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Our Mission

To abide in Christ Jesus for the renewal of all things.

Our Core Values
Gospel of Grace

The gospel of
grace is the
foundation of
everything we
are and do at
Oaks Parish.
At Oaks Parish, we experience
holistic flourishing through the
person and work of Christ. The
death and resurrection of Christ has
redeemed us individually, and
collectively as a church; we try to
mirror that grace in all we do.

Formative Rhythms

The rhythms of
our life shape

[ | our character,
\ I and at Oaks

practices in Scripture and the
historical church. Our liturgical and
expressive practice of gathered

Parish we

worship on Sunday pervades and
shapes our rhythms of prayer, study
of Scripture, and gatherings
throughout the week. This process
of intentional formation, or
discipleship, shapes us to be more
like Jesus.

Faithful Presence

We are

committed to

Portland and

aspiretobea

church woven

into the fabric
ofthe city. Oaks Parish is a uniquely
welcoming and inclusive place. We
greet our neighbors, friends,
families, and co-workers with
infectious hospitality, faithfully
showing the love of Jesus in
Portland.

Extended Family

Oaks Parish is
intensely
relational. We
strive to live
togetherasa

diverse,
multi-generational extended

family-not just on Sunday, but
throughout the week. We share our
stories and how God is redeeming
them even as we work, play, and
serve together. We want everyone to
experience being known and loved
in Christ.



Quotes for Reflection

C.S. Lewis, Letter to Joan Lancaster, June 1956

Don’t say it was “delightful”’; make us say “delightful” when we’ve
read the description. You see, all those words (horrifying, wonderful,
hideous, exquisite) are only like saying to your readers, “Please will
you do my job for me.”

Eugene Peterson, 1 and 2 Samuel

Story doesn’t just tell us something and leave it there, it invites our
participation. A good storyteller gathers us into the story. We feel the
emotions, get caught up in the drama, identify with the characters,
see into nooks and crannies of life that we had overlooked, realize
there is more to this business of being human than we had yet
explored. If the storyteller is good, doors and windows open. The
Hebrews were good storytellers, good in both the artistic and moral

Senses.

Heath Thomas and J.D. Greear, Exalting Jesus in 1 & 2
Samuel

The question that needs to haunt us as we look at the whole of the
book is this: if we are going to do a character study, which character
should we study as most important?

Charles Wesley, Selected Writings and Hymns

I am no longer my own but yours. Put me to what you will. Put me to
doing, put me to suffering. Let me be employed for you or laid aside
for you. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me
have nothing. I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your
pleasure and disposal.



Call to Worship
from Psalm 3 NRSV

O Lord, many are rising against me;
saying to me, “There is no help for you in God.”

But you, O Lord, are a shield around me,
my glory, and the one who lifts up my head.

I cryaloud to the Lord,
and he answers me from his holy hill.

Ilie down and sleep;
I wake again, for the Lord sustains me.

I am not afraid of ten thousands of people
who have set themselves against me all around.

Deliverance belongs to the Lord;
may your blessing be on your people!

Songs of Praise

Rising Sun

Words and Music by Leslie Jordan, Kyle Lee, and David Leonard

© 2012 Integrity’s Alleluia! Music, Integrity’s Praise! Music, and Kyle Lee Designee
CCLI License # 11355776

Who You Say | Am

Words and Music by Ben Fielding and Reuben Morga
© 2017 Hillsong Music Publishing
CCLI License # 11355776



New Testament Reading

Matthew 22:15-22 NRSV

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said.
16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians,
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you
do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think.
Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware
of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you
hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought
him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and
whose title?” 21 They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to
them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the
emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard
this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Offering Prayer

Generous God, we offer these gifts to you and thank you for your
goodness. Help us to find joy in the giving and to trust you to meet
every need. Help us to be faithful with what is in our hands - and to
release it to you to be used for your Kingdom. Amen.

Passing of the Peace



Old Testament Reading
1 Samuel 1:1-28 NRSV

1 There was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country
of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Elihu son of
Tohu son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 He had two wives; the name of the
one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had
children, but Hannah had no children.

3 Now this man used to go up year by year from his town to worship and
to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the Lord. 4 On the day when
Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to
all her sons and daughters; 5 but to Hannah he gave a double portion,
because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. 6 Her rival
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed
her womb. 7 So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the
house of the Lord, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and
would not eat. 8 Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you
weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you
than ten sons?”

9 After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented
herselfbefore the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside
the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. 10 She was deeply distressed and
prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. 11 She made this vow: “O Lord of
hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant, and remember
me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male child,
then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He
shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his
head.”

12 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 13
Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not
heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14 So Eli said to her, “How
long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”
15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I



have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out
my soul before the Lord. 16 Do not regard your servant as a worthless
woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation all
this time.” 17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant
the petition you have made to him.” 18 And she said, “Let your servant
find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and
drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer.

19 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then
they went back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah,
and the Lord remembered her. 20 In due time Hannah conceived and
bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the
Lord.”

21 The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the Lord
the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for
she said to her husband, “As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him,
that he may appear in the presence of the Lord, and remain there forever;
Iwill offer him as a nazirite for all time.” 23 Her husband Elkanah said to
her, “Do what seems best to you, wait until you have weaned him; only—
may the Lord establish his word.” So the woman remained and nursed
her son, until she weaned him. 24 When she had weaned him, she took
him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a
skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh; and the
child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the
child to Eli. 26 And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the
woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the Lord. 27
For this child I prayed; and the Lord has granted me the petition that I
made to him. 28 Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives,
he is given to the Lord.” She left him there for the Lord.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Sermon

Bryan Buck: A Longing Fulfilled
The Coming of a Kingdom

Notes

Application Questions

1. Consider a story that made an indelible impression on you. Why do
you think story was so important for God’s people in the ancient Near
East?

2. Hannah’s shame arose from her barrenness. How can shame help

you identify your barrenness?

3. How do you find Jesus revealing himself at the beginning of this

story?
8



Confession of Sin

Most merciful God, we confess that we have kneeled before other
kings, when only your love, justice, and faithfulness can free us, heal
us and renew us. Forgive us for placing our faith in humans. In your
mercy, through the blood of your Son, free us from our sin and enable
us to wait with great hope for your glorious Kingdom to renew all
things. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Isaiah 44:22 NRSV

I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like
mist; return to me, for I have redeemed you.

Confession of Faith
We believe in God, the father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Nothing But the Blood

Words and Music by Robert Lowry (1876)
CCLI License # 11355776

Sursum Corda

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis good and right to do so.

Communion

We do not dismiss in any set order, come forward when you feel ready.

Form two lines down the center aisle, return to your seats by the side aisles.

Take the elements and consume them at your seat at your discretion.

Bread is locally sourced and gluten free. Choose between red wine and white grape juice.

None But Jesus

Words & Music by Brooke Fraser
© 2005 Hillsong Publishing
CCLI License # 11355776

Benediction

Doxology

Words by Thomas Ken & Music by Louis Bourgeois © Public Domain



Prayers for Those Not Communing

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that

I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the
reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach
me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to
the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever

dared confess, but through you I am more loved than I ever dared
hope. Thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I
deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that
you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive
you as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, enable me to see in you the fulfillment of all my true

needs, and may I turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the
true and living bread. Enable me to see that your Gospel is bigger
than my sin, and that your work breaks the power of sin as well as
freeing me from its penalty. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings
so closely and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking
to you, the pioneer and author of my faith. Amen.

Bryan Buck bryan@oaksparish.org Lead Pastor

Karen Howells karen@oaksparish.org Director of Women’s Formation
Martha Van Houten martha@oaksparish.org Director of Parish Formation
Alex Wenig alex@oaksparish.org Director of Music

OP Kids kids@oaksparish.org

Community Life communitylife@oaksparish.org
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Oaks Parish: Get Connected

Welcome to Oaks Parish Morning Prayer

Thanks for joining us today - we  Join us online every Wednesday at
would love to connect with you!  6:30am to pray together for our
Jotdown your name and email = community and beyond at

address on the postcard found in oaksparish.org/morningprayer.
your worship guide and drop it in

an offering basket before you Newcomers Gathering

leave so we can get to knowyou.  New(er) to Oaks Parish? Join us
for lunch on Sunday, October 29th,

How to Use Postcards i
after the service. We'll share more

e Letus know you're visiting .. . .
about our story, mission, vision,

* Signup for the weekly email and values, and get to know you
better too! Please RSVP to

martha@oaksparish.org.

e Share a prayer request
e RSVP for an event
e Connect with pastoral staff

Drop your postcard in an offering NEW! Oaks Parish Podcast
basket before you leave today!

The brand new Oaks Parish
. Podcast launches tomorrow! Join
Download the Oaks Parish Bryan Buck and Martha Van
App Houten as they dive even deeper

Text OaksParishApp to (833) into each week’s sermon. Listen

245-5311 or search for Oaks each week by searching for “Oaks

Parish in your app store. Parish” on Apple Podcasts or
Spotify. (You can also catch a
replay of the every sermon on the
podcast.)



