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Cohen Connect has three volunteer initiatives

Seeds
To improve architectural and  
design literacy in the broader 
community through primary 
and secondary school based 
education programs. 

Primary School lesson plans 
and slideshows for school 
incursions about form, space 
and place.

School holiday extension 
programmes supported by 
WA universities.

Secondary School programs 
to communicate the value of 
architecture, with potential of 
sophisticated programs being 
integrated into the STE(A)M 
curriculum.

EGCOHEN
25.09.19

To improve architectural and  
design literacy in the broader 
community through primary 
and secondary school based 
education programs. 

Develop scholarship 
programs for disadvantaged 
university students to 
increase diversity in 
architectural courses.

Provide additional 
opportunities through the 
group’s networks including 
ongoing mentoring or paid 
internships.

Develop funded programs to 
provide tangible assistance 
such as additional funding, 
living allowances, technology.

To benefit disadvantaged 
members of our professional 
community in an effort 
to advance diversity 
and ultimately the built 
environment.

Develop programs to 
provide support to recently 
arrived migrants trained in 
architecture, including paid 
internship programs, software 
training, financial assistance, 
or sponsorship arrangements 
to employers.

To become an expert 
voice to raise the profile of 
architectural issues and 
engage in ongoing public 
debate about the built 
environment.

To become an independent 
architectural think-tank able 
to respond publically to key 
issues affecting the built 
environment. 
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Saplings Trees Forest
The Seeds focus is on improving 
general design literacy within the 
broader community. We develop 
school based education programs tying 
into current curriculum frameworks 
with the capacity to be rolled our 
throughout the state

The Saplings focus is on developing 
opportunities to support and benefit the 
disadvantaged members of our tertiary 
education sector in an effort to advance 
diversity within the profession

The Tree’s focus is on professional 
members of the design community through 
the development of initiatives that aim to 
advance diversity within the profession and 
ultimately within the built environment. 
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Seeds is about a 
new generation of citizens!
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Gap between the curriculum and what’s taught
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Spreading the seeds

A helping hand…

Complementing skills

A way to reach out
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Offering useful materials and briefings to teachers
COHEN CONNECT SEEDS PROGRAM
‘A helping hand for teachers designing lessons about the built environment and cities’

About us

We are group of architects and urban planners volunteering to give back to the WA community 
through a series of free emerging programs. One of our programs is called SEEDS, where we aim to 
improve built environment design literacy in the broader community through secondary  
school-based education programs.

What we offer

We offer casual workshops with secondary school teachers to help you create exciting and useful 
lesson plans, using some of our knowlege and ideas.

We know you’re the experts of your students’ needs, so we will help you to shape lesson plans with:

• Contemporary architecture, urban planning and design concepts
• Relevant local examples of architecture and urban planning projects
• Information for excursions and student walking tours
• Professional networks to tap into specialist advice or guest speakers

We’ll take some notes on the day and send them to you after our session.

Preparing for our session

To make the most of our time together, it would be useful if you could think about these things before 
we meet:

• What is your curriculum focus for next semester?
• What is working well in your classes at the moment, what would make your classes even better?
• What do your students respond well to, what don’t they like?
• Would examples of architecture and urban planning projects help in your classes? 

A few things we ask of you

We are interested to help all WA teachers to promote exciting classes about the built environment 
BOE�DJUJFT��8F�XPVME�BQQSFDJBUF�JG�ZPV�DPVME�TIBSF�ZPVS�mOJTIFE�MFTTPO�QMBOT�XJUI�VT�TP�XF�DBO�
post them in an online resource in the future.

We are still testing the SEEDS program, so we’re adjusting our sessions as we go. Your honest 
feedback would be useful to help us improve.

Thank you, and see you soon! 
Daniel, Nic and Miia
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Ecologically sensitive wetland that is home to many unique plants and 
animals. Think of ways  to protect this habitat for the future. This could 
be by setting streets and buildings away from it with landscaped space 
between.

In Western Australia the sun rises on the east (from the hills) and moves 
����������������������ȋ������������Ȍǡ��ơ��������������������������������
northern edge of a building. During the day it is nice to have sunlight 
coming into the living areas of buildings to save energy and for our 
health. These sunny areas should be where you spend most of your time 
living or working from. Think about making your buildings longer on 
their northern edge to make this possible.

�������������������������������������������������Ǥ��������������ƥ��������
���������������������������ǡ�����������ơ��������������ǡ��������������
into consideration. Maybe these areas might be suitable for open green 
space or buildings with large green spaces around them?

In winter, Perth experiences more rainfall. This can mean a lot of 
��������������������������ǡ�����������������������ơ��������������
���������������������������������������������Ƥ���������������������Ǥ�
Vegetated areas such as verges and green open spaces help to manage 
����������������ơǤ�������������������������������������������������Ǥ�
Think about retaining the existing topography and adding greenery on 
the sides of your streets. 

The wetland on the eastern border is important because it absorbs 
pollutants and improves stormwater quality before it enters the lake. 
It also provides habitat for animals and plants. Consider preserving this 
area.

To the east of the site are large one to two storeys homes sitting on 
big blocks. They usually have backyards and porches with a green open 
space at the front. These elements create a street character, which you 
��������������������������������������������������
�����������������
help it relate to the surrounds.

Homes in the surrounding areas usually consists of one building type – 
the single house. This type of house is great for larger households (like 
families with children), but what about everyone else in the community? 
People who live alone, people who don’t have children, people who are 
���������������Ǥ���������������������������ơ���������������������������
more choices for everyone in the community.

Balconies and porches help creating safe streets through providing what 
��������Ǯ������������������ǯǤ��������������������������������������������
buildings to the edge of streets. It will make them good active places.

Lake Monger Drive is an important road, and that means it is busy with 
fast moving cars. Think about whether someone may or may not want 
to live or play near this road, and how you could protect them from the 
�������ǫ��������������������������������������������������ơ�����������
road and houses.

Lake Monger is a very important place for the Noongar people and the 
���������������Ǥ�����������������������������������������Ƥ��������
for everyone to use it in a way that keeps the eco-system protected 
and respected. Consider ways to bring people into this space with clear 
walking and cycling paths.

To the east of the site all of the streets have laneways behind (like 
��������������������������������ȌǤ������������������������������������
with car access and waste removal, but in recent times they have also 
become important paths and places for people. How can laneways be 
added into your design? Maybe these laneways can run through the 
middle of street blocks?

To the south and west, the site is surrounded by other urban 
neighbourhoods. When designing your street network, think about 
connecting to the existing streets in these neighbourhoods, including 
�������������������������������������Ǥ����������������������������������
the areas beyond, rather than feeling like a ‘separate island’.


������������������������������������������������������������������
������ǡ�����������������������������������������������������������������
many cafes, shops and other daily services.

Lake Monger is a place to connect with nature, play and enjoy time with 
family and friends. The surrounding urban areas don’t have as much 
public open space, so they depend on this park. Consider including 
public spaces for everyone to keep enjoying the natural and social 
activities provided by the site today. Think about ways that the lake area 
can stay open to the public with clear paths and facilities that are very 
inclusive for people in the neighbourhood. On idea could be to include 
an environmental education centre on the lake, but there are many more 
you can think of.

Technology is part of our daily life. It is also an important tool in making 
���������������������������ƥ���������������������Ǥ�����������������
opportunities for this neighbourhood to generate its own renewable 
energy (you could leave space for a shared energy system), or maybe 
the buildings might have a futuristic recycle sorting system? Maybe there 
is a new driverless public transport hub that can take people into the city 
without needing their own car?

There is an opportunity for the Lake Monger recreation club to be 
refreshed for all the new people who would live and work in the area. 
Think about ways it can connect to the new community on its southern 
side.
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Through four lenses

Natural world

Built world

Movement

People and culture
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Learning phases

1 Discover
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Learning phases

1 Discover

2 Design
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Learning phases

1 Discover

2 Design

3 Exhibit
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School experiences
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How you can help the seeds programme

We’re creating an online package for all schools

Know any high school teachers who need a hand? 

Able to assist with walking tours & design tutorials?

Visit our website at www.cohenconnect.org




