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Gospel of Grace

The�gospel�of
grace�is�the
foundation�of
everything�we
are�and�do�at
Oaks�Parish:

At�Oaks�Parish;�we�experience
holistic�flourishing�through�the
person�and�work�of�Christ:�The
death�and�resurrection�of�Christ�has
redeemed�us�individually;�and
collectively�as�a�church=�we�try�to
mirror�that�grace�in�all�we�do:

Faithful Presence

We�are
committed�to
Portland�and
aspire�to�be�a
church�woven
into�the�fabric�

of�the��city:�Oaks�Parish�is�a�uniquely
welcoming�and�inclusive�place:�We
greet�our�neighbors;�friends;
families;�and�coPworkers�with
infectious�hospitality;�faithfully
showing�the�love�of�Jesus�in
Portland:

Formative Rhythms

The�rhythms�of
our�life�shape
our�character;
and�at�Oaks
Parish�we
anchor�our

practices�in�Scripture�and�the
historical�church:�Our�liturgical�and
expressive�practice�of�gathered
worship�on�Sunday�pervades�and
shapes�our�rhythms�of�prayer;�study
of�Scripture;�and�gatherings
throughout�the�week:�This�process
of�intentional�formation;�or
discipleship;�shapes�us�to�be�more
like�Jesus:

Extended Family

Oaks�Parish�is
intensely
relational:�We
strive�to�live
together�as�a
diverse;�

multiPgenerational�extended
familyQnot�just�on�Sunday;�but
throughout�the�week:�We�share�our
stories�and�how�God�is�redeeming
them�even�as�we�work;�play;�and
serve�together:�We�want�everyone�to
experience�being�known�and�loved
in�Christ:

Our Mission
To abide in Christ Jesus for the renewal of all things.
Our Core Values
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Quotes for Reflection

Timothy Keller, Counterfeit Gods
In�any�culture�in�which�God�is�largely�absent;�sex;�money;�and�politics
will�fill�the�vacuum�for�different�people:�This�is�the�reason�that�our
political�discourse�is�increasingly�ideological�and�polarized:�Many
describe�the�current�poisonous�public�discourse�as�a�lack�of�biP
partisanship;�but�the�roots�go�much�deeper�than�that:�As�Niebuhr
taught;�they�go�back�to�the�beginning�of�the�world;�to�our�alienation
from�God;�and�to�our�frantic�efforts�to�compensate�for�our�feelings�of
cosmic�nakedness�and�powerlessness:�The�only�way�to�deal�with�all
these�things�is�to�heal�our�relationship�with�God:

Martin Lloyd-Jones, Old Testament Evangelistic Sermons
When�you�think�you�have�him�defeated;�then�he�is�active=�when�you
think�you�have�him�captive;�he�knocks�down�your�god:�He�is�God�who
cannot�be�restrained;�illimitable;�absolute;�eternalRthe�living�God:

C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory
Apparently;�then;�our�lifelong�nostalgia;�our�longing�to�be�reunited
with�something�in�the�universe�from�which�we�now�feel�cut�off;�to�be
on�the�inside�of�some�door�which�we�have�always�seen�from�the
outside;�is�no�mere�neurotic�fancy;�but�the�truest�index�of�our�real
situation:�And�to�be�at�last�summoned�inside�would�be�both�glory�and
honour�beyond�all�our�merits�and�also�the�healing�of�that�old�ache:
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Call to Worship
from Psalm 9 NRSV

Songs of Praise
Come to Jesus
Words�and�Music�by�Hannah�Glavor
^�2018�Imago�Dei�Music
CCLI�License�n�11355776

In Feast or Fallow
Words�A�Music�by�Sandra�McCracken
�^�2010�Drink�Your�Tea�Music
CCLI�License�n�11355776

I�will�give�thanks�to�the�Lord�with�my�whole�heart=�����
I�will�tell�of�all�your�wonderful�deeds:

I will be glad and exult in you;    
I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.

The�Lord�sits�enthroned�forever=�����
he�has�established�his�throne�for�judgment:

He judges the world with righteousness;     
he judges the people with equity.

The�Lord�is�a�stronghold�for�the�oppressed=
those�who�know�your�name�put�their�trust�in�you;����
�for�you;�O�Lord;�have�not�forsaken�those�who�seek�you:

Sing praises to the Lord; 
declare his deeds among the peoples!
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Old Testament Reading
1 Samuel 5:1-12 NRSV
1�When�the�Philistines�captured�the�ark�of�God;�they�brought�it�from
Ebenezer�to�Ashdod=�2�then�the�Philistines�took�the�ark�of�God�and�brought
it�into�the�house�of�Dagon�and�placed�it�beside�Dagon:�3�When�the�people�of
Ashdod�rose�early�the�next�day;�there�was�Dagon;�fallen�on�his�face�to�the
ground�before�the�ark�of�the�Lord:�So�they�took�Dagon�and�put�him�back�in
his�place:�4�But�when�they�rose�early�on�the�next�morning;�Dagon�had�fallen
on�his�face�to�the�ground�before�the�ark�of�the�Lord;�and�the�head�of�Dagon
and�both�his�hands�were�lying�cut�off�upon�the�threshold=�only�the�trunk�of
Dagon�was�left�to�him:�5�This�is�why�the�priests�of�Dagon�and�all�who�enter
the�house�of�Dagon�do�not�step�on�the�threshold�of�Dagon�in�Ashdod�to�this
day:

6�The�hand�of�the�Lord�was�heavy�upon�the�people�of�Ashdod;�and�he
terrified�and�struck�them�with�tumors;�both�in�Ashdod�and�in�its�territory:�7
And�when�the�inhabitants�of�Ashdod�saw�how�things�were;�they�said;�FThe
ark�of�the�God�of�Israel�must�not�remain�with�us=�for�his�hand�is�heavy�on�us
and�on�our�god�Dagon:G�8�So�they�sent�and�gathered�together�all�the�lords�of
the�Philistines;�and�said;�FWhat�shall�we�do�with�the�ark�of�the�God�of
IsraelDG�The�inhabitants�of�Gath�replied;�FLet�the�ark�of�God�be�moved�on�to
us:G�So�they�moved�the�ark�of�the�God�of�Israel�to�Gath:�9�But�after�they�had
brought�it�to�Gath;�the�hand�of�the�Lord�was�against�the�city;�causing�a�very
great�panic=�he�struck�the�inhabitants�of�the�city;�both�young�and�old;�so�that
tumors�broke�out�on�them:�10�So�they�sent�the�ark�of�the�God�of�Israel�to
Ekron:�But�when�the�ark�of�God�came�to�Ekron;�the�people�of�Ekron�cried
out;�FWhy�have�they�brought�around�to�us�the�ark�of�the�God�of�Israel�to�kill
us�and�our�peopleDG�11�They�sent�therefore�and�gathered�together�all�the
lords�of�the�Philistines;�and�said;�FSend�away�the�ark�of�the�God�of�Israel;
and�let�it�return�to�its�own�place;�that�it�may�not�kill�us�and�our�people:G�For
there�was�a�deathly�panic�throughout�the�whole�city:�The�hand�of�God�was
very�heavy�there=�12�those�who�did�not�die�were�stricken�with�tumors;�and
the�cry�of�the�city�went�up�to�heaven:

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Passing of the Peace

Offering Prayer

1 Samuel 6:1-7:2 NRSV
Old Testament Reading

1�The�ark�of�the�Lord�was�in�the�country�of�the�Philistines�seven�months:�2
Then�the�Philistines�called�for�the�priests�and�the�diviners�and�said;�FWhat
shall�we�do�with�the�ark�of�the�LordD�Tell�us�what�we�should�send�with�it�to
its�place:G�3�They�said;�FIf�you�send�away�the�ark�of�the�God�of�Israel;�do�not
send�it�empty;�but�by�all�means�return�him�a�guilt�offering:�Then�you�will�be
healed�and�will�be�ransomed=�will�not�his�hand�then�turn�from�youDG�4�And
they�said;�FWhat�is�the�guilt�offering�that�we�shall�return�to�himDG�They
answered;�FFive�gold�tumors�and�five�gold�mice;�according�to�the�number�of
the�lords�of�the�Philistines=�for�the�same�plague�was�upon�all�of�you�and�upon
your�lords:�5�So�you�must�make�images�of�your�tumors�and�images�of�your
mice�that�ravage�the�land;�and�give�glory�to�the�God�of�Israel=�perhaps�he�will
lighten�his�hand�on�you�and�your�gods�and�your�land:�6�Why�should�you
harden�your�hearts�as�the�Egyptians�and�Pharaoh�hardened�their�heartsD
After�he�had�made�fools�of�them;�did�they�not�let�the�people�go;�and�they
departedD�7�Now�then;�get�ready�a�new�cart�and�two�milch�cows�that�have
never�borne�a�yoke;�and�yoke�the�cows�to�the�cart;�but�take�their�calves
home;�away�from�them:�8�Take�the�ark�of�the�Lord�and�place�it�on�the�cart;
and�put�in�a�box�at�its�side�the�figures�of�gold;�which�you�are�returning�to�him
as�a�guilt�offering:�Then�send�it�off;�and�let�it�go�its�way:�9�And�watch=�if�it
goes�up�on�the�way�to�its�own�land;�to�BethPshemesh;�then�it�is�he�who�has
done�us�this�great�harm=�but�if�not;�then�we�shall�know�that�it�is�not�his�hand
that�struck�us=�it�happened�to�us�by�chance:G�10�The�men�did�so=�they�took
two�milch�cows�and�yoked�them�to�the�cart;�and�shut�up�their�calves�at

Prayers of the People
The Lord‘s Prayer
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home:�11�They�put�the�ark�of�the�Lord�on�the�cart;�and�the�box�with�the�gold
mice�and�the�images�of�their�tumors:�12�The�cows�went�straight�in�the
direction�of�BethPshemesh�along�one�highway;�lowing�as�they�went=�they
turned�neither�to�the�right�nor�to�the�left;�and�the�lords�of�the�Philistines
went�after�them�as�far�as�the�border�of�BethPshemesh:

13�Now�the�people�of�BethPshemesh�were�reaping�their�wheat�harvest�in�the
valley:�When�they�looked�up�and�saw�the�ark;�they�went�with�rejoicing�to
meet�it:�14�The�cart�came�into�the�field�of�Joshua�of�BethPshemesh;�and
stopped�there:�A�large�stone�was�there=�so�they�split�up�the�wood�of�the�cart
and�offered�the�cows�as�a�burnt�offering�to�the�Lord:�15�The�Levites�took
down�the�ark�of�the�Lord�and�the�box�that�was�beside�it;�in�which�were�the
gold�objects;�and�set�them�upon�the�large�stone:�Then�the�people�of�BethP
shemesh�offered�burnt�offerings�and�presented�sacrifices�on�that�day�to�the
Lord:�16�When�the�five�lords�of�the�Philistines�saw�it;�they�returned�that�day
to�Ekron:�17�These�are�the�gold�tumors;�which�the�Philistines�returned�as�a
guilt�offering�to�the�Lord<�one�for�Ashdod;�one�for�Gaza;�one�for�Ashkelon;
one�for�Gath;�one�for�Ekron=�18�also�the�gold�mice;�according�to�the�number
of�all�the�cities�of�the�Philistines�belonging�to�the�five�lords;�both�fortified
cities�and�unwalled�villages:�The�great�stone;�beside�which�they�set�down�the
ark�of�the�Lord;�is�a�witness�to�this�day�in�the�field�of�Joshua�of�BethP
shemesh:

19�The�descendants�of�Jeconiah�did�not�rejoice�with�the�people�of�BethP
shemesh�when�they�greeted�the�ark�of�the�Lord=�and�he�killed�seventy�men�of
them:�The�people�mourned�because�the�Lord�had�made�a�great�slaughter
among�the�people:��20�Then�the�people�of�BethPshemesh�said;�FWho�is�able
to�stand�before�the�Lord;�this�holy�GodD�To�whom�shall�he�go�so�that�we�may
be�rid�of�himDG��21�So�they�sent�messengers�to�the�inhabitants�of�KiriathP
jearim;�saying;�FThe�Philistines�have�returned�the�ark�of�the�Lord:�Come
down�and�take�it�up�to�you:G�1�And�the�people�of�KiriathPjearim�came�and
took�up�the�ark�of�the�Lord;�and�brought�it�to�the�house�of�Abinadab�on�the
hill:�They�consecrated�his�son;�Eleazar;�to�have�charge�of�the�ark�of�the�Lord:
2�From�the�day�that�the�ark�was�lodged�at�KiriathPjearim;�a�long�time�passed;
some�twenty�years;�and�all�the�house�of�Israel�lamented�after�the�Lord:

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Sermon
Bryan�Buck<�The�Weight�of�Glory
The�Coming�of�a�Kingdom

Notes

1:�How�can�negative�emotional�responses�reveal�idolatryD�What�is�a
recent�example�that�you�can�identifyD�

2:�God�crushed�the�Philistine�god�Dagan:�How�might�that�reframe
difficulty�in�your�lifeD�

3:�What�resonated�most�from�this�story�about�the�unique�love�of�God
ultimately�expressed�in�the�gospel�of�Jesus�ChristD�

Application Questions
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Confession of Sin
Most�merciful�God;�we�confess�that�we�have�kneeled�before�other
kings;�when�only�your�love;�justice;�and�faithfulness�can�free�us;�heal
us�and�renew�us:�Forgive�us�for�placing�our�faith�in�humans:�In�your
mercy;�through�the�blood�of�your�Son;�free�us�from�our�sin�and�enable
us�to�wait�with�great�hope�for�your�glorious�Kingdom�to�renew�all
things:�Amen:

Assurance of Pardon

I�have�swept�away�your�transgressions�like�a�cloud�and�your�sins�like
mist=�return�to�me;�for�I�have�redeemed�you:

Isaiah 44:22 NRSV

We�believe�in�God;�the�father�almighty;
�creator�of�heaven�and�earth:
We�believe�in�Jesus�Christ;�his�only�son;�our�Lord;
���who�was�conceived�by�the�Holy�Spirit
���and�born�of�the�virgin�Mary:
���He�suffered�under�Pontius�Pilate;
���was�crucified;�died;�and�was�buried=
���he�descended�to�hell:
���The�third�day�he�rose�again�from�the�dead:
���He�ascended�to�heaven
���and�is�seated�at�the�right�hand�of�God�the�father�almighty:
���From�there�he�will�come�to�judge�the�living�and�the�dead:
We�believe�in�the�Holy�Spirit;
���the�holy�catholic�church;
���the�communion�of�saints;
���the�forgiveness�of�sins;
���the�resurrection�of�the�body;
���and�the�life�everlasting:�Amen:

Confession of Faith
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Jesus, All For Jesus
Words�and�Music�by�Robin�Mark
^�2008
�CCLI�License�n�11355776

Sursum Corda
The�Lord�be�with�you:
And also with you.
Lift�up�your�hearts:�
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let�us�give�thanks�to�the�Lord�our�God:�
It is good and right to do so. 

Doxology
Words�by�Thomas�Ken�A�Music�by�Louis�Bourgeois���^��Public�Domain

Benediction

We�do�not�dismiss�in�any�set�order;�come�forward�when�you�feel�ready:�
Form�two�lines�down�the�center�aisle;�return�to�your�seats�by�the�side�aisles:�
Take�the�elements�and�consume�them�at�your�seat�at�your�discretion:�
Bread�is�locally�sourced�and�gluten�free:�Choose�between�red�wine�and�white�grape�juice:

Communion



Prayers for Those Not Communing
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Lord�Jesus;�you�claim�to�be�the�way;�the�truth;�and�the�life:�Grant�that
I�might�be�undaunted�by�the�cost�of�following�you�as�I�consider�the
reasons�for�doing�so:�If�what�you�claim�is�true;�please�guide�me;�teach
me;�and�open�me�to�the�reality�of�who�you�are:�Give�me�an
understanding�of�you�that�is�coherent;�convincing;�and�that�leads�to
the�life�you�promise:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Lord�Jesus;�I�admit�that�I�am�weaker�and�more�sinful�than�I�ever
dared�confess;�but�through�you�I�am�more�loved�than�I�ever�dared
hope:�Thank�you�for�paying�my�debt�on�the�cross;�taking�what�I
deserved�in�order�to�offer�me�complete�forgiveness:�Knowing�that
you�have�been�raised�from�the�dead;�I�turn�from�my�sins�and�receive
you�as�my�Savior�and�Lord:�Amen:

Prayer of Belief

Lord�Jesus;�enable�me�to�see�in�you�the�fulfillment�of�all�my�true
needs;�and�may�I�turn�from�every�false�satisfaction�to�feed�on�you;�the
true�and�living�bread:�Enable�me�to�see�that�your�Gospel�is�bigger
than�my�sin;�and�that�your�work�breaks�the�power�of�sin�as�well�as
freeing�me�from�its�penalty:�Enable�me�to�lay�aside�the�sin�that�clings
so�closely�and�run�with�perseverance�the�race�set�before�me;�looking
to�you;�the�pioneer�and�author�of�my�faith:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Bryan�Buck
Karen�Howells
Martha�Van�Houten
Alex�Wenig�

bryan]oaksparish:org�
karen]oaksparish:org�����
martha]oaksparish:org
alex]oaksparish:org

Lead�Pastor�
Director�of�WomenIs�Formation�����
Director�of�Parish�Formation
Director�of�Music

kids]oaksparish:org
communitylife]oaksparish:org

OP�Kids
Community�Life



Let�us�know�youvre�visiting
Sign�up�for�the�weekly�email
Share�a�prayer�request
RSVP�for�an�event
Connect�with�pastoral�staff

Welcome to Oaks Parish
Thanks�for�joining�us�today�P�we
would�love�to�connect�with�youB
Jot�down�your�name�and�email
address�on�the�postcard�found�in
your�worship�guide�and�drop�it�in
an�offering�basket�before�you
leave�so�we�can�get�to�know�you:

How to Use Postcards

Drop�your�postcard�in�an�offering
basket�before�you�leave�todayB

Oaks Parish Podcast
New�episodes�of�the�Oaks�Parish
Podcast�are�released�every
Monday�afternoon:�Join�Bryan
Buck�and�Martha�Van�Houten�as
they�dive�even�deeper�into�each
weekIs�sermon:�Subscribe�to�the
podcast�on�Apple�Podcasts�or
Spotify�Wsearch�FOaks�ParishGX:

Oaks Parish: Get Connected

Morning Prayer
Join�us�online�every�Wednesday�at
6<30am�to�pray�together�for�our
community�and�beyond�at
oaksparish:orgTmorningprayer:

Membership Gathering
If�youvve�attended�Newcomers
Gathering�and�are�looking�to�learn
more�about�membership�at�Oaks
Parish;�join�us�for�Membership
Gathering�TODAY;�after�the
service�Wfor�lunchXB�Wevll�discuss
the�significance�of
membership�at�Oaks�Parish;�and
answer�all�of�your�questions:

Women’s Advent Celebration
Oaks�Parish�women�are�invited�to
an�Advent�Celebration�on�Sunday;
December�3rd�from�5P8pm�in�the
fellowship�hallB�Create�a�holiday
wreath�or�centerpiece;�enjoy
festive�food�and�drink;�and�reflect
on�an�Advent�meditation:�Please
RSVP�to�karen]oaksparish:org:


