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Candidate Name Ann Davison 

Position Sought Seattle City Attorney 
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Part I – Yes/No Questions  
 

Please answer the following questions Yes No Additional Comments 

1 Do you agree that prosecutors’ practices have 
contributed significantly to mass incarceration?  

✔   I want to make sure that we 
balance the needs of communities 
with the harms that prosecution 
may create. 

2 Will you work to expand diversionary programs so 
that individuals referred by the police for 
prosecution are redirected back out of the criminal 
legal system at the earliest opportunity? 

✔    

3 Will you commit to tracking, and reporting 
quarterly on a public-facing website, demographics 
regarding race, ethnicity, disabilities, age, and 
other protected class demographics for decisions 
made by the Office, including charging decisions, 
bail recommendations, diversion program 
placements, negotiated guilty plea charges, and 
sentencing recommendations categorized by guilty 
pleas and conviction after trial? 

✔    

4 Will you commit to tracking, and reporting 
quarterly on a public-facing website, aggregated 
numbers of referrals by Seattle Police Department 
precinct, categorized by offense and capable of 
cross-referencing to the demographic data? 

✔    

5 Will you commit to advocating the City, rather than 
people charged with crimes, bear the cost of 
diversion programs as part of the shared public 
responsibility of having as fair a criminal legal 
system as possible? 

✔    
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6 Will you pledge to recruit and hire people with 
criminal records to work in the City Attorney’s 
office? 

 ✔  I think that our society, on an 
individual and societal level, 
needs to forgive people who have 
exited incarceration and that a key 
part to reduce recidivism is 
through jobs. With that said, the 
Law Department hires a small 
number of people with a 
specialized skill set and I cannot 
commit to hiring decisions until I 
speak with people currently in the 
office and then review what the 
candidate field looks like. I will 
certainly not disqualify an 
applicant based solely on their 
past criminal record. 

7 Do you support the King County inquest reforms? ✔    

8 Do you agree that in general it is inappropriate to 
subpoena media organizations for their records on 
behalf of SPD? 

✔    

 
 

Part II – Free Response Questions 
 

Where do you see and how would you address bias in the criminal legal system? 

I will work with communities and advocates to reform in a way that preserves public safety without placing 
unnecessary burdens on people who are struggling to survive. I am endorsed by reform leaders like Victoria 
Beach, Harvey Drake and Harriett Walden because I am committed to reform that makes us have better 
police. 

 

What metrics do you believe should be used to determine whether the City Attorney’s Office is succeeding in 
its mission and improving the criminal legal system? 

I believe that the best metrics for success involve safety and prosperity in the communities especially in 
those that are most disadvantaged. These outcomes are the key goal of public safety, but the path to them 
is very complicated and requires many additional metrics to understand.  

 

Do you believe that people with substance use disorders should face criminal penalties? Do you believe 
people who use drugs and do not have substance use disorders should face criminal penalties? If the 
answer to either of these questions is, “Yes,” what types of charging practices, diversion programs, 
education, and recovery support programs do you support? 

I have spent a lot of time working with and learning from people with existing and past substance use 
disorders. Addiction can be a prison sentence for the person suffering from it and it is often incredibly 
difficult to escape from. I don’t think the City Attorney should go looking for people with addiction issues, that 
is a public health concern best addressed outside of the legal system. For people that come in contact with 
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the Law Department who have committed crimes because of their addiction, I believe it is our responsibility 
to intervene and divert them somewhere where they can get treatment. 

 

What specific steps will you take as City Attorney to keep people with mental health disabilities out of the 
criminal legal system? 

I want to see expanded use of the city’s existing mental health court. I think that there are many people who 
are in desperate need of consistent treatment and too often they get off of their regiment and breakdown. I 
think that public safety needs of the community need to be prioritized, but that the probation process for 
people with mental health concerns needs to be more focused on treatment. 

 

The City Attorney’s Office holds discretionary prosecutorial power for misdemeanor offenses. What is your 
position about the categories and fact patterns of offenses that merit criminal charges? 

I believe strongly that we need to prioritize prosecution towards the people that pose the highest risk to 
public safety: people who have shown that alternatives to prosecution do not change their behavior. There is 
room for balance, considering someone who commits a single, minor offense, with someone who commits 
many misdemeanors or more serious crimes. Misdemeanor offenses like domestic violence, assault, drunk 
and reckless driving, organized theft and property destruction, and weapons charges are serious crimes that 
create serious harm to their victims. I will prosecute people who pose a serious risk to public safety, 
particularly focusing on high impact cases that lower public safety. 

 

I affirm that all the information provided in response to this questionnaire is true, complete, and 
correct to the best of my ability, and that no relevant matter has been omitted. 

Signature Ann Davison 
Date: 9/29/2021 

Printed Name Ann Davison 

 


