
Ordinary Time



Gospel of Grace

The�gospel�of
grace�is�the
foundation�of
everything�we
are�and�do�at
Oaks�Parish:

At�Oaks�Parish;�we�experience
holistic�flourishing�through�the
person�and�work�of�Christ:�The
death�and�resurrection�of�Christ�has
redeemed�us�individually;�and
collectively�as�a�church=�we�try�to
mirror�that�grace�in�all�we�do:

Faithful Presence

We�are
committed�to
Portland�and
aspire�to�be�a
church�woven
into�the�fabric�

of�the��city:�Oaks�Parish�is�a�uniquely
welcoming�and�inclusive�place:�We
greet�our�neighbors;�friends;
families;�and�coPworkers�with
infectious�hospitality;�faithfully
showing�the�love�of�Jesus�in
Portland:

Formative Rhythms

The�rhythms�of
our�life�shape
our�character;
and�at�Oaks
Parish�we
anchor�our

practices�in�Scripture�and�the
historical�church:�Our�liturgical�and
expressive�practice�of�gathered
worship�on�Sunday�pervades�and
shapes�our�rhythms�of�prayer;�study
of�Scripture;�and�gatherings
throughout�the�week:�This�process
of�intentional�formation;�or
discipleship;�shapes�us�to�be�more
like�Jesus:

Extended Family

Oaks�Parish�is
intensely
relational:�We
strive�to�live
together�as�a
diverse;�

multiPgenerational�extended
familyQnot�just�on�Sunday;�but
throughout�the�week:�We�share�our
stories�and�how�God�is�redeeming
them�even�as�we�work;�play;�and
serve�together:�We�want�everyone�to
experience�being�known�and�loved
in�Christ:

Our Mission
To abide in Christ Jesus for the renewal of all things.
Our Core Values
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Quotes for Reflection

Martin Luther, Ninety-Five Theses, Thesis 1
When�our�Lord�and�Master�Jesus�Christ�said;�vRepent;v�he�intended
that�the�entire�life�of�believers�should�be�repentance:

Noah J. Toly, The Gardener's Dirty Hands: Environmental
Politics and Christian Ethics
A�readiness�to�dirty�our�hands�for�othersPPto�bear�costs�for�neighbor
and�creationPPsymbolizes�better�than�an�embrace�of�unfettered�power
what�it�means�to�be�like�God�at�the�dawn�of�a�new;�but�enduringly
tragic;�geological�era:

Shane Claiborne and Chris Haw, Jesus for President
Through�the�voice�of�the�prophets;�God�decried�the�people�for
thinking�with�the�logic�of�empire;�for�depending�on�horses�and
chariots;�for�pledging�allegiance�to�any�other�kings�or�idols;�and�God
promised�them�more�than�the�nations�could�ever�offer:�Over�and�over;
the�people�settled�for�the�empty�promises�of�empire�over�the�eternal
dreams�of�God:
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Call to Worship
from Psalm 11 NRSV

Songs of Praise
The Goodness of Jesus
Words�and�Music�by�Fiona�Aghajanian;�Harrison�Druery;�Jaywan�Maxwell;�Jonny�Robinson
^�2018�CityAlight�Music
CCLI�License�n�11355776

Only You
Words�A�Music�by�Eric�J:�Marshall
^�2014�Scot�Family�Reunion�Songs
CCLI�License�n�11355776

In�the�Lord�I�take�refugeB

The Lord is in his holy temple;     
the Lord’s throne is in heaven. 

His�eyes�behold=�
his�gaze�examines�humankind:

The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked,     
and his soul despises violence.

For�the�Lord�is�righteous=�
he�loves�righteous�deeds=

The upright shall behold his face!
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New Testament Reading
Matthew 4:1-11 NRSV
1�Then�Jesus�was�led�up�by�the�Spirit�into�the�wilderness�to�be�tempted�by
the�devil:�2�He�fasted�forty�days�and�forty�nights;�and�afterwards�he�was
famished:�3�The�tempter�came�and�said�to�him;�FIf�you�are�the�Son�of�God;
command�these�stones�to�become�loaves�of�bread:G�
4�But�he�answered;�FIt�is�written;
HOne�does�not�live�by�bread�alone;
but�by�every�word�that�comes�from�the�mouth�of�God:I�G
5�Then�the�devil�took�him�to�the�holy�city�and�placed�him�on�the�pinnacle�of
the�temple;�6�saying�to�him;�
FIf�you�are�the�Son�of�God;�throw�yourself�down=�for�it�is�written;
HHe�will�command�his�angels�concerning�you;I
and�HOn�their�hands�they�will�bear�you�up;
so�that�you�will�not�dash�your�foot�against�a�stone:I�G
7�Jesus�said�to�him;�FAgain�it�is�written;�HDo�not�put�the�Lord�your�God�to�the
test:I�G
8�Again;�the�devil�took�him�to�a�very�high�mountain�and�showed�him�all�the
kingdoms�of�the�world�and�their�splendor=�9�and�he�said�to�him;�FAll�these�I
will�give�you;�if�you�will�fall�down�and�worship�me:G�10�Jesus�said�to�him;
FAway�with�you;�SatanB�for�it�is�written;
HWorship�the�Lord�your�God;
and�serve�only�him:I�G
11�Then�the�devil�left�him;�and�suddenly�angels�came�and�waited�on�him:

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Passing of the Peace

Offering Prayer

1 Samuel 7:1-17 NRSV
Old Testament Reading

1 And the people of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the ark of the Lord, and
brought it to the house of Abinadab on the hill. They consecrated his son,
Eleazar, to have charge of the ark of the Lord. 2 From the day that the ark
was lodged at Kiriath-jearim, a long time passed, some twenty years, and all
the house of Israel lamented after the Lord.

3 Then Samuel said to all the house of Israel, “If you are returning to the
Lord with all your heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Astartes
from among you. Direct your heart to the Lord, and serve him only, and he
will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” 4 So Israel put away the
Baals and the Astartes, and they served the Lord only.

Prayers of the People
The Lord‘s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.
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5�Then�Samuel�said;�FGather�all�Israel�at�Mizpah;�and�I�will�pray�to�the�Lord
for�you:G�6�So�they�gathered�at�Mizpah;�and�drew�water�and�poured�it�out
before�the�Lord:�They�fasted�that�day;�and�said;�FWe�have�sinned�against�the
Lord:G�And�Samuel�judged�the�people�of�Israel�at�Mizpah:

7�When�the�Philistines�heard�that�the�people�of�Israel�had�gathered�at
Mizpah;�the�lords�of�the�Philistines�went�up�against�Israel:�And�when�the
people�of�Israel�heard�of�it�they�were�afraid�of�the�Philistines:�8�The�people
of�Israel�said�to�Samuel;�FDo�not�cease�to�cry�out�to�the�Lord�our�God�for�us;
and�pray�that�he�may�save�us�from�the�hand�of�the�Philistines:G�9�So�Samuel
took�a�sucking�lamb�and�offered�it�as�a�whole�burnt�offering�to�the�Lord=
Samuel�cried�out�to�the�Lord�for�Israel;�and�the�Lord�answered�him:�10�As
Samuel�was�offering�up�the�burnt�offering;�the�Philistines�drew�near�to
attack�Israel=�but�the�Lord�thundered�with�a�mighty�voice�that�day�against
the�Philistines�and�threw�them�into�confusion=�and�they�were�routed�before
Israel:�11�And�the�men�of�Israel�went�out�of�Mizpah�and�pursued�the
Philistines;�and�struck�them�down�as�far�as�beyond�BethPcar:

12�Then�Samuel�took�a�stone�and�set�it�up�between�Mizpah�and�Jeshanah;
and�named�it�Ebenezer=�for�he�said;�FThus�far�the�Lord�has�helped�us:G�13�So
the�Philistines�were�subdued�and�did�not�again�enter�the�territory�of�Israel=
the�hand�of�the�Lord�was�against�the�Philistines�all�the�days�of�Samuel:�14
The�towns�that�the�Philistines�had�taken�from�Israel�were�restored�to�Israel;
from�Ekron�to�Gath=�and�Israel�recovered�their�territory�from�the�hand�of
the�Philistines:�There�was�peace�also�between�Israel�and�the�Amorites:
15�Samuel�judged�Israel�all�the�days�of�his�life:�16�He�went�on�a�circuit�year
by�year�to�Bethel;�Gilgal;�and�Mizpah=�and�he�judged�Israel�in�all�these�places:
17�Then�he�would�come�back�to�Ramah;�for�his�home�was�there=�he
administered�justice�there�to�Israel;�and�built�there�an�altar�to�the�Lord:

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Sermon
Ed�Gall<�The�Philistines<�A�Reprise�P�or;�How�a�Righteous�Judge�Deals
with�Israelvs�Real�Problem
The�Coming�of�a�Kingdom

Notes
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Confession of Sin
Most�merciful�God;�we�confess�that�we�have�kneeled�before�other
kings;�when�only�your�love;�justice;�and�faithfulness�can�free�us;�heal
us�and�renew�us:�Forgive�us�for�placing�our�faith�in�humans:�In�your
mercy;�through�the�blood�of�your�Son;�free�us�from�our�sin�and�enable
us�to�wait�with�great�hope�for�your�glorious�Kingdom�to�renew�all
things:�Amen:

Assurance of Pardon

I�have�swept�away�your�transgressions�like�a�cloud�and�your�sins�like
mist=�return�to�me;�for�I�have�redeemed�you:

Isaiah 44:22 NRSV

We�believe�in�God;�the�father�almighty;
�creator�of�heaven�and�earth:
We�believe�in�Jesus�Christ;�his�only�son;�our�Lord;
���who�was�conceived�by�the�Holy�Spirit
���and�born�of�the�virgin�Mary:
���He�suffered�under�Pontius�Pilate;
���was�crucified;�died;�and�was�buried=
���he�descended�to�hell:
���The�third�day�he�rose�again�from�the�dead:
���He�ascended�to�heaven
���and�is�seated�at�the�right�hand�of�God�the�father�almighty:
���From�there�he�will�come�to�judge�the�living�and�the�dead:
We�believe�in�the�Holy�Spirit;
���the�holy�catholic�church;
���the�communion�of�saints;
���the�forgiveness�of�sins;
���the�resurrection�of�the�body;
���and�the�life�everlasting:�Amen:

Confession of Faith
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In Feast or Fallow
Words�A�Music�by�Sandra�McCracken
�^�2010�Drink�Your�Tea�Music
�CCLI�License�n�11355776

Sursum Corda
The�Lord�be�with�you:
And also with you.
Lift�up�your�hearts:�
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let�us�give�thanks�to�the�Lord�our�God:�
It is good and right to do so. 

Doxology
Words�by�Thomas�Ken�A�Music�by�Louis�Bourgeois���^��Public�Domain

Benediction

We�do�not�dismiss�in�any�set�order;�come�forward�when�you�feel�ready:�
Form�two�lines�down�the�center�aisle;�return�to�your�seats�by�the�side�aisles:�
Take�the�elements�and�consume�them�at�your�seat�at�your�discretion:�
Bread�is�locally�sourced�and�gluten�free:�Choose�between�red�wine�and�white�grape�juice:

Communion

The Beauty of the Heart of Christ
Words�A�Music�by�Tim�Timmons�A�Mitch�Wong
�^�2023�Anchor�Hymns
�CCLI�License�n�11355776



Prayers for Those Not Communing

11

Lord�Jesus;�you�claim�to�be�the�way;�the�truth;�and�the�life:�Grant�that
I�might�be�undaunted�by�the�cost�of�following�you�as�I�consider�the
reasons�for�doing�so:�If�what�you�claim�is�true;�please�guide�me;�teach
me;�and�open�me�to�the�reality�of�who�you�are:�Give�me�an
understanding�of�you�that�is�coherent;�convincing;�and�that�leads�to
the�life�you�promise:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Lord�Jesus;�I�admit�that�I�am�weaker�and�more�sinful�than�I�ever
dared�confess;�but�through�you�I�am�more�loved�than�I�ever�dared
hope:�Thank�you�for�paying�my�debt�on�the�cross;�taking�what�I
deserved�in�order�to�offer�me�complete�forgiveness:�Knowing�that
you�have�been�raised�from�the�dead;�I�turn�from�my�sins�and�receive
you�as�my�Savior�and�Lord:�Amen:

Prayer of Belief

Lord�Jesus;�enable�me�to�see�in�you�the�fulfillment�of�all�my�true
needs;�and�may�I�turn�from�every�false�satisfaction�to�feed�on�you;�the
true�and�living�bread:�Enable�me�to�see�that�your�Gospel�is�bigger
than�my�sin;�and�that�your�work�breaks�the�power�of�sin�as�well�as
freeing�me�from�its�penalty:�Enable�me�to�lay�aside�the�sin�that�clings
so�closely�and�run�with�perseverance�the�race�set�before�me;�looking
to�you;�the�pioneer�and�author�of�my�faith:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Bryan�Buck
Karen�Howells
Martha�Van�Houten
Alex�Wenig�

bryan]oaksparish:org�
karen]oaksparish:org�����
martha]oaksparish:org
alex]oaksparish:org

Lead�Pastor�
Director�of�WomenIs�Formation�����
Director�of�Parish�Formation
Director�of�Music

kids]oaksparish:org
communitylife]oaksparish:org

OP�Kids
Community�Life



Let�us�know�youvre�visiting
Sign�up�for�the�weekly�email
Share�a�prayer�request
RSVP�for�an�event
Connect�with�pastoral�staff

Welcome to Oaks Parish
Thanks�for�joining�us�today�P�we
would�love�to�connect�with�youB
Jot�down�your�name�and�email
address�on�the�postcard�found�in
your�worship�guide�and�drop�it�in
an�offering�basket�before�you
leave�so�we�can�get�to�know�you:

How to Use Postcards

Drop�your�postcard�in�an�offering
basket�before�you�leave�todayB

Oaks Parish Podcast
New�episodes�of�the�Oaks�Parish
Podcast�are�released�every
Monday�afternoon:�Join�Bryan
Buck�and�Martha�Van�Houten�as
they�dive�even�deeper�into�each
weekIs�sermon:�Subscribe�to�the
podcast�on�Apple�Podcasts�or
Spotify�Wsearch�FOaks�ParishGX:

Oaks Parish: Get Connected

Morning Prayer
Join�us�online�every�Wednesday�at
6<30am�to�pray�together�for�our
community�and�beyond�at
oaksparish:orgTmorningprayer:

Women’s Advent Celebration
Oaks�Parish�women�are�invited�to
an�Advent�Celebration�on�Sunday;
December�3rd�from�5P8pm�in�the
fellowship�hallB�Create�a�holiday
wreath�or�centerpiece;�enjoy
festive�food�and�drink;�and�reflect
on�an�Advent�meditation:�Please
RSVP�to�karen]oaksparish:org:

Social Hour
Join�us�for�coffee;�donuts;�and
conversation�about�the�service�on
Sunday;�December�10thB

Advent Reflection Guide
Prepare�your�heart�for�the�Advent�of
our�Lord�with�this�yearIs�Advent
reflection�guide<�FCome;�Thou�LongP
Expected�Jesus;G�including�Scripture;
reflection�questions;�and�prayer:
Beginning�Monday;�December�3rd;
you�can�listen�to�the�guide�Wthree
times�a�weekX�on�the�Oaks�Parish
Podcast�Wfound�on�Apple�Podcasts�or
SpotifyX�or�download�to�read�at
oaksparish:orgTadvent:�


