
 

 
  

Talking Points about the Cannabis Debate (2022) 
 

1. Cannabis is NOT a safe drug.  
THC the part of the plant that gets you high is addictive and the THC potency these days is significantly stronger 
than in the past. THC level for bud used to be 3% - 5% but now over the counter is near 20% and vapes can be 
between 70% to 90%.1  Prolonged use of THC, particularly if use begins during adolescence, contributes to many 
long-term behavioral health problems (e.g., mental illness, learning and memory impairment and impaired 
driving)2.  Another concern: the incidence of psychosis may increase as more states allow commercial sales and 
the permissiveness of cannabis use widens.3 

2. Commercializing cannabis has not resolved social injustice or equity issues.  

An ACLU report issued in April 2020 found little change in the arrests of minorities in states that had legalized 
marijuana.  In some states, arrest rates have gone down while in others it has increased.4  
As reported in the Denver Post, there is one marijuana license for every 47 residents in some low-income areas 
in Denver. 5 Nationally less than 10% of all marijuana businesses are minority owned. 6 

3. Decriminalization, not commercialization, is a more sensible path.  
A very small percent of Minnesotans are in prisons for cannabis related offenses (less than 3% as reported by 
MN Dept. of Corrections 2019 report). We support decriminalization and bringing Minnesota’s laws into the 21st 
century.  No one should be denied a job because of a one-time possession issue.  However, we also support 
some form of graduated penalties.7  

4. Adolescent use of cannabis will likely increase despite the minimum legal age being 21 in states that have 
legalized it for commercial sales. 

The US Surgeon General recently stated, “No amount of marijuana use during pregnancy or adolescence is 
known to be safe.”8 9 A study published in JAMA Psychiatry found that rates of marijuana addiction among teens 
(12-17) in states that have “legalized” marijuana were 25 percent higher, and past-month frequent use and past-
year problematic use increased by 23 percent.10 Some states that have passed pro-cannabis laws are seeing an 
increase in underage cannabis use.11 

5. The black market will not be eliminated.  
The opposite is occurring in legalization states. The black market is expanding as they undercut the retail price. 
In 2018 CA grew 12 million pounds of pot but only sold 2.5 million.12 

6. The state will not benefit from sizeable tax revenues.  
Commercialization backers rarely discuss the costs associated with widespread use of the drug on health care, 
mental health services, law enforcement, businesses and consumers.  A study showed that in Colorado the 
estimated health and social costs per dollar of tax revenue from cannabis sales was $4.57.13 

7. Cannabis is not reliable medicine for Vets or non-Vets.  
Recent research does not support the view that the cannabis plant is effective medicine in treating non-cancer 
pain or PTSD, nor is it a successful treatment for opioid addiction.14,15 

8. Cannabis is not commonly used.    
Most Minnesotans older than 25 do not use cannabis (~11% report prior year use); the majority of users are in 
the 18-25year-old range (~37% report prior year use).  These numbers are comparable to national data. 

9. Prohibiting drugs is not a failed policy.    
Governments legislate all kinds of “prohibitions” in the name of public health and public safety and they work to 
reduce risk of health issues (e.g., indoor smoking restrictions). The prohibition on alcohol decreased liver 
disease, domestic abuse and public drunkenness.  

https://www.denverpost.com/2016/01/02/marijuana-in-denver-map-of-pot-related-businesses-by-neighborhood-with-income-dathttps:/www.denverpost.com/2016/01/02/marijuana-in-denver-map-of-pot-related-businesses-by-neighborhood-with-income-data-school-locations/a-school-locations/
https://learnaboutsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/26840902_1842031249142726_5079672392301664434_o.jpg
https://learnaboutsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/26840902_1842031249142726_5079672392301664434_o.jpg


 

 
  

 
References  

 
1 www.nationalacademies.org/cannabishealtheffects    
2 Volkow, N. D., Swanson, J. M., Evins, A. E., DeLisi, L. E., Meier, M. H., Gonzalez, R., ... & Baler, R. (2016).  Effects of cannabis use on human behavior, including cognition, 
motivation, and psychosis: A review. JAMA Psychiatry, 73(3), 292-297.   
3 Copeland et al., 2022, Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. 
4 https://www.aclu.org/report/tale-two-countries-racially-targeted-arrests-era-marijuana-reform  
5 https://learnaboutsam.org/marijuana-and-social-justice/ 
6 https://learnaboutsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020-Impact-Report1.pdf page 42 
7 https://learnaboutsam.org/new-emerson-college-poll-support-pot-legalization-new-york-falls-20-percentage-points-respondents-given-choice-decriminalization/ 
8 https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/reports-and-publications/addiction-and-substance-misuse/advisory-on-marijuana-use-and-developing-brain/index.html  
9 https://www.startribune.com/vaping-conversation-needs-to-get-real-on-marijuana/564527242/  
10 .JAMA Psychiatry, 77(2), 165. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapsychiatry.2019.3254   
11 O’Grady et al. 2022, European Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. 
12 https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article228120439.html  
13 https://centennial.ccu.edu/policy-briefs/marijuana-costs/  
14 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28806794   
15 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6258013/ 

http://www.nationalacademies.org/cannabishealtheffects
https://www.aclu.org/report/tale-two-countries-racially-targeted-arrests-era-marijuana-reform
https://learnaboutsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020-Impact-Report1.pdf
https://learnaboutsam.org/new-emerson-college-poll-support-pot-legalization-new-york-falls-20-percentage-points-respondents-given-choice-decriminalization/
https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/reports-and-publications/addiction-and-substance-misuse/advisory-on-marijuana-use-and-developing-brain/index.html
https://www.startribune.com/vaping-conversation-needs-to-get-real-on-marijuana/564527242/
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapsychiatry.2019.3254
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article228120439.html
https://centennial.ccu.edu/policy-briefs/marijuana-costs/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28806794
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6258013/

