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Concerned Catholics Tasmania Inc. 

25 May 2022 

The Editors 

Catholic Standard 

35 Tower Road 

New Town 7008  

Attention: Chris Ryan, Executive Director Archdiocese of Hobart 

Alex Sidhu, Private Secretary to Archbishop Porteous 

Dear Sirs 

Catholic Standard “Exposing the ‘modern green religion’” 

I write on behalf of Concerned Catholics Tasmania (CCT) and many of its members and supporters 

to draw your attention to the objections we share regarding the publication of the article entitled 

“Exposing the ‘modern green religion’” in the Catholic Standard Volume 9 Issue 4 without 

qualification. 

The reasons are these: 

1 This abstract can be found on the Amazon website, 
 

HEAVEN AND HELL: The Pope condemns the poor to eternal poverty Paperback – 1 October 

2015 

by Ian Plimer (Author) 

Paperback 

$29.95  

The Encylical (sic) Letter of Pope Francis Laudato Si "care for our common home" was 

influenced by atheists, communists and green activists.  The Pope advocates burdening the 

Third World with inefficient unreliable high cost renewable energy and agriculture thereby 

keeping the poor in eternal poverty.  Only when Third World children can do homework at 

night using cheap coal-fired electricity can they escape from poverty.  Looking purely at the 
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science rather than the theology, Ian Plimer shows the failure of the current Pope in his 

understanding of the real issues affecting poverty, especially in Third World countries. 

If that abstract is accurate, then Professor Plimer is making a direct criticism of our Pope 

Francis’s teaching Laudato Si, implying that the Pope is oblivious to issues affecting the poor.  

While he is entitled to his opinion, I do not see why what he says and writes should be given 

free rein in a Catholic Church publication, especially without qualification.  Even more so 

when our Archbishop has prevented others from publishing material in the Catholic Standard 

because, as he has put it, that publication is the “principle (sic) source of information 

regarding official Church teaching”. 

2 Given the Professor’s track record (see https://www.presscouncil.org.au/document/1782-
complainant-18 ), it is disgraceful that such scurrilous opinions were published without any 
qualification. 

 
3 The Nuremberg defence is a discredited one.  Your publication of this material, from an 

unscrupulous and discredited critic of the Holy Father, has facilitated its disemination and, 
by implication, supported it. 

 

On behalf of CCT, its members and supporters, I ask that this letter of objection be published in the 

next edition of the Catholic Standard.  At the very least, there should be a statement apologising for 

any offence caused by this article and stating clearly that the views expressed are not those of the 

Archdiocese of Hobart. 

In any event, this letter will be circulated to members and supporters and posted on the CCT 

website. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Kim Chen 

Chairman Concerned Catholics Tasmania Inc. 
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