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About this Map and Guide: 
The First Edition of this Map and Guide was produced in 
the fall of 2009 as part of Mark Sudak’s Eagle Scout 
Project. Mark and the members of Troop 24 Dobbs Ferry 
developed a system of trails throughout the Juhring Estate 
and blazed the trails with distinctive white, blue, red and 
yellow paint blazes. A log footbridge was constructed over 
the small stream, which forms the headwaters of Wickers 
Creek.  Paint and painting supplies for blazes were 
generously furnished by Reader’s Hardware of Dobbs 
Ferry, NY.  Lumber and fasteners for the footbridge were 
furnished, at cost, by Torre Lumber of Yonkers, NY. Trail 
mapping was accomplished by use of existing topographic 
maps, compass, measuring wheel, GPS and satellite 
image overlay.  Circa 2010, portions of the White Trail as 
well as the red-blazed Summit Terrace were refurbished 
by Eagle Scout Alex De La Garza and members of Troop 
3, Ardsley. 
 
The Second Edition of this guide was produced in 2015, 
for Nicholas Saraceni as part of his Eagle Scout Project. 
Nicholas and the Scouts of Troop 24 constructed a new 
0.31m long Ravine Trail in the southeast corner of the 

park, which features a new rustic footbridge over a 
seasonal stream which drains the ravine on the east side 
of the park. In addition, Nick and the Scouts performed 
extensive installation and refurbishment of rustic stairs and 
water bars throughout the entire park trail system. This 
Second edition also featured a new map with 2-foot 
contours. 
 
The Third Edition of this guide was produced in 2015, for 
Jed Katzenstein as part of his Eagle Scout Project. Jed 
and the Scouts of Troop 24 constructed a new 0.47m long 
Purple Trail in the northern section of the park. A short 
connector trail was also constructed to allow shorter loop 
options. In addition to this new trail in the Juhring Estate, 
Jed and the Scouts created a new access trail to the 
Hermit’s Grave in Irvington Woods. 
 
First Edition of this Map and Guide by Stephen M. Sudak, 
with field assistance by Troop 24 Dobbs Ferry, NY 2009. 
Second Edition and revised map by Stephen M. Sudak - 
Summer, 2015.  Third Edition and revised map by Stephen 
M. Sudak - Spring 2020. 
 
The Juhring Estate 
The Juhring Estate is a 75-Acre woodland park located in 
the northeast corner of the Village of Dobbs Ferry.  The 
Estate was named for John C. Juhring, a Landscape 
Architect who acquired the property in 1909 and whose 
residence on Belden Avenue was at one time contiguous 
to the current 75-acre parcel. By the early 1960s the land 
was owned by Edward J. Tobin and Reuben Chase, who 
were planning to subdivide the property into building lots. 
In response to public outcry, the village government 
sought grants from the federal and state governments to 
purchase the property as “open space” in 1968. The only 
stipulation that came with the federal and state grants was 
that the land was to remain undeveloped, open and 
available for the public to enjoy.  The Juhring Estate was 
designated as parkland in 1996 and is under the auspices 
of the Dobbs Ferry Recreation Department. (914) 693-
5505.  The Park is open dawn to dusk and offers passive 
recreation including walking, hiking, biking, nature and bird 
study. 
 
Public Access Points: 
There are three public access points to the Juhring Estate: 
Luzern Road gives access to the park via the White trail.  
Briary Road gives access to the park via the Blue Trail.  
Summit Terrace gives access to the park via the Red Trail.  
All three points may be accessed most easily from Briary 
Road as follows:   
 
Luzern Road: 
From Ashford Avenue turn north onto Briary Road and 
follow it uphill for 0.2 miles to Secor Drive.  Turn left on 
Secor Drive and in 0.1 miles turn right on Luzern Road. 
The White Trail trailhead is at the top of Luzern Road. 
There is street parking for 3 or 4 cars. 
 
Briary Road: 
From Ashford Avenue turn north onto Briary Road and 
follow it uphill for 0.2 miles passing Secor Drive on the left. 

About 100 yards beyond Secor Drive, a log gateway - the 
Shirley Elbert Memorial - may be seen straight ahead at 
the edge of the woods. There is street parking here for 
several cars. The south terminus of the blue-blazed Briary 
Road Trail starts at the log gateway. 
 
Summit Terrace: 
From Ashford Avenue turn north onto Briary Road and 
follow it uphill for 0.2 miles passing Secor Drive on the left. 
About 100 yards beyond Secor Drive, at the Shirley Elbert 
Memorial Gateway– turn right onto Heather Way (there is 
no street sign at this corner). Heather Way bears right 
again in a few hundred feet then climbs a steep 
switchback before leveling off and coming to a T- 
intersection with Summit Terrace. Turn left and follow 
Summit Terrace to the end where there is street parking 
for a few cars. The south terminus of the red-blazed 
Summit Terrace Trail is at the end of Summit Terrace. 
 
General Information: 
Stay on marked trails and keep within the boundary of the 
public park. Do not trespass onto private property. Deer 
are abundant throughout the park, as are Deer Ticks, 
which can transmit Lyme disease. Therefore it is prudent 
to conduct a “Tick Check” after returning home from the 
Park.  As of 2015, Coyotes, occasionally in groups, have 
been sighted and can be intimidating to lone walkers and 
small dogs. The Juhring Estate is a Carry-in-carry-out 
Facility, with only one public trash receptacle located at the 
park entrance gate on Briary Road. There are no restroom 
facilities in the park. 
 
About The Trail Blazes: 
Single Blaze: Trail Marker 
Double Blaze:  Indicates trail ahead bears in the direction 

of the upper blaze. 
Triple Blaze: Start / End-Point of a blazed trail 
 

The Trails: 
 
White Trail  
Length: 0.60 Miles  
Blazes: White 
Net Elevation Change: 279 feet 
 
The White Trail was first established and blazed in 2009 
as part of Mark Sudak’s Eagle Scout Project with Dobbs 
Ferry Troop 24. Trail improvements were made in 2011 by 
Alex De La Garza of Troop 3, Ardsley.  Additional 
improvements were made again in 2015 by Nicholas 
Saraceni with Dobbs Ferry Troop 24.  
 
The White Trail is the longest trail in the Juhring Estate, 
traversing the parcel from its southwest corner at Luzern 
Road to the northern terminus of the Yellow Trail just 
below a height of land on a ridge along the eastern edge of 
the park. It is described in that direction. 
 
Beginning at the top of Luzern Road (0.0 miles) the trail 
enters the woods through a gap in an old, stone, wall and 
in 50’ turns sharp right onto an old road. The road climbs 

uphill at a gentle grade for 100 yards passing an old 
graded driveway on the right. Continuing straight ahead on 
the White Trail, the grade moderates and in 200 feet a 
height of land is reached. On the right the ruins of and old 
structure may be observed with the edge of an old 
concrete foundation just to the right of the footpath. Here 
the road ends and becomes a level grassy foot trail for 
about 75 yards before descending at a moderate grade 
down through open woods. After a slight rise, the trail 
swings left following an old graded roadbed, which it 
follows for about 25 yards before swinging right off the 
graded embankment and descending some log stairs to a 
junction with the Blue blazed Briary Road Trail at 0.2 
miles. At this junction the White Trail bears left, then bends 
right and descends for about 30 yards down a series of log 
steps to level ground losing about 20 feet in elevation. The 
trail continues on the level for about 20 yards to a junction 
with the Red-blazed Summit Avenue Trail on the right at 
0.23 miles. Continuing on the level, the White Trail now 
swings left (north) and in about 100 feet comes to a Y-
intersection with the Yellow Trail straight ahead. Bearing 
right at this junction, the White Trail contours around the 
side of a hill along an old graded roadbed for about 0.1 
miles. At 0.36 miles the White Trail passes thru some cut 
logs, then turns sharp left and begins a steady climb up 
the side of a hill on a series of log steps for about 200 feet 
before for leveling out and reaching a junction at 0.4 miles. 
The trail to the right is the south terminus of the orange-
blazed Ravine Trail. Passing this junction, the white Trail 
proceeds north on the level for a few yards before 
swinging left and descending steeply down a series of log 
steps. A few yards beyond the steps, the trail turns left 
along the south edge of a ravine and in 50 yards, comes to 
a junction at a large hollow tree at 0.46 miles. Here the 
Blue Connector Trail goes straight ahead to the left of the 
tree while the White Trail bears right and climbs quickly up 
a graded path cut onto the west side of the hill to the top of 
a ridge. The trail now turns right and descends steeply 
over some rocks near a fallen tree where it bends left and 
descends to a trail junction at 0.53 miles. The Trail straight 
ahead with orange blazes is the north terminus of the 
Ravine Trail.  The White Trail bears left at this junction 
curving northward around a Vernal Pool in the woods on 
the left (dry in most seasons). The White Trail now climbs 
gently for about 30 yards, passes through a cut in a large 
fallen tree and in 30 more yards ends at a 3-way junction 
at 0.60 miles. Trail straight ahead is the Purple Trail. Trail 
to the left is the Yellow Trail. 
 
Yellow Trail 
Length: 0.33 Miles  
Blazes: Yellow 
Net Elevation Change: 175 feet 
 
The Yellow Trail, including the bridge over Wicker’s Creek 
was constructed in 2009 as part of Mark Sudak’s Eagle 
Scout Project with Dobbs Ferry Troop 24.  
 
The south end of the Yellow Trail begins at a Y 
intersection at about the midpoint of the White Trail. 
Beginning at this junction (0.0 miles) the Yellow Trail goes 
straight north for about 25 feet following along the lower 



edge of an old road embankment on the left before 
swinging right and descending on an old road grade into a 
shallow ravine. At the bottom of the ravine the trail bears 
left and pitches up for a few feet to intersect with another 
old graded roadbed. Now on the level, the Yellow Trail 
turns sharp left then curves gently to the right and starts to 
climb up an old graded path along the edge of a hill. At the 
top of this graded section the trail bears slightly to the right 
and climbs up more steeply for a few yards to level ground 
at the crest of the ridge at 0.15 miles. The trail continues 
fairly level for about 50 feet before bearing left (north) and 
descending towards the south bank of an intermittent 
stream (the headwaters of Wickers Creek). The trail turns 
right along the south bank of the stream and in a few yards 
comes to the south end of a footbridge at a junction with 
the Blue Connector Trail straight ahead. At this junction, 
the Yellow Trail turns left, crosses the stream on the 
footbridge then continues north more or less on the level 
for about 100 feet to the base of a steep section. The 
Yellow Trail now climbs up this steep pitch on a series of 
log steps for about 50 feet before leveling off and 
contouring first to the right then swinging left up a gentle 
grade. At 0.2 miles, the trail swings right and starts a long 
gentle climb in a westerly direction towards the top of a 
ridge.  Just before reaching the top of the ridge, the Yellow 
Trail crosses an old road grade.  (This road grade may be 
followed on the right for about ten yards to an old ruined 
building foundation cut into the top of the hill on the left). 
From the crossing of the road grade the Yellow Trail 
continues west, climbing gently for a few dozen yards to 
the top of the ridge at 0.31 miles. From rock outcrops atop 
this high ridge there are good views west over the Saw Mill 
River Valley towards Ardsley. The Yellow Trail continues 
west, crossing the ridge on the level for a few yards before 
descending down a steep bank on new log steps and 
terminating at a three-way junction at 0.33 miles. Trail left 
is the eastern terminus of the Purple Trail. Trail right is the 
northern terminus of the White Trail. 
 

 
Scouts of Dobbs Ferry Troop 24 construct the bridge over the 
headwaters of Wickers Creek on the Yellow Trail – October 2009 
 
 
 
 

Blue Connector Trail  
Length: 300 feet (0.06 Miles)   
Blazes: Blue 
Elevation Change: 20 feet 
 
The Blue Connector Trail provides a shortcut between the 
log bridge on the Yellow Trail and the White Trail allowing 
for shorter and less strenuous loop walks in the park. It 
was constructed in 2009 as part of Mark Sudak’s Eagle 
Scout Project with Dobbs Ferry Troop 24. 
 
Beginning at the south end of the log bridge over the 
headwaters of Wickers Creek, the Blue Connector Trail 
follows along the south edge of a wet area and in 300 feet 
comes to a junction with the White Trail near a hollow tree.  
A left turn on the White Trail at this junction leads 
northeast 0.15 miles to the northern terminus of the Yellow 
Trail. A right turn on the White Trail leads southwest 0.15 
miles to the southern terminus of the Yellow Trail.  
 
Summit Terrace Trail  
Length: 0.10 Miles 
Blazes: Red 
Elevation Change: 50 feet 
 
The blazing and constructing of log steps on the Summit 
Terrace trail was first completed in 2009 as part of Mark 
Sudak’s Eagle Scout Project with Dobbs Ferry Troop 24. 
In 2011, Alex De La Garza of Troop 3, Ardsley made 
further improvements the trail as part of his Eagle Scout 
project.  
 
Beginning at the south end of Summit Terrace, (0.0 miles) 
the trail enters the woods by passing over the ruins of an 
old stone, wall. The trail is level for a few yards then 
begins a gentle descent for about 50 yards where it turns 
right to follow along the contour of the hill. The trail now 
swings left generally on the level and after passing over 
the remains of another old wall begins a steeper descent 
of about 80 yards before leveling out at the junction with 
the White Trail at 0.1 miles having lost about 50 feet in 
elevation from Summit Terrace. 
 
Briary Road Trail  
Length: 0.15 Miles  
Blazes: Blue 
Elevation Change: 20 feet 
 
The Briary Road Trail was first improved and blazed with 
blue markers in 2009 as part of Mark Sudak’s Eagle Scout 
Project with Dobbs Ferry Troop 24.  
 
The trail starts at the Shirley Elbert Memorial Gateway at 
Briary Road (0.0 miles).  The trail heads straight into the 
woods for 200 feet before bending first to the right and 
then back to the left. 300 feet further the trail again bears 
right passing beside a large fallen tree before swinging left, 
along an old road embankment on the left which it follows 
for about a hundred feet to the junction with the White trail 
at 0.15 miles.  
 
 

Ravine Trail  
Length: 0.31 Miles 
Blazes: Orange 
Net Elevation Change: 189 feet 
 
In the summer of 2015 Nicholas Saraceni led the Scouts of 
Dobbs Ferry Troop 24 in constructing the Ravine Trail as 
part of his Eagle Scout Service Project. The Ravine Trail 
has its start and end points along the White Trail and gives 
access thru the southeastern corner of the park. The route 
offers views of a small pond, a descent into a deep ravine, 
the crossing of a seasonal stream on a new footbridge and 
a long climb up a ridge before rejoining the White Trail. 
The Ravine Trail is blazed with orange markers and is 
described from south to north.  
 
The southern end if the Ravine Trail begins at the top of a 
hill on the White Trail at a point 0.24 miles east of the 
junction with the Yellow Trail. Turning right off the White 
Trail (0.0 miles) and marked with orange blazes, the 
Ravine Trail heads west on the level for 30 yards to a Y-
intersection where it turns right across a grassy section. 
(The unmarked path straight ahead continues a few yards 
to a clearing with some views out across the ravines to the 
north and west).   
After crossing the grassy area, the Ravine Trail begins to 
descend beside a rock outcrop on the left. The trail 
continues a moderate winding descent for about 100 feet 
before leveling off, and then descending again for 200 feet, 
where a small pond begins to come into view on the right.  
Continuing at a gradual descent, the Ravine Trail passes 
to the east of the pond, and at 0.17 miles passes to the left 
of a large fallen tree. The trail continues to descend 
gradually for another 30 feet before leveling off near a 
large tree. Here the trail swings left, ascends slightly for 
100 feet, then turns sharp left around a large tree at 0.13 
miles. Now heading north, the Ravine Trail continues on 
the level for about 100 feet then descends for 70 feet down 
a steep slope on log steps to the marshy floor of the 
ravine. Here the trail continues on the level for 50 feet and 
at 0.18 miles reaches a rustic footbridge over a seasonal 
stream, which drains the ravine in wet seasons.  
After crossing the bridge, the Ravine Trail begins a 
moderately steep climb up a ridge for about 100 feet, 
levels off for about 100 feet then resumes climbing. At 0.22 
miles the trail crosses over some rock cobbles and 
continues to climb along the spine of the ridge with a few 
short breathers before leveling off at 0.23m. Here the trail 
bends right, continues on the level for about 100 feet, then 
swings sharp left and begins climbing steeply for 100 feet 
along the side of the hill to the crest of the ridge. Now 
mostly on the level, the trail rises gently for another 75 feet 
to a small clearing at a height of land at 0.28 miles.  
The Ravine Trail then crosses thru the clearing, on the 
level, for 50 feet, descends gently for 100 feet and ends at 
a junction with the White Trail at 0.31 miles. From this 
junction, a right turn on the White trail leads 60 yards to 
the northern end of the White Trail where it meets the 
northern end of the Yellow Trail and the eastern end of the 
Purple Trail.  
 
 

 
Members of Dobbs Ferry Troop 24 stand on the bridge they constructed 
on the Ravine Trail in 2015. 
 
 
Purple Trail  
Length: 0.46 Miles  
Blazes: Purple 
Net Elevation Change: 230 feet 
 
In the winter of 2018 Jed Katzenstein led the Scouts of 
Dobbs Ferry Troop 24 in the construction of the 0.46-mile 
Purple Trail as part of his Eagle Scout Service Project. The 
Purple Trail has its start and end points along the Yellow 
Trail and gives access thru the northern reaches of the 
Juhring Estate. At its high point, the route offers fine views 
east over the Saw Mill River Valley and the Village of 
Ardsley, and west over the golf course. The Purple Trail is 
blazed with purple markers and is described here from 
west to east. 
 
The west end of the Purple Trail begins at a trail junction 
on the Yellow Trail, several yards north of the footbridge 
over Wickers Creek.  Beginning at this junction (0.0 miles) 
and marked with purple blazes, the Purple Trail climbs a 
gentle slope for a little over a hundred feet towards the 
edge of the Golf Course.  Here, in the woods on the left 
may be seen the remains of a chain link fence “exclosure”. 
Constructed over ten years ago in order to study the effect 
of deer on the forest understory, the exclosure remained 
functioned for several years before being substantially 
crushed by a fallen tree.  
Turning right at the top of the rise, the Purple Trail now 
heads northward, meandering among trees as it skirts the 
east edge of the golf course on the left. At 0.11 miles, the 
Purple trail turns sharp left and in 40 feet comes to a 
junction with a trail on the right blazed with a white dot on 
purple.  This is the Connector Trail, which climbs east up 
the side of the hill and in 80 feet re-connects with the 
Purple Trail at a point 0.09 miles from its eastern terminus  
- thus shortening the Purple Trail loop by nearly ¼ mile. 
 
Continuing north past the junction with the Connector, the 
Purple Trail now descends a steep section for about 130 
feet, crosses a dip in the trail and continues on a slight 
downgrade while bending to the east. After passing thru a 
break in a natural stone wall at 0.22 miles, the trail turns 
south and descends steeply along the edge of a low, 



swampy area on the left. Shortly after passing thru a cut 
log, the Purple Trail climbs out of the low area and onto an 
old graded right-of-way where the marked trail bears right. 
Here the Purple Trail climbs a gentle grade, swings left 
around a large Beech tree at 0.29 miles and climbs again 
to a right turn around a cluster of trees at 0.30 miles. 
Proceeding at moderate grade thru several more 
switchbacks, the Purple Trail reaches the base of a hill at 
0.33 miles. The trail climbs steeply along the hillside for 
about 140 feet, passing beside a rock outcrop on the right. 
Here the trail eases off at the shoulder of the hill, swings 
left, and climbs at a gentle grade for about 60 feet to a T-
intersection where the Purple trail turns sharp left. (The 
trail on the right, blazed with white dot on purple, is the 
Connector trail, which descends west, down the hillside 
and in 80 feet, re-connects with the Purple Trail at a point 
0.13 miles from its western terminus). 
 
From the left turn at the junction, the Purple trail resumes 
climbing, turning left and reaching a height of land at 0.40 
miles. From here there are good winter views east over the 
Saw Mill River Valley and the Village of Ardsley and west 
over the golf course.   
 
From the high point, the Purple trail continues south along 
the ridgeline for about 60 feet before turning east and 
descending gradually to a sharp right turn at the top of a 
steep section at 0.41 miles. The trail descends the side of 
the hill for about 60 feet before leveling off and bearing 
right at 0.43m. From here the trail continues south 
generally on the level for about 170 feet to its eastern 
terminus at 0.46 miles. This point is also the terminus of 
the White and Yellow trails. To return to the east end of the 
Purple Trail, turn right and follow the Yellow Trail West for 
0.14 miles. 
 

 
Scouts of Dobbs Ferry Troop 24 begin construction on the Purple Trail – 
December 2018 
 

The Juhring Estate 
A 75-acre Park in Dobbs Ferry New 
York 
 
• Park hours are Dawn to Dusk  
• No Hunting, Fires or Motorized Vehicles 
• This is a Carry-in, Carry-Out Facility 
• Please stay within the boundary of the public park. 

Do not trespass onto private property 
 

Note: 
Deer are plentiful throughout the park, as are Deer 
Ticks, which are known to carry and transmit Lyme 
disease.  Visitors are strongly advised to check skin and 
clothing as well as their pets for ticks as ticks may be 
carried into the house on clothing and pets. Both should 
be examined carefully, and any ticks that are found 
should be removed. Placing clothes into a dryer on high 
heat effectively kills ticks. 
 
In recent years, Coyotes have been spotted throughout 
the park, occasionally in groups. Visitors are advised 
that Coyotes have been known to threaten, intimidate 
and attack small dogs. Visitors, especially those walking 
the park alone are encouraged to remain alert to their 
surroundings at all times. 
 
Juhring Estate Trails  
(All distances are in Miles)                              
 
Trail Length Blaze       
 
White Trail 0.60 White 
Yellow Trail  0.33 Yellow  
Blue Connector Trail 0.06 Blue 
Summit Terrace Trail  0.10 Red 
Briary Road Trail 0.15 Blue 
Ravine Trail 0.31 Orange 
Purple Trail 0.46 Purple 
 
100-Meter UTM Grid     Contour Interval 2 Feet         
Map fully revised and updated 2020 
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