Waste Prevention and Recycling as the way forward
iInstead of rebuilding the Edmonton incinerator

The Edmonton incinerator in Enfield has been operational since 1971 and is at the end of its life. Rather
than commissioning a new incinerator we argue that emphasis needs to instead be placed on reaching
recycling targets and accelerating North London’s transition to a circular economy. We are living in a
climate emergency and already are seeing some of the severe impacts unfolding. North London needs
to move forward by swiftly doubling down on waste prevention and increasing its recycling rates.
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C Our alternative four action point plan as described further down will:

- Ensure we can meet climate emergency targets by preventing the incineration of the majority of plastics.

- Ensure we reach the London Mayor’s 65% recycling target by 2030 and shift to a 100% circular economy by 2050.

- Create a large income stream for North London from the sales of recycled plastic granules right here at our doorstep.
\ Ensure the historic social and racial injustice of incinerator air pollution in Edmonton comes to an end. -

A better solution for North London to reach existing targets. Our four action point plan will allow
North London to reach 65% recycling by 2030, advance to 85% by 2040 and aspire to zero waste by
2050. Only 280,000 tonnes of residual waste incineration by 2030 would remain that can be dealt with
using existing incineration capacity and landfill, further declining to 120,000 tonnes by 2040 and close to
zero by 2050. A solution aligned with legislative changes and the latest technologies.

1. Setup of a £10 million per year waste prevention, reuse and recycling improvement fund

Managed by the North London Waste Authority the fund will enable local authorities and local community organisations to
rapidly scale collection service improvements, waste prevention efforts, and awareness campaigns. Financed from packaging
producers payments to local authorities from the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) scheme that will be in place by
2024. Based on DEFRA calculations the EPR scheme will transfer £900 million per year to local authorities across the UK.
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2. Invest in a 700,000 tonne mixed waste sorting and plastics recycling facility at the EcoPark

The latest technologies allow for the sorting, purification and recycling of many materials in black bag refuse. An integrated
mixed waste sorting and plastics recycling plant can recover and recycle the majority of plastics and nearly all metals, drink
cartons, and paper & card. Recovery of these materials would reduce North London’s total residual waste stream by up to 22%.
By adding organics recovery with Anaerobic Digestion an additional 48% of North London’s residual waste (food and garden
waste) can be transformed into biogas for energy and digestate for compost. Mixed waste recovery can reduce residual
waste disposal needs by up to 70% for North London and bring substantial recycled plastics sales income.
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3. Swiftly enhance our council’s Reduction and Recycling Plans (RRPs) + leverage legislative changes

.\ The UK has set a target of 65% recycling by 2035, and the Greater
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4. Ensure any remaining residual waste is disposed in the most environmentally friendly manner
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This four point action plan has been developed by: ® XR ZERO WASTE www.xrzerowaste.uk




