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USER GUIDE FOR PASSOVER SEDER HAGGADAH MATERIALS  

 
This year, we will celebrate Pesach with the knowledge that a people is once again been enslaved. The Uyghur 

people of western China are subject to what many, including the United States and Canadian governments, 

have labeled a genocide. Forced sterilization, mass internment, destruction of cultural sites, book burnings--

there is much in this that is familiar to us. This Pesach the opportunity our Uyghur Freedom Seder presents an 

especially important opportunity for mobilizing Jews to raise their awareness of the Uyghur genocide, to speak 

out against it, and become strong allies of the Uyghur people. 

 

The Uyghur Freedom Haggadah Reader packet is being distributed to Jewish communities throughout the 

world, in Europe, North America, Latin America, and Israel for use during the first and second nights of 

Passover.  The full “Uyghur Freedom Haggadah,” written by Dr. Justin Jon Rudelson (United States), can be 

used in its entirety during the seder, or used by Seder organizers to select certain symbolic portions or prayers 

relating to the Uyghur people to be read at specified points during the seder.  

 

This Uyghur Freedom Haggadah Reader consists of six principal materials: The Uyghur Freedom 

Haggadah and five Haggadah Inserts: 

 

 “The Uyghur Freedom Haggadah,” written by Dr. Justin Jon Rudelson, a Jewish Uyghur human rights 

activist who is the first anthropologist to conduct fieldwork among the Uyghur people of China while he 

conducted PhD studies at Harvard University (1984-85, 1989-90). His landmark book, Oasis Identities: 

Uyghur Nationalism Along China’s Silk Road (1997), focuses on interethnic tensions between ethnic Uyghurs 

and Han Chinese and warned against a future conflict that could lead to the destruction of the Uyghur people. 

He wrote, this “could lead to destruction, to open and violent confrontation with the Chinese state resulting in 

tragic massacres.” Tragically, Rudelson’s warning has become a reality.  

 

HAGGADAH APPENDIX INSERTS 

 

Insert One) “Who Are the Uyghurs,” a Haggadah Insert to be used with one’s own traditional Haggadah, 

provides a brief background on Uyghur history and the development of oppressive and eventual genocidal 

policies of the Chinese government. 

 

Insert Two) “How to Symbolically Include the Uyghurs into Your Passover Seder”, a Haggadah insert to 

be used with one’s own traditional Haggadah, provides a list of 16 symbolic activities found in the full Uyghur 

Freedom Haggadah that seder organizers may choose, one or more, to raise awareness of the Uyghur people 

and their plight in China. 

 

Insert Three) “Passover Seder Prayers for Jewish-Uyghur Solidarity,” a Haggadah insert to be used with 

one’s own traditional Haggadah, provides a list of 24 prayers, poems, and recitations for inspiring solidarity 

between Jews and Uyghurs. 

 

Insert Four) Testimonial of Holocaust Survivor Dr. Alfred Munzer in Support of the Uyghur People.  

This extremely powerful short video can be viewed by your family and Seder guests prior to their participation 

in the Uyghur Freedom Seder and sent out to fellow congregants and Jewish organizations to raise awareness 

of the Uyghur plight. 

 

Insert Five) “Exodus on This Night,” a Haggadah insert to be used with one’s own traditional Haggadah, 

provides powerfully inspirational first person testimonies about the Uyghur genocide from such important 

Jewish and Uyghur leaders as Natan Sharansky, Former Israeli Deputy Prime Minster (Israel); Rabbi Jonathan 

Wittenberg, Masorti Judaism United Kingdom; Rahima Mahmut, United Kingdom Director of the World 

Uyghur Congress (Germany); Sheldon Stone from Stop Uyghur Genocide (United Kingdom), Tahir Emin, 

Uyghur editor of the Uighur Times Online Newspaper (USA and Turkey); Rayhan Asat, Advisor to Uyghur 
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Movement for Uyghur Freedom (USA) ; and Rabbi Anthony Knopf, Congregation Beth Ora, Montreal, 

Canada). 

 

This Uyghur Freedom Haggadah Reader and Seder comes at this critical time of Chinese genocide, when 

freedom urgently preoccupies the minds and hearts of the Uyghur people. It is the hope of the Jews and 

Uyghurs involved in this historic Passover project, that the Uyghur Freedom Seders held around the globe will 

underscore the urgency of Jewish-Uyghur solidarity in response to the Chinese cultural and physical genocide 

of the Uyghurs. It has inspired the Jewish World Watch’s three-day Uyghur Week of Action in the in the 

United States and is serving to unite the global Jewish and Uyghur communities in their struggle against it.   

  

Jewish World Watch’s three-day Uyghur Week of Action will consist of an online Zoom seder gathering 

involving representatives from major Jewish Human Rights and other global organizations along with Uyghur 

exile leaders to be held on March 30, a day of government engagement to be held on March 31, and a day of 

business engagement to be held on April 1. For details about this Uyghur Week of Action, go to Jewish World 

Watch’s website (www.jww.org).   

 

The Uyghur Freedom Haggadah and Uyghur Freedom Passover Seders to be held throughout the world 

have three principal goals:  

 

1) To raise awareness of the Uyghur genocide among the most powerful Jewish organizations throughout the 

world and to galvanize Jewish communities in the awakening that the Uyghur genocide in China is a 

quintessential Jewish issue requiring a profound unified global Jewish response. Should we not stand up, we 

are complicit bystanders. 

 

2) To launch a global human rights campaign sparking Jewish-Uyghur solidarity, global attention, and 

international Jewish advocacy in support of Uyghur freedom in the face of Chinese genocide.   

 

3) To forge a powerful Jewish-Muslim coalition that will serve as a model of solidarity between Jews and 

Muslims, extending to Christians, peoples of other religions, and all the world’s peoples in defense of global 

human rights.   

 

The materials included in the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah Reader packet as well as information on three-day 

Uyghur Week of Action will be made available for downloading on the websites of the Jewish Movement for 

Uyghur Freedom (www.jewishmovementforuyghurfreedom.org) and Jewish World Watch (www.jww.org).  

On these websites, you will also be directed to information on how you can get involved in advocacy and 

donations to our effective and well-established Uyghur human rights non-profit partner organizations listed 

below.  

 

On behalf of our partners Jewish World Watch, Jewish Movement for Uyghur Freedom, Uyghur Human 

Rights Program, American Jewish World Service, Academy for Jewish Religion, HIAS, IKAR, Jewish 

Community Relations Council/American Jewish Committee, European Union of Jewish Students, T’ruah, 

UyghurLA, Rene Cassin, Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, Religious Action Center of Reform 

Judaism, Jewish Council for Public Affairs, and the Crane Center for Mass Atrocity Prevention, we hope that 

you will have a very meaningful Uyghur Passover Seder this year and be inspired to take action on behalf of 

our Uyghur brothers and sisters in this desperate time of genocide. 

 

Happy Passover, Pesach Sameach!  

http://www.jww.org/
http://www.jewishmovementforuyghurfreedom.org/
http://www.jww.org/
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THE UYGHUR FREEDOM HAGGADAH 

INTRODUCTION 

For more than three thousand years, Jews have gathered on Passover to retell the tale of our deliverance 

from Egyptian bondage. From those times until these, freedom seeking people all over the world, 

including the Uyghur Muslims of China, have identified with, and are inspired by, the story of the 

Exodus.  The Uyghurs draw strength and courage from Jewish struggle for freedom, and from Moses a 

great prophet of the Muslim peoples of the world, in their own struggle against oppression in China today. 

At this Seder, Jews and the Uyghur people gather together as members of two communities that know the 

struggle for freedom. We share our dreams of equality, justice and peace, and commit ourselves to the 

action required to fulfill them. 

 

The Jewish people are taught that, “In every generation each of us is obliged to regard ourself as if we 

ourselves went forth from the land of Egypt”(Exodus 13:8).  Let our hearts open to the Uyghur people 

who are still enslaved like our ancestors in Egypt, and for whom the Exodus has not yet happened. Let us 

become the agents of freedom for all of God’s children who dwell in darkness.   

In China today, the Uyghurs, who number over 12 million souls are facing the most severe human rights 

crisis since the Holocaust.  The Uyghurs are a Turkic-speaking Muslims from the Central Asian region 

whose history extends back over 1,400 years. They are the majority population living in China’s Xinjiang 

region, known by Uyghurs, in the country’s northwest along the ancient Silk Road.  

Since 2017, close to two million Muslim Uyghurs have been or are detained in ‘re-education’ camps in 

China’s western Xinjiang Region/East Turkestan, where they suffer political indoctrination and religious 

oppression.  They are forced to deny their religion and culture as backwards and dangerous.  The camps 

have been compared to “wartime concentration camps.” The practice of Islam among the Uyghurs has 

been effectively outlawed.   

Before his untimely passing, the Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom, Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks wrote 

that the scenes of Uyghur slaves transported by train, the concentrations camps and the discovery of wigs 

made from Uyghur women’s hair, all evoke echoes of the Holocaust. This Passover, the Jewish 

community embraces the Uyghurs’ plight for as Jews we know what it is like to suffer when too few 

speak up for us.  Rabbi Sacks said that “we can face any future without fear so long as we know that we 

won’t face it alone.”  Tonight, as we celebrate our freedom, let the world Jewish community embrace the 

struggle of the Uyghur people so they will never face it alone. 

 

WHY THIS UYGHUR FREEDOM HAGGADAH? 

It is said in the Talmud that, in the days when the world is more perfect, we will remember not just the 

liberation from Egypt, but the liberation of all people from oppression.  With this Uyghur Freedom Seder 

and Haggadah, we observe our festival of most ancient origin and consider its most modern significance, 

the ethnic and cultural genocide of the Uyghur people of Xinjiang, China, the people of the ancient Silk 

Road.  

Until we unite to confront grave violations of human rights, tyrants like the Pharoah will continue to 

plague the world and feed off vulnerable men, women, and children. As Jews, we must begin the process 

of Tikkun Olam, repairing our world, for ourselves and for all humanity. Where any of us fail to use our 
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freedom to make others free, we are not yet free.  Knowing that, we must commit and recommit ourselves 

to work for the freedom of oppressed people, like the Uyghur people, throughout the world. 

Our Uyghur Freedom Seder and Haggadah extends the Israelites’ journey into freedom over three 

thousand years ago into the twenty-first century and around the globe.  As we taste tears in the salt water, 

eat the bitter herbs and recount the plagues, we connect our story with the over 12 million Uyghur people 

of China and throughout the world who suffer from a range of issues that matter deeply today: the 

persecution of minorities, genocide, torture, mass internment, religious intolerance, and poverty. For the 

Uyghurs, this persecution, like for our ancestors, the Israelites in Egypt, includes the destruction of their 

distinct culture and their way of life, and threatens their very existence as a people.    

Symbolic Balls of Cotton:  

Reminiscent of the bondage of Israelites in Egypt, Uyghurs are forced from their homes to work as forced 

labor in factories against their will producing cotton textiles. China is the largest producer of cotton in the 

world, and Xinjiang, home to the Uyghurs, produces 75% of Chinese cotton.  All Chinese cotton, textile 

or garment products from international companies are likely the product of forced Uyghur labor in 

Xinjiang.   

 

Tonight, in a symbolic reminder of Uyghur modern slavery in China, we place balls of cotton on our 

Seder table near the seder plate, to raise our awareness of the enslavement of the Uyghur people.  In our 

reflections on this Seder night, and in our hope and actions every single day, we strive to build a more just 

world so that next year, all peoples of the world, along with the Uyghur people, can experience the joy of 

freedom.  

 

Symbolic Fruits from the Major Uyghur Oases:   

Tonight, we also prepare a special choroset for our Uyghur Freedom Seder, using the fruits representing 

the major oases in the Uyghur homeland. We include on our Seder table dishes of dried apples 

representing the oasis city of Ghuldja (Ili), dried peaches representing the oasis of Korla, green seedless 

raisins representing the oasis of Turpan, walnuts representing the oasis of Khotan, and dried apricots 

representing the Uyghur cultural and religious oasis capitol of Kashgar. 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR UYGHUR FREEDOM PASSOVER SEDER! 
 

May God grant peace and good health to us all! 

 

Leader:  Tonight, Jews and Uyghurs gather as one, bound together by love and the shared hope that all 

Jews and Uyghurs, and all peoples of the world, will one day live free and in peace. May we take into our 

hearts the memory of all who have and continue to enrich our lives and remember those, like our Uyghur 

brothers and sisters, who still suffer the pain of oppression, tyranny, and prejudice.  

 

Together: Every year, the Passover retelling and reexperiencing of our deliverance from Egyptian 

bondage is one of our cherished traditions that has sustained our people throughout the generations.  It is 

one of the secrets to our survival as a Jewish people, and one that we share with our Uyghur friends this 

evening. 

 

Leader: Our self-identification with the past stirs in us an appreciation of the freedom that is ours, and an 

empathy with the plight of our Uyghur brothers and sisters who still dwell in the shadow of modern-day 

Pharaohs.  
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Together: The Passover Seder calls upon us to do everything in our power to assist in their emancipation 

from tyranny and fear.  

 

Leader:  We are taught that, “In every generation all of us are obliged to regard ourselves as if we 

ourselves went forth from the land of Egypt).  Therefore, it is not enough to remember; we must ourselves 

enter the story and, through prayer and song and symbol and ceremony, make it our own.  

 

Together:  And as we do, our hearts will be open to all, who still live in “Pharaoh's lands”, and to all 

those for whom the Exodus has not yet happened. The greatest gift, freedom, was given to us. These 

miracles were done for us. For us the waters parted. Let us become the agents of freedom for all of God’s 

children who dwell in darkness.  

 

THE SYMBOLIC EMPTY CHAIR 

For the Uyghur guest unable to celebrate the holiday with us 

 

Together: This Passover, we set a special symbolic empty chair for the Uyghur guest unable to celebrate 

the holiday with us at our Seder table.  As we celebrate with this empty chair at our seder tables tonight, 

let this empty chair also bring to our memory others who have loved and inspired us, those who have 

supported us, raised us and taught us, those we miss and who cannot be with us here tonight to share in 

this joyous occasion.   

 

 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING  

Symbolizing the Bringing of light into darkness  

 
Leader:  Our Passover celebration begins with the lighting of the candles. As we light the candles and 

welcome the glow of Passover into our homes.  We carry this light into the world, creating a beautiful and 

bold flame that inspires others to pursue freedom and justice for all people.  

 

Leader and Group Together: We praise You, O God, Ruler of the Universe, who hallows our lives with 

commandments, and who has commanded us to kindle the (Shabbat and) festival lights. 

(Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha’olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel 

(Shabbat v’)Yom Tov.)  
 

THE FIRST CUP  

For Awakening 

 

Leader: It is our Jewish tradition to drink four cups of wine or grape juice during our Seder.  Tonight, we 

recognize with love in our hearts that our Muslim Uyghur brothers and sisters do not consume alcohol, 

and so with them we drink grape juice according to our tradition. 

(Pour the first cup)  
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Leader:  Let this cup be a symbol of our joy tonight as we celebrate the festival of Passover.  On this day, 

long ago, our ancestors hearkened to the call of freedom. Tonight, let us to champion the cause of all the 

oppressed and downtrodden, summoning all the peoples throughout the world to arise and be free.  

 

Together: Tonight, we gather around the Seder table to recount the ancient Israelites’ miraculous 

transformation from slavery to freedom. Their story began with an AWAKENING. 

 

Leader:  Moses saw the burning bush and was called to liberate our people from Egypt. Our journey to 

freedom, too, began with an AWAKENING, as does our awareness of the Uyghurs’ plight in China 

today.  May this first cup awaken each of us to the injustices that persists in our world today.  

 

Leader: The following are lines from a poem “Awaken!” written in 1931 by the Uyghur poet, 

Abdukhaliq “Uyghur” whose mission was to open the eyes of the Uyghur people during their oppression 

by the Chinese government in the 1930s.  They began their awakening then, an awakening that can no 

longer be stifled. 

 

Together we recite:  

 

Uyghur, it is time to awaken . . . 

You have nothing to fear . . . 

Open your eyes wide and look about you. 

You must contemplate the future, 

Think about it a long time. 

If this opportunity should fall from your grasp, 

The future will bode much hardship, much hardship. 

My heart breaks for you my Uyghur people, 

My brothers in arms, relatives, my family. 

I worry for your lives, 

And therefore, I am calling you to awaken . . . 

Leader: On this night of Passover, we pray for the awakening of the Uyghur people to bring courage and 

strength in their struggle for freedom.  With this first cup, we recognize our own capacity to make a 

difference in the world.  We indeed can build a more just world so that all peoples of the world, along 

with our fellow Uyghur friends, can experience the joy of freedom. 

(All drink the first cup)  

THE JEWISH BLESSING OF FIRSTS (THE SHEHECHIYANU) 

Together:  We praise You, O God, Sovereign of the Universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and 

bringing us to this time.  

(Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha’olam, shehecheyanu, v’kiyamanu, v’higianu, lazman ha-zeh.)  

THE RITUAL WASHING OF THE HANDS (For Dedication) 

Leader:  As we prepare to immerse ourselves in the ceremony of the Seder, we wash our hands, 

symbolically purifying our hearts and souls, and dedicating our hands to working for good in the world.   

(The hands are washed, without a blessing)  
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KARPAS: DIPPING SPRING VEGETABLES IN SALT WATER AND VINEGAR 

(Symbol of our struggle and aspiration, our rebirth and renewal) 

Leader:  The holiday of Passover takes place in the Spring, a time of hope.  We take fresh springtime 

vegetables (parsley, radish, celery, potato), symbols of rebirth and renewal, and dip them into salt water 

and/or vinegar.  In the salt water, we taste the tears of all who suffer.  In the vinegar, we taste the sourness 

of that same suffering, of slavery, mass internments, torture and genocide.    

Together:  Hillel said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? But if I am for myself only, what am 

I? And if not now, when?” We take into our hearts all those who still suffer under the yoke of oppression.  

May we open our eyes and our hearts and our hands to remove suffering and want from our world.  

(Each person takes some spring vegetables and dips them in salt water and/or vinegar )  

Together: We praise You, O God, Sovereign of the Universe, who brings forth fruits from the earth.  

(Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha’olam, borei p’ri ha’adamah).  

(The spring vegetables are eaten.)  

YACHATZ: BREAKING THE MIDDLE MATZAH  

(Symbol of brokenness and repair) 

Leader: We break the matzah in two, reflecting the deep brokenness in our world and our commitment to 

repair it. The Passover story is about how we were broken by slavery, and how we were made whole by 

freedom.  

Together: We begin with the break, but we do not conclude our Seder until the halves are reunited when 

the afikomen is recovered from its hidden place. 

(Four matzot are placed under a cover. The middle matzah is broken in half. The smaller part is put back 

in between the other whole matzot, and the larger one is put aside to be used as an afikomen. The fourth 

matzo, the Matzah of Hope, is set aside and placed unbroken on the Seder table to remind us of our hope 

for redemption and for that in the future of the world’s oppressed. 

THE MATZAH OF HOPE 

Leader: During the Soviet era, Jews of the Soviet Union also were oppressed, persecuted and were not 

allowed to leave.  In their Passover Haggadot, Jewish communities around the world infused Jewish 

liturgy and practices with the struggle for Soviet Jews. Many Jewish families throughout the world placed 

one unbroken “Matzah of Hope” on the Seder table to focus attention on the Soviet Jews, send them 

prayers, and work for their liberation. And our prayers and work brought about their liberation! 

 

Together:  May tonight’s Matzah of Hope inspire us to commit to work as tirelessly for the freedom of 

all the world’s peoples, who together with the Uyghur people, long for freedom.     
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THE BREAD OF AFFLICTION 

Symbol of our enslavement as well as our freedom 

Leader: At our seder’s journey, we begin as slaves. We eat matzah, the bread of affliction, which leaves 

us hungry and longing for redemption. We imagine what it was like to have only poor bread to eat as 

slaves, to be denied our right to live free and healthy lives.  

Together:  In our journey to freedom, this bread of afflictions becomes a symbol of our freedom as our 

minds are liberated from a “slave mentality.” Let us work toward a time when all who are hungry will eat 

and be filled with spiritual mindset of free people.  

Leader: We have made room at our Seder table and in our hearts for Uyghur friends in China and in our 

own country who are now trapped in their own “Egypts”. Like the Uyghur people, we Jews have suffered 

while others stood by and pretended not to see, not to know our plight. We have come to know that none 

can be free until all are free.  

THE FOUR QUESTIONS: MAH NISHTANAH 

The Symbol of Transforming our questions into action 

Leader:  The Seder is a time to ask and discuss in our search for answers. On this night, we are reminded 

as the descendants of slaves we have the responsibility to protect the stranger because we were strangers 

in the land of Egypt.  

(The youngest at the Seder reads the four questions) 

Young Reader: Why is it that on all other nights during the year we eat either bread or matzah, but on 

this night, we eat only matzah?  

(Mah nishtanah halaylah hazeh mikol haleilot? Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin chameitz umatzah, 

halaylah hazeh kulo matzah.)  

Together:  Our ancestors in their rush to freedom from slavery did not have time to let their dough rise. 

They baked it into flat unleavened bread we call matzah. In memory of this, we eat only matzah during 

Passover.  

Young Reader:  Why is it that on all other nights we eat all kinds of herbs, but on this night, we eat only 

bitter herbs?  

(Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin sh’ar y’rakot, halaylah hazeh maror).  

Together: We were slaves. We eat bitter herbs to remind us how bitter our ancestors’ lives were made by 

their enslavement in Egypt.  

Young Reader: Why is it that on all other nights we do not dip our herbs even once, but on this night, we 

dip them twice?  

(Sheb’chol haleilot ein anu matbilin afilu pa’am echat, halaylah hazeh sh’tei f’amim.) 

Together:  The first time, we dip our herbs to taste the tears of enslavement. It also reminds us of life, 

and of the earth and sea that and comes to life in the springtime to sustain us. The second time we dip the 

bitter herbs into the charoset. The charoset reminds us of the mortar that our ancestors mixed as slaves in 

Egypt.  But our charoset is made of fruit and nuts, tonight of those representing the Uyghur oases, to 
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show us that our ancestors were able to withstand the bitterness of slavery because it was sweetened by 

the hope of freedom.  

Young Reader:  Why is it that on all other nights we eat either sitting or reclining, but on this night, we 

eat in a reclining position?  

(Sheb’khol haleilot anu okhlim bein yoshvin uvein m’subin, halailah hazeh kulanu m’subin).  

Together:  Long ago, the free wealthy Romans rested on couches during their feasts. We recline to 

remind ourselves that we, like our ancestors, can overcome bondage in our own time.  

Leader: Tonight, let us ask a fifth question: Why is this night no different from all other nights?  

(Lamah halaylah hazeh lo nishtanah mikol haleilot? 

Together: Because on this night, millions of human beings around the world still remain oppressed, just 

as they do on all other nights.  

 

THE FOUR CHILDREN IN TODAY’S WORLD 

Symbol of teaching the next generation 

Leader:  Teaching our children about our struggle for freedom and the Exodus from Egypt is part of 

every Jewish parent’s responsibility.  But every child is different and requires a different style of learning.  

Four times the Torah bids us to tell our children about the Exodus from Egypt. From this our tradition 

infers that there are four kinds of children: those who are wise, those who are wicked, those who are 

simple, and those who do not know how to ask.  

Together: In this time of struggle for us and the Uyghur people, these four children are transformed into 

the activist child, the skeptical child, the indifferent child, and the one who does not know how to ask, 

Leader: At Passover each year, we read the story of our ancestors’ pursuit of liberation from oppression. 

How do we answer our children when they ask us how to pursue justice in today’s world?  

(The youngest at the Seder reads the questions) 

Young Reader: The activist child asks: “The Torah tells me, ‘Justice, justice you shall pursue,’ but how 
can I pursue justice?”  

Together: Empower her of him always to seek pathways to advocate for the vulnerable.  

 

Young Reader: The skeptical child asks: “How can I solve problems of such enormity?”  

Together: Encourage her or him by explaining that he need not solve the problems, he must only do what 

he is capable of doing.  

 

Young Reader: The indifferent child says: “It is not my responsibility.”  
Together: Persuade her or him that responsibility cannot be shirked. As Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

writes, “The opposite of good is not evil; the opposite of good is indifference. In a free society where 

terrible wrongs exist, some are guilty, but all are responsible.”  

 

Young Reader: The fourth child, the uninformed child, neither knows what to say nor what questions to 
ask ...  
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Together: Respond to our children’s questions with action and justice. As an inheritor of our people’s 

legacy, he must know that “You must befriend the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.” 

Let us work toward the liberation of all people.  

 

Leader:  We now turn to read the Passover Story, our story from Slavery to Freedom.   

THE PASSOVER STORY  

Our Story from Slavery to Freedom 

Leader: The Passover story chronicles the Israelites’ exodus from slavery in Egypt. It celebrates the 

movement from oppression to liberation and our belief that tyranny can be defeated, and justice can 

prevail. Courageous people around the world are making similar journeys—leaving behind violence, 

poverty and persecution, and seeking security, freedom, prosperity and peace.  

Together: Our people went down to Egypt, and the Israelites lived there as strangers, with only a few 

people. There we became a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the Egyptians ill-treated us; they 

afflicted us and imposed hard labor upon us.  We cried out to the God of our ancestors; and God heard our 

cry and saw our misery and our oppression.  

Leader: Our ancestors numbered seventy souls when they went down to Egypt, but God would make 

them as numerous as the stars of heaven. Though at first our ancestors were made welcome in the land of 

Egypt because of Joseph, in the end their going down to Egypt became a descent into degradation. 

Though we were the fewest of all peoples, God loved us and kept the solemn promise which was made to 

us.   

Together: A new Pharoah arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. He set task masters over us, to 

afflict us with forced labor. The Egyptians subjected the Israelites to cruel slavery and made our life bitter 

through hard labor and clay and bricks, and all kinds of work in the fields.  God heard our groans and 

remembered the covenant he made with our forefathers.  God brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 

and an outstretched arm, with awesome power, with signs and wonders.  

Together we sing:   

Mi chamokha ba-elim adonai? Mi khamokha nedar ba-kodesh, nora t'hilot, oseh feleh. 

 
(Who is like You among the powers? Who is like You, transcendent in holiness, awesome in splendor, 

working wonders!) 

Leader: As we rejoice at the liberation of our ancestors from bondage in Egypt, our thoughts go out to the 

Uyghur people of today that are suffering a similar bondage in China.  Let us turn our attention to the 

oppression faced by the Uyghur people so that our rejoicing may be tempered by the fact that they 

continue to suffer and need us to support their own liberation.  

THE UYGHUR GENOCIDE 

Never Again is happening yet again 

Leader: The Chinese genocide of the Uyghur people is a quintessential Jewish issue.  It is one of the 

worst crimes against humanity since the Nazi genocide of the Jewish people.  As Jews, we honor the 

victims and survivors of the Holocaust through our efforts to ensure it never happens again. However, 

with the Uyghurs of China we see that “Never again” is happening once again.   
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Together: The Uyghur genocide calls for the Jewish people to mount a powerful Jewish human rights 

movement reaching even beyond levels achieved by the most successful human rights movement of the 

modern era--the Free Soviet Jewry Movement.   

Leader: The Chinese genocide of the Uyghurs involves the worst atrocities committed by governments 

and peoples over the past century. It includes concentration camps euphemistically called “reeducation 

centers”; the deportation and forcible transfer of population for labor; enforced disappearance of persons; 

torture and murder; enforced sterilization, and organ harvesting.  

Leader: We remember the poem by the German Lutheran pastor Martin Neimoller (1892-1984): 

First, they came for the socialists, 

And I did not speak out—because I was not a socialist. 

Then they came for the trade unionists,  

And I did not speak out—because I was not a trade unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews 

And I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me— 

And there was no one left to speak for me. 

 

Together:  We say now:   

 

First, they told the Uyghur men they could not wear beards, 

And I did not speak out, because I was too busy to listen. 

And then they put the Uyghurs in slave labor, 

And I did not speak out, because I wasn’t sure who Uyghurs were. 

And then they took the Uyghur women to camps and abused them, 

And I did not speak out because they seemed so far away. 

And then the Uyghurs began to be disappeared, 

And I awoke.  

And I realized I had been unfaithful to the words “Never Again.” 

                                                                                                          (Nechama Liss-Levinson 2021) 

Together: These atrocities are reminiscent of the tortures and inhumanity the Israelites faced when we 

were slaves in Egypt 3,000 years ago.  So too they hauntingly remind the Jewish people of the genocide 

perpetrated by the Nazis over 75 years ago in their attempt to eliminate the Jews of the world. 

Leader:  In every generation, Jews along with all humanity must cry out, “Never Again!” 

THE TEN PLAGUES  

Signs and wonders of God’s mighty hand and awesome power 

  

Leader: As we read the ten plagues, we spill drops from our cups on our plates, and turn our hearts 

toward the millions of people around the world suffering today’s plagues of hatred, prejudice, baseless 

violence and war.  

 

(All dip the forefinger in their cup and place a drop on the plate, one at a time for each plague)  

 

Together we say: 

Blood, Frogs, Lice, Wild Beasts, Blight, Boils, Hail, Locusts, Darkness, Slaying of the First Born  
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Leader: We now recount the ten plagues being perpetrated upon the Uyghurs in China, and we will all 

bear witness. 

 

(All dip the forefinger in their cup and place a drop on the plate, one at a time for each plague 

suffered by the Uyghurs)  

 

Together we say: 

• Changing of Children’s Names and Denying History  

• Burning of Religious Texts and Banning Religious Practice  

• Cultural Erasure 

• Use of Biodata Surveillance and Government Minders in Homes  

• Internet Silence and Family Separations  

• Concentration Camps and Forced Labor  

• Medical Experimentation and Organ Harvesting  

• Rape, Sexual Abuse, Torture and Forced Marriages  

• Forced sterilizations 

• Disappearances and Murder  

 

DAYENU  

Our long journey to freedom 

 

Leader:  A Jewish philosopher was once asked, “what is the opposite of hopelessness?” His answer was, 

“Dayeinu,” (It would be enough for us).  It means that if we reject each step because it is not the whole 

liberation, we will never be able to achieve the whole liberation  

 

Together: It means to celebrate each step toward freedom as if it were enough, then to start out on the 

next step.  It signifies our ability to be thankful for what we have received, for what we are. 

 

Leader: The Seder song “Dayenu”(It would have been enough for us), recalls every step in our path to 

redemption: departure from Egypt, the splitting of the sea, sustenance in the wilderness, the giving of the 

Torah, and our arrival in the land of Israel. And although we express gratitude for each moment by 

saying, “It would have been enough for us,” we know that all of these steps were necessary to achieve full 

freedom.  

 

Together: We sing the song “DAYENU” 

Dai, Dayenu, Dai Dayenu,  
Dai Dayenu, Dayenu, Dayenu   

Dai, Dayenu, Dai Dayenu,  
Dai Dayenu, Dayenu, Dayenu   

                                                                            

Together:  Had the journey ended with the leaving of Egypt, we would not be free people.  

 

Leader:  Had God brought us out of Egypt, not divided the sea for us but not permitted us to cross on dry 

land . . . 

Together:  Dayeinu! 

 

Leader:  Had God permitted us to cross on dry land, sustained us for forty years in the desert, but not fed 

us with manna . . . 

Together: Dayeinu! 
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Leader:  Had God fed us with manna, given us the Shabbat, but not brought us to Mount Sinai . . .  

Together: Dayeinu! 

 

Leader:  Had God brought us to Mount Sinai, given us the Torah, but not led us into the land of Israel . . .  

Together: Dayeinu! 
 

Leader:  Had God led us into the land of Israel but not built for us the Temple … 

Together: Dayeinu! 

 

Leader:  Had God built for us the Temple, sent us prophets of truth, but not made us a holy people . . . 

Together: Dayeinu!  

 

Leader:  

As today’s freedom-seekers depart from their own “Egypts,” like our Uyghur brothers and sisters, they 

contend with obstacles as formidable as the raging sea and find the strength to persevere through the 

challenges that lie ahead.  

 

Together:  We stand with them proudly, as Jews, through the duration of their journeys.  It is critical that 

we support survivors of disasters, wars and conflicts until they are able to rebuild their lives.  

 

Leader:  We must stand with religious and ethnic minority peoples of the world as long as the threat of 

violence or genocide rages.  

 

Together:  Just as the Israelites needed support at each step of their journey, so too do those around the 

world who persist in lifting the shadow of suffering and oppression.  

 

LO MASPIK! IT WILL NOT BE ENOUGH 

 

Leader:  If the world hears the cries of the oppressed, but does not come to their aid . . . 

Together:  Lo Maspik! It will not be enough.  

 

Leader:  If we empower our brothers and sisters to escape violence, but fail to offer them refuge . . . 

Together:  Lo Maspik! It will not be enough.  

Leader:  If our generosity supports the needs of today, but forsakes the needs of tomorrow . . .  

Together:  Lo Maspik. It will not be enough.  

Leader:  However, if we persevere until stability, peace and justice have been attained … 

Together:  Dayenu! Then it will be enough. 

 
THE SECOND CUP  

For Solidarity with those experiencing injustice 

(Pour the second cup)  

Leader:  The first cup awakened us to injustice and to bring about change. We raise this second cup in 

solidarity with all those who experience injustice around the world.  Together we will bring freedom to us 

all.  
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Together:  We affirm our solidarity with our Uyghur brothers and sisters.  May we build a more just 

world so that all peoples of the world can experience the joy of freedom. 

 

Together we pray:  We praise You, O God, Sovereign of the Universe, who brings forth the fruit of the 

vine. 

(Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha’olam boreh p’ri ha-gafen.)  

(All drink the second cup)  

RITUAL HAND WASHING WITH A BLESSING   

Together:  We praise You, O God, Sovereign of the Universe, who hallows our lives with 

commandments, who has commanded us regarding the washing of the hands.  

(Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha’olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu al n’tilat yadayim)  
 

Leader:  Let us now turn our attention to the Seder plate and our Seder symbols of remembrance. 
 

 

THE SEDER PLATE:  SYMBOLS OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

Together: The Passover seder involved all of our senses. During the seder, we don’t just tell the story of 

the Passover story, we see, smell, feel, and taste liberation through the symbols of remembrance.  The 

Seder Plate displays foods which symbolize our entire journey from slavery to freedom. 
 

LAMB SHANK BONE 

(Hold up the lamb shank bone) 

 

Leader: This is the Lamb shank bone that represents the lamb special paschal sacrifice that the Israelites 

made on the evening of the exodus from Egypt.  This offering at our Seder reminds us that the Angel of 

Death passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt that were marked on their doorposts with lambs’ 

blood, saving those inside.  For the Uyghur and Jewish people, the lamb sacrifice is a symbol of the 

redemption of Abraham’s first-born son.   

 

Together: It reminds us of the fear and love that coexist in our world. Moreover, it reminds us of our 

responsibility to strengthen our faith in God and seek justice for our fellow human beings. 

 

THE EGG 

( 

(Hold up the egg)  

 

Leader: The egg reminds us of the festival offering through which the Priests, in Temple days, expressed 

their prayer for the wellbeing of the people. It is also a sign of rebirth and new beginnings.  

 

Together: All around us nature dances with new life, so may this season stir within us new strength, new 

hope, new joy.  

 

BITTER HERB AND VEGETABLES (MOROR) 

 

(Hold up the lettuce and the horseradish together, the “moror”)  
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Leader: The bitter vegetables remind us the hard labor, torment and pain of our ancestors in Egypt.  

Tonight, as we eat the bitter herbs, we can taste the bitterness of exploitation, slavery, the loss of lives and 

the waste of human potential.  

 

Together: As it is written: “And they embittered their lives with the hard labor in mortar and bricks, with 

every servitude of the field, with torment.”  

 

Together we pray:   We praise You, O God, Sovereign of the Universe, who hallows our lives with 

commandments, who has commanded us to eat the bitter herb.  

 

Together we all say, “AMEN!” 

 

CHAROSET 

 

Leader: This is the Charoset, which by its appearance, it reminds us of the clay and straw which our 

ancestors were forced to use to make bricks for Pharaoh’s buildings. By its sweet taste, the charoset 

softens, but does not remove, the bitter memory of our slavery.    

 

Together: Tonight, we prepared a special choroset for our Uyghur Freedom Seder, using the fruits 

symbolic of the Uyghur homeland: the apples of Ghuldja (Ili), the dried peaches of Korla, the seedless 

green raisins and grape juice of Turpan, the walnuts of Khotan, and the dried apricots of the Uyghur 

cultural and religious capitol of the Uyghur homeland.  

 

KORECH SANDWICH (Matzah, Bitter Herb, and Charoset) 

(Another piece of bitter herb is taken and sandwiched between two pieces of matzah)   

Leader:  The bitter herb represents the bitterness of persecution. The Charoset reminds us of the clay and 

straw bricks. And the matzah is the unleavened bread of eaten during their slavery and baked on the 

Israelites’ backs as they fled.  

 

Together:  Eaten together the Korech sandwich represents the bitter and sweet that coexist in our world, 

and our responsibility to tip the scales toward sweetness, justice and redemption. How sweet it is to be 

together in community! 

 
Together we sing: “Hinei ma tov uma na’im shevet achim gam yachad” 

 

 

THE HILLEL SANDWICH 

(Take some bitter herb, add charoset, add Uyghur spiced lamb kebab meat, and sandwich them 

between two pieces of matzah)   

Leader: In the time of the second Temple in Jerusalem, the sage Hillel ate the matzah, bitter vegetable 

and the lamb Korban Pesach together. This “Hillel Sandwich” represents the bitter and sweet that coexist 

in our world. The combination of tastes and flavors encompasses the full evolution from slavery to 

freedom. 
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Together: Moreover, it reminds us of our responsibility to bend the arc of justice toward sweetness and 

redemption.  

(The Hillel Sandwich is eaten.) 

 

LET THE SEDER DINNER FEAST BEGIN! 

 

 

 

AFIKOMAN (The after-meal “dessert”) 

Reuniting the broken matzah 

The lingering taste of the bread of affliction 

Leader:  It is traditional for the final taste of food at the Seder to be the afikoman—the piece of the 

matzah that we broke earlier in the evening.  Now begins the search for the afikomen. Whoever finds it 

may demand a reward.  

Together:  Now that the afikomen has been found, we each eat a small piece from it. It is said that eating 

the afikomen gives us the potential to change those barriers in our hearts that prevent us from pursuing the 

good in the world.  May the lingering taste of the bread of affliction in our mouths inspire us to never 

cease our hunger for freedom.  

 

BIRKAT HAMAZON: MEAL COMPLETION BLESSINGS  

Blessings of Gratitude  

 

THE THIRD CUP  

Our Call to Action, the Movement from silence to protest 

(Pour the third cup) 

Leader:  This third cup is our call to action, to stand up, speak out and protest acts of hate. As we drink 

this third cup, we commit ourselves to build a more just world so all peoples of the world will experience 

the joy of freedom.   
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Together: This third cup is our call to action, the movement from silence to protest.  It is a call for Jews 

to unite with all oppressed peoples, such as our Uyghur friends, in a joint struggle for freedom. We cannot 

stand by. We cannot be silent.  And today, it is our Jewish duty to bear witness to the current genocide of 

the Uyghur people and take concrete action to bring it to an end.   

Together: We praise You, O God, Sovereign of the Universe, who brings forth the fruit of the vine.  

(Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha’olam boreh p’ri ha-gafen). 

(All drink the third cup)  

RESUME THE PASSOVER SEDER HERE  

 
ELIJAH’S CUP  

For Redemption 

 

(Open the front door and welcome Elijah to our Seder)  

Leader:  We open the front door and welcome Elijah to our Seder. Elijah is the prophet and miracle 

worker who announces that redemption is on its way.  Jewish legends recall the mystical appearance of 

Elijah in times of trouble, to promise relief and redemption, to lift downcast spirits, and to plant hope in 

the hearts of the downtrodden.   

Together: Elijah was known for bringing parents and children together.  May we dedicate ourselves to 

help reconnect Uyghur children who have been separated from their parents, brothers from sisters, and 

grandparents from grandchildren. As we confront these injustices and others in this world, may we be like 

Elijah, the prophet and miracle worker, who in defense of justice, spoke truth to power.  

Leader: We have now opened the door for Elijah the prophet to announce a time of peace. When will a 

better world come? We do not know, but it is in our power to fix the broken places and hasten Elijah’s 

arrival. 

Together: We now fill Elijah’s Cup.  We pray and work toward true redemption: a time when all people 

along with our Uyghur brothers and sisters will live in freedom.  

Leader:  Now, one by one, let each of us pour some grape juice from our cups into Elijah’s Cup.  And as 

we do so, let each of us hold in our hearts, or proclaim aloud, a specific commitment to action that we 

promise to take for the Jewish people and the Uyghur people during this year ahead.  In this way, we join 

Elijah in bringing about redemption.   

We sing together:  Eliyahu Hanavi, Eliyahu Hatishbi, Eliyahu, Eliyahu Eliyahu Hagiladi.  

Bimherah v'yamenu Yavo Elenu. Im Mashiach Ben David. 
 

(“Elijah the Prophet, Elijah the Tishbite, Elijah the Giladite, may he soon 

come to us, with Mashiach, the Messiah, the son of David. May Elijah the Prophet come soon, and in our 

time, ushering in the Messianic Age.”) 
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THE FOURTH AND FINAL CUP  

For Freedom 

(Fill the fourth cup)  

Leader:  As our Seder draws to an end, we take up our cups one last time. This fourth cup calls to the 

tasks that still await us to a great purpose for the preservation and affirmation of hope.  May this year’s 

Uyghur Freedom Passover Seder propel the Uyghur people into a glorious future, one in solidarity with 

the Jewish people.  We know there will come a day that all those who yearn for the good will prevail.  

 
Together: We praise You, O God, Sovereign of the Universe, who brings forth the fruit of the vine. 

(Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha’olam boreh p’ri ha-gafen.)  

 
(All drink the fourth cup)  

NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM 

Together:  Tonight, we have journeyed across the desert from slavery to freedom, and with our reliving 

of the exodus from Egypt each year, our difficult desert trek will never be erased.  We have opened the 

gates of time and become one with those who crossed the Red Sea from slavery to freedom.  Once again, 

we have experienced the Exodus, and now we embark on another journey to support all those in every 

land who have not yet made the crossing, to help them cross to a land of freedom.  

 

Together: As our evening’s journey to freedom ends, we recite part of the poem, “Traces” by Uyghur 

historian and poet Abdurehim Otkur (1985): 

 

If the sand blows hard, 

Even if the dunes shift, 

They will scarcely bury our trace. 

From the route of the ceaseless caravan, 

Although the horses grow terribly thin, 

Our grandchildren, our great grandchildren, 

Will most assuredly find this trace one day. 

It is without question. 

 

Leader: Let this be a time of freedom and the promise of dignity and human rights for everyone on our 

planet.  Let our children, our grandchildren, and our great grandchildren be blessed by our never-ending 

struggle against injustice in the world.  With joy and hope in our hearts, we pray for peace among all 

peoples, and we conclude our seder by affirming the Jewish people’s millennia-old hope for redemption.   

 

Together: “Next Year in Jerusalem!” 

Leader: And for our Uyghur brothers and sisters, we echo this call by saying, 

Together: “Next Year in Kashgar!” 
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Uyghur Seder Recipes 
 

Uyghur Spiced Lamb Kebabs  
(Grilled Skewers or Pan-Seared) 

 
Ingredients 

• 1 1/2 lb lamb shoulder or leg meat (cut into ½ to 1-inch cubes) 

• 2 tbsp oil (On Passover, walnut oil, grapeseed oil, olive oil, and safflower oil are the oils of choice). 

 

How to make the spice rub 

• 2 tsp cumin seeds  

• 1 tsp chili flakes 

• 2 tsp black peppercorns 

• 1/2 tsp chili powder   

• 1 tsp ginger powder 

• 4 garlic cloves (very finely chopped) 

• 1/2 tsp salt  

 

Spice rub instructions 

• Heat a frying pan, dry over a moderate heat until hot. Place the cumin, chili flakes, black peppercorns and toast dry 

for 1-2 minutes. Remove from the pan and add to a spice/coffee grinder or pestle and mortar. 

• Grind the spices into a rough texture. Stir in the chili powder, ginger powder, garlic and salt. Pour over the oil and 

mix to combine well. Set aside. 

• Add the spice rub to the lamb cubes and massage into the meat with your hands to coat all the lamb well. Place in a 

bag and refrigerate for as long as you can - 4 hrs minimum, 24 hours is BEST! If you're using wooden skewers, now 

is the time to soak these in water, to ensure they don't disintegrate on the grill. 

• Once marinated, thread cubes of meat (and fat) onto the skewers (about 8-10 pieces per skewer). 

• Cook on a hot BBQ grill or hot oven grill for about 10-12 minutes, turning regularly. Remove from the grill, rest for a 

couple of minutes and serve! 

Uyghur Freedom Charoset 

Ingredients 

• 1 1/2 cups grape juice  

• 1 pound (2 1/2 cups) green seedless raisins 

• 4 ounces (3/4 cup) dried pears, chopped fine 

• 4 ounces (3/4 cup) of apples peeled, chopped fine 

• 4 ounces (3/4 cup) dried apricots, chopped fine 

• 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 

• 1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 

• 1/2 teaspoon kosher salt, or more to taste 

• 8 ounces (1 1/2 cups) finely chopped toasted walnuts 

Directions 

• Bring grape juice to a light simmer on medium heat, then stir in fruit and spices. Cook uncovered until fruit is well 

hydrated and grape juice has reduced to a thick syrup, about 15 minutes. Add salt to taste and set aside. 

• In a food processor, roughly chop walnuts in short pulses. A mix of large chunks and small crumbs is preferable. 

Remove walnuts from food processor and transfer to a large mixing bowl. 

• Add fruit mixture to food processor and pulse until fruit just begins to come together into a paste, 2 to 3 one-second 
pulses. Do not overprocess—large chunks of fruit should be intact. 

• Transfer fruit to mixing bowl and combine well with walnuts. Stir in orange blossom water and additional salt if 

needed. Flavor of charoset strengthens over time. Serve warm or at room temperature. 
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Who are the Uyghurs? (Insert 1) 

In China today, the Uyghurs, who number over 12 million souls are facing the most severe human rights 

crisis since the Holocaust.  The Uyghurs are a Turkic-speaking Muslims from the Central Asian region 

whose history extends back over 1,400 years. They are the majority population living in the Uyghur 

homeland, China’s westernmost region along the ancient Silk Road, that is called by the Chinese 

government “Xinjiang” meaning the “new borderland”. The region is massive and geopolitically critical 

to China, as it composes one-sixth of China’s total land area and borders on eight countries, including 

Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, Russia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan, as well as Tibet. 

 

Since 2017, close to two million Muslim Uyghurs have been or are detained in ‘re-education’ camps in 

China’s western Xinjiang Region/, where they suffer political indoctrination and religious oppression.  

They are forced to deny their religion and culture as backwards and dangerous.  The camps have been 

compared to “wartime concentration camps.” The practice of Islam among the Uyghurs has been 

effectively outlawed.  The Chinese government denies the claims, saying people willingly attend special 

“vocational schools” that combat “terrorism and religious extremism.” 

The Uyghurs in their history have a glorious past. In fact, in the modern Turkish language today, uyghar 

means civilized. They were the first nomadic empire to have their own writing system, the first to have 

capital city, and the first to practice a world religion--Manichaeism. They were treated an equal by the 

Tang Dynasty, even providing cavalry support to put down internal revolts against the Tang. Centuries 

later, they served as advisors to Genghis Khan, were even “adopted” as his fifth son, and were sent 

throughout the Mongol Empire as ambassadors as well as cultural and agricultural emissaries.  They were 

the principal translators of Buddhist texts from India into China. However, their civilization weakened as 

Columbus and the Europeans began to explore the world on the seas causing the ancient overland routes 

along the Silk Road to fade out.  

Today, the Uyghurs are citizens of the People’s Republic of China. But as they are Turks who speak the 

Turkic language of Uyghur that is the ancient “cousin” of Modern Turkish.  Their culture is dramatically 

distinct from China’s Han majority that constitutes 90% of China’s population. The culture and ethnicity 

of the Han people are what the world understands to be “Chinese.” Many Uyghurs practice Sufi Islam, 

and they do not use the Chinese language as their principal language of communication.   

Under the guise of security, the Chinese government has essentially labelled the entire Uyghur 

community as “a terrorist collective,” in essence a pariah nation. The Chinese government’s cultural and 
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physical genocide it perpetrates against the Uyghurs is a bald attempt to “re-educate” the beliefs out of 

them, forcing the Uyghurs to go against what their beliefs dictate. In the camps, the Muslim Uyghurs 

cannot pray, cannot grow beards, and are coerced into eating pork, particularly on Fridays, at the time 

traditionally reserved for praying.  Elderly women and men, intellectuals, and celebrated artists, are being 

detained as part of a wider intentional collective persecution that attempt to eliminate the Uyghur people’s 

distinct political, national, ethnic, cultural, and religious identity. In January 2021, the United States and 

Canadian government officially designated this Uyghur crisis a GENOCIDE.  

On Passover, we are transported backwards in time to witness our people’s exodus from Egypt and their 

long walk toward freedom. The reliving of our exodus prompts us to internalize this journey—to go 

beyond empathy with our ancestors’ suffering, and to imagine that we ourselves are experiencing the 

shackles of slavery, the oppression and destruction of our people, and the profound release of freedom.  

According to the ancient Jewish Passover Haggadah, the celebration of the Israelites’ freedom from 

slavery must be accompanied by efforts to bring about the liberation of all people.  

 

For more than three thousand years, Jews have gathered to retell the tale of our deliverance from Egyptian 

bondage. Freedom seeking people in nations all over the world have identified with, and are inspired, by 

the story of the Exodus. So too are the Turkic Muslim Uyghurs who draw strength and courage from the 

Jewish struggle for freedom, and from Moses, a great prophet of the Muslim peoples of the world, for 

their own struggle against genocide in China today.   

 

Emma Lazarus, the American Jewish author of poem, “The New Colossus” in which she wrote the 

famous words, "Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free”, that grace 

the majestic Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor, wrote that “until we are all free, none of us are free.”  

With the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah, we consider the Passover story’s most modern significance, the 

ethnic and cultural genocide of the Uyghur people of Xinjiang, China, the people of the ancient Silk 

Road, and we dedicate ourselves to bring freedom to the Uyghur people, who are still in the depths of 

oppression, forced labor, enslavement, and genocide.   
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How to Symbolically Include the Uyghurs in Your Seder (Insert 2) 

 
Choose one or more of the following from the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah 

 
1) Place Symbolic Balls of Cotton on your Seder table near the seder plate as a symbol of the 

modern enslavement of the Uyghur people in China. Reminiscent of the bondage of Israelites in Egypt, 

Uyghurs are forced from their homes to work as forced labor in factories against their will producing 

cotton textiles. China is the largest producer of cotton in the world, and Xinjiang, home to the Uyghurs, 
produces 75% of Chinese cotton.  All Chinese cotton, textile or garment products from international 

companies are likely the product of forced Uyghur labor in Xinjiang.   
 

2) Drink only Grape Juice at your Seder instead of wine.  Recognize with love in our hearts that our 

Muslim Uyghur brothers and sisters do not consume alcohol, and so with them we drink grape juice 
according to our tradition. 

 

3) Place Fruits Representing those from the Major Uyghur Oases on your Seder table.   

Include on your Seder table dishes of dried apples representing the oasis city of Ghuldja (Ili), dried 

peaches representing the oasis of Korla, green seedless raisins representing the oasis of Turpan, walnuts 
representing the oasis of Khotan, and dried apricots representing the Uyghur cultural and religious oasis 

capitol of Kashgar. 
 

4) Set a special symbolic empty chair for the Uyghur guest unable to celebrate the holiday with us 

at your Seder table.  Let this empty chair also bring to our memory others who have loved and inspired 
us, those who have supported us, raised us and taught us, those we miss and who cannot be with us here 

tonight to share in this joyous occasion.   

 

5) Recite lines from the poem “Awaken!” written in 1931 by the Uyghur poet, Abdukhaliq 

“Uyghur” before drinking the first cup.  The poem is found in the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah. 
 

6) Place a fourth unbroken Matzah on your Seder table, “The Matzah of Hope.” May this potent 
symbol rekindle in us the tireless commitment we made during the Free Soviet Jewry Movement that 

through prayers and devotional effort was successful in bringing about their liberation and hastening the 

downfall of the Soviet Union!  May this symbol inspire us to commit to work as tirelessly for the freedom 
of the Uyghur people currently facing genocide in China.     

 

7) During the Four Questions, read the questions by the “Four Children in Today’s World” that 

helps us answer our children when they ask us how to pursue justice in our world today? This is 

found in the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah. 

8) Read the section on “THE UYGHUR GENOCIDE: Never Again is happening yet again” after the 

Maggid reading of the Exodus Story. Found in the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah. 
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9) After the Maggid reading of the Exodus Story, read the words of the German Lutheran pastor 

Martin Neimoller “First they came …”, and the powerfully moving adaption for the Uyghur 

situation, “First they told the Uyghur men …” by Nechama Liss-Levinson. Found in the Uyghur 

Freedom Haggadah. 

 

10) After reading the Plagues of the Passover Story, recount the ten plagues being perpetrated upon 

the Uyghurs in China to bear witness.  Just as for the Passover Plagues, dip the forefinger into your 

cups and place a drop on the plate, as each plague is read. Found in the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah. 
 

11)  After the recitation of the “Dayenu” (It would have been enough for us), recite the words to its 

corresponding “Lo Maspik!  It will not be enough.” Found in the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah. 
 

12) Make the special Uyghur Freedom Seder Charoset.  Use the fruits representing the major oases in 
the Uyghur homeland: dried apples, dried peaches, green seedless raisins, walnuts, and dried apricots. 

Recipe in the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah, Appendix: “Uyghur Seder Recipes” 

 

13) Make special Uyghur Spiced Lamb Kabobs to include as the korban in your Hillel Sandwich.  

Recipe in the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah, Appendix: “Uyghur Seder Recipes” 

 

14) As the Seder draws to a close, recite the Leader’s words over the fourth cup for propelling the 

Uyghur people into a glorious future, one in solidarity with the Jewish people.  Found in the Uyghur 
Freedom Haggadah. 

 

15) As your evening’s Seder journey to freedom ends, recite part of the poem, “Traces” by Uyghur 

historian and poet Abdurehim Otkur (1985).  It is found in the Uyghur Freedom Haggadah. 
 

16) After concluding your seder by affirming the Jewish people’s millennia-old hope for 

redemption, “Next Year in Jerusalem!,”echo this call for our Uyghur brothers and sisters, “Next 

Year in Kashgar!” 
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     Passover Seder Prayers for Jewish-Uyghur Solidarity (Insert 3) 
 

 1) The Jewish people are taught that, “In every generation each of us is obliged to regard ourself as if we ourselves 

went forth from the land of Egypt”(Exodus 13:8).  Let our hearts open to the Uyghur people who are still enslaved 

like our ancestors in Egypt, and for whom the Exodus has not yet happened. Let us become the agents of freedom 

for all of God’s children who dwell in darkness. 

  

2) Rabbi Sacks said that “we can face any future without fear so long as we know that we won’t face it alone.”  

Tonight, as we celebrate our freedom, let the world Jewish community embrace the struggle of the Uyghur people so 

they will never face it alone. 

 

3) It is said in the Talmud that, in the days when the world is more perfect, we will remember not just the liberation 

from Egypt, but the liberation of all people from oppression.  With this Uyghur Freedom Seder and Haggadah, we 

observe our festival of most ancient origin and consider its most modern significance, the ethnic and cultural 

genocide of the Uyghur people of Xinjiang, China, the people of the ancient Silk Road. 

4) As Jews, we must begin the process of Tikkun Olam, repairing our world, for ourselves and for all humanity. 

Where any of us fail to use our freedom to make others free, we are not yet free.  Knowing that, we must commit 

and recommit ourselves to work for the freedom of oppressed people, like the Uyghur people, throughout the world. 

5) As we taste tears in the salt water, eat the bitter herbs and recount the plagues, we connect our story with the over 

12 million Uyghur people of China and throughout the world who suffer from a range of issues that matter deeply 

today: the persecution of minorities, genocide, torture, mass internment, religious intolerance, and poverty. For the 

Uyghurs, this persecution, like for our ancestors, the Israelites in Egypt, includes the destruction of their distinct 

culture and their way of life, and threatens their very existence as a people.    

6) Tonight, in a symbolic reminder of Uyghur modern slavery in China, we place balls of cotton on our Seder table 

near the seder plate, to raise our awareness of the enslavement of the Uyghur people.  In our reflections on this Seder 

night, and in our hope and actions every single day, we strive to build a more just world so that next year, all peoples 

of the world, along with the Uyghur people, can experience the joy of freedom.  

 

7) Tonight, for our Uyghur Freedom Seder, we include on our Seder table dishes of dried apples representing the 

oasis city of Ghuldja (Ili), dried peaches representing the oasis of Korla, green seedless raisins representing the oasis 

of Turpan, walnuts representing the oasis of Khotan, and dried apricots representing the Uyghur cultural and 

religious oasis capitol of Kashgar. 

 

8) Tonight, Jews and Uyghurs gather as one, bound together by love and the shared hope that all Jews and Uyghurs, 

and all peoples of the world, will one day live free and in peace. May we take into our hearts the memory of all who 

have and continue to enrich our lives and remember those, like our Uyghur brothers and sisters, who still suffer the 

pain of oppression, tyranny, and prejudice.  

 

9) Every year, the Passover retelling and reexperiencing of our deliverance from Egyptian bondage is one of our 

cherished traditions that has sustained our people throughout the generations.  It is one of the secrets to our survival 

as a Jewish people, and one that we share with our Uyghur friends this evening. 
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10) Our self-identification with the past stirs in us an appreciation of the freedom that is ours, and an empathy with 

the plight of our Uyghur brothers and sisters who still dwell in the shadow of modern-day Pharaohs. 

 

11) It is our Jewish tradition to drink four cups of wine or grape juice during our Seder.  Tonight, we recognize with 

love in our hearts that our Muslim Uyghur brothers and sisters do not consume alcohol, and so with them we drink 

grape juice according to our tradition. 

 

12) On this night of Passover, we pray for the awakening of the Uyghur people to bring courage and strength in their 

struggle for freedom.  With this first cup, we recognize our own capacity to make a difference in the world.  We 

indeed can build a more just world so that all peoples of the world, along with our fellow Uyghur friends, can 

experience the joy of freedom. 

 

13) We have made room at our Seder table and in our hearts for Uyghur friends in China and in our own country 

who are now trapped in their own “Egypts”. Like the Uyghur people, we Jews have suffered while others stood by 

and pretended not to see, not to know our plight. We have come to know that none can be free until all are free. 

 

14) As we rejoice at the liberation of our ancestors from bondage in Egypt, our thoughts go out to the Uyghur people 

of today that are suffering a similar bondage in China.  Let us turn our attention to the oppression faced by the 

Uyghur people so that our rejoicing may be tempered by the fact that they continue to suffer and need us to support 

their own liberation. 

15) The Chinese genocide of the Uyghur people is a quintessential Jewish issue.  It is one of the worst crimes 

against humanity since the Nazi genocide of the Jewish people.  As Jews, we honor the victims and survivors of the 

Holocaust through our efforts to ensure it never happens again. However, with the Uyghurs of China we see that 

“Never again” is happening once again.  The Uyghur genocide calls for the Jewish people to mount a powerful 

Jewish human rights movement reaching even beyond levels achieved by the most successful human rights 

movement of the modern era--the Free Soviet Jewry Movement. 

16) First, they told the Uyghur men they could not wear beards, 

And I did not speak out, because I was too busy to listen. 

And then they put the Uyghurs in slave labor, 

And I did not speak out, because I wasn’t sure who Uyghurs were. 

And then they took the Uyghur women to camps and abused them, 

And I did not speak out because they seemed so far away. 

And then the Uyghurs began to be disappeared, 

And I awoke.  

And I realized I had been unfaithful to the words “Never Again.” 

 

17) We now recount the ten plagues being perpetrated upon the Uyghurs in China, and we will all bear witness.  

 

Together we say: 

• Changing of Children’s Names and Denying History  

• Burning of Religious Texts and Banning Religious Practice  

• Cultural Erasure 

• Use of Biodata Surveillance and Government Minders in Homes  

• Internet Silence and Family Separations  

• Concentration Camps and Forced Labor  

• Medical Experimentation and Organ Harvesting  

• Rape, Sexual Abuse, Torture and Forced Marriages  

• Forced sterilizations 

• Disappearances and Murder   

 

18) For the Uyghur and Jewish people, the lamb sacrifice is a symbol of the redemption of Abraham’s first-born son.  

It reminds us of the fear and love that coexist in our world. Moreover, it reminds us of our responsibility to 

strengthen our faith in God and seek justice for our fellow human beings. 
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19) In the time of the second Temple in Jerusalem, the sage Hillel ate the matzah, bitter vegetable and the korban 

lamb together. Tonight, we include Uyghur lamb kebab in this “sandwich of Hillel.” The combination of tastes and 

flavors encompasses the full evolution from slavery to freedom.  Moreover, it reminds us of our responsibility to 

bend the arc of justice toward sweetness and redemption.  

20) This third cup is our call to action, the movement from silence to protest.  It is a call for Jews to unite with all 

oppressed peoples, such as our Uyghur friends, in a joint struggle for freedom. We cannot stand by. We cannot be 

silent.  And today, it is our Jewish duty to bear witness to the current genocide of the Uyghur people and take 

concrete action to bring it to an end.   

21) May we dedicate ourselves to help reconnect Uyghur children who have been separated from their parents, 

brothers from sisters, and grandparents from grandchildren. As we confront these injustices and others in this world, 

may we be like Elijah, the prophet and miracle worker, who in defense of justice, spoke truth to power. Let each of 

us hold in our hearts, or proclaim aloud, a specific commitment to action that we promise to take for the Jewish 

people and the Uyghur people during this year ahead. 

22) May this year’s Uyghur Freedom Passover Seder propel the Uyghur people into a glorious future, one in 

solidarity with the Jewish people.  We know there will come a day that all those who yearn for the good will prevail. 

23) Tonight, we have journeyed across the desert from slavery to freedom, and with our reliving the exodus from 

Egypt each year, our difficult desert trek will never be erased.  We have opened the gates of time and become one 

with those who crossed the Red Sea from slavery to freedom.  Once again, we have experienced the Exodus, and 

now we embark on another journey to support all those in every land who have not yet made the crossing, to help 

them cross to a land of freedom.  As our evening’s journey to freedom ends, we recite part of the poem, “Traces” 

(Iz) by Uyghur historian and poet Abdurehim Otkur (1985). 

24)  Let this be a time of freedom and the promise of dignity and human rights for everyone on our planet.  Let our 

children, our grandchildren, and our great grandchildren be blessed by our never-ending struggle against injustice in 

the world.  With joy and hope in our hearts, we pray for peace among all peoples, and we conclude our seder by 

affirming the Jewish people’s millennia-old hope for redemption: “Next Year in Jerusalem!”And for our Uyghur 

brothers and sisters, we echo this call by saying, “Next Year in Kashgar!” 
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TESTIMONIAL (Insert 4) 
 

DR. ALFRED MUNZER, HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR  
(Saved in Nazi Occupied Netherlands by an Indonesian Family and their Indonesian Muslim Nanny) 

  
 

 
 

Dr. Alfred Munzer 

 
 Dr. Alfred Munzer, past President of the American Lung Association, was born in the 

Netherlands during WWII.  He lost his father and two sisters in the Holocaust. He spent the first four 

years of his life hidden from the Nazi occupiers with an Indonesian family and their Muslim nanny 

residing in The Hague. He and his mother came to the United States in 1958. For the past eight years he 

has been a volunteer at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum translating diaries from Dutch into English 

for a five-volume series called Jewish Responses to Persecution and as a docent for the museum’s 

permanent and special exhibitions. Dr. Munzer also serves on the board of Cambodian Living Arts, an 

organization founded by Arn Chorn Pond, a child survivor of the Khmer Rouge, devoted to bringing 

healing and reconciliation through music and the arts to a people ravaged by atrocities and genocide. 

 

 “My name is Al Munzer.  I am a Holocaust Survivor. I was born in the Nazi 

occupied Netherlands and owe my life to a Dutch Indonesian family and their Indonesian 

Muslim nanny who risked their lives to rescue a nine-month-old Jewish baby.  Sadly, the 

Holocaust did not spell an end to prejudice and hate, or to mass atrocities and genocide 

directed especially to religious or cultural minorities.   

 

 Today, that is the threat faced by the Uyghur people in China.  The Holocaust has 

taught us that to be silent in the face of such a threat is to be complicit.  

 

 Now is the time for people everywhere, to speak up on behalf of the Uyghur 
people and other threatened minorities in China.”  
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Jewish Movement for Uyghur Freedom: Exodus on this Night (Insert 5) 

 

( )
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