
Workshop 1: GE in Formal and Non-formal Education

Proposed Format

Integrating Global Education in formal and non-formal education can be a challenge. What are the ways to place
Global Education at the heart in formal and non-formal education practice? What are the commonalities? What are
the differences? Based on two examples of system-wide integration of GE in formal and non-formal education, this
workshop will explore some of these questions and invite participants to present national examples.

Workshop 2: GE and the Future of Education

GENE turns 20 this year, while the Maastricht Declaration and definition of Global Education turn 20 in 2022.
Taking a long-term view of Global Education for the coming 20, 30 or even 50 years, what do we see as the
necessities and the most strategic opportunities? What has the pandemic thrown up by way of challenges for the
future of Education; and how does Global Education respond to some of the emerging challenges. What does it
take to place GE at the heart of education systems and learning? What are the most crucial elements of Global
Education for the future? And what inspiration can we find from peers and other international processes?

Workshop 3: GE and Digitalisation

Digital technology presents new opportunities as well as challenges for Global Education, and education more
broadly, especially in this new reality of distance learning. Many Ministries and Agencies within GENE are working
with different digital tools and solutions, often involving other educational actors from civil society and this
workshop will consider how digital technology can be used in Global Education, including sharing policy
perspectives and the recent experiences in the pivoting process.

Workshop 4: Aligning Global Education and Awareness-Raising 

While GENE is firmly based in Global Education, there are good reasons to align and coordinate  our strategies with
colleagues in information and communication. The workshop will explore the continuum from awareness raising
and information to education, drawing on examples from network members of how, in spite of differences of
approach and challenges of definition, alignment can work well between Ministries and Agencies in this field.

RT44 Workshops

Each workshop will have a parallel movement: Theoretical, research or policy evidence framework
National examples 
Group exploration of key questions and issues in regard to
the workshop theme 
Identifying areas for further exploration and policy learning
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Workshop Facilitators

Aishling McGrath is Programme Director of WorldWise Global Schools, Ireland's national Global
Citizenship Education programme for Secondary Schools. She holds a BA in Geography and Economics
from the National University of Ireland Galway and a Postgraduate Certificate in Education from the
University of Oxford. Aishling is a qualified teacher and has worked in education since 2007, teaching
geography and economics in inner-city London until 2012. In 2013 she completed an MSc in
Sustainability Science and Policy at the University of Maastricht. Aishling believes that engaging young
people in global issues will help empower them to become active global citizens for a more just and
sustainable future.

Ms. Aishling McGrath
Programme Director, WorldWise Global Schools, Ireland

Workshop 1: Global Education in Formal and Non-formal Education

Valerie Duffy is Development Education & UN Youth Delegate Programme Coordinator at National
Youth Council of Ireland she works on global justice and development education issues on global
justice and development education issues linking the local with the global. A strong supporter of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Founding member of Coalition2030 which brings 100
organisations together to work on achieving the SDGs. National Coordinator for Global Education Week
(One World Week) as supported by the North-South Centre.

Ms. Valerie Duffy
Development Education & UN Youth Delegate Programme Coordinator, 
National Youth Council of Ireland

Annette Scheunpflug, Chair of GENE and Professor of Educational Science at the University of
Bamberg, Chair of Educational Science, Faculty Member of the Bamberg Graduate School of Social
Sciences. Her current research projects are on the themes of enhancing the quality of teaching,
reconstructing youth orientations towards world society and globalisation in an educational learning
arrangement, learner-centred education. Thought leader in the development of the Maastricht
definition of Global Education. 

Prof. Annette Scheunpflug
GENE Chair

Workshop 2: Global Education and the Future of Education 

Satu Honkala's main areas of expertise are Global Education, Equality and Philosophy and Ethics.
Before joining the Finnish National Agency for Education, she worked for more than 20 years as a
principal in a culturally diverse comprehensive school in Helsinki. She has also worked as a teacher
trainer (Ethics) at Helsinki University and in a human rights education project in post-war Kosovo. She
represents the Agency in the Nordic countries DIS network (democracy, inclusion and security).
Preventing violent extremism is one her responsibility areas in the Agency.

Ms. Satu Honkala
Senior advisor, Finnish National Agency for Education

Birgit Lao's mission is to promote Estonia’s successful education solutions to the world, represent
Estonia in education matters internationally, support the export of educational technology companies
and attract investments to Estonia. She has a long experience in education. Since 2014 she has been
a chairman of the foundation Innove. From 2006 to 2014 she worked at the Ministry of Education and
Research of Estonia. Until 2006, she was working at the Estonian adult education association ANDRAS. 

Ms. Birgit Lao
Diplomatic representative for education, Estonia
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Since 2004, Mara Coppens works for the Belgian Development Cooperation, within the Directorate-
General for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid (DGD). Initially, she was in charge of
relationships with civil society organisations where she spent 4 years, dealing with case analysis,
granting of subsidies and monitoring of activities. Then she spent 4 years advising the Belgian Minister
for Cooperation on policy of non-governmental cooperation, development education and gender.
Then, over 3 years, she acted as the Deputy Director of Non-Governmental Cooperation at the Belgian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Since September 2014, she is responsible for the DGD's world citizenship
unit.

Ms. Mara Coppens
Directorate-General for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid (DGD), Belgium

 

Workshop 3: Global Education and Digitalisation 
 

Jan Verschueren coordinates the governmental program on Global Citizenship Education (GCE), called
Kruit, a program implemented by the Belgian Development Agency. The program aims to support,
inspire and interconnect all relevant actors in the formal education sector on GCE, with a strong focus
on anchoring and mainstreaming GCE within a whole-school approach. Jan studied Social Pedagogy
and gained an additional master in Cultures & Development Studies.

Mr. Jan Verschueren
Kruit Program Coordinator, Belgian Development Agency

In 2018, Koen Timmers was announced as one of the best teachers globally by Bill Gates as part of the
Global Teacher Prize. He is Executive Director of TAG inc., a 501(c3) non-profit registered in USA
(Florida) and is a lecturer and researcher at the Teacher Training Department at PXL university college
Hasselt. In 2015, he launched the Kakuma project in which 400 educators across 6 continents offer
free education to African refugees via Skype. In 2020 he built his own 2 schools in the camp in
partnership with UN Refugees Agency. He also launched several global educational projects focusing
on several UN Sustainable Development Goals including the Climate Action Project involving 2.6 million
students and teachers across 140 countries which were supported by the Dalai Lama, HM Queen
Elizabeth, Charlize Theron, UNESCO, WWF, NASA, Amnesty International, Greenpeace, scientists,
National Geographic, etc. These projects were covered by (national) media across 45 countries. Koen
developed Innovation Lab schools in Tanzania, Kenya, Palestine and in collaboration with several
organizations including Dr. Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots. The labs aim to offer free quality education
to hundreds of thousands of students. This project involves a new curriculum focusing on the UN
Sustainable Development Goals. 

Mr. Koen Timmers
Lecturer, Researcher | Executive Director, TAG inc.
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http://www.projectkakuma.com/
http://www.climate-action.info/
http://innovationsdglab.com/


Workshop 4: Aligning Global Education and Awareness-Raising

After studying political science, Mehdi Achour worked in NGOs on volunteership and development
education programs. He joined the French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs in 2018. Among his
responsibilities is the Ministry’s Global Education portfolio – called Education for Development and
International Solidarity (EADSI). Mehdi’s work involves strengthening the capacity of NGOs in this field,
as well as the grant applications submitted to the AFD (Agence Française de Développement).

Mr. Mehdi Achour
Editor, Partnerships and Civil Society Department, 
French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs

Jean-Marc Delaunay is the coordinator of the Festival of Solidarities. The Festival supports the values of
a solidarity that is open to the world and to others: anyone can join the movement and help to build
solidarity in a village, district, country, or even the world, in order to promote a plethora of united
alternatives to the current situation. Street entertainment, games, screenings, debates, exhibitions,
shared meals, solidarity marches, concerts, shows, workshops: the wide range of events means all
types of people can be reached and awareness raised in a festive and convivial setting.

Mr. Jean-Marc Delaunay
Coordinator, Festival of Solidarities

The work of the Global Education Network Europe (GENE) is funded by the European Union, and by the following ministries and agencies: Austrian Development Agency and the Ministry of Education, Science and Research, Austria; Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation, Belgium; Ministry of Education, Culture Sport and Youth, Cyprus; Czech Development Agency and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Estonia;
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland; Agence Française de Développement and the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, France; Engagement Global, with funding from the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development,
Germany; Irish Aid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Ireland; Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, Luxembourg; Ministry of Education and Employment, Malta; Ministry of Education, Montenegro; Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Camões – Institute for Cooperation and Language, Portugal; Slovak Agency for International Development Cooperation, Slovakia; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia.

www.gene.eu                                    secretariat@gene.eu
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A strategic thinker and communicator developing and bringing meaningful contents through
conferences, defining communication strategies, speech writing, editorial strategy and teaching. Her
previous experiences involved work in the corporate world, communication agency as well as
nonprofits. 

Ms. Caroline Castaing
Head of Outreach and General Communications, Communications Department, 
AFD - Agence Française de Développement

Workshop Facilitators

https://www.facebook.com/GENEGlobalEducation
https://twitter.com/geneglobaled
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gene_globaled

