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Gospel of Grace

The�gospel�of
grace�is�the
foundation�of
everything�we
are�and�do�at
Oaks�Parish:

At�Oaks�Parish;�we�experience
holistic�flourishing�through�the
person�and�work�of�Christ:�The
death�and�resurrection�of�Christ�has
redeemed�us�individually;�and
collectively�as�a�church=�we�try�to
mirror�that�grace�in�all�we�do:

Faithful Presence

We�are
committed�to
Portland�and
aspire�to�be�a
church�woven
into�the�fabric�

of�the��city:�Oaks�Parish�is�a�uniquely
welcoming�and�inclusive�place:�We
greet�our�neighbors;�friends;
families;�and�coPworkers�with
infectious�hospitality;�faithfully
showing�the�love�of�Jesus�in
Portland:

Formative Rhythms

The�rhythms�of
our�life�shape
our�character;
and�at�Oaks
Parish�we
anchor�our

practices�in�Scripture�and�the
historical�church:�Our�liturgical�and
expressive�practice�of�gathered
worship�on�Sunday�pervades�and
shapes�our�rhythms�of�prayer;�study
of�Scripture;�and�gatherings
throughout�the�week:�This�process
of�intentional�formation;�or
discipleship;�shapes�us�to�be�more
like�Jesus:

Extended Family

Oaks�Parish�is
intensely
relational:�We
strive�to�live
together�as�a
diverse;�

multiPgenerational�extended
familyQnot�just�on�Sunday;�but
throughout�the�week:�We�share�our
stories�and�how�God�is�redeeming
them�even�as�we�work;�play;�and
serve�together:�We�want�everyone�to
experience�being�known�and�loved
in�Christ:

Our Mission
To abide in Christ Jesus for the renewal of all things.
Our Core Values
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Quotes for Reflection

Andrew Peterson, The God of the Garden
To�my�right;�on�the�little�wooden�table�beside�my�chair;�sits�a�black;�leatherP
bound�Bible�with�my�name�embossed�on�the�lower�right�of�the�cover:�The
many�pages�within�carry�a�translation�of�the�Word�of�God;�the�Word�that
told�trees�to�exist�in�the�first�place;�and�those�words�are�made�alive�by�a�holy
wind�blowing�through�the�bookvs�leaves:�That�living�Word�planted�a�seed�in
my�parents;�a�seed�that�fell�on�good�soil;�and�they�in�turn�planted�in�me�and
my�siblings�an�imaginationPgrounding�story�about�a�tree�in�a�garden;�a�tree
on�a�hill�of�death;�and�a�tree�in�a�heavenly�city:�Those�trees�fill�my�heart�and
my�head;�and�they�keep�my�compass�trained�on�the�Kingdom>I�am�kept�by
trees:

Wendell Berry, “Economy and Pleasure”, What Are People For? 
Ultimately;�in�the�argument�about�work�and�how�it�should�be�done;�one�has
only�onevs�pleasure�to�offer:�It�is�possible;�as�I�have�learned�again�and�again;
to�be�in�onevs�place;�in�such�company;�wild�or�domestic;�and�with�such
pleasure;�that�one�cannot�think�of�another�place�that�one�would�prefer�to�be
or�of�another�place�at�all:�One�does�not�miss�or�regret�the�past;�or�fear�or�long
for�the�future:�Being�there�is�simply�all;�and�is�enough:�Such�times�give�one
the�chief�standard�and�the�chief�reason�for�onevs�work:

Willie James Jennings, Acts: A Theological Commentary
The�gospel�did�not�arrive�in�power�but�in�weakness�and�humility:�Paul
experiences�the�hospitality�of�the�Maltese�precisely�at�the�point�of�his
urgent�need:�A�template�is�forming�here�not�simply�for�missions�but�for�the
living�of�the�life�of�faith;�where�we�recognize�our�vulnerability�and�our
shared�need�for�one�another�as�the�beginning�point�of�sharing�the�gospel:
The�MalteseIs�action�toward�the�shipwrecked�was�a�surprise�of�grace�and
kindness�that�would�be�repeated�in�so�many�other�contexts�and�with�so
many�other�peoples�in�the�centuries�that�followed;�and�the�church�has�never
learned�to�see�such�kindnesses�as�what�they�actually�areRsigns�of�the
SpiritIs�presence�with�peoples�as�precursor�to�a�holy�joining�being
orchestrated�by�God:
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Call to Worship
from Psalm 147 NRSV

Songs of Praise
Be Thou My Vision
Words�and�Music�Traditional;�Mary�Byrne
^�Public�Domain
CCLI�License�n�11355776

Psalm 126
Words�and�Music��by�Isaac�Wardell
^�2012�Bifrost�Arts�Music
CCLI�License�n�11355776

How�good�it�is�to�sing�praises�to�our�GodB 

For he is gracious, 
and a song of praise is fitting.

The�Lord�gathers�the�outcasts=
he�heals�the�brokenhearted
and�binds�up�their�wounds:

He determines the number of the stars;     
he gives to all of them their names.

Great�is�our�Lord�and�abundant�in�power= ����
his�understanding�is�beyond�measure:

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 
let us make melody to our God!
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Old Testament Reading
Jonah 3:10-4:11 NRSV
10�When�God�saw�what�they�did;�how�they�turned�from�their�evil�ways;�God
changed�his�mind�about�the�calamity�that�he�had�said�he�would�bring�upon
them=�and�he�did�not�do�it:

1�But�this�was�very�displeasing�to�Jonah;�and�he�became�angry:�2�He�prayed
to�the�Lord�and�said;�FO�LordB�Is�not�this�what�I�said�while�I�was�still�in�my
own�countryD�That�is�why�I�fled�to�Tarshish�at�the�beginning=�for�I�knew�that
you�are�a�gracious�God�and�merciful;�slow�to�anger;�and�abounding�in
steadfast�love;�and�ready�to�relent�from�punishing:�3�And�now;�O�Lord;
please�take�my�life�from�me;�for�it�is�better�for�me�to�die�than�to�live:G�4�And
the�Lord�said;�FIs�it�right�for�you�to�be�angryDG�5�Then�Jonah�went�out�of�the
city�and�sat�down�east�of�the�city;�and�made�a�booth�for�himself�there:�He�sat
under�it�in�the�shade;�waiting�to�see�what�would�become�of�the�city:

6�The�Lord�God�appointed�a�bush;�and�made�it�come�up�over�Jonah;�to�give
shade�over�his�head;�to�save�him�from�his�discomfort=�so�Jonah�was�very
happy�about�the�bush:�7�But�when�dawn�came�up�the�next�day;�God
appointed�a�worm�that�attacked�the�bush;�so�that�it�withered:�8�When�the
sun�rose;�God�prepared�a�sultry�east�wind;�and�the�sun�beat�down�on�the
head�of�Jonah�so�that�he�was�faint�and�asked�that�he�might�die:�He�said;�FIt�is
better�for�me�to�die�than�to�live:G

9�But�God�said�to�Jonah;�FIs�it�right�for�you�to�be�angry�about�the�bushDG�And
he�said;�FYes;�angry�enough�to�die:G�10�Then�the�Lord�said;�FYou�are
concerned�about�the�bush;�for�which�you�did�not�labor�and�which�you�did
not�grow=�it�came�into�being�in�a�night�and�perished�in�a�night:�11�And�should
I�not�be�concerned�about�Nineveh;�that�great�city;�in�which�there�are�more
than�a�hundred�and�twenty�thousand�persons�who�do�not�know�their�right
hand�from�their�left;�and�also�many�animalsDG

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Heavenly Father, when we look around, we see your immense blessing in
our lives and we see great need. Because we believe that everything we have
belongs to you, we trust you to provide for the needs of our community, our
city, and the whole world. Lead us to use the resources you’ve blessed us
with wisely and generously. With these offerings today, we worship you and
give our whole selves to be used for the glory of your Kingdom. Amen.

Offering Prayer

Passing of the Peace

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy name,
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
   on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those
   who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen.

Story of Grace - Volunteering
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1�After�we�had�reached�safety;�we�then�learned�that�the�island�was�called
Malta:�2�The�natives�showed�us�unusual�kindness:�Since�it�had�begun�to�rain
and�was�cold;�they�kindled�a�fire�and�welcomed�all�of�us�around�it:�3�Paul�had
gathered�a�bundle�of�brushwood�and�was�putting�it�on�the�fire;�when�a�viper;
driven�out�by�the�heat;�fastened�itself�on�his�hand:�4�When�the�natives�saw
the�creature�hanging�from�his�hand;�they�said�to�one�another;�FThis�man
must�be�a�murderer=�though�he�has�escaped�from�the�sea;�justice�has�not
allowed�him�to�live:G�5�He;�however;�shook�off�the�creature�into�the�fire�and
suffered�no�harm:�6�They�were�expecting�him�to�swell�up�or�drop�dead;�but
after�they�had�waited�a�long�time�and�saw�that�nothing�unusual�had
happened�to�him;�they�changed�their�minds�and�began�to�say�that�he�was�a
god:

7�Now�in�the�neighborhood�of�that�place�were�lands�belonging�to�the�leading
man�of�the�island;�named�Publius;�who�received�us�and�entertained�us
hospitably�for�three�days:�8�It�so�happened�that�the�father�of�Publius�lay�sick
in�bed�with�fever�and�dysentery:�Paul�visited�him�and�cured�him�by�praying
and�putting�his�hands�on�him:�9�After�this�happened;�the�rest�of�the�people
on�the�island�who�had�diseases�also�came�and�were�cured:�10�They�bestowed
many�honors�on�us;�and�when�we�were�about�to�sail;�they�put�on�board�all�the
provisions�we�needed:

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.

Acts 28:1-10 NRSV
New Testament Reading
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Sermon
Bryan�Buck<�Faithful�Presence
Rooted

Notes

1:�What�is�your�next�step�with�discipleship�in�JesusD�

2:�To�what�community�has�God�called�you�to�be�on�missionD�

3:�How�will�you�prioritize�Flife�togetherG�here�at�Oaks�ParishD�

Application Questions
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Confession of Sin
Gracious�God;�we�confess�that�we�have�tried�to�plant�our�roots�in�all�the
wrong�places:�We�have�failed�to�pursue�your�justice;�to�seek�you�in�the
rhythms�of�our�lives;�to�attune�our�hearts�to�your�gospel�of�grace;�and�to�love
our�neighbors:�By�your�grace;�root�our�identities;�our�callings;�our�lives�in
you�and�your�kingdom:�Forgive�us�for�the�sins�of�our�thoughts;�our�words;
and�our�deeds;�and�lead�us�into�your�abundant�life:�In�Your�SonIs�name�we
pray;�amen:

Assurance of Pardon

Praise�be�to�the�God�and�Father�of�our�Lord�Jesus�Christ:::In�him�we�have
redemption�through�his�blood;�the�forgiveness�of�sins;�in�accordance�with
the�riches�of�GodIs�grace�that�he�lavished�on�us:�

Ephesians 1:3, 7-8 NRSV

We�believe�in�God;�the�father�almighty;
�creator�of�heaven�and�earth:
We�believe�in�Jesus�Christ;�his�only�son;�our�Lord;
���who�was�conceived�by�the�Holy�Spirit
���and�born�of�the�virgin�Mary:
���He�suffered�under�Pontius�Pilate;
���was�crucified;�died;�and�was�buried=
���he�descended�to�hell:
���The�third�day�he�rose�again�from�the�dead:
���He�ascended�to�heaven
���and�is�seated�at�the�right�hand�of�God�the�father�almighty:
���From�there�he�will�come�to�judge�the�living�and�the�dead:
We�believe�in�the�Holy�Spirit;
���the�holy�catholic�church;
���the�communion�of�saints;
���the�forgiveness�of�sins;
���the�resurrection�of�the�body;
���and�the�life�everlasting:�Amen:

Confession of Faith
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No Longer Slaves
Words�and�Music�by��Jonathan�David�Helser�and�Melissa�Helser
^�2014�Bethel�Music�Publishing
�CCLI�License�n�11355776

Sursum Corda
The�Lord�be�with�you:
And also with you.
Lift�up�your�hearts:�
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let�us�give�thanks�to�the�Lord�our�God:�
It is good and right to do so. 

Doxology
Words�by�Thomas�Ken�A�Music�by�Louis�Bourgeois���^��Public�Domain

The Meal We Could Not Make
Words�A�Music�by�Son�of�Laughter�^�2018
CCLI�License�n�11355776

Benediction

We�do�not�dismiss�in�any�set�order;�come�forward�when�you�feel�ready:�
Form�two�lines�down�the�center�aisle;�return�to�your�seats�by�the�side�aisles:�
Take�the�elements�and�consume�them�at�your�seat�at�your�discretion:�
Bread�is�locally�sourced�and�gluten�free:�Choose�between�red�wine�and�white�grape�juice:

Communion

Celebration of First Communion
Following�their�profession�of�faith;�we�celebrate�and�welcome�Basil�Jeffrey
and�Jane�Jeffrey�as�they�partake�of�their�first�communionB



Prayers for Those Not Communing
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Lord�Jesus;�you�claim�to�be�the�way;�the�truth;�and�the�life:�Grant�that
I�might�be�undaunted�by�the�cost�of�following�you�as�I�consider�the
reasons�for�doing�so:�If�what�you�claim�is�true;�please�guide�me;�teach
me;�and�open�me�to�the�reality�of�who�you�are:�Give�me�an
understanding�of�you�that�is�coherent;�convincing;�and�that�leads�to
the�life�you�promise:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Lord�Jesus;�I�admit�that�I�am�weaker�and�more�sinful�than�I�ever
dared�confess;�but�through�you�I�am�more�loved�than�I�ever�dared
hope:�Thank�you�for�paying�my�debt�on�the�cross;�taking�what�I
deserved�in�order�to�offer�me�complete�forgiveness:�Knowing�that
you�have�been�raised�from�the�dead;�I�turn�from�my�sins�and�receive
you�as�my�Savior�and�Lord:�Amen:

Prayer of Belief

Lord�Jesus;�enable�me�to�see�in�you�the�fulfillment�of�all�my�true
needs;�and�may�I�turn�from�every�false�satisfaction�to�feed�on�you;�the
true�and�living�bread:�Enable�me�to�see�that�your�Gospel�is�bigger
than�my�sin;�and�that�your�work�breaks�the�power�of�sin�as�well�as
freeing�me�from�its�penalty:�Enable�me�to�lay�aside�the�sin�that�clings
so�closely�and�run�with�perseverance�the�race�set�before�me;�looking
to�you;�the�pioneer�and�author�of�my�faith:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Bryan�Buck
Karen�Howells
Martha�Van�Houten
Alex�Wenig�

bryan]oaksparish:org�
karen]oaksparish:org�����
martha]oaksparish:org
alex]oaksparish:org

Lead�Pastor�
Director�of�WomenIs�Formation�����
Director�of�Parish�Formation
Director�of�Music

kids]oaksparish:org
communitylife]oaksparish:org

OP�Kids
Community�Life



Let�us�know�youvre�visiting
Sign�up�for�the�weekly�email
Share�a�prayer�request
RSVP�for�an�event
Connect�with�pastoral�staff

Welcome to Oaks Parish
Thanks�for�joining�us�today�P�we
would�love�to�connect�with�youB�Jot
down�your�name�and�email�address
on�the�postcard�found�in�your
worship�guide�and�drop�it�in�an
offering�basket�before�you�leave�so
we�can�get�to�know�you:

How to Use Postcards

Drop�your�postcard�in�an�offering
basket�before�you�leave�todayB

Morning Prayer
Join�us�online�every�Wednesday�at
6<30am�to�pray�together�for�our
community�and�beyond�at
oaksparish:orgTmorningprayer:

Fall Congregational Meeting
Members�and�regular�attenders;
please�mark�your�calendars�for�our
fall�congregational�meeting�on
Sunday;�October�1st�after�the
service:�We�will�provide�updates�on
the�life�of�our�church�and�share
about�the�ministry�year�ahead:

Oaks Parish: Get Connected

Tech�team�P�2�volunteers�needed
OP�Kids�P�2�teachers�and�2P3
helpers�needed
Music�P�skilled�pianists�and
guitarists�needed

Sign�up�today�at�the�Welcome�Desk�or
email�martha]oaksparish:org:

Sunday AM Volunteers Needed!
We�need�a�few�more�helping�hands�on
Sunday�mornings�to�serve�our
volunteer�teams�once�a�month<

Family Promise Volunteers
Needed!
Oaks�Parish�is�partnering�with
Family�Promise�Metro�East�to�serve
our�houseless�neighbors�by�providing
meals�and�support�for�participating
families:�Volunteer�to�make�a�meal�or
stay�overnight�during�our�next�week
of�service�from�October�15P:22:��Learn
more�at�oaksparish:orgTfamilyP
promise:

Advent Vocal Group
Come�lift�your�voiceB�The�Oaks�Parish
Advent�Vocal�Group�will�have�an
initial�gathering�on�Oct�1�from�4P6�PM
for�a�reading�and�happy�hour�social;
with�a�target�singing�date�of�Dec�17:
Some�music�reading�abilityTprior
choral�experience�will�be�helpful:
Email�alex]oaksparish:org�for�more
info:


