May 12,2022

To:  Premier of British Columbia, John Horgan
Premier of Alberta, Jason Kenney
Premier of Manitoba, Heather Stefanson
Premier of New Brunswick, Blaine Higgs
Premier of Newfoundland, Andrew Furey
Premier of Nova Scotia, Tim Houston
Premier of Ontario, Doug Ford
Premier of Prince Edward Island, Dennis King
Premier of Québec, Francois Legault
Premier of Saskatchewan, Scott Moe

C.C.: Minister of Public Safety, Marco Mendicino

Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, Sean Fraser
Prime Minister of Canada, Justin Trudeau

Re: Request to stop the incarceration of immigration detainees in provincial jails

We are lawyers and legal representatives, as well as academic scholars with expertise in migration
law and policy, refugee protection, human rights, prison law and policy, and criminology, from
across Canada. We are joined by organizations working in these areas. We are writing to add our
voices to the demand for an end to the incarceration of immigration detainees.

As you know, over the past several years, the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) has
detained tens of thousands of non-Canadian citizens under the Immigration and Refugee Protection
Act, most commonly because authorities believe they may not appear for an immigration or
refugee proceeding. Immigration detainees include families and children, refugee claimants
fleeing traumatic experiences and persecution, and persons with mental health conditions.
Individuals from communities of colour are disproportionately represented in immigration
detention and may face more restrictive conditions of confinement. Despite the non-criminal and
purportedly non-punitive nature of immigration detention, many immigration detainees experience
the most restrictive forms of incarceration in the country — including maximum security provincial
jails and solitary confinement — and they do so without end in sight because Canada does not have
a legislative cap on the length of time immigration detainees can be held.

We are gravely concerned that there are no laws or regulations governing when and under what
circumstances an immigration detainee can be transferred to, and incarcerated in, a provincial jail.
Instead, these vital decisions regarding immigration detainees’ residual liberty rights are within
the discretion of CBSA, which remains the only major law enforcement agency in Canada without
independent civilian oversight. CBSA’s decisions regarding where immigration detainees are
incarcerated appear to be implemented in an ad hoc, inconsistent, and even discriminatory manner.
Immigration detainees are rarely given any notice that they are going to be transferred to a jail;



they are provided with no disclosure of any evidence used to inform the transfer decision; they
often receive no written reasons for why the transfer occurred; and they cannot challenge these
decisions at detention review hearings. From one day to the next, a person fleeing to this country
to seek safety could be wearing a prison jumpsuit behind bars in a maximum-security facility.

We are alarmed by what appear to be CBSA’s arbitrary detention practices and we are committed
to seeking substantial reform at the federal level. We are equally concerned that provincial
authorities would agree to incarcerate anyone in a provincial jail for purely administrative matters
under immigration law. There is no valid legal reason to justify such placements, and indeed, this
practice is contrary to international law. This practice is particularly shocking when applied to
immigration detainees who have a pre-existing mental health condition or disability. There is no
legal basis on which to subject immigration detainees to criminal punishment, and yet immigration
detainees in provincial jails are regularly handcuffed, shackled, endure lockdowns and constant
surveillance, and even solitary confinement.

The conditions immigration detainees face in many provincial jails are profoundly disturbing. The
data from medical literature and research is clear that immigration detention can cause serious
harm, particularly when incarceration is prolonged and without end in sight. Immigration detainees
can develop anxiety, depression, despair, psychological distress, psychosis, catatonic withdrawal,
self-harm and suicidal ideation. The mental-health impacts of detention are so severe that even a
relatively short hold in detention can be devastating to the mind and cause long-term — and
sometimes permanent — damage. Immigration detainees experience these harms no matter where
they are held, but the research has long confirmed that detainees are affected most acutely when
they are held in jails.

In a scathing recent report, Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International called on authorities
to acknowledge and address systemic racism within CBSA and the immigration detention system.
The report raises serious concerns about the fact that immigration detainees from racialized
communities, and in particular Black men, are confined in more restrictive conditions and for more
prolonged periods of time. According to CBSA data, in 2019 most immigration detainees held for
90 days or longer were from countries in Africa or the Caribbean. And the longer people were
detained, the more likely they were to be incarcerated in provincial jails rather than dedicated
immigration detention facilities. Because there are no legal time limits on immigration detention,
detainees may languish in jail for months or years.

Following the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, immigration detainees were released at
unprecedented rates. However, those who remained behind bars have been subjected to harsher
conditions: in the year following the onset of the pandemic, CBSA has relied more heavily on
provincial jails to incarcerate immigration detainees — doubling the portion of detainees held in

those facilities as compared to the years before the pandemic — and the average length of detention
also doubled.

Detention under the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act is a strictly federal domain; there is
no requirement for provincial authorities to be involved or to provide jail cells for immigration
detainees. But provincial involvement in this practice makes provincial authorities complicit in the
human rights abuses immigration detainees endure in their facilities. In fact, in a 2016 decision,


https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/06/17/canada-abuse-discrimination-immigration-detention

the Ontario Superior Court found that the province was jointly and severally liable with the federal
government for the treatment of immigration detainees in the province’s jails.

We call on provincial governments to bring an end to this harmful practice immediately. We urge
you to cancel the federal-provincial agreement that permits the incarceration of immigration
detainees in provincial jails, and in the interim, during the one-year cancellation notice period, to
immediately stop accepting transfers of any immigration detainees to these facilities.

We would be very pleased to meet with you soon to discuss these concerns, and look forward to
your prompt reply.

Yours sincerely,

1. Lloyd Axworthy, Former Foreign Minister, Chair of World Refugee and
Migration Council

2. Allan Rock, President Emeritus and Professor of Law, Faculty of Law,
University of Ottawa

3. Efrat Arbel, Associate Professor, Peter A. Allard School of Law, University of
British Columbia, Member of the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

4. Audrey Macklin, Director, Centre for Criminology & Sociolegal Studies,
Professor of Law and Chair in Human Rights, University of Toronto (Toronto,

ON)

5. Tom Engel, President, Canadian Prison Law Association, Member of the Bar of
Alberta (Edmonton, AB)

6. Dr. El Jones, Department of Political and Canadian Studies, Mount Saint
Vincent University (Halifax, NS)

7. Adelina Iftene, Assistant Professor, Schulich School of Law, Associate Director,
Health Law Institute, Dalhousie University (Halifax, NS)

8. Colin Grey, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, Queen’s University, Member of
the Law Society of Upper Canada (Kingston, ON)

9. Gail Super, Assistant Professor, Sociology, University of Toronto Mississauga

(Toronto, ON)

10. Randall Kent Cohn, Barrister & Solicitor, Edelmann & Co. Law Offices,
Member of the Bar of British Columbia and the State Bar of Washington
(Vancouver, BC)

11.  Jennifer Metcalfe, Executive Director, Prisoners’ Legal Service, Member of the
Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

12. Shauna Labman, Associate Professor Human Rights, Global College, University
of Winnipeg, Member of the Bar of Manitoba (Winnipeg, MB)

13. Debra Parkes, Professor & Chair in Feminist Legal Studies, Peter A. Allard
School of Law, University of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

14.  Jamie Chai Yun Liew, Director, Institute of Feminist and Gender Studies,
University of Ottawa (Ottawa, ON)
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Francois Crépeau, Professor, Faculty of Law, McGill University, Member of the
Barreau du Québec (Montréal, QC)

Robert Russo, Lecturer, Peter A. Allard School of Law, University of British
Columbia, Member of the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Antje Ellermann, Professor of Political Science and Director, Centre for
Migration Studies, University of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Mitchell Goldberg, Barrister & Solicitor, Former President of the Canadian
Association of Refugee Lawyers, and Member of the Barreau du Québec
(Montréal, QC)

Delphine Nakache, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa
(Ottawa, ON)

Sean Rehaag, Director, Centre for Refugee Studies, Associate Professor,
Osgoode Hall Law School, York University (Toronto, ON)

Lisa Kerr, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, Queen's University (Kingston,
ON)

Erica Olmstead, Barrister & Solicitor, Edelmann & Co. Law Offices, Adjunct
Professor, Peter A. Allard School of Law, University of British Columbia,
Member of the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Benjamin Perryman, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, University of New
Brunswick, Member of the Bar of Ontario and the Bar of Nova Scotia
(Fredericton, NB)

Dorab Colah, Barrister & Solicitor, Safe Harbour Immigration Law, Member of
the Bar of Alberta and the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Kathryn Ferreira, Director, Queen’s Prison Law Clinic, Queen’s University,
Member of the Bar of Ontario (Kingston, ON)

Paul Quick, Barrister & Solicitor, Queen’s Prison Law Clinic, Queen’s
University, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Kingston, ON)

John Luscombe, Barrister & Solicitor, Queen’s Prison Law Clinic, Queen’s
University, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Kingston, ON)

Asaf Rashid, Barrister & Solicitor, Asaf Rashid Law, Member of the Bar of Nova
Scotia (Halifax/kjipuktuk, NS)

Jeffrey Hartman, Barrister & Solicitor, Hartman Law Prison Lawyers, Member
of the Bar of Ontario and the Bar of British Columbia (London, ON)

Nicholas Blenkinsop, Barrister & Solicitor, Community Legal Assistance
Services for Saskatoon Inner City Inc. (CLASSIC), Member of the Bar of
Saskatchewan (Saskatoon, SK)

Chantelle Johnson, Executive Director, Community Legal Assistance Services
for Saskatoon Inner City Inc. (CLASSIC), Member of the Bar of Saskatchewan
(Saskatoon, SK)

Jared Will, Barrister & Solicitor, Jared Will and Associates, Member of Bar of
Ontario, the Barreau du Québec, and the State Bar of New York (Toronto, ON)
Joshua Blum, Barrister & Solicitor, Jared Will and Associates, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
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Esther Lexchin, Barrister & Solicitor, Jared Will and Associates, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Reni Chang, Barrister & Solicitor, Jared Will & Associates, Member of the Bar
of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

1dil Atak, Associate Professor, Department of Criminology and Lincoln
Alexander School of Law, Toronto Metropolitan University (Toronto, ON)
Sheila Wildeman, Associate Professor, Schulich School of Law, Dalhousie
University (Halifax, NS)

Me Pierre-Olivier Marcoux, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Barreau du
Québec (Montréal, QC)

Sarah Turnbull, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Legal Studies,
University of Waterloo (Waterloo, ON)

Raymond Lo, Barrister & Solicitor, Lo & Associates, Member of the Law Society
of Ontario (Richmond Hill, ON)

Kim Rygiel, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and the
Balsillie School of International Affairs, Wilfrid Laurier University (Waterloo,
ON)

Emma Halpern, Executive Director, Elizabeth Fry Society of Mainland Nova
Scotia, Member of the Bar of Nova Scotia (Halifax, NS)

1dil Abdillahi, Assistant Professor, School of Disability Studies, Toronto
Metropolitan University (Toronto, ON)

Heélene Mayrand, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Sherbrooke
(Sherbrooke, QC)

Julien Labrie-Masse, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Barreau du Québec
(Montréal, QC)

Molly Joeck, Barrister & Solicitor, Edelmann & Co, PhD candidate, University
of British Columbia, Member of the Law Society of British Columbia
(Vancouver, BC)

Asha Kaushal, Assistant Professor, Peter A. Allard School of Law, University of
British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Jouman El-Asmar, Barrister & Solicitor, El-Asmer Legal, Member of the
Barreau du Québec, Member of the Bar of Alberta (Edmonton, AB)

Léa Benoit, Barrister & Solicitor, Gomberg Dalfen SENC, Member of the
Barreau du Québec, (Montréal, QC)

Alex Neve, Senior Fellow, Graduate School of Public and International Affairs,
University of Ottawa, Adjunct Professor, Faculties of Law, University of Ottawa
and Dalhousie University, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Ottawa, ON)

Meghan McDermott, Barrister & Solicitor and Policy Director, BC Civil
Liberties Association, Member of the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)
David Paterson, Barrister & Solicitor, Paterson Law Olffice, Member of the Bar
of British Columbia (Surrey, BC)

Kristina Cooke, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Ottawa,
ON)
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Samira Salem, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Barreau du Québec,
Member of 'AQAADI (association québécoise des avocats et avocates en droit
de l'immigration) (Montréal, QC)

Me Samuel McAuliffe, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Barreau du Québec
(Montréal, QC)

Grace Pastine, Litigation Director of the BC Civil Liberties Association,
Member of the Bar of British Columbia and the State Bar of Oregon (Vancouver,
BC)

Me Odette Desjardins, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Barreau du Québec
(Montréal, QC)

Me Alima Racine, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Barreau du Québec
(Montreéal, QC)

Peter Showler, Director (ret.), the Refugee Forum, Human Rights Research and
Education Centre, Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa (Ottawa, ON)

Asad Kiyani, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Victoria,
Member of the Bar of Ontario (Victoria, BC)

Ellen Bolger, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of British Columbia and
the Bar of Yukon (Vancouver, BC)

Sue Brown, Barrister & Solicitor, Director of Advocacy & Policy, Justice for
Girls (Vancouver, BC)

Emilie Coyle, Executive Director, The Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry
Societies, Member of the Bar of Nova Scotia (Ottawa, ON)

Me Stéphanie Valois, Barrister & Solicitor, President of AQAADI (association
québécoise des avocats et avocates en droit de l'immigration), (Montréal, QC)
Dan Bohbot, Barrister & Solicitor, Board Member of the AQAADI executive
(association québécoise des avocats et avocates en droit de l'immigration),
Member of the Barreau du Québec (Montréal, QC)

Carly Peddle, Barrister & Solicitor, Henein Hutchison LLP, Member of the Bar
of Ontario and the Bar of British Columbia (Toronto, ON)

Karen O'Connor Coulter, Retired Barrister & Solicitor, (Vancouver, BC)
Eileen Myrdahl, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of British Columbia
(Vancouver, BC)

Fadi Yachoua, Barrister & Solicitor, Yachoua Law Corporation, Member of the
Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Lily Tekle, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Hamilton, ON)
Me Sabine Venturelli, Barrister & Solicitor, designated representative, Member
of Barreau du Québec (Montréal, QC)

Krisha Kaur Dhaliwal, Barrister & Solicitor, Larlee Rosenberg Barristers &
Solicitors, Member of the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Nicole Barrett, Director, International Justice & Human Rights Clinic and
Assistant Professor of Teaching, Peter A. Allard School of Law, University of
British Columbia, Member of the Bar of British Columbia and the State Bar of
New York (Vancouver, BC)
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Grigor Grigorian, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario
(Mississauga, ON)

Stephanie Talbot, Licensed Paralegal, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Brooke Sharp, Licensed Paralegal, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Hamilton,
ON)

Raji Mangat, Executive Director, West Coast LEAF, Member of the Bar of
Ontario and the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Sarah O'Leary, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of British Columbia
(Vancouver, BC)

Andrew Robb, Barrister & Solicitor, Disability Law Clinic, Member of the Bar of
British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Julie Chamagne, Executive Director, Halifax Refugee Clinic (Halifax, NS)
Lorne Waldman C.M., Barrister & Solicitor, Larlee Rosenberg Barrister &
Solicitors, Former President of the Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers,
Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Coline Bellefleur, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Barreau du Québec
(Montréal, QC)

Erin Simpson, Barrister & Solicitor, Landings LLP, Member of the Bar of
Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Warda Shazadi Meighen, Barrister & Solicitor Landings LLP, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Jackie Swaisland, Barrister & Solicitor, Landings LLP, Member of the Bar of
Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Amanda Aziz, Barrister & Solicitor, Migrant Workers Centre, Member of the Bar
of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Maureen Silcoff, Barrister & Solicitor, Former President of the Canadian
Association of Refugee Lawyers, Adjunct Professor at the Lincoln Alexander
School of Law, Toronto Metropolitan University, Member of the Bar of Ontario
(Toronto, ON)

Megan R. Ellis, Barrister & Solicitor, Megan Ellis & Company, Member of the
Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

John Norquay, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Keith MacMillan, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario
(Hamilton, ON)

Aviva Basman, Barrister & Solicitor, President, Canadian Association of
Refugee Lawyers, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Anthony Navaneelan, Barrister & Solicitor, Vice-President, Canadian
Association of Refugee Lawyers, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
Adam Bercovitch Sadinsky, Barrister & Solicitor, Silcoff Shacter, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
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Claire Houkayem, Barrister & Solicitor, A & C Law Firm LLP, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Ottawa, ON)

Jonathan Fedder, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Lorna Fadden, Barrister & Solicitor, Fadden Law, Member of the Bar of British
Columbia and Member of the Yukon Bar (Penticton, BC)

Mara Veneman, former Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the California State
Bar (Squamish, BC)

Ajith Thiyagalingam, Barrister & Solicitor, Community Legal Clinic of York
Region, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Jatin Shory, Barrister & Solicitor, Shory Law, Member of the Bar of Alberta
(Calgary, AB)

Ben Liston, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
Aisling Bondy, Barrister & Solicitor, Bondy Immigration Law, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Karima Karmali, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Ottawa,
ON)

Hilary Evans Cameron, Assistant Professor, Lincoln Alexander School of Law,
Toronto Metropolitan University, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
Kes Posgate, Barrister & Solicitor, Battista Smith Migration Law Group,
Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Darcy Golden, Barrister & Solicitor, Immigration and Refugee Legal Clinic,
Member of the Bar of British Columbia (Victoria, BC)

Mary E.E. Boyce, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Anca Radu, Barrister & Solicitor, Legal Aid Ontario, Member of the Law Society
of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Talia Joundi, Barrister & Solicitor, LLM candidate, Osgoode Hall Law School,
York University, Member of the Bar of Ontario and the Bar California State Bar
(Toronto, ON)

Min Baek, Barrister & Solicitor, Immigration and Refugee Legal Clinic, Member
of the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Andrew Brouwer, Barrister & Solicitor, Legal Aid Ontario, Member of the Bar
of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Sharalyn Jordan, Associate Professor, Simon Fraser University (Surrey, BC)
Aidan Campbell, Barrister & Solicitor, Edelmann & Co, Member of the Bar of
British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

El-Farouk Khaki (he/him), reverend, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of
Ontario and the Bar of British Columbia, (Toronto, ON)

Christopher L. Ghirardi, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of British
Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Laura Best, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of British Columbia and
the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
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Sarah L. Boyd, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Max Berger, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
Robert Hughes, Barrister & Solicitor, Out/Law Immigration, Member of the Bar
of BC (New Westminster, BC)

Alyssa Manning, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Thiago Buchert, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Nova Scotia

(K jipuktuk/Halifax, NS)

Benjamin L. Berger, Professor and York Research Chair in Pluralism and Public
Law, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Member of the Bar of British
Columbia and the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Kate Webster, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario and the State
Bar of New York (Toronto, ON)

Heather Neufeld, Barrister & Solicitor, Heather Neufeld Law, Member of the
Bar of Ontario and the California State Bar (Ottawa, ON)

Anne-Rachelle Boulanger, Barrister & Solicitor, Jared Will and Associates,
Member of the Law Society of Ontario and the State Bar of New York (Toronto,
ON)

Lorraine Roche, Barrister & Solicitor, Lorraine Roche Law (Criminal), Member
of the Bar of British Columbia (Victoria, BC)

Suzan Ilcan, Professor, University of Waterloo (Waterloo, ON)

Spyridon Kotsovilis, Assistant Professor (Teaching Stream), University of
Toronto (Mississauga, ON)

Chris Veeman, Barrister & Solicitor, Veeman Law, Member of the Bar of
Saskatchewan (Saskatoon, SK)

Sheila Wildeman, Associate Professor of Law, Dalhousie University & Co-
Chair, East Coast Prison Justice Society (Halifax, NS)

Richard Wazana, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Raoul Boulakia, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Gregory Willoughby, Barrister & Solicitor, Only Immigration, Member of the
Bar of Ontario, (London, ON)

Jyoti Haeusler, Barrister & Solicitor, McDougall Gauley LLP, Member of the
Bar of Saskatchewan (Regina, SK)

John Walter Petrykanyn, Barrister & Solicitor, Petrykanyn Cullen LLP, Member
of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Lara Green, Barrister & Solicitor, North Star Immigration Law Inc., Member of
the Bar of British Columbia (Victoria, BC)

Hanna Gros, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
Samer Muscati, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)
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Julia Sande, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
Sandra Ka Hon Chu, Barrister & Solicitor, Co-Executive Director, HIV Legal
Network, Member of the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

India Annamanthadoo, Policy Analyst, HIV Legal Network, Member of the Bar
of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Mikhail Golichenko, Senior Policy Analyst, HIV Legal Network, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Jacqueline Bonisteel, Barrister & Solicitor, Corporate Immigration Law Firm,
Member of the Bar of Ontario (Ottawa, ON)

Tamara Mosher-Kuczer, Barrister & Solicitor, Capelle Kane Immigration
Lawyers, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Ottawa, ON)

Barbara Jackman, Barrister & Solicitor, Jackman & Associates, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Jacqueline Bart, Barrister & Solicitor, BartLAW LLP, Member of the Bar of
Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Patricia Cullen, Barrister & Solicitor, Petrykanyn Cullen LLP, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Raoul David Wieland, Barrister & Solicitor, Gerami Law PC, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Ottawa, ON)

Maria Deanna P. Santos, Barrister & Solicitor, Santos Law Office, Member of
the Bar of Ontario (Markham, ON)

Mario D. Bellissimo, Barrister & Solicitor, Bellissimo Law Group, Member of
the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Jessica Templeman, PhD candidate, York University, Senior Legal Research and
Writing Advisor, Bellissimo Law Group (Toronto, ON)

Marina Sedai, Barrister & Solicitor, Sedai Law Office, Member of the Bar of
British Columbia (Surrey, BC)

Kamaljit Kaur Lehal, Barrister & Solicitor, Lehal Law Corporation, Member of
the Bar of British Columbia (Delta, BC)

Ammad Anwar, Barrister & Solicitor, Anwar & Riou Law Office, Member of the
Bar of Saskatchewan (Unity, SK)

Betsy Kane C.S., Barrister & Solicitor, Capelle Kane Immigration Lawyers,
Member of the Bar of Ontario (Ottawa, ON)

Joanna Berry, Barrister & Solicitor, Professor at Humber College, Member of
the Bar of Ontario (Fort Erie, ON)

Laura Chaves Paz, Barrister & Solicitor, Chaves Paz Legal, Member of the Bar
of Ontario (Ottawa, ON)

Noa Mendelson Aviv, Executive Director & General Counsel, Canadian Civil
Liberties Association (Toronto, ON)

William Macintosh, Barrister & Solicitor, Macintosh Law, Member of the Bar of
British Columbia (Sechelt, BC)

Pantea Jafari, Barrister & Solicitor, Jafari Law, Member of the Bar of Ontario
(Toronto, ON)
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Pranav Patel, Barrister & Solicitor, President Canada India Bar Council,
Founding Member, Canadian Immigration Lawyers Association, Member of the
Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Ravi Jain, Barrister & Solicitor, Jain Immigration Law, Member of the Bar of
Ontario, Initiator and Co-Founder, Canadian Immigration Lawyers Association,
Past Chair, Canadian Bar Association Immigration Section (Toronto, ON)

Will Tao, Barrister & Solicitor, Heron Law Olffices, Member of the Bar of British
Columbia (Burnaby, BC)

Barbara Jo (BJ) Caruso, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario
(Toronto, ON)

Yasmina Benihoud, Lawyer, Member of the Barreau du Québec and Barreau de
Paris

Nicolas Simard-Lafontaine, Lawyer, Avocats Galileo Partners Inc., Member of
the Barreau du Québec (Montréal, QC)

Lisa Middlemiss, Barrister & Solicitor, Vice-Chair, Canadian Bar Association
National Immigration Law Section, Barreau du Québec (Montréal, QC)

Kyle Hyndman, Barrister & Solicitor, Chair, Canadian Bar Association National
Immigration Law Section, Member of the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver,
BC)

John Abrams, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Hamilton,
ON)

Annie Chen, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)
Laura Schemitsch, Barrister & Solicitor, Race & Company LLP, Member of the
Law Society of British Columbia (Whistler, BC)

Cindy Switzer, Barrister & Solicitor, Maynard Kischer Stojicevic, Member of the
Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)

Wennie Lee, Barrister & Solicitor, Lee & Company, Member of the Bar of
Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Andrea Baldwin, Barrister & Solicitor, Barteaux Labour & Employment
Lawyers Inc., Member of Bar of Nova Scotia (Halifax, NS)

Robin Seligman, Barrister & Solicitor, Past Chair of the Canadian Bar
Association National Immigration Law Section and Ontario Bar Association
Immigration Law Section, Adjunct Professor, Western University Law School,
Certified Specialist Immigration Law LSO (Toronto, ON)

Catherine A Sas QC, Barrister & Solicitor, Sas & Ing Immigration Law Centre,
Past Chair of the Canadian Bar Association National Immigration Law Section,
Canadian Bar Association BC Provincial Immigration Law Section, and
International Bar Association Immigration and Nationality Law Committee
(Vancouver, BC)

Hanaa Al Sharief, Barrister & Solicitor, Barteaux Labour & Employment
Lawyers Inc., Member of the Bar of Nova Scotia (Halifax, NS)

Subodh Bharati, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)
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178.

179.
180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

Yomna Khatib, Barrister & Solicitor, Senior Associate, KPMG Law, Member of
the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Cory Wanless, Lawyer, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto, ON)

Charlotte Cass, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Marianne Lithwick, Barrister & Solicitor, Lithwick Law, Executive Member of
the Refugee Lawyers Association of Ontario, Member of the Bar of Ontario
(Toronto, ON)

Julie Beauchamp, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario
(Toronto,ON)

Lisa Harris, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of British Columbia
(Vancouver, BC)

Mara Selanders, Barrister & Solicitor and Staff Counsel (Policy), BC Civil
Liberties Association, Member of the Bar of British Columbia (Vancouver, BC)
Connie Nakatsu, Barrister & Solicitor, Member of the Bar of Ontario (Toronto,
ON)

Organizational endorsements:
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9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

HIV & AIDS Legal Clinic Ontario (HALCO)

BC Poverty Reduction Coalition

Canadian Immigration Lawyers Association (CILA) / L’Association
Canadienne des Avocats en Immigration (ACAI)
Landings LLP

Westcoast LEAF (Legal Education and Action Fund)
SWAN Vancouver Society

East Coast Prison Justice Society

HIV Legal Network

Centre for Gender & Sexual Health Equity

British Columbia Civil Liberties Association
Kinbrace Refugee Housing & Support

Justice For Girls

Canadian Civil Liberties Association

The Immigration and Refugee Legal Clinic

Heron Law Offices

16. Arenous Foundation
17. Living in Community

18.
19.
20.
21.

Migrante BC

Rainbow Refugee

Canadian Bar Association National Immigration Law Section
Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers



