30 pupils who had experienced 
the free Wider Opportunities 
first access programmes in their 
primary schools.

This was further supported by a 
weekly ensemble activity and by 
termly workshops provided by the 
Bollywood Brass Band, specifically 
targeting Year 7 pupils. BBB also 
produced a Bollywood Blast! tutor 
book with backing tracks, and other 
resources to support tutors and 
students after the project. This 
promoted brass playing, as well  
as the not often taught musical 
genres of Bollywood and film  
music in general.

Thanks to Wider Opportunities whole class lessons, the number of pupils 
learning wind instruments was high in Redbridge and Waltham Forest. 

This project provided ensemble opportunities for these young 
instrumentalists, supporting their learning and encouraging progression. 
Throughout the year, wind players from the LCO visited the different 
wind groups at the boroughs’ music hubs, taking sessions on improvisation, 
composition and performance. In the showcase concert at Walthamstow 
Assembly Hall, the young ensembles performed alongside more advanced 
wind pupils from both boroughs, and musicians from the LCO.  
The older pupils also took on a mentoring role to the younger  
players, inspiring them to continue their learning.

2013–14
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This collaboration extended the reach of the existing 
Capital Strings programmes in each Borough, supporting 
the development of young string players, enabling them to 
continue to make music beyond Wider Opportunities and  
to progress to a higher level of attainment. 

The OAE was able to bring together young string players 
from all four boroughs, to learn from and inspire each other. 
The next stage of the project included schools’ concerts, 
coaching projects, the forming of new ensembles in each 
borough, and a tour of Capital Strings across all  
four boroughs.

This project specifically combated the decline in brass 
teaching in these two boroughs by developing a bespoke 
brass programme.  

The project worked with pupils in KS2 and KS3, thereby  
also addressing the transition from primary to secondary 
school. LSO brass players and GSMD brass students visited 
local schools, inspiring and encouraging young budding  
brass players. 

Using a school on the border of the two boroughs as  
a base, the project established weekly twilight brass classes, 
taught by Redbridge tutors and mentored by older and 
experienced brass pupils.

Redbridge then assisted Waltham Forest in setting up its own 
brass band, providing instruments and inviting KS2 Wider 
Opportunities pupils to attend the free sessions.

2012–13
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Redbridge & Waltham Forest Music Services 
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Play on Create founded after-school wind bands in Feltham and West Drayton, areas in which young people were 
struggling to access existing music service ensembles.

These wind bands provided ensemble provision for pupils who were taking part in or had recently taken part in whole 
class instrumental tuition at school. The partnership with the Band of the Blues and Royals gave these young musicians 
the chance to experience high-quality ensemble playing, and inspired their teachers.

This project gave Tri-Borough’s committed young musicians 
the opportunity to develop their musical skills to a higher 
level, broadening their horizons and inspiring them to 
commit to long-term engagement and progression. 

Members of the RCM and Southbank Sinfonia acted  
as mentors and role models for the young musicians,  
and delivered several school-based live interactive  
music workshops.

The participants were introduced to ensemble playing and  
at the end of the project gave concerts in their boroughs  
and took part in a large-scale performance with RCM 
musicians at the RCM. All participating schools were  
invited to this concert, to inspire the next cohort of the 
boroughs’ young musicians.
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Partnership Projects

Play on Create 

Play On

Hounslow and Hillingon Music Services

Tri-Borough Music Hub
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Contact us
London Music Fund 

City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2AA 

t: 020 7983 4258
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