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Gospel of Grace

The�gospel�of
grace�is�the
foundation�of
everything�we
are�and�do�at
Oaks�Parish:

At�Oaks�Parish;�we�experience
holistic�flourishing�through�the
person�and�work�of�Christ:�The
death�and�resurrection�of�Christ�has
redeemed�us�individually;�and
collectively�as�a�church=�we�try�to
mirror�that�grace�in�all�we�do:

Faithful Presence

We�are
committed�to
Portland�and
aspire�to�be�a
church�woven
into�the�fabric�

of�the��city:�Oaks�Parish�is�a�uniquely
welcoming�and�inclusive�place:�We
greet�our�neighbors;�friends;
families;�and�coPworkers�with
infectious�hospitality;�faithfully
showing�the�love�of�Jesus�in
Portland:

Formative Rhythms

The�rhythms�of
our�life�shape
our�character;
and�at�Oaks
Parish�we
anchor�our

practices�in�Scripture�and�the
historical�church:�Our�liturgical�and
expressive�practice�of�gathered
worship�on�Sunday�pervades�and
shapes�our�rhythms�of�prayer;�study
of�Scripture;�and�gatherings
throughout�the�week:�This�process
of�intentional�formation;�or
discipleship;�shapes�us�to�be�more
like�Jesus:

Extended Family

Oaks�Parish�is
intensely
relational:�We
strive�to�live
together�as�a
diverse;�

multiPgenerational�extended
familyQnot�just�on�Sunday;�but
throughout�the�week:�We�share�our
stories�and�how�God�is�redeeming
them�even�as�we�work;�play;�and
serve�together:�We�want�everyone�to
experience�being�known�and�loved
in�Christ:

Our Mission
To abide in Christ Jesus for the renewal of all things.
Our Core Values
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Quotes for Reflection

Marcus Aurelius, Meditations, trans. by George Hayes
Doctors�keep�their�scalpels�and�other�instruments�handy;�for
emergencies:�Keep�your�philosophy�ready�tooRready�to�understand
heaven�and�earth:�In�everything�you�do;�even�the�smallest�thing;
remember�the�chain�that�links�them:�Nothing�earthly�succeeds�by
ignoring�heaven;�nothing�heavenly�by�ignoring�the�earth:

Henri Nouwen, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction
We�live�in�what�one�writer�calls�the�Fage�of�sensation:G�We�think�that
if�we�donIt�feel�something�there�can�be�no�authenticity�in�doing�it:�But
the�wisdom�of�God�says�something�different<�that�we�can�act
ourselves�into�a�new�way�of�feeling�much�quicker�than�we�can�feel
ourselves�into�a�new�way�of�acting:�Worship�is�an�act�that�develops
feelings�for�God;�not�a�feeling�for�God�that�is�expressed�in�an�act�of
worship:�When�we�obey�the�command�to�praise�God�in�our�worship;
our�deep;�essential�need�to�be�in�a�relationship�with�God�is�nurtured:�

William G. Blaikie, Expository Lectures on the Book of First
Samuel, 1887
Looking�on�herself�as�representing�the�nation�of�Israel;�she�seems�to
have�felt�that�what�had�happened�to�her�on�a�small�scale�was�to
happen�to�the�nation�on�a�large=�for�God�would�draw�nigh�to�Israel�as
He�had�to�her;�make�him�His�friend�and�confidential�servant;�humble
the�proud�and�malignant�nations�around�him;�and�exalt�him:
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Call to Worship
from Psalm 4 NRSV

Songs of Praise
For the Beauty of the Earth
Words�and�Music�by�Conrad�Kocher�and�Folliott�Sandford�Pierpoint�
^�1864�Public�Domain
CCLI�License�n�11355776

Mercy’s Reign
Words�and�Music��by��Paul�Ramey�A�Alex�Davis
^�Imago�Dei�Music
CCLI�License�n�11355776

Answer�us�when�we�call;�O�God;�
be�gracious�and�hear�our�prayerB

The Lord has set apart the faithful for himself;     
the Lord hears when we call to him.

When�you�are�disturbed;�do�not�sin=�����
ponder�it�on�your�beds;�and�be�silent:

Put your trust in the Lord!

You�have�put�gladness�in�our�hearts�P������
more�than�when�grain�and�wine�abound:

We lie down and sleep in peace,      
for you alone, O Lord, make us dwell in safety.
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Old Testament Reading
1 Samuel 2:1-10 NRSV
1�Hannah�prayed�and�said;
FMy�heart�exults�in�the�Lord=�my�strength�is�exalted�in�my�God:
My�mouth�derides�my�enemies;�because�I�rejoice�in�my�victory:
2�FThere�is�no�Holy�One�like�the�Lord;�no�one�besides�you=
there�is�no�Rock�like�our�God:
3�Talk�no�more�so�very�proudly;�
let�not�arrogance�come�from�your�mouth=�
for�the�Lord�is�a�God�of�knowledge;�and�by�him�actions�are�weighed:
4�The�bows�of�the�mighty�are�broken;�but�the�feeble�gird�on�strength:
5�Those�who�were�full�have�hired�themselves�out�for�bread;
but�those�who�were�hungry�are�fat�with�spoil:�The�barren�has�borne�seven;��
but�she�who�has�many�children�is�forlorn:
6�The�Lord�kills�and�brings�to�life=
he�brings�down�to�Sheol�and�raises�up:
7�The�Lord�makes�poor�and�makes�rich=�
he�brings�low;�he�also�exalts:
8He�raises�up�the�poor�from�the�dust=
he�lifts�the�needy�from�the�ash�heap;�
to�make�them�sit�with�princes�and�inherit�a�seat�of�honor:
For�the�pillars�of�the�earth�are�the�Lordvs;
and�on�them�he�has�set�the�world:
9FHe�will�guard�the�feet�of�his�faithful�ones;
but�the�wicked�shall�be�cut�off�in�darkness=
for�not�by�might�does�one�prevail:
10The�LordB�His�adversaries�shall�be�shattered=
the�Most�High�will�thunder�in�heaven:
The�Lord�will�judge�the�ends�of�the�earth=
he�will�give�strength�to�his�king;�and�exalt�the�power�of�his�anointed:G

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.

Prayers of the People
The Lord‘s Prayer
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Offering Prayer

Passing of the Peace

11�Then�Elkanah�went�home�to�Ramah;�while�the�boy�remained�to�minister
to�the�Lord;�in�the�presence�of�the�priest�Eli:�12�Now�the�sons�of�Eli�were
scoundrels=�they�had�no�regard�for�the�Lord�13�or�for�the�duties�of�the�priests
to�the�people:�When�anyone�offered�sacrifice;�the�priestvs�servant�would
come;�while�the�meat�was�boiling;�with�a�threePpronged�fork�in�his�hand;�14
and�he�would�thrust�it�into�the�pan;�or�kettle;�or�caldron;�or�pot=�all�that�the
fork�brought�up�the�priest�would�take�for�himself:�This�is�what�they�did�at
Shiloh�to�all�the�Israelites�who�came�there:�15�Moreover;�before�the�fat�was
burned;�the�priestvs�servant�would�come�and�say�to�the�one�who�was
sacrificing;�FGive�meat�for�the�priest�to�roast=�for�he�will�not�accept�boiled
meat�from�you;�but�only�raw:G�16�And�if�the�man�said�to�him;�FLet�them�burn
the�fat�first;�and�then�take�whatever�you�wish;G�he�would�say;�FNo;�you�must
give�it�now=�if�not;�I�will�take�it�by�force:G�17�Thus�the�sin�of�the�young�men
was�very�great�in�the�sight�of�the�Lord=�for�they�treated�the�offerings�of�the
Lord�with�contempt:

18�Samuel�was�ministering�before�the�Lord;�a�boy�wearing�a�linen�ephod:�19
His�mother�used�to�make�for�him�a�little�robe�and�take�it�to�him�each�year;
when�she�went�up�with�her�husband�to�offer�the�yearly�sacrifice:�20�Then�Eli
would�bless�Elkanah�and�his�wife;�and�say;�FMay�the�Lord�repay�you�with
children�by�this�woman�for�the�gift�that�she�made�to�the�LordG=�and�then�they
would�return�to�their�home:�21�And�the�Lord�took�note�of�Hannah=�she
conceived�and�bore�three�sons�and�two�daughters:�And�the�boy�Samuel�grew
up�in�the�presence�of�the�Lord:�

22�Now�Eli�was�very�old:�He�heard�all�that�his�sons�were�doing�to�all�Israel;
and�how�they�lay�with�the�women�who�served�at�the�entrance�to�the�tent�of
meeting:�23�He�said�to�them;�FWhy�do�you�do�such�thingsD�For�I�hear�of�your�

1 Samuel 2:11-36 NRSV
Old Testament Reading
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evil�dealings�from�all�these�people:�24�No;�my�sons=�it�is�not�a�good�report
that�I�hear�the�people�of�the�Lord�spreading�abroad:�25�If�one�person�sins
against�another;�someone�can�intercede�for�the�sinner�with�the�Lord=�but�if
someone�sins�against�the�Lord;�who�can�make�intercessionDG�But�they�would
not�listen�to�the�voice�of�their�father=�for�it�was�the�will�of�the�Lord�to�kill
them:�26�Now�the�boy�Samuel�continued�to�grow�both�in�stature�and�in�favor
with�the�Lord�and�with�the�people:�27�A�man�of�God�came�to�Eli�and�said�to
him;�FThus�the�Lord�has�said;�HI�revealed�myself�to�the�family�of�your
ancestor�in�Egypt�when�they�were�slaves�to�the�house�of�Pharaoh:�28�I�chose
him�out�of�all�the�tribes�of�Israel�to�be�my�priest;�to�go�up�to�my�altar;�to�offer
incense;�to�wear�an�ephod�before�me=�and�I�gave�to�the�family�of�your
ancestor�all�my�offerings�by�fire�from�the�people�of�Israel:�29�Why�then�look
with�greedy�eye�at�my�sacrifices�and�my�offerings�that�I�commanded;�and
honor�your�sons�more�than�me�by�fattening�yourselves�on�the�choicest�parts
of�every�offering�of�my�people�IsraelDI�30�Therefore�the�Lord�the�God�of
Israel�declares<�HI�promised�that�your�family�and�the�family�of�your�ancestor
should�go�in�and�out�before�me�foreverI=�but�now�the�Lord�declares<�HFar�be�it
from�me=�for�those�who�honor�me�I�will�honor;�and�those�who�despise�me
shall�be�treated�with�contempt:�31�See;�a�time�is�coming�when�I�will�cut�off
your�strength�and�the�strength�of�your�ancestorvs�family;�so�that�no�one�in
your�family�will�live�to�old�age:�32�Then�in�distress�you�will�look�with�greedy
eye�on�all�the�prosperity�that�shall�be�bestowed�upon�Israel=�and�no�one�in
your�family�shall�ever�live�to�old�age:�33�The�only�one�of�you�whom�I�shall�not
cut�off�from�my�altar�shall�be�spared�to�weep�out�his�eyes�and�grieve�his
heart=�all�the�members�of�your�household�shall�die�by�the�sword:�34�The�fate
of�your�two�sons;�Hophni�and�Phinehas;�shall�be�the�sign�to�youRboth�of
them�shall�die�on�the�same�day:�35�I�will�raise�up�for�myself�a�faithful�priest;
who�shall�do�according�to�what�is�in�my�heart�and�in�my�mind:�I�will�build
him�a�sure�house;�and�he�shall�go�in�and�out�before�my�anointed�one�forever:
36�Everyone�who�is�left�in�your�family�shall�come�to�implore�him�for�a�piece
of�silver�or�a�loaf�of�bread;�and�shall�say;�Please�put�me�in�one�of�the�priestvs
places;�that�I�may�eat�a�morsel�of�bread:I�G

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:�
Thanks be to God.
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Sermon
Bryan�Buck<�Blessing�A�Blaspheme
The�Coming�of�a�Kingdom

Notes

1:�Why�is�music�a�fitting�interlude�in�chapter�two�of�the�story�of�1
SamuelD�

2:�Read�HannahIs�song�meditatively:�What�meaning�does�it�have�for
HannahIs�storyD�For�IsraelIs�storyD�

3:�How�does�this�story�give�us�hope�for�the�church�and�encourage�our
own�faithfulness�unto�GodD�

Application Questions
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Confession of Sin
Most�merciful�God;�we�confess�that�we�have�kneeled�before�other
kings;�when�only�your�love;�justice;�and�faithfulness�can�free�us;�heal
us�and�renew�us:�Forgive�us�for�placing�our�faith�in�humans:�In�your
mercy;�through�the�blood�of�your�Son;�free�us�from�our�sin�and�enable
us�to�wait�with�great�hope�for�your�glorious�Kingdom�to�renew�all
things:�Amen:

Assurance of Pardon

I�have�swept�away�your�transgressions�like�a�cloud�and�your�sins�like
mist=�return�to�me;�for�I�have�redeemed�you:

Isaiah 44:22 NRSV

We�believe�in�God;�the�father�almighty;
�creator�of�heaven�and�earth:
We�believe�in�Jesus�Christ;�his�only�son;�our�Lord;
���who�was�conceived�by�the�Holy�Spirit
���and�born�of�the�virgin�Mary:
���He�suffered�under�Pontius�Pilate;
���was�crucified;�died;�and�was�buried=
���he�descended�to�hell:
���The�third�day�he�rose�again�from�the�dead:
���He�ascended�to�heaven
���and�is�seated�at�the�right�hand�of�God�the�father�almighty:
���From�there�he�will�come�to�judge�the�living�and�the�dead:
We�believe�in�the�Holy�Spirit;
���the�holy�catholic�church;
���the�communion�of�saints;
���the�forgiveness�of�sins;
���the�resurrection�of�the�body;
���and�the�life�everlasting:�Amen:

Confession of Faith
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Jesus I Come
Words�and�Music�by�William�True�Sleeper�W1887X
Arranged�by�Greg�Thompson�^2000
�CCLI�License�n�11355776

Sursum Corda
The�Lord�be�with�you:
And also with you.
Lift�up�your�hearts:�
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let�us�give�thanks�to�the�Lord�our�God:�
It is good and right to do so. 

Doxology
Words�by�Thomas�Ken�A�Music�by�Louis�Bourgeois���^��Public�Domain

Amazing Grace
Words�A�Music�by�John�Newton�W1779X
�^�Public�Domain
CCLI�License�n�11355776

Benediction

We�do�not�dismiss�in�any�set�order;�come�forward�when�you�feel�ready:�
Form�two�lines�down�the�center�aisle;�return�to�your�seats�by�the�side�aisles:�
Take�the�elements�and�consume�them�at�your�seat�at�your�discretion:�
Bread�is�locally�sourced�and�gluten�free:�Choose�between�red�wine�and�white�grape�juice:

Communion



Prayers for Those Not Communing
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Lord�Jesus;�you�claim�to�be�the�way;�the�truth;�and�the�life:�Grant�that
I�might�be�undaunted�by�the�cost�of�following�you�as�I�consider�the
reasons�for�doing�so:�If�what�you�claim�is�true;�please�guide�me;�teach
me;�and�open�me�to�the�reality�of�who�you�are:�Give�me�an
understanding�of�you�that�is�coherent;�convincing;�and�that�leads�to
the�life�you�promise:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Lord�Jesus;�I�admit�that�I�am�weaker�and�more�sinful�than�I�ever
dared�confess;�but�through�you�I�am�more�loved�than�I�ever�dared
hope:�Thank�you�for�paying�my�debt�on�the�cross;�taking�what�I
deserved�in�order�to�offer�me�complete�forgiveness:�Knowing�that
you�have�been�raised�from�the�dead;�I�turn�from�my�sins�and�receive
you�as�my�Savior�and�Lord:�Amen:

Prayer of Belief

Lord�Jesus;�enable�me�to�see�in�you�the�fulfillment�of�all�my�true
needs;�and�may�I�turn�from�every�false�satisfaction�to�feed�on�you;�the
true�and�living�bread:�Enable�me�to�see�that�your�Gospel�is�bigger
than�my�sin;�and�that�your�work�breaks�the�power�of�sin�as�well�as
freeing�me�from�its�penalty:�Enable�me�to�lay�aside�the�sin�that�clings
so�closely�and�run�with�perseverance�the�race�set�before�me;�looking
to�you;�the�pioneer�and�author�of�my�faith:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Bryan�Buck
Karen�Howells
Martha�Van�Houten
Alex�Wenig�

bryan]oaksparish:org�
karen]oaksparish:org�����
martha]oaksparish:org
alex]oaksparish:org

Lead�Pastor�
Director�of�WomenIs�Formation�����
Director�of�Parish�Formation
Director�of�Music

kids]oaksparish:org
communitylife]oaksparish:org

OP�Kids
Community�Life



Let�us�know�youvre�visiting
Sign�up�for�the�weekly�email
Share�a�prayer�request
RSVP�for�an�event
Connect�with�pastoral�staff

Welcome to Oaks Parish
Thanks�for�joining�us�today�P�we
would�love�to�connect�with�youB
Jot�down�your�name�and�email
address�on�the�postcard�found�in
your�worship�guide�and�drop�it�in
an�offering�basket�before�you
leave�so�we�can�get�to�know�you:

How to Use Postcards

Drop�your�postcard�in�an�offering
basket�before�you�leave�todayB

Download the Oaks Parish
App
Text�OaksParishApp�to�W833X
245P5311�or�search�for�Oaks
Parish�in�your�app�store:

Oaks Parish: Get Connected
Morning Prayer
Join�us�online�every�Wednesday�at
6<30am�to�pray�together�for�our
community�and�beyond�at
oaksparish:orgTmorningprayer:

Newcomers Gathering
NewWerX�to�Oaks�ParishD�Join�us
for�lunch�today;��after�the�service:
Wevll�share�more�about�our�story;
mission;�vision;�and�values;�and�get
to�know�you�better�tooB�

NEW! Oaks Parish Podcast
WeIve�launched�a�brand�new�Oaks
Parish�Podcast;�with�episodes
released�every�Monday�afternoon:
Join�Bryan�Buck�and�Martha�Van
Houten�as�they�dive�even�deeper
into�each�weekIs�sermon:�Listen
each�week�by�subscribing�to�the
podcast�on�Apple�Podcasts�or
Spotify�Wsearch�FOaks�ParishGX:
You�can�also�catch�a�replay�of�the
every�sermon�on�the�podcast:

Social Hour
Mark�your�calendar�for�coffee;
donuts;�and�conversation�on
Sunday;�November�12th;�after�the
serviceB


