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ɪ
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ɪ
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PPeUSZɪ
ɪ

ɪ ɪ



CaSMP AOES§ ǤPSPDFFEJOHTǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
CaSMP AOdS¥ iT a PeSVWiaO-ANeSicaO XSiUeS aOd QeSfPSNaOce QPeU. He TeSWed aT a NaWZ HPTQiUaMɪ
CPSQTNaO fPS MaSiOeT dVSiOg OQeSaUiPO ISaRi FSeedPN. HiT XSiUiOg haT aQQeaSed iO SAND JPVSOaM,ɪ
PidgePOhPMeT, CSeaN CiUZ ReWieX, PaMaWeS, FVOicVMaS aOd PUheST. ǣPSPceediOgTǤ XaT XSiUUeO XhiMeɪ
SefMecUiOg PO Uhe TecPOd BVTh ZeaST, UheiS [eiUgeiTU, QPXeS TUSVggMeT, aOd XaZT Pf XieMdiOg QVbMicɪ
PQiOiPO.ɪɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



PSPDFFEJOHTɫ
CaSMP AOdS¥ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
FSPN Uhe cVNVMaUiWe hiTUPSZ Pf UhiT cPOfMicU, iU haT beeO deUeSNiOed UhaU:ɪ
ɪ

a) Uhe IORViTiUPS XaT aU faVMU fPS Uhe NajPSiUZ Pf QeSQeUSaUiPOT agaiOTU Uhe TUaUe, OaNeMZ, Uheɪ
QePQMe aOd iUT geOeSaM XeMfaSe.ɪ
ɪ
b) Uhe IORViTiUPS haT deNaOded, if OPU iNQPTed, TUeeQ SeTPVSce aMMPcaUiPOT fPS iUT POgPiOgɪ
gaiO.ɪ
ɪ
c) Uhe IORViTiUPS haT Med OPNiOaM iOiUiaUiWeT fPS iNQSPWeNeOU UhaU XeSe RVicLMZ abaOdPOedɪ
aOd SeQPSUed aT accPNQMiThed.ɪ
ɪ
d) Uhe IORViTiUPS haT TabPUaged effPSUT fPS aO iOcMVTiWe fPSN Pf gPWeSOaOce aOd UPMeSaOce Pfɪ
diWeSgeOU WieXT PUheS UhaO UhPTe Pf Uhe IORViTiUPS & CP.ɪ
ɪ
e) fVSUheS, Uhe IORViTiUPS haT SeMegaUed faS-SeachiOg, daNagiOg iNQPTiUiPOT UP QSiWaUe eOUiUieTɪ
PVUTide aOZ gPWeSONeOUaM jVSiTdicUiPO. EOUiUieT, POe NVTU cPOfeTT, Pf abeSSaOU eUhicaMɪ
QSacUiceT, if OPU PVUSighU cSiNiOaM.ɪ
ɪ
f) Uhe IORViTiUPS haT decSied, UiNe aOd agaiO, a faMTe Oeed fPS iUT PXO TecVSiUZ aOd QSPUecUiPOɪ
befPSe NVMUiOaUiPOaM fPSVNT, Xhich haWe cPOceded UP NaOZ Pf Uhe IORViTiUPSǠT deNaOdT aUɪ
Uhe cPTU Pf UheiS PXO QSiWacZ aOd MibeSUZ.ɪ
ɪ
g) Uhe IORViTiUPS NaiOUaiOT a TeMecUiWe NeNPSZ Pf eWeOUT, SeOdeSiOg aMM WaSZiOg PVUTideS iOQVUɪ
Pf eRViWaMeOU UiNeT VOacLOPXMedged, UheSebZ, PNiUUed fSPN Uhe SecPSd.ɪ
ɪ
h) iO iUT QVSTViU Pf PNiTTiPOT, Uhe IORViTiUPS haT TQeaSheaded a TPfU MegaM, if OPU cMaOdeTUiOe,ɪ
QVTh fPS iOfPSNeSǠT bZQaTT aOd QSPTecVUiPO.ɪ
ɪ
i) iT fPS IORViTiUPS, iU haT iU aMM, iU NPWeT iU aMM. IUǠT aMM AceT bMiOd.ɪ
ɪ
j) Uhe IORViTiUPS haT deWPMWed iOUP fVSUheS fSagNeOUT UhaU haWe becPNe aMM Uhe NPSe SadicaMɪ
becaVTe Pf UheiS Ti[e aOd diTPXOeSThiQ; UheTe fVSUheS aOUagPOi[e each PUheS iO a TXaSN-MiLeɪ
gVeSSiMMa TeOTaUiPO.ɪ
ɪ
L) Uhe IORViTiUPS iT QeeMiOg iUTeMf fSPN a SPUUeO USVOL; iU XiMM TMPXMZ TMPVgh Pff aOd dSPQ UP Uheɪ
gSPVOd, XheSe iU XiMM acRViSe OeX fVOgaM Mife aOd eOWiSPOT.ɪ
ɪ
M) Uhe IORViTiUPS iT SPaNiOg deTeSU WiMMageT MiLe a gMidiOg Tea biSd UhaU TVddeOMZ QMVNNeUT UPɪ
QSeZ fSPN Uhe QPPM Pf Uhe MiWiOg.ɪ
ɪ
N) iO aO iOTUaOU, Uhe IORViTiUPS eZeT ZPV UhSPVgh Uhe TcSeeO, QiOQPiOUT ZPV NPWiOg UhSPVghɪ
USaffic, aOd aTTeTTeT ZPVS SaUiPOaMe baTed PO ZPVS VTeS TeaSch hiTUPSZ.ɪ
ɪ



O) Uhe IORViTiUPS XeaST TNPLZ eZeThadPX aOd Maced fiThOeUT befPSe a faSaXaZ NiSSPS UhaU XiMMɪ
OPU USZ UP adWaOce iNQeachNeOU, aT iT Uhe IORViTiUPSǠT QSacUice.ɪ
ɪ
P) Uhe IORViTiUPS, Uhe IORViTiUPS ​ooh-la-la ​T​ ​iUT USeNeOdPVT SefMecUiPO, bMPXiOg LiTTeT aOdɪ
NPVOUiOg Uhe bed PO aMM fPVST, TUaSiOg aU iUT PXO bacLTide, XiThiOg UP eaU iU, MiLe aOɪ
PVSPbPSPT TOaLe.ɪ
ɪ
Q) Uhe IORViTiUPSǠT iNNeOTe aTTeUT aSe QaSTed PVU gMPbaMMZ, UhSPVgh NVMUiQMe SeQSeTeOUaUiWeTɪ
Pf iUT USVe caQiUaM KSPOPT, Xhich ThPVMd OeWeS be SecPOTUiUVUed, MeTU iU becPNe UaSgeUed fPSɪ
UaY QVSQPTeT.ɪ
ɪ
R) Uhe IORViTiUPS cPOUaiOT aMM RVeTUiPOT, QeSiPd.ɪ
ɪ
S) UP be aO IORViTiUPS, POe NVTU cPOWeOe UP SecPOTUiUVUe POeTeMf iOUP aO VOSegVMaUedɪ
NVMUiQMiciUZ aOd gaiO Uhe NPTU fSPN Uhe MeaTU. NPU UP NeOUiPO, NaLe a QPiOU Pf diWeSTifZiOgɪ
XiUh iOTideST Pf cPOfMicU NaSLeUT.ɪ
ɪ
T) NPTU iNQPSUaOUMZ, aO IORViTiUPS caOceMT PVU Uhe iORViSeST, TiOce UP be aO IORViTiUPS iT Uheɪ
eNbPdiNeOU Pf Uhe iORViSZ QPMiUiL.ɪ
ɪ
U) Uhe IORViTiUPS XiMM fMZbZ decPNQPTe.ɪ
ɪ
V) Uhe IORViTiUPS XiMM bVSO PO cPOUacU aT if OPUhiOg had eWeS haQQeOed.ɪ
ɪ
W) Uhe IORViTiUPS XiMM acRViSe iUT face, ZPVS face, NZ face, UheiS face.ɪ
ɪ
X) Uhe IORViTiUPS iT Uhe TPMe eYecVUPS Pf aMM UhaU iU iT, aOd ThaMM SeNaiOɪ
OaNeMeTT.ɪ

ɪ ɪ



RaOEZ BSPXO ǤCMaVTFXJU[JaO OaUVSF QPFNǥɫ
Ǥa QPFNǥɫɫ
ǤKVTU-aOPUIFS-EaZ IaJLVǥɫ

ɪ
ɪ
RaOdZ BSPXO eNbedded XiUh hiT fPSNeS IPXa ASNZ NaUiPOaM GVaSd VOiU aT a ciWiMiaO jPVSOaMiTU iOɪ
AfghaOiTUaO, MaZ-JVOe 2011. A 20-ZeaS WeUeSaO XiUh POe PWeSTeaT deQMPZNeOU, he TVbTeRVeOUMZɪ
aVUhPSed Uhe 2015 QPeUSZ cPMMecUiPOɪ​Welcome to FOB Haiku: War Poems from Inside the Wire​. He aMTPɪ
cP-ediUed Uhe 2019 MiMiUaSZ WSiUeST GViMd-TQPOTPSed aOUhPMPgZɪ​Why We Write: Craft Essays on Writingɫ
War.​ɪA fPSNeS ediUPS Pf cPNNVOiUZ aOd NeUSP OeXTQaQeST, aT XeMM aT OaUiPOaM cPOTVNeS aOd USadeɪ
Naga[iOeT, he iT OPX a fSeeMaOceS baTed iO CeOUSaM IPXa. AT ǣChaSMie SheSQa,Ǥ he bMPgT abPVU 21TUɪ
ceOUVSZ XaS QPeUSZ aUɪ​XXX.fPbhaiLV.cPN​; abPVU ciWiM-NiMiUaSZ diaMPgVe aUɪ​XXX.SedbVMMSiTiOg.cPN ​;ɪ
aOd abPVU NiMiUaSZ-UheNed QVbMiThiOg aUɪ​XXX.aiNiOgciScMe.cPN​.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ

http://www.fobhaiku.com/
http://www.redbullrising.com/
http://www.aimingcircle.com/


CMaVTFXJU[JaO OaUVSF QPFNɫ
ɪ
Uhe POMZ UhiOgɪ
XaS eWeS chaOgeTɪ
iT Uhe VOifPSNɪ
ɪ
ɪ
*ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
a QPFNɫ
ɪ
YPV dPOǠU haWe UP NaLe eWeSZUhiOgɪ
a QPeN, The Taid.ɪ
ɪ
OS abPVUɪ
beiOg a VeUeSaO.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
*ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
KVTU-aOPUIFS-EaZ IaJLVɫ
ɪ
AOZPOe LOPX XhZɪ
fMagT aSe aU haMf-TUaff agaiO?ɪ
SecPOd UiNe UhiT NPOUh.ɪ
ɪ ɪ



MJDIaFMa CPQMFO ǤBFXaSF RaEJPaDUJWF WJME BPaSǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
MichaeMa CPQMeO iT a MifeMPOg ASNZ bSaU aOd cVSSeOU MaSThaMM SchPMaS TUVdZiOg fPS a MaTUeST iOɪ
IOUeSOaUiPOaM ReMaUiPOT aU Uhe UOiWeSTiUZ Pf OYfPSd. IO 2013, The XaT aQQPiOUed NaUiPOaM SUVdeOUɪ
PPeU bZ MST. ObaNa aOd Uhe PSeTideOUǠT CPNNiUUee PO Uhe ASUT & Uhe HVNaOiUieT. HeS QPeNT haWeɪ
beeO QVbMiThed POMiOe XiUhɪ​The Atlanticɫ ​aOdɪQPeUT.PSg, aT XeMM aT iO QSiOU XiUh Uheɪ​Bellevue Literaryɫ
Review ​. She XaT QVbMiThed iO CPQQeS CaOZPO PSeTTǠT ecP-QPeUSZ aOUhPMPgZ,ɪ​Here: Poems for theɫ
Planet,ɫ ​aOd SeceOUMZ XPO Uhe 2019 TSPVbadPVS IOUeSOaUiPOaM PPeUSZ PSi[e aOd Uhe 2020 JPOɪ
SUaMMXPSUhZ PSi[e.ɪǣBeXaSe RadiPacUiWe WiMd BPaSǤ XaT iOTQiSed bZ heS SeTeaSch PO Uhe MPOg-UeSNɪ
eOWiSPONeOUaM effecUT Pf OVcMeaS diTaTUeS aOd OVcMeaS XaSǜcPNbiOiOg a SeaM OeXT TUPSZ XiUh Uheɪ
PfUeO-NZUhPMPgi[ed iNage Pf a NPOTUSPVT, TVQeSOaUVSaM bPaS.ɪ
ɪ ɪ



BFXaSF RaEJPaDUJWF WJME BPaSɫ
MichaeMa CPQMeOɪ
ɪ

ǤBoar are thought to be particularly affected because theyɫɫ
root through the soil for food.ǥ ǜ ​The TeMegSaQhɫ

ɪ
ɪ
The PMd NZUh-NaLeST bViMU UheiS bPaSTɪɪ
fSPN hVNaO TiOǜbSiTUMed hPaSɪɪ
XiUh UVTLT UP UeaS & hPPWeT UhaU USPdɪɪ
gPPd faSNMaOd iOUP XaTUeǜɪ
ɪ
Xe haWe OP VTe fPS NPSUaM NPOTUeST OPXɪ
NVThSPPNT    MiLe gSief    bMPPN & UXiTUɪ
XheSe ZeaST agP   OVcMeaS NiTUɪ
feMM PO Uhe fPSeTU fMPPSɪ
ɪ
IO UhiT OeX NZUh Uhe fPSNVMaǠT Uhe TaNe,ɪ
eYceQU Uhe bPaS iT POMZ haMf-aMiWeɪ
& OaNed CheSOPbZM, HiSPThiNa,ɪ
PSPdVcU Pf OVS LaUeTU SiOǜɪ
ɪ
She haVOUT Uhe daSLeOed cPVOUSZTide,ɪ
OP deNigPd UP TUSiLe heS dPXOɪɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



JFTTJDa EWaOT ǤTQPVTF, EFQFOEFOU, TJEF DaSǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
JeTTica EWaOT iT a CiOciOOaUi OaUiWe XhP geUT Uhe chaOce UP SecSeaUe hPNe eWeSZ feX ZeaST. MPTUɪ
SeceOUMZ, The caMMed a BaWaSiaO fPSeTU hPNe, aOd TPPO TheǠMM be eTUabMiThiOg OeX SPPUT iO WaThiOgUPO,ɪ
DC. SheǠT a QSeWiPVT PVThcaSU OPNiOee. A NeOUPS fPS Uhe VeUeSaO'T WSiUiOg PSPjecU, EWaOT iTɪ
eOUhVTiaTUic abPVU fiOdiOg XaZT UP cPOOecU WeUeSaOT XiUh Uhe SighU SeTPVSceT UP UeMM UheiS TUPSieT. HeSɪ
XPSL eYQMPSeT Uhe cPOceQU Pf TeMf aOd hPNe aOd UhiT QVbMicaUiPO iO ​Collateral​ iT a SefMecUiPO Pf UhaU.ɪ
CPOOecU XiUh heS PO TXiUUeSɪ@jeTTTica__eWaOT.ɪɪ
ɪ ɪ



TQPVTF, EFQFOEFOU, TJEFDaSɫ
JeTTica EWaOTɪ
ɪ
ɪ
becaVTe I dPOǠU LOPX if IǠWe eaSOed UhaU SighUɪ
(UP caMM NZTeMf NiMTQPVTe) XheO TP NaOZ PUheS MifeUiNeT haWe cPNe befPSeɪ
HaiM aOd FaSeXeMMT &ɪ
MedeShPTeO eWeOUT; I TQPLe PUheS MaOgVageTɪ
befPSe TaZiOg UXP XPSdT aU a cPVOUZ cMeSL cPVSUhPVTe iO OLMahPNa, NZɪɪ
POMZ PQUiPO UP geU POUP QPTU, UP begiO Uhe TiMLXPSN cPcPPO Pf MeaSOiOgɪɪ
ɪ
a TQPVTe XhP cPNeT XiUh ThPVMdeS baST NeaOT a TQPVTe XhPɪɪ
cPNeT XiUh QaiO; I XaT UPP PMd UP beMieWe UhaUɪɪ
SeadiOeTT iT biSUhed fSPN VOiU gSPVQT, UPP NZTUified OPU UP MeaSOɪɪ
hPX UP abbSeWiaUe NZ Mife iOUP acSPOZNT UhaU TPVOd aT cPNQMeYɪ
aT UheTe cPOTUaOU QeSNaOeOU chaOgeT Pf TUaUiPO (UhPVgh NZ TUaUiPOǜɪ ɪ
TQPVTe, deQeOdeOU, Tide caSǜOeWeS TeeNT UP chaOge)ɪ
ɪ
XheO QePQMe aTL hPX NVch I MPWe ǣTeeiOg Uhe XPSMdǤɪɪ
WagVe SeTQPOTeT aSe beTU,ɪ
(UPP) afSaid Uhe cPNQMeYiUZ Pf VOLOPXOT XiMM be cSPXdedɪɪ
iO aO aMSeadZ bVTZ aOd fVMM NiOd; I VaTeMiOe TNiMe, OeWeS UhSiMMedɪ
bVU aMXaZT aXaSe Xe haWe UPɪɪ
aUUeOd aOPUheS eWeOU, XheSe IǠMM be SeNiOded agaiOɪ
I aN OPU Uhe TeSWice NeNbeS, TPɪɪ
NZ TeSWice cPNeT fPS fSee (a faNiMZ bVTiOeTT, UhiT)ɪɪ
ɪ
aOd I MeaSO UP eYiTU iO aOd PVU, SeMZ PO Uhe fPVS cSPX caMMT UPɪɪ
aMeSU Ne UP aO eOeNZ, UiNe PS diTUaOce, PS faiMed cPNNVOicaUiPO, iOUegSaUiPOɪ
UeSNT MiLe WigiMaOce aOd SeadiOeTT XheO Uhe POMZ UhiOg IǠWe eWeS XaOUedɪɪ
iO dVTUZ dSZ LaXUPOɪɪ
XaT UP MPWe NZ chPTeOǜɪ
ɪ
Uhe ASNZ Wife HaOdbPPL dPeT OPU QSeQaSe POe fPS Uheɪɪ
MiUaOZ Pf MPTT UhaU Xe MeaSO, a caTcade Pf diTaQQPiOUNeOUTɪɪ
LegP TUacLed aOd cMiQQed UPgeUheS, XPSTe PO TQeciaM daZT XheOɪɪ
FPSce cPOdiUiPOT & QSPUecUiPOT haWe beeO eMeWaUed aOd fieMd UiNe eYUeOded,ɪ
ɪ
XheO UheSeǠT aMXaZT POe NPSe NeNP UP XSiUe, a bSief UP QSPPf, a NeeUiOg UP aUUeOd,ɪɪ
aOd Uhe TidecaS TiUT MPX UP Uhe gSPVOd.ɪɪ
ɪ ɪ



AMFY EXJOH ǤWJUIESaXaMǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
AMeY EXiOgǠT QPeNT haWe aQQeaSed iO ​Juked ​, ​Genre Urban Arts​, ​Dying​ ​Dahlia ​ aOd NPSe. HeS ficUiPOɪ
haT aQQeaSed iO ​Not Your Mother's Breastmilk ​.​ ​She MiWeT iO CeOUSaM OhiP. OO ǣWiUhdSaXaMǤ The XSiUeT,ɪ
ǣThiT iT a ​ ​TUPSZ Pf TeMf-NedicaUiPO aT a NeaOT UP eTcaQe eYUSeNeMZ QaiOfVM NeNPSieT​, ​aOd Uheɪ
cPOfVTiPO UhaU aSiTeT iO UhPTe XhP XiUOeTT iU.Ǥɪ ɪ



WJUIESaXaMɫ
AMeY EXiOgɪ
ɪ
ɪ
IO Uhe NiddMe Pf Uheɪ
NighU, Uhe MighU iT POɪ
UOdeS Uhe baUhSPPN dPPSɪ
ɪ
The TUPSZ gPeTɪ
MZ faUheSǠT hPNeɪ
I Tee hiT ThadPXɪ
BeOeaUh Uhe dPPSɪ
ɪ
He NaLeT TPVOdTɪ
I OeWeS heaSd befPSeɪ
A QaiOɪɪ
HPMMPX SeUchiOgɪ
ScSeaNiOg UheO TiMeOceɪ
ɪ
I aN XaUchiOgɪ
The dPPS XiUhɪɪ
EWeSZ TcSeaNɪ
I aOUiciQaUe aO eTcaQeɪ
DaOgeS, a TUSaOgeSɪ
ɪ
I dP OPU LOPXɪ
ThiT NaOɪɪ
He dPeTOǠU LOPXɪɪ
IǠN XaUchiOg.ɪɪ
He eNeSgeTɪ
ɪ
I dP OPU cPWeSɪ
MZ eZeTɪɪ
IǠWe TeeOɪɪ
TPP NVch OPXɪ
MZ dad, hiT QaiOɪ
ɪ
He gPeT iO aOd PVUɪ
AMM UhSPVgh Uhe OighUɪ
HaVOUiOg TPVOdTɪ
ReUchiOg UheOɪ
SiMeOceɪ
ɪ
The OeYU NPSOiOgɪ
LiLe OPUhiOgɪ
EWeS haQQeOedɪ
MZ dad XPVMd UeMMɪ
JPLeT aOd NZ NPN XPVMdɪ



LaVgh VOUiMɪ
PPPf, he XaT gPOe agaiOɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



DaWJE GSPVMY ǤBPNbFS PJMPU EOUSZ LPH: SPNFXIFSF JO UIF MJEEMF EaTUǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
DaWid GSPVMYǠT 11Uh bPPL Pf QPeUSZ, ​From Turtle Island to Ga[a ​, XaT QVbMiThed MaTU ZeaS. OO UhiTɪ
QaSUicVMaS QPeN, he XSiUeT, ǣThe dPWe, beiOg a TZNbPM Pf Qeace, QhPTQhPSVT, a feSUiMi[eS VTed UPɪ
gSPX UhiOgTǜOPOe Pf UhaU iT QSeTeOU heSe.ɪWhaU NaLeT Uhe QPeN iT XhaU iT NiTTiOg.Ǥɪ
ɪ ɫ



BPNbFS PJMPU EOUSZ LPH: SPNFXIFSF JO UIF MJEEMF EaTUɫ
DaWid GSPVMYɪ
ɫ
ɫ
The bPNbT feMM MiLe dPWeTɪ
UheiS XhiUeOeTTɪ
NVSdeSiOg eWeSZUhiOgɪ
ɪ ɪ



SaSa HaJMTUPOF ǤRPTFT aOE CPODSFUFǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
SaSa HaiMTUPOeǠT XSiUiOg iT bPSO fSPN OaWigaUiOg Uhe SaX cPOOecUiPOT UhaU TcPVSiOg cPMMaQTedɪ
dPNeTUic MaOdTcaQeT QSPjecU. She iT aO edVcaUPS aOd XSiUeS fSPN MadPc, OOUaSiP, XhP PSieOUTɪ
UPXaSdT Uhe feSPciUZ aOd TeSeOiUZ Pf OaUVSe aOd XhaU Xe caO MeaSO aT hVNaOT fSPN Uhe face Pf fPSeTUɪ
iO PVS PXO MiWeT. A gSadVaUe Pf GVeMQh UOiWeSTiUZ (B.A.) aOd QVeeOǠT UOiWeSTiUZ (M.A. aOd B.Ed.),ɪ
The iT cVSSeOUMZ cPNQMeUiOg heS MaTUeST iO EOgMiTh iO PVbMic TeYUT aU TSeOU UOiWeSTiUZ. ǣRPTeT aOdɪ
CPOcSeUeǤ iT POe QPeN aNPOgTU a QPeUic TeSieT eOUiUMed ǣPeacefVM SPcieUieT,Ǥ iO Xhich The OegPUiaUeTɪ
Uhe deNaOdT Pf MiWiOg aNPOgTU a haSNPOiPVT cPMMecUiWe.ɪ
ɪ ɫ



RPTFT aOE CPODSFUFɫ
SaSa HaiMTUPOeɪ
ɪ

ǤRespect for the rights of others is peace.ǥɫɫ
ǝBenito Juare[ɫ

ɪ
ɪ
VOdeS aUUacL,ɪɪ
aOgSZ chiMdSeO caO QVMMɪɪ
MeaWeT Pff TNaMM USeeT,ɪ
QMaOUT MefU iO Uhe daSLɪ
XiUhPVU XaUeS,ɪɪ
ɪ
dSZiOg VQ,ɪɪ
eYQeM UheNTeMWeT Pf UheNTeMWeT,ɪɪ
TMPXMZ,ɪɪ
a RVieU TVSWiWaM aNPOgTUɪ
hPTUiMe eOWiSPONeOUT,ɪɪ
ɪ
VOMeTT,ɪɪ
XiUh Uhe SighU aNPVOU Pfɪɪ
TVOMighU,ɪɪ
a UaTUe Pf XaUeS,ɪɪ
ɪ
SeTiMieOcZ iT TUPic,ɪɪ
a bVddiOg OeX bSaOch,ɪɪ
UVbeS aOd SPPUed,ɪɪ
gSeeO gSPXT bacL,ɪɪ
QVMQ fPSNT PWeS a gOaTh,ɪɪ
TLiO aOd TcaS,ɪɪ
ɪ
adaQUaUiPO iTɪɪ
chaSacUeSiTUic,ɪɪ
caNPVfMage,ɪɪ
QPiTPO aOd UhPSO,ɪɪ
fMeeiOg iT a daOdeMiPO Teedɪ
fMPaUiOg TafeMZ,ɪɪ
XiOdbMPXO XiTheT,ɪɪ
PS Uhe bMVe jaZ dSPQQiOgɪɪ
a TVOfMPXeS TheMM,ɪɪ
OeWeS fPSgeU,ɪɪ
SPTeT aOd cPOcSeUe.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



KSJTUJOF ISFEaMF ǤMaZbF NFYU TJNFǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
KSiTUiOe ISedaMe iT aO ISaR WaS WeUeSaO. HeS QPeNT haWe beeO QVbMiThed iO EaTUeSO WaThiOgUPOɪ
UOiWeSTiUZ'T TUVdeOU MiUeSaSZ Naga[iOe ​Northwest Boulevard ​ aOd The VeUeSaOǠT WSiUiOg PSPjecU RVaSUeSMZɪ
QVbMicaUiPO ​O-Dark-Thirty ​, aNPOg PUheST. ThiT QaSUicVMaS QPeN XaT iOTQiSed iO QaSU bZ PPeUT PO Uheɪ
CPaTU: A WeeLeOd WSiUiOg ReUSeaU fPS WPNaO aOd ISedaMeǠT eYQeSieOceT Pf TeSWiOg iO Uhe NiMiUaSZ.ɪ
ɪ ɪ



MaZbF NFYU TJNFɫ
KSiTUiOe ISedaMeɪ
ɪ
ɪ
AMM ThiU iT bSPXO iO YaLiNa,ɪɪ
MiLe Uhe POe UiNe UhaUɪɪ
TeSgeaOU fiSTU cMaTT aTLedɪ
if ZPV XeSe XeaSiOg MiQTUicL.ɪ
Yeah, MiLe UheSeǠT TPNePOe heSeɪɪ
UhaU IǠd MiLe UP iNQSeTT.ɪ
CPMd XiOdT aMXaZT MeaWeɪ
NZ cheeLT aOd MiQT bSighU Sed.ɪ
SLiO QaMe MiLe deaUh. Yeah, ifɪɪ
UheSeǠT aOZPOe IǠd MiLe UP iNQSeTTɪɪ
iUǠT deaUh. WeǠWe bSVThed QaTU each PUheSɪɪ
a feX UiNeT iO Uhe haMMXaZ.ɪ
BPSO OPU bSeaUhiOg. ThPTe NPSUaSTɪɪ
iO MPTVM aOd Xe NVTUOǠU fPSgeUɪɪ
Uhe VBIED. MaZbe OeYU UiNeɪ
IǠMM haWe Uhe cPVSage UP QSeTTɪɪ
NZ bPdZ VQ agaiOTU hiT. PMaOUɪɪ
a LiTT PO hiT MiQT. TaLe hiN bacLɪɪ
UP NZ SPPN PS heMM, gP bacL UP hiT.ɪ
IU XPVMd be PVS MiUUMe TecSeU.ɪ
JVTU MeU Uhe TPfU aOiNaM Pf ZPVS bPdZɪɪ
MPWe XhaU iU MPWeT.ɪ
ɪ
I TaX a UVSUMe cSPTTiOg Uhe TUSeeUɪɪ
aT I XaT dSiWiOg PO a cPVOUSZ SPad.ɪ
IU Nade Ne UhiOL Pf JPhO SUeiObecLǠTɪɪ
OPWeM ​The Grapes of Wrath​. MaZbeɪ
I ThPVMd haWe TUPQQed UP TaWe iU,ɪ
iOTUead Pf dSiWiOg bZ MiTUeOiOg UPɪ
JPhOOZ CaThǠT ǣI WaML Uhe LiOe.Ǥɪ
DeaUh iT aMXaZT TP NVch cPPMeS aOdɪ
MeTT NeTTZ PO UeMeWiTiPO. AMUhPVgh Iɪɪ
Tee NPVOUaiOT aOd PceaO. I TUiMMɪ
dSeaN Pf deTeSU aOd heaSɪɪ
Uhe hVN Pf aiSQMaOeT.ɪɪ
ɪ ɪ



INSaO BPF KIaO ǤTIF EaSUI IT SVTQFOEFEǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
INSaO BPe KhaO haT SeceOU XPSL aQQeaSiOg, PS fPSUhcPNiOg, iO ​The Rumpus​, ​Cosmonauts Avenue​,ɪ
Routledge​ aOd ​Juked ​. He haT XPO Uhe ThPNaT HaSdZ PSi[e aOd haT had QPeUSZ OPNiOaUed fPS BeTU Pfɪ
Uhe NeU. KhaO MiWeT iO ChSiTUchVSch, DPSTeU XiUh hiT Xife aOd chiMdSeO. He XSiUeT, ǣBefPSe I XSPUeɪ
ǟThe EaSUh iT SVTQeOdedǠ, I TQeOU a bVT Side cPOUeNQMaUiOg NZ PXO TeOTe Pf PVS OaUVSaM XPSMd, XhaUɪ
I dP UP iU aOd XhaU iU dPeT UP Ne. TheO, I iNagiOed Uhe eOUiSe OaUVSaM XPSMd gPiOg cSa[Z. IǠNɪ
geOeSaMMZ aO PQUiNiTUic QeSTPO XheO iU cPNeT UP hVNaO OaUVSe bVU, iO UhiT QPeN,ɪI UhPVghU Pfɪ
hVNaOiUZ TiUUiOg bacL aOd eOjPZiOg Uhe TQecUacMe Pf Uhe XPSMd bSeaLiOg dPXOǜaT if Xe had Uheɪ
SighU. ​ThiT QPeN iT abPVU Uhe WVMgaS TQecUacMe Pf cPOfMicUǜhPX TPNe haWe becPNe deTeOTiUi[ed UPɪ
Uhe cSVeMUZ Pf XaS UhSPVgh eYQeSieOciOg cPOfMicU aT faSaXaZ cPOTVNeST.Ǥɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɫ



TIF EaSUI JT SVTQFOEFEɫ
INSaO KhaOɪ
ɪ
ɪ
The POMZ OPiTe XaT NZ PXO bPdZɪɪ
gSPXiOg MeaWeT fSPN iUT UhSPaU.ɪɪ
ɪ
A XPSMd TeUUMed MiLe aO eMN PO NZ MiQT.ɪɪ
AOZ QaSU SeNPWed XPVMd MeaSO UP gSPX bacL.ɪɪ
ɪ
The TLieT TMPXMZ cMeaSed MiLe aMM caQUVSed Mife,ɪɪ
UhiO OaiMT heMd Uhe TVO bacL.ɪɪ
ɪ
I TUPPd TUiMM aT OaUVSe Xaded Uhe QPPM iO ZPVS cheTU,ɪ
hVTLed each hPSi[PO.ɪ ɪ
ɪ
AOd TP I XPSe Uhe ThaNe eWeSZ daZ, Uhe NPVSOfVM LOPUɪ
Pf faUe bPVOd aOd ThVddeSiOg. I QVMMed heaU fSPN a Mifeɪɪ
ɪ
UhaU fMVUUeSed UhSPVgh PiM aOd gPMd. I aUe TNPLe aOd TQPLe Pf chaOge.ɪɪ
MZ NPVUh begaO UP UaTUe NadOeTT QPVSed PVU aT TaMU aOd XaUeS.ɪ
ɪ
IU UVSOed Uhe eMN iOUP a XiUOeTT UP Uhe UeSSPS. TheSeǠT OPUhiOgɪɪ
UP be dPOe abPVU a XPSMd baQUiTed iO Uhe QiU Pf NZ cPSe.ɪ ɪ
ɪ
IO UhiT OeX TcSeaNiOg gaNe, I aN SPZaMUZ. I haWe USPVbMeɪ
OaNiOg NZTeMf iO a MaOd XheSe deWPVSiOg cPNeT hPNe,ɪ
ɪ ɪ
XheSe MighU faMMT iO QaUcheT, UVSOT MeaWeT fMPSeTceOU.ɪɪ
I haWe MiWed Uhe Mife ZPV hVOU iO Uhe daSLOeTT.ɪɪ
ɪ
The XPSMd iT iO fMVY.ɪɪ
We haWe aMM cPNe UP XaUch.ɪɪ
ɪ ɪ



JJN MDGaSSaI ǤIO a MFaEPX WIFSF TIJOHT BFMPOHǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
JiNɪMcGaSSah iTɪUhe aVUhPS Pf UeO bPPLT.ɪ​Running the Voodoo Down ​ɪXPO Uhe EMiYiS PSeTT PPeUSZ PSi[eɪ
iO 2003, aOd hiT OeX cPMMecUiPO Pf QPeNT,ɪ​A Balancing Act​, XaT QVbMiThed bZ LaNaS UOiWeSTiUZ PSeTTɪ
iO MaZ 2018. A NeNPiS Pf XaS eOUiUMedɪ​A Temporary Sort of Peaceɫ​(IOdiaOa HiTUPSicaM SPcieUZ PSeTT,ɪ
2007) XPO a OaUiPOaM ESic HPffeS NPOficUiPO AXaSd. BMVe HeSPO BPPL WPSLT QVbMiThedɪ
McGaSSahǠT OeXeTU OPOficUiPO bPPL iO 2017 eOUiUMedɪ​Misdemeanor Outlaw ​. Of Uhe QPeN iO UhiT iTTVe iOɪ
CPMMaUeSaM, McGaSSah XSiUeT, ǣI TVTQecU UhaU NPTU QPeUT dPOǠU cPNe UP a QPeN iOiUiaMMZ. The QPeNɪ
cPNeT UP UheN. IU iT OPU a QSPdVcU Pf Uhe XiMM bVU NPSe a haQQeOiOg. CaMM iU iOTQiSaUiPO, Uhe NVTe,ɪ
DVeOde, PS MVcL, I XaTOǠU MPPLiOg fPS a UeOOiT baMM iO Uhe NiddMe Pf a cPX QaTUVSe, OPS Uhe NeNPSZ iUɪ
geOeSaUed. ThaU iT XhaU NaLeT XSiUiOg QPeUSZ eYciUiOg.Ǥɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



IO a MFaEPX WIFSF TIJOHT BFMPOHɫ
JiN McGaSSahɪ

ɪ
ɪ

IO Uhe TNaMM QaUch Pf baSSeO diSUɪ
Teeded XiUh gSaTT SefVTiOg UP gSPX,ɪ
a OePO gSeeO UeOOiT baMM TQSPVUT.ɪ
ɪ
I aN NiMeT fSPN aOZ UeOOiT cPVSUɪ
iO a NeadPX QSeTeSWed fPS biSdT,ɪ
TRViSSeMT, chiQNVOLT, aOd XPSNT,ɪ
ɪ
Xhich QSPWeT UP Ne UhaU iSPOicɪ
jVYUaQPTiUiPO iT a fMaX iO hVNaOɪ
behaWiPS aOd OPU Uhe RViSLɪ
ɪ
Pf a chaPUic VOiWeSTe. RefMecUiPOTɪ
TVch aT UhiT SeNiOd Ne Pf RicL,ɪ
PVS NaWZ cPSQTNaO iO cPNbaUǜɪ
ɪ
he XaT geOUMe, cVSiOg chiMdSeOɪɪ
XiUh chPcPMaUe baST aOd QaUchiOgɪɪ
Uhe XPVOded aT Xe bMedɪ
ɪ
VOUiM he aSSiWed XheSe he didOǠUɪɪ
beMPOg, iO a NeadPX SeTeSWed fPS dZiOg,ɪ
OPU heaMiOg. NPU XaOUiOg UP VQTeUɪ
ɪ
Uhe baMaOce Pf OaUVSe, he QMaced a SifMeɪ
beOeaUh hiT chiO aOd cPNQSeTTedɪ
Uhe USiggeS TPfUMZ, aT if iU NighU bSeaL.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



MaSZ EMMFO TaMMFZ ǤAMM GPS a SOPXbaMM VJbVSOVNǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
MaSZ EMMeO TaMMeZǠT QPeNT haWe aQQeaSed XideMZ iO QVbMicaUiPOT iOcMVdiOg RaWeO ChSPOicMeT,ɪ
Flatbush Review ​, ​Banshee​ aOd ​Vietnam War Poetry ​, aT XeMM aT iO TeWeSaM QPeUSZ aOUhPMPgieT TVch aT ​Allɫ
We Can Hold ​ aOd ​Ice Cream Poems​. HeS QPeNT haWe SeceiWed UXP PVThcaSU OPNiOaUiPOT. TaMMeZ haTɪ
USied UP dP ǣZePNaOǠT dVUZǤ dVSiOg heS NaWZ TVbNaSiOeS TPO-iO-MaXǠT NaOZ deQMPZNeOUT bZɪ
aTTiTUiOg aT a OPU-UPP-faS-aXaZ gSaOdNa aOd gaSdeO heMQeS.ɪDVSiOg Uhe VieUOaN eSa, TaMMeZ NaSSiedɪ
eaSMZ XheO heS bPZfSieOd jPiOed Uhe NaWZ. TheZ jVTU ceMebSaUed UheiS 50Uh aOOiWeSTaSZ.ɪ
ɪ ɪ



AMM GPS a SOPXbaMM VJbVSOVNɫ
MaSZ EMMeO TaMMeZɪ
ɪ
ɪɪ
BMacLbeSSZ caOeT aTceOd fSPN LOPbbZ SPPUT.ɪ
ThiO UhSead WiOeT NeaOdeS aOd TQiOdMZ TQSeadɪ
jagged baSbed XiSeǜaSPVOd aOd UhSPVgh bVTheT,ɪ
aOchPS OeX SPPUT iO baSe QaUhT beUXeeO USeeT,ɪ
eWeO UP iOWade ThPSO gSaTTZ QaUhT. OOe XPNaOɪ
XeaSiOg MeaUheS gMPWeT UP heS eMbPXT TUaOdTɪ
feOced iO XiUh UhPSOT, gMPWeT a gifU giWeOɪ
becaVTe The LeQU QVMMiOg aOd ZaOLiOg UhPSOTɪ
iO MPOg TUSaOdT. She eOUeST Uhe UhicLeU UP MPQ Pffɪ
UhicL caOeT aT cMPTe UP SPPUT aT The caO beOd.ɪ
See heS PQeO aOd cMPTe Uhe MPOg haOdMeT,ɪ
cVU QieceT aOd QacL iOUP ZaSd XaTUe bagT.ɪ
HPX eMTe XiMM heS faNiMZ aWPid eOcVNbSaOceɪ
Pf bSiaST?​ɫ​See Uhe biU Pf daSL fSViU, cVQfVMɪ
The hPMdT, UhaU OPX The XiMM TaWPS aOd ThaSe.ɪ
ɪɪ
She faOT heS face. OMdeS gSaOdTPO bSiOgT a gMaTTɪ
Pf ice XaUeS. TheSeǠT high fiSe daOgeS OPX. A baOɪ
PO PVUdPPS bVSOiOg. She fiMMT Uhe MaTU 30-gaMMPOɪ
ZaSd XaTUe bag, XPOdeSiOg hPX TUVQid UP haVMɪ
aMM iO heS SVbaSV UP QaZ eYUSa fPS heS PXO FSidaZɪ
ZaSd XaTUe QicLVQ iO Uhe ciUZ, UheO SeNPWeT UPVghɪ
gMPWeT UP iOTQecU a SPX Pf bMPPdZ UhPSO QSicLTɪ
UhaU TOVcL iO deTQiUe Uhe gifUed QSPUecUiPO.ɪ
ɪɪ
A TNaMM fPSeTU Pf QiOe aOd bVTheT TVSSPVOdɪ
Uhe NPXO MaXO. She caSWeT a TQace UP QMaOUɪ
heS daVghUeSǠT faWPSiUe QhPUP bacLdSPQ, a XhiUeɪ
TOPXbaMM WibVSOVN XiUh QeUaMT Pf QPQcPSO baMMTɪ
UP diQ aOd daOce iO bSee[eT iO hPOPS Pf heS OeXɪ
babe TOVg-UVcLed iOTide TMiOg-caSSieS, XhP XiMMɪ
heaS Uhe TUPSZ Pf gSaOdNaǠT SeNiOdeSTɪ
UP XaUeS PfUeO VOUiM each SPPU UaLeT hPMd.ɪ
ɪ ɪ



AOOF WaSE-MaTUFSTPO ǤDFQMPZNFOUǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
AOOe WaSd-MaTUeSTPO XaT bPSO aOd SaiTed bZ a NiMiUaSZ faNiMZ iO NeX HaNQThiSe. She MaUeSɪ
aUUeOded VOiWeSTiUZ iO Uhe BPTUPO aSea. AfUeS gSadVaUiOg MibSaSZ TchPPM aOd XPSLiOg fPS a ThPSU XhiMeɪ
aU MIT, The USaWeMed Uhe XPSMd XiUh heS USAF hVTbaOd. She XSiUeT abPVU beiOg a NiMiUaSZ Xife aOdɪ
Uhe OaUVSaM XPSMd The eOcPVOUeST iO UheiS USaWeMT.ɪ
ɪ ɪ



DFQMPZNFOUɫ
AOOe WaSd-MaTUeSTPOɪ
ɪ
ɪ
LiWiOg. NPU bZ Uhe UVg Pfɪ
TVO PS NPPO. NPS hVOgeSɪ
PS eWeO eYhaVTUiPO bVU bZ deOZiOgɪ
UhPTe aOd QSeTTiOg PO XiUhɪ
Uhe jPb. OOe XheSe UheZ QaZ ZPV bVUɪ
ZPVǠSe Uhe POe XhP TigOT Uheɪɪ
checL. YPV Tee Uhe XPSMd aiSQPSU bZɪ
aiSQPSU, baTe bZ baTe. SQeOd Uhe OighUɪ
iO aOPUheS biMMeUiOg UeOU ciUZ,ɪ
befPSe eOUeSiOg Uhe bPY. GiWeɪ
ZPVS MeUUeST UP TPNePOe ZPV USVTU,ɪ
iO caTe UhiT iT ZPVS daZ. SQeOd Mife-ɪ
UiNeT eaUiOg TaOd. ReaMi[iOg OPɪ
aNPVOU Pf babZ QPXdeS LeeQTɪ
iU fSPN TUicLiOg UP PS gSiOdiOgɪ
aXaZ Uhe TLiO aU ZPVS aOLMeT,ɪ
VQQeS UhighT. GSeaU gVZT PO ZPVS SighUɪ
aOd MefU, eMbPXT iO each PUheSǠTɪ
SibT. NPX, PVU QaUSPMMiOg,ɪɪ
UaLe UVSOT PO QPiOU aOdɪ
TiY. BacL PO baTe beUXeeO XPSLPVUT,ɪ
bSiefiOgT, aUUeNQUiOg UP TMeeQ.ɪɪ
UTe hVNPS UP TVbWeSU Sage ZPVɪɪ
dPOǠU XaOU UP feed.ɪ
CMeaO ZPVS gVOT iO Uhe daSL, UP TUaZɪ
ThaSQ. WiTh OighUT XeSe TUiMM SeTeSWedɪ
fPS deeQ LiTTeT aOd QhPOe caMMT hPNeɪɪ
UhaU XeSeOǠU TUiMUed bZ TecSeUT: QSPUecUiOgɪ
POe aOPUheS fSPN aOZUhiOgɪ
bVU gPPd OeXT, haQQZ eOdiOgT.ɪ
SUPQ hPMdiOg ZPVS bSeaUh agaiOTUɪɪ
IEDT, TOiQeST, aOd TaOdTUPSNT UhaUɪɪ
fPVM Uhe eOgiOeT Pf aiScSafU.ɪɪ
The OighU befPSe ZPV SPUaUe hPNe: QMaZɪ
caSdT POe NPSe UiNe. OOe. MPSe. SUPgeZ.ɪ
FPS a bSPUheS XhPTe checL gPU caThed.ɪ
FPS Uhe LidT, bSiOg hPNe Uhe LegP cPSWeUUeɪ
NaiOUaiOeST gSeX bPSed XiUh,ɪ
eOdMeTTMZ bViMdiOg aOd UeaSiOg dPXO,ɪ
QMVTh UPZT XiUh Uhe OaNe Pf Uheɪ
MaUeTU deQMPZNeOU cPVOUSZɪ
TUiUched QSPNiOeOUMZ PO Uhe cheTU,ɪ
QVSchaTed iO aO aiSQPSU hVOdSedT Pf NiMeTɪ
aXaZ fSPN XheSe TaOd aUe aU ZPVS heaSU.ɪ



The SeaM TPVWeOiST, TaOd aOd QPMMeO,ɪ
XaiU iO ZPVS A-bag.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ

CSeaUiWe NPOficUiPOɪ
ɪ

ɪ ɪ



C. CISJTUJOF FaJS ǤTIF AOJNaMT BFaS WJUOFTT UP TIFJS CSJNFTǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
C. ChSiTUiOe FaiS iT a QSPWPTUǠT diTUiOgViThed aTTPciaUe QSPfeTTPS XiUhiO Uhe SchPPM Pf FPSeigOɪ
SeSWice aU GePSgeUPXO UOiWeSTiUZ.  She TUVdieT QPMiUicaM aOd NiMiUaSZ eWeOUT Pf SPVUh ATia aOd USaWeMTɪ
eYUeOTiWeMZ UhSPVghPVU ATia aOd Uhe MiddMe EaTU. HeS bPPLT iOcMVde ​In Their Own Words:ɫ
Understanding the Lashkar-e-Tayyaba ​(OUP 2019);​ Fighting to the End: The Pakistan Armyǡs Way of Warɫ
(OUP, 2014); aOd ​Cuisines of the Axis of Evil and Other Irritating States ​(GMPbe PeRVPU, 2008). She haTɪ
QVbMiThed cSeaUiWe QieceT iO ​The Bark​, ​The Dime Review, Clementine Unbound, Awakenings, Fifty Wordɫ
Stories, The Drabble, Sandy River Review, Sonder Midwest,​ ​Black Horse Maga[ine, ​aOd ​Bluntly Maga[ineɫ
aNPOg PUheST. HeS TchPMaSMZ XebTiUe iT ChSiTUiOeFaiS.OeU. She bMPgT aUɪ
hUUQT://ThPSUbVTUPQaSadiTe.XPSdQSeTT.cPN/ ​. She UXeeUT aU @CChSiTUiOeFaiS.ɪ
ɪ
ǣThe AOiNaMT BeaS WiUOeTT UP TheiS CSiNeT,Ǥ iT cPNQSiTed Pf UhSee accPVOUT fSPN POgPiOg PSɪ
SeceOU XaST iO SSi LaOLa, PaLiTUaO aOd AfghaOiTUaO, QSeTeOUed fSPN Uhe WaOUage QPiOU Pf Uhe aOiNaMTɪ
XhP beaS TiMeOU XiUOeTTeT UP Uhe cSiNeT aOd WiPMeOce Pf Uhe cPOfMicUT. TheTe aSe aMM XaST The haTɪ
TUVdied PO Uhe gSPVOd. TheZ aSe aMM XaST UhaU haVOU heS.ɪ
ɪ ɫ
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TIF AOJNaMT BFaS WJUOFTT UP TIFJS CSJNFT ɫ
C. ChSiTUiOe FaiSɪ
ɪ
ɪ
I. The OMd LagPPO DPg BeaST WiUOeTT UP Uhe WaSǠT AUSPciUieTɪ
ɪ
WheMQed behiOd aO PMd HiOdV UeNQMe PO Uhe SPad MiOLiOg Uhe beach Pf MVMMaiUiWV aOd Uhe MagPPO,ɪ
The XaT Uhe MPOe TVSWiWPS Pf heS QacL, eaTiMZ SecPgOi[ed bZ heS MighU bSPXO cPaU, QeSLZ eaST, QPiOUedɪ
TOPVU aOd deMicaUe feeU.ɪ
ɪ
The PUheSTǜheS chiMdSeO, TibMiOgT, TiSeT, fPeT aOd fSieOdTǜhad died iO Uhe XaS PS iO iUT geOPcidaMɪ
afUeSNaUh, fSPN bPNbT, gVOfiSe, NiOeT, TUaSWaUiPO, UhiSTU PS iMMOeTT.ɪ
ɪ
She hVOUed aMPOe, USZiOg UP aWPid eaUiOg UhPTe bPdieT TUSeXO PO Uhe beach eWeO UhPVgh UheZ XeSe aTɪ
PNOiQSeTeOU aT heS hVOgeS.ɪ
ɪ
She LOeX UheTe TaNiM hVNaOT bZ UheiS TceOU, UheiS WPice, Uhe cPMPST UheZ XPSe befPSe becPNiOg UhiTɪ
eUiPMaUed bMPaU. SPNe fed heS. OUheST LicLed heS. She fPMMPXed UheN UP TchPPM, UP UeNQMe, UP NaSLeU.ɪ
TheZ XeSe heS faNiMiaST.ɪ
ɪ
She XaUched aT Uhe SiOhaMeTe TPMdieSTǜThe OUheSTǜcMPTed iO PO UheN. She cPXeSed fSPN Uheɪ
iOeTcaQabMe UhVOdeS Pf Uhe NPSUaST, Uhe hiTTiOg Pf NiTTiMeT, Uhe ThSieLiOg Pf jeUT QaTTiOg PWeSheadɪ
XhPTe beMMieT XeSe heaWZ XiUh bPNbT. HeS eaST SaOg XiUh Uhe cSieT Pf NPUheST XaiMiOg, cMVUchiOgɪ
UheiS dead chiMdSeO.ɪ
ɪ
She cSPVched MPX iO Uhe diSU, XaUchiOg Uhe TaNiM TigeST LOPcL PO dPPST, SiQ Uhe UeSSified chiMdSeOɪ
fSPN UheiS faNiMieT aOd fPiTU Uhe gVOT iOUP UheiS QVOZ aSNT UP fighU The OUheST.ɪ
ɪ
She TNeMMed Uhe PffeOdiOg PdPST Pf The OUheSTǠ TeY XhPTe TceOU MiOgeSed PO Uhe feNaMe hVNaOT Theɪ
POce LOeX befPSe UheZ becaNe eNQUZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
She feMU Uhe SVNbMiOg Pf Uhe XaS NachiOeT befPSe UheZ cPVMd. She baSLed, XhiOed aOd QaXed aUɪ
UheN.ɪɪ
ɪ
She USied UP UeMM UheN UP geU iOUP Uhe USeOcheT TP NaOZ had bViMU fPS TVch NPNeOUT.ɪɪ
ɪ
IO UhaU NadOeTT, UheZ had OP QaUieOce fPS Uhe OPiTZ biUch. SPNe UhSeX diTcaSded cPcPOVU TheMMT aUɪ
heS PS bSaOdiThed TUicLT PS TUPOeT. She TMiOLed aXaZ, UaiM UVcLed, iO Tad cPOfVTiPO.ɪ
ɪ
OOe bZ POe, The XaUched UheN die. WiUh Uhe QMaOUiOg TeaTPOT abaOdPOed, The cPVMd OPU NaSL UiNe.ɪɪ
ɪ
NeX hVNaOT caNe, TQeaLiOg MiLe The OUheST. TheZ eSecUed OeX bViMdiOgT VQPO Uhe caScaTTeT Pf PMd.ɪ
The UPXO XaT OPU faNiMiaS OPX.ɪ
ɪ
HeS eZeT becaNe NaSbMed cMPVdT. HeS heaSiOg diNiOiThed. HiQT ached. UOabMe UP hVOU Uheɪ
chiQNVOLT, UheZ fSPMicLed iO fSPOU Pf heS XiUh iOcSeaTiOg iNQVOiUZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
HeS bPdZ USeNbMed fSPN TUaSWaUiPO aOd iMMOeTT. MaOge TVOL deeQ iOUP heS fMeTh.ɪɪ



ɪ
She QPOdeSed heS MPOeMiOeTT aOd XhZ The had TVSWiWed UheTe aUSPciUieT. She TPVghU Uhe cPNfPSU Pfɪ
TMeeQ aOd OeTUed iO Uhe diSU aMPOe TPNe diTUaOce fSPN Uhe VaddV VaLaM BSidge.ɪɪ
ɪ
IO Uhe eaSMZ hPVST Pf OP-NPSOiOg-iO-QaSUicVMaS, The OUheSTǠ USVcL TQed PWeS heS fSaiM bPdZ. She UPPLɪ
POe MaTU MPPL aU heS beMPWed NaOUhi KadaM MagPPO, VOabMe UP NPWe aOd iO a QaiO The cPVMd OPUɪ
eOdVSe. She cMPTed heS UiSed eZeT.ɪɪ
ɪ
She had OPU ZeU giWeO VQ heS Mife XheO Uhe cMaUUeS Pf hVOgSZ biSdT deTceOded VQPO heS TPfU beMMZ UPɪ
QicL PVU heS QiOL eOUSaiMT.ɪ
ɪ
TPP XeaL UP NPWe, baSL PS XhiNQeS, Uhe MaTU XiUOeTT XaT OP NPSe.ɪɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
II. The GPaU Pf GhVOdiLaMa WiMMageɪ
ɪ
She XaT ZPVOg XiUh a XPbbMZ head aOd Uhe VOcPPSdiOaUed gaiU Pf a Lid. HeS ZPVUh TQaSed heS fSPNɪ
UhiT ZeaSǠT Eid TacSifice.ɪɪ
ɪ
DVSiOg Uhe daZ TheǠd SPPU fPS diTcaSded TcSaQT Pf WegeUabMeT PS fSViUT. YeMMPX NeMPOT, NVTUZ aOdɪ
MiNQ iO Uhe TeaSiOg heaU, XeSe heS faWPSiUe.ɪ
ɪ
WaUeS XaT aMXaZT TcaSce. She MiLed TUVNbMiOg VQPO a QiMe Pf XaUeSNeMPO SiOdT Xhich gaWe VQ UheiSɪ
NPiTUVSe aT The cheXed UheN.ɪ
ɪ
She OV[[Med chicLeOT SPaNiOg aSPVOd aOd QMaZed XiUh Uhe PMd biUchǠT ZPVOg QVQT XhP TVSWiWed Uheɪ
cVMM.ɪ
ɪ
WheO The XaT fiSTU TeQaSaUed fSPN heS NPUheS, The RViWeSed aOd ThSieLed XiUh feaS XheO Uhe NPiTeɪ
haQQeOed.ɪ
ɪ
TheO Uhe eYQMPTiPOT ceaTed UP UeSSifZ. The NZTUeSiPVT NeO, QacLed iOUP Uhe bacL Pf Uhe TNaMM QicLVQɪ
USVcLT UhaU cSiTTcSPTTed Uhe Wa[iSiTUaO MaOdTcaQe MiLe bVTZ aOUT, becaNe faNiMiaS.ɪ
ɪ
The TSVcL MeO, XiUh UheiS cPWeSed TVO-dSeOched faceT aOd gVOT, aOd UheiS TQeediOg USVcLT OPɪ
MPOgeS iOUSigVed heS. NPX, The SaSeMZ MPPLed VQ fSPN heS beMPWed USaTh heaQ aT UheZ TQed bZ.ɪ
ɪ
The NaOgMed bPdieT The XPVMd TUVNbMe VQPO aT The SPPUed aMPOg Uhe SPadT fPS OPVSiThiOg UhiOgTɪ
Uhe HVNaOT diTcaSded OP MPOgeS faTciOaUed heS eiUheS.ɪɪ
ɪ
SPNeUiNeT The PWeSheaSd Uhe HVNaOT diTcVTTiOg Uhe SUiMM MeOǠT cSiNeT.ɪ
ɪ
AU OighU heS YPVOg HVNaO Uied heS UP a USee XiUh aO PMid SPQe The MPaUhed. The TUeOch Pf VSiOe aOdɪ
defecaUiPO Pf TP NaOZ TUSaOge AOiNaMT XhP had cPNe befPSe heS diTRVieUed heS.ɪ
ɪ



UTVaMMZ, Uhe MeO iO TSVcLT TUaZed faS fSPN heS hPNe, Xhich The caNe UP VOdeSTUaOd XaT GPPd.ɪ
TheZ XPVMd cPNe dPXO fSPN Uhe NPVOUaiOT UP QicL VQ ThiOgT aOd AOiNaMT MiLe heS, UheO SeUSeaU,ɪ
Xhich XaT TPNeUiNeT Bad.ɪɪ
ɪ
WheO Uhe TSVcL MeO MiOgeSed aU OUheSTǠ hPNeT, Uhe SLZ BeaTUT TXPPQed dPXO. The aOiNaMT cPVMdɪ
heaS UheiS VOOaUVSaM bV[[iOg MPOg befPSe Uhe TSVcL MeO aOd OUheST cPVMd.ɪɪ
ɪ
WheO Uhe TSVcL MeO TUaZed, fMaTheT Pf MighU aOd UhVOdeSPVT eYQMPTiPOT XPVMd fPMMPX Xhich UPTTedɪ
dVTU aOd Uhe SeNaiOT Pf iOciOeSaUed HVNaOT aOd AOiNaMT iOUP Uhe TLZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
ThaU OighU, Uied UP heS USee, The XaUched Uhe TSVcL MeO aSSiWe. TheZ bPiTUeSPVTMZ TUeQQed dPXO aOdɪ
diTaQQeaSed iOUP heS HVNaOTǠ cPNQPVOd.ɪɪ
ɪ
HeS bPdZ TUiffeOed. HeS hacLMeT TUPPd VQ. She bMeaUed aT MPVd aT The cPVMd, heS eaST bacL. HeSɪ
HVNaOT did OPU cPNe. She LicLed Uhe gSPVOd, UhSPXiOg VQ diSU behiOd heS. She Qaced. She USied UPɪ
XaSO heS HVNaOT XheO The fiSTU heaSd Uhe bV[[iOg.  She ZaOLed aU Uhe USee aOd bVcLed iO hPQeT Pfɪ
bSeaLiOg Uhe SPQe. MaZbe UheO The cPVMd XaSO UheN.ɪ
ɪ
AT Uhe OPiTe becaNe iOUPMeSabMZ MPVdeS, The cSPVched MPX UP Uhe gSPVOd aT TPNeUhiOg caNeɪ
ThSieLiOg UPXaSdT heS. She USied UP NaLe heSTeMf aT TNaMM aT QPTTibMe befPSe Uhe FMaTh caNe.ɪ
ɪ
The OeYU NPSOiOg Uhe XaSZ OeighbPShPPd NeO caNe bZ UP iOTQecU Uhe daNage aOd cPVOU Uhe dead.ɪ
ReMaUiWeT caNe bZ UP QicL XhaUeWeS SeNaiOT UheZ cPVMd bVSZ.ɪ
ɪ
She aOd heS USee XeSe TNPMdeSiOg deUSiUVT, VOOPUiced.ɪɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
III. The CaU iO Haji NVS MPhaNNadǠT CPNQPVOdɪ
ɪ
CaU XaT TQeciaM XiUh heS XhiUe cPaU, MaSge eaST aOd Xide, PVUTi[ed bMacL eZeT PO heS TNaMM USiaOgVMaSɪ
face.ɪɪ
ɪ
She MiWed XiUh TeWeSaM PUheST iO POe Pf Uhe WaSMPSdǠT QSiWaUe cPNQPVOdT PO Uhe PVUTLiSUT Pf KabVM.ɪɪ
ɪ
WheO Haji aUe XeMM, UheZ aMM aUe XeMM, feaTUiOg Pff Uhe diTcaSded bPOeT aOd PffaM Pf Uhe aOiNaMT heɪ
SPVUiOeMZ TMaVghUeSed fPS hiT SeWPMWiOg eOUPVSageT Pf bPiTUeSPVT gVeTUT.ɪ
ɪ
TPOighU XaT TVch a OighU. HajiǠT NeO caNe bacL XiUh a MaSge, UeSSified gPaU. WiUhiO NiOVUeT, UheZ TMiUɪ
hiT UhSPaU aOd MeU hiT bMPPd SVO PVU. The caUT XaUched fSPN a diTUaOce iO aOUiciQaUiPO aT Uhe LaTabɪ
hacLed Uhe TUiMM-XaSN aOiNaM iOUP chVOLT UhaU XPVMd be WaSiPVTMZ fSied, SPaTUed aOd TUeXed.ɪ
ɪ
HajiǠT cPPLT TeSWed Uhe NeaU aOd NPSTeMT Pf faU PWeS QiMMPXT Pf fSagSaOU Sice XiUh TXeeU caSSPUT aOdɪ
SaiTiOT. TheZ SeOdeSed Uhe feeU aOd head iOUP a UaTUZ TUeX UheiS PaLiTUaOi NehNaO TaWPSed.ɪ
ɪ
AT OighU begaO UP faMM, Uhe gVeTUT begaO UP aSSiWe iO UheiS PajeSPT, LaOd RPWeST aOd TPZPUaT.ɪ
ɪ



TheZ aTTeNbMed iO HajiǠT gSeaU haMM, TeaUed VQPO MVYVSiPVT caSQeUT aOd bPMTUeST. The fPPd XaTɪ
bSPVghU PVU PO TiMWeS QMaUUeST aUPQ QMaTUic TheeUT XiUh PddMZ fMPSaM QSiOUT. The NeO begaO MaQQiOg VQɪ
gSaWZ XiUh fSeTh OaaO aOd fPiTUiOg chVOLT Pf chaSSed fMeTh aOd faU iOUP UheiS NPVUhT XiUh UheiS faU,ɪ
SiOged fiOgeST.ɪ
ɪ
SPNe dSaOL Uea PS eWeO daSV. OUheST TNPLed haThiTh PS PQiVN.ɪɪ
ɪ
The NeO XeSe bV[[iOg XiUh eYciUeNeOU.ɪ
ɪ
CaU LOeX XhZ. Haji XaT LOPXO UP haWe Uhe NPTU beaVUifVM daOciOg bPZT iO KabVM. BVTiOeTTNeO,ɪ
XaSMPSdT aOd USafficLeST XeSe hPOPSed bZ HajiǠT eOWied iOWiUaUiPOT.ɪ
ɪ
TPOighU, Haji XPVMd bSiOg PVU Uhe Ha[aSa bPZ UheZ caMMed ChiOPiTe.ɪ
ɪ
AT Uhe NVTiciaOT begaO UP aTTeNbMe, Uhe NeO TUSeUched PVU. TheZ QicLed Uhe NeaU PVU Pf UheiSɪ
NaOgMed UeeUh. ReTUMeTT iO aOUiciQaUiPO, UheZ TUSPLed UheiS beaSdT.ɪ
ɪ
ChiOPiTe Nade hiT aQQeaSaOce iO a bMVS Pf cPMPST iO NPUiPO aT he TQVO aOd UXiSMed UP Uhe deMighU Pfɪ
Uhe aTTeNbMed NeO aT Uhe NVTiciaOT behiOd hiN QMaZed PaThUVO fPML TPOgT.ɪ
ɪ
HiT TUSiLiOg gSeZ eZeT XeSe PVUMiOed iO LPhM. He da[[Med iO a Sed bMPVTe beTQecLMed XiUh TeRViOT PWeSɪ
a daSL bMVe WeMWeU TLiSU aOd a TiML UaTTeMed TcaSf he dSaQed cPZMZ abPVU hiT face aOd ThPVMdeST. HiTɪ
aOLMeT aOd XSiTUT bedecLed XiUh Uhe bPiTUeSPVT beMMT he faNPVTMZ QMaZed XiUh Uhe VOdVMaUiPOT Pf hiTɪ
bPdZ.ɪ
ɪ
AT he daOced Uhe QMaUeT Pf abaOdPOed fPPd XeSe UaLeO aXaZ aOd Uhe CaUT begaO UP feaTU.ɪɪ
ɪ
CaU OP MPOgeS QaZed aUUeOUiPO UP Uhe MeO PS ChiOPiTe VOUiM, MaUe iO Uhe OighU, Uhe GVeTUT SeUSeaUed UPɪ
UheiS WehicMeT aOd TQed Pff iOUP Uhe TUaS-TUSeXO OighU MiLeMZ UP NeeU UheiS eYQecUaOU XiWeT.ɪ
ɪ
CaU fPMMPXed ChiOPiTe UP hiT QSiWaUe SPPN aOd XaUched hiN VOdSeTT UheO fiMM aO PMd, gSeeO bVcLeU Pfɪ
UeQid XaUeS. CaU cPVMd TNeMM ThPTe MeOǠTǠ NVTLZ PdPST PO hiT bPdZ. ChiOPiTe QPVSed XaUeS PWeS hiTɪ
fSaiM bPdZ fSPN a cVQ.ɪɪ
ɪ
He MaUheSed hiNTeMf XiUh TPaQ UheO MadMed NPSe XaUeS PWeS hiNTeMf UP SiOTe. He TcSVbbed hiT face UPɪ
SeNPWe Uhe NaLeVQ. BVU Uhe TceOU Pf ThPTe MeO MiOgeSed.ɪ
ɪ
ChiOPiTe QVU PO hiT OighU dSeTT aT CaU caVUiPVTMZ TUSPde VQ OeaS hiN. ChiOPiTe TMid iOUP bed aOdɪ
NPUiPOed CaU UP jPiO hiN. CaU jVNQed VQ PO Uhe SPQe bed aOd TiUVaUed hiNTeMf PO ChiOPiTeǠT QiMMPXɪ
aOd QVSSed deeQMZ.ɪ
ɪ
He dSeX CaU OeaS aOd TUSPLed heS. ChiOPiTe cMVUched heS cMPTe aT he cSied biUUeS UeaST iOUP CaUǠT fVS.ɪ
IO UheTe NPNeOUT, Uhe TeMf he had UP QSPUecU fSPN ThPTe MeO, caVUiPVTMZ MeeSed PVU fSPN Uheɪ
ThadPXT.ɪɪ
ɪ
He NiTTed hiT NPUheS NPTU Pf aMM. She XeQU fVSiPVTMZ XheO hiT faUheS aOOPVOced UhaU he had TPMdɪ
hiN UP Haji. She beaU heS cheTU XheO Haji UPPL hiN aXaZ aOd SeOaNed hiN MiLe a QeU. OOMZ XheOɪ
Haji feMU UeOdeS did he caMM Uhe bPZ bZ hiT SeaM OaNe: Zahid.ɪ



ɪ
Zahid MPOged UP be CaU, UP MeaQ XiUh heS PWeS Uhe cPNQPVOd XaMMT aOd eTcaQe aOd TVSWiWe OVUɪ
TheSe.ɪɪ
ɪ
AXaZ fSPN Haji aOd ThPTe MeO XhP TVQQed VQPO hiN MiLe a cPNNVOaM QMaUe.ɪɪ
ɪ
AXaZ fSPN Uhe UhiOgT UheZ did UP hiN, Nade hiN dP UP UheN.ɪɪ
ɪ
AXaZ fSPN UheiS TicLeOiOg TUeOch, gSeaTZ haOdT, aOd Uhe ThaNe he cPVMd OPU XaTh aXaZ.ɪ
ɪ
He MPOged UP be iOOPceOU agaiO, OeTUMed OeaS hiT NPUheS aT The Nade Uea iO Uhe NPSOiOg. He MPOgedɪ
UP be Zahid.ɪ
ɪ ɪ



CIFMTFZ MaF JPIOTPO ǤA SJNQMF CaUDIǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
CheMTeZ Mae JPhOTPO iT aO MA caOdidaUe iO Uhe AQQaMachiaO SUVdieT QSPgSaN aU AQQaMachiaO SUaUeɪ
UOiWeSTiUZ iO BPPOe, NPSUh CaSPMiOa. A fPSNeS PPSUMaOd baSUeOdeS, The OPX SeTeaScheT aOd XSiUeTɪ
abPVU LiUTch fPPdXaZT aOd AQQaMachiaO fPML aSUiTUT. HeS XPSL haT beeO QVbMiThed iO ​The Bitterɫ
Southerner ​. ǣA SiNQMe CaUchǤ eYQMPSeT Uhe gSaZ aSeaT beUXeeO cPNbaU [POeT aOd Tafe TQaceT.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



A SJNQMF CaUDIɫ
CheMTeZ JPhOTPOɪ
ɪ
ɪ

ǤWe had a suicide hereǝwell, weǡve actually had multipleǝǥɫɫ
ɫ
ǤWait, ​heSe​?ǥ I interrupt, pointing to the floor in a gesture that signifies all of this place.ɫɫ
ɫ
ǤWell, out there.ǥɫ
ɫ
Julie waves her hand vaguely across the room, sending my ga[e toward her 21 shooting lanes. Atɫ
this hour in the morning, the fluorescent lights illuminate only partitions of empty space. Thickɫ
windows in the dividing wall reflect back the microsuede sofa where I sit now, peering into thisɫ
gallery where I suddenly know people have died.ɫ ɫ

ɪ
The PMace UP ShPPU TiUT PO Uhe faSUheTU OPSUheSO bPSdeS Pf Uhe ciUZ MiNiUT, PO a TQiU Pf MaOd UhaUɪ
UicLMeT Uhe aSNQiU fPSNed bZ Uhe CPMVNbia aOd WiMMaNeUUe SiWeST. The OeighbPShPPd iT SiOged bZɪ
acSeT Pf USacUPST TeWeSed fSPN UheiS USaiMeST, LeQU cPNQaOZ fPS beUUeS PS fPS XPSTe bZ TQSaXMiOgɪ
XaSehPVTeT aOd a WaMNaSU UhaU feeMT aQQSPQSiaUeMZ eYiMed fSPN a ciUZ QSPNPUiOg XeiSdOeTT aT aɪ
NaSLeUiOg iOiUiaUiWe. If ZPV cPVMd fMPaU UP Uhe WeSZ UPQ Pf Uhe higheTU USee iO OeaSbZ DeMUa PaSL, ZPVɪ
XPVMd be TVSQSiTed bZ Uhe SeMaUiWe OeaSOeTT Pf dPXOUPXO PPSUMaOd, iUT high-SiTeT Pf SPTe gPMd aOdɪ
XhiUe NaSbMe gMiOUiOg POMZ TiY PS TeWeO NiMeT UP Uhe TPVUhXeTU. BVU TUaOdiOg PO a haMf-acSe Pfɪ
cPOcSeUe aU SiWeS-MeWeM, iU iT iNQPTTibMe UP ThaLe Uhe feeMiOg UhaU UhiT faS cPSOeS haT beeO cPSdPOed Pffɪ
aOd cPOTecSaUed UP UhiOgT big aOd MPVd: Uhe chaPUic SeTPOaOce Pf dieTeM eOgiOeT idMiOg aU USVcL TUPQT,ɪ
Uhe ecTUaUic Xhi[[ Pf UVSbPchaSgeST TQPPMiOg VQ PO Uhe dSag TUSiQ dVe XeTU, aOd heSe, iOTide Uhe ciUZǠTɪ
POMZ QVbMic ThPPUiOg SaOge, Uhe SaQid diTchaSge Pf haOdgVOT iO QeSQeUVaM caOPO.ɪɪ
ɪ

The first was a woman, twenty-seven years old. Middle of the summer, 1995. She waited for a lullɫ
in the day, waited for the other shooters downrange to clear out. She waited, then she sat down on theɫ
floor with a 9mm and quickly executed herself.ɫɫ
ɫ
I am struck by the deliberate nature of this act, a delicate sadness ballooning in my chest as Iɫ
consider the mood of this woman passing time. Emptying round after meaningless round into a paperɫ
target for nearly an hour. Waiting for each neighborǡs arbitrary inclination to pack it up for theɫ
afternoon; one final consideration quietly given.ɫɫ

ɪ
ThiT TRVaSe Pf ciOdeSbMPcL iO a TUSiQ NaMM cPVMd haWe beeO aOZUhiOgǜTPNePOeǠT MPX-SeOU Pfficeɪ
cPNQMeY, a deOUiTUǠT Pffice, a ceOUeS diTUSibVUiOg UhiOgT OP POe eWeS UhiOLT abPVU. TP fVOcUiPO aT aɪ
fiSiOg SaOge, Uhe fMPPSQMaO haT beeO diWided OeaUMZ beUXeeO MiWiOg SPPN aOd MiWe-fiSe. The SaOgeɪ
QPSUiPO eYiTUT XiUh a TPSU Pf iOdVTUSiaM QVSQPTefVMOeTT: Uhe QePQMe Oeed a QMace UP ThPPU XiUhPVUɪ
geUUiOg SaiOed PO. HeSe iT aO eNQUZ bPY, Mead-QSPPfed, cPNQaSUNeOUaMi[ed, aOd XeMM-WeOUiMaUed; heSeɪ
iT a TQace fPS bVMMeUT UP fMZ fSeeMZ. The MPbbZ Tide iT NPTUMZ eNQUZ TQace, ZaSdage Pf iOdVTUSiaM gSaZɪ
caSQeU QVOcUVaUed iOfSeRVeOUMZ bZ fSeeTUaOdiOg SacLT UhaU PffeS a TNaMM TeMecUiPO Pf VTefVM UhiOgT fPSɪ
TaMeǜeaS QSPUecUiPO, eZe QSPUecUiPO, TQeciaMi[ed UaSgeUT UhaU geOeSaUe iOUeOTeMZ WiTibMe chaSUSeVTeɪ
bMPPNT XheO QVOcUVSed, MiLe eaSMZ WideP gaNe gSaQhicT bSPVghU UP Mife.ɪɪ
ɪ



Julie is composed in the telling of this story, if perhaps curled a bit deeper into her recliner, but theɫ
floodgates have opened. The quiet emotion mounting in the room bounces from her to me and backɫ
again, and I can barely keep up.ɫ

ɪ
I NeU JVMie HPVghUMiOg NPOUhT QSiPS aU a baS dPXOUPXO. AU 53, XeMcPNiOg Ne iOUP Uhe SaOge TheǠTɪ
NaOaged fPS UXeOUZ-eighU ZeaST aOd PXOed fPS Uhe MaTU OiOe, The beaNT MighU iOUP eWeSZ cPSOeS OPUɪ
RViUe Seached bZ OSegPOǠT NPPdZ NPSOiOg TVOMighU. She iT iNNediaUeMZ PQeO aOd MaVghT eaTiMZ, heSɪ
bSPXO eZeT XideOiOg iO aNVTeNeOU PS aTUPOiThNeOU PS hPOeTU-UP-GPd iOUeSeTU aU eWeSZ PUheS UhiOgɪ
I TaZ. SXaUhT Pf TaUiO aOd TaVceS-Ti[ed NedaMT gMiOU fSPN aNPOg Uhe QiMeT Pf TVQQMieT aSPVOd Uheɪ
ThPQ: NedaMT fSPN cPNQMeUed NaSaUhPOT aOd USiaUhMPOT. She ThPXT Ne QhPUPT Pf TXeaUZ XPNeOɪ
XeaSiOg QaQeS OVNbeST, beaNiOg VQ aU Uhe caNeSa. She NaLeT a QPiOU UhaU XheO The iT PVU XiUh heSɪ
fSieOdT, iO ​her ​ MeiTVSe UiNe, The iT Uhe ReQVbMicaO PVUMieS. She dSagT Uhe gSPVQ NeaO UPXaSdT Uheɪ
ceOUeS, The QSeTeOUT heSTeMf aT a SeaTPO UP TUaZ PQeO-NiOded. TheSeǠT aO aiS Pf QSPdVcUiWe cPNQMeYiUZɪ
abPVU heS.ɪɪ
ɪ

I donǡt intend to, but I visuali[e the aftermath as she tells it to me: Julie standing panicked on oneɫ
side of plate glass. Julie watching the flashing ambulance lights in the parking lot, watching theɫ
swarm of EMTs on the sidewalk, all of them remaining out there, staring holes through their ownɫ
reflections to find her faint outline in here. Julie pacing, not understanding, not opening the door.ɫ
Reali[ing as the repeated shouts of ǤOPEN THE DOOR!ǥ drift through her mental fog that sheɫ
should, actually, open the door.ɫɫ

ɪ
WheO aTTeTTed POMZ XiUh a RVicL aQQSaiTaM iO Uhe UeO TUeQT iU UaLeT UP geU fSPN fSPOU dPPS UP fSPOUɪ
cPVOUeS, Uhe QMace dPeT OPU cPOWeZ NVch. OO a TMPXeS MPPL, Uhe MPbbZ becPNeT NPSe Pf a MPVOge.ɪ
IO a bacL cPSOeS, JVMie haT iOTUaMMed acceOU MighUiOg aOd a XaMM Pf SecMaiNed baSOXPPd QaOeMiOg PWeS aɪ
bacLdSPQ QaiOUed a TUZMiTh OaWZ bMVe. TheSe iT iOUeOUiPO heSe, aOd UheSe aSe hPVTeQMaOUT: TeWeSaMɪ
bSPad-MeaWed TQecieT hPMd cPVSU iO MPX QMaOUeST, aOd a SeVTTiaO dSagPO USee haT SVO iUT UhSee XiSZɪ
USVOLT aMM Uhe XaZ UP Uhe dSPQ ceiMiOg aOd OPX gSPXT hPSi[POUaMMZ aMPOg Uhe TUZSPfPaN gSid. Theɪ
PWeSaMM effecU iT iOcSedibMZ XeMcPNiOg. FeNiOiOe, eWeO.ɪɪ
ɪ

I see a parade of uniformed legs stumbling over the large cement-potted shrub that props a gap in theɫ
door this morning, in 2018, and have to take a moment to adjust my imagination, to remove theɫ
doorstop and color-correct for the passage of 24 years. I see Julie being gratefully overwhelmed by aɫ
mass of first responders who will only later gently explain to her the nuanced protocol for entry intoɫ
premises that contain active or once-active shooters and potential hostage situations.ɫɫ

ɪ
OO UhiT WedOeTdaZ, IǠN XiUh UXP fSieOdT, aOd JVMie iT dPgTiUUiOg. PeOeMPQe, a XiggMZ bVMMdPg XiUh aɪ
caSUPPO VOdeSbiUe TiUT TideTaddMe PO Uhe fMPPS, heS bacL NVThed VQ agaiOTU Uhe fSPOU cPVOUeS. BehiOdɪ
PeOeMPQe iT a jeXeMSZ caTe XheSe, VTVaMMZ, SeOUaM haOdgVOT aSe aSSaOged OeaUMZ, baSSeMT QPiOUiOg PVU.ɪ
PeOeMPQeǠT PXOeS iT iO SiOgaQPSe, bVU JVMie XaUcheT heS SegVMaSMZ, iT haQQZ UP QMaZ dPg-aVOU aOZUiNe.ɪ
ǣSP I dPOǠU haWe UP geU NZ PXO,Ǥ The TaZT.ɪɪ
ɪ
TPdaZ, Uhe SeOUaMT haWe beeO QVMMed fSPN Uhe diTQMaZ caTe aOd NPWed UP a MaSge VUiMiUZ caSU TiUUiOgɪ
TeWeSaM feeU behiOd Uhe high cPVOUeS. The gVOT aSe PSgaOi[ed, NaZbe beiOg cMeaOed PS checLed fPSɪ
TafeUZ, bVU Uhe RVaOUiUZ, aMM Pf UheN SighU UheSe iO a QiMeǩ I feeM TMighUMZ VOTeUUMed, UheO I feeM MiLe aɪ
cMich¥. PeOeMPQe TighT aOd adjVTUT heSTeMf, TiUUiOg PO NZ UPeT.ɪ ɪ
ɪ



It isnǡt until later that Julie learns the woman was a mother, that her family knew she was on theɫ
brink of serious self-harm, that her children had been recently taken away as a precaution.ɫɫ
ɫ
It isnǡt until much later that I reali[e Julie was exactly my ageǝthirtyǝwhen it happened. Theɫ
woman was only two years younger than us.ɫɫ

ɪ
JVMie bSiOgT Ne fPVS QiTUPMT XiUh Uhe UPQT cSacLed PQeOǜI MeaSO UhaU ǣbeOchedǤ iT Uhe QSPQeS UeSNɪ
fPS UhiTǜaOd aTLT TiNQMZ Xhich POe feeMT beTU. She TeeNT TVSQSiTed aU NZ aOTXeS, bVU ThSVgT aOdɪ
SeUVSOT XiUh a TaOd-cPMPSed GMPcL 17 OeTUMed baSSeM-dPXO iO a TNaMM Sed bVcLeU, a feX bPYeT Pfɪ
aNNP QeeLiOg PWeS Uhe SiN.ɪ ɪ
ɪ
OO Uhe SaOge, eWeSZUhiOg haT XeighU, iT heaWZ. The XPbbMZ fMPSeTceOce, Uhe TMaOUed ceNeOU Pf Uheɪ
bacL XaMM, Uhe NaOdaUPSZ eaSNVffTǜiU feeMT MiLe beiOg aU Uhe bPUUPN Pf a TXiNNiOg QPPM, LOPXiOg aɪ
caOOPObaMM iT cPNiOg. EWeSZUhiOg iT NVUed VOUiM TVddeOMZ iUǠT OPU, VOUiM Uhe TVSface SiQT aOdɪ
SeWeSbeSaUeT XiUh SaQid fiSe fSPN a feX MaOeT PWeS. I feeM SidicVMPVT iO NZ QMaTUic TafeUZ geaS, aOdɪ
VOcPNfPSUabMe. MZ VOeaTiOeTT XiUh NZ PXO MacL Pf eYQeSieOce TeeNT UP NaOifeTU QhZTicaMMZ, Uheɪ
haSd edge Pf Uhe UPP-UighU eaSNVffT digT iOUP Uhe face NVTcMeT UP LeeQ NZ jaX haMf-cMeOched aOdɪ
bVSOiOg XiUh MacUic acid. SQeOU caTiOgT TUicL iO NZ bPPU USead aOd IǠN TXeaUiOg, eWeO iO Uhe heaWZɪ
A/C.ɪɪ
ɪ

She cradles a recently delivered FedEx box in her lap, picking at the corners of the packing tapeɫ
with varying intensity as she quickly recounts the second suicide, polar opposite in nearly every aspect:ɫ
Friday after Thanksgiving, building and range impossibly crowded. Julie worries for years about aɫ
fourteen-year-old boy caught among other adults that day, with a body between him and the exit.ɫ
She tells me that his father thanks her later for her calm during the fren[y that immediately erupted.ɫ
She tells me the boy will never touch a gun again. She tells me it was horrible.ɫɫ

ɫ
DPXOSaOge, bMPcL MeUUeST TQeMM PVU SVMeT PO MaSge QaOeMT UhaU SiOg Uhe XaMMT iO a high-iNQacU fPOUɪ
caSSZiOg aMM Uhe bSaWadP Pf OeX Uech iO Uhe eaSMZ OiOeUieT. ​Keep Your Mu[[le Down. Clear and Bench Gunsɫ
During Ceasefire ǜ Step Behind Safety Lines. No Exceptions. Be Safe and Responsible.ɫ
ɪ

After the third suicide, she changes the rules, adds a simple catch that is slowly becoming industryɫ
standard: nobody rents alone without their own firearm in tow. The requirement is presented as aɫ
safety measure in a long string of range rules. It is occasionally pu[[ling to newcomers but for theɫ
most part easily glossed over. Of all the fears we must suppress when in a room full of strangersɫ
holding loaded weapons, range owners want this worry of witnessing at the bottom of the list, or notɫ
on the list at all.ɫɫ
ɫ
ǤBut do you still worry about it?ǥ I ask. ǤEven though itǡs been years, even with the new rules?ǥɫ

ɪ
JVMie aQQeaST XiUh a .45, geUT NZ gSiQ TiUVaUed aSPVOd iU. She UPVcheT NZ ThPVMdeST, UheO XaiTU, UheOɪ
hiQT, adjVTUiOg NZ TUaOce XiUh Uhe caMN, PQeO-QaMN QSeTTVSe Pf aO eYQeSieOced ZPga UeacheS.ɪ
SVddeOMZ, aMM NZ ThPUT gP iO Uhe PSaOge. I NaLe a OeaS QeSfecU gSPVQiOg, jVTU a MiUUMe UP Uhe MefU.ɪ ɪ
ɪ

ǤEvery day.ǥ She nods decisively and simultaneously shrugs: yes, it consumes me; no, I do not allowɫ
it to consume me. ǤEvery day, all the time.ǥɫɫ

ɪɪ
ɪ



ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ

FicUiPOɪ
ɪ

ɪ ɪ



ANaOEa CFSSFUP ǤADDFQUabMF DaNaHFǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
ANaOda CeSSeUP iT a XSiUeS aOd NaSLeUeS XhP MiWeT iO RhPde ITMaOd. She haT QVbMiThed TeWeSaM ThPSUɪ
TUPSieT aOd a ZPVOg adVMU OPWeM,ɪ​Fall From Grace​. HeS XPSL PfUeO fPcVTeT PO USaVNa aOd Uheɪ
afUeSeffecUT Pf cPOfMicU. She haT aO MA iO EOgMiTh XiUh a fPcVT PO cSeaUiWe XSiUiOg fSPN SeUPO HaMMɪ
UOiWeSTiUZ.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



ADDFQUabMF DaNaHFɫ
ANaOda CPdZɪ
ɪ
ɪ
WedOeTdaZ NPSOiOgT beUXeeO TiY aOd eighU XeSe Uhe POMZ UiNeT I feMU gMiNNeST Pf SeaM hPQe. RZaOɪ
XPVMd TPNeUiNeT gaiO acceTT UP Uhe VOiUǠT cPNQVUeS aOd VTe a XebcaN UP caMM Ne. TP Tee hiT face,ɪ
fVMM aOd haQQZ, PO Uhe TcSeeO, did eOPVgh gPPd UP MaTU Ne Uhe SeTU Pf Uhe XeeL.ɪɪ
ɪ
He SaSeMZ UaMLed abPVU hiT eYQeSieOceT; NPSe PfUeO UhaO OPU, he QMeaded UP heaS NZ bPSiOg TUPSieT Pfɪ
MPcaM dSVOLT aU Uhe baS PS aTLed hPX NZ cMaTTeT XeSe gPiOg. He XaT deTQeSaUe UP LeeQ hiT UieT UPɪ
hPNe, OP NaUUeS hPX NPOPUPOPVT UheZ TeeNed UP Ne.ɪ
ɪ
SP I TaU VQ iO bed, NZ MaQUPQ PQeO, feigOiOg iOdiffeSeOce fPS aO aVdieOce UhaU didOǠU eYiTU. ​Itǡs okay ifɫ
he canǡt call today, Macken[ie. Heǡs busy. It doesnǡt mean heǡs dead. Get a grip.ɫ
ɪ
The cMPcL Sead 7:04. I QeSVTed NZ eNaiM aOd XSPUe dPXO aTTigONeOU adjVTUNeOUT fSPN QSPfeTTPST.ɪ
CPPM, aOPUheS TiY chaQUeST Pf SeadiOg added UP Uhe TZMMabVT; UhaUǠMM heMQ QaTT Uhe UiNe beUXeeOɪ
cVTUPNeST.ɪɪ
ɪ
I checLed UhaU Uhe WPMVNe XaT aMM Uhe XaZ VQ PO Uhe MaQUPQ TP IǠd heaS iU if I NPWed. I QicLed VQ aɪ
bPPL aOd QVU iU bacL dPXO aMNPTU iNNediaUeMZ. I XaUched Uhe TVO fiMUeS iO UhSPVgh Uhe TeNi-TheeSɪ
cVSUaiOT. RZaO had heMQed Ne SeQaiOU Uhe bedSPPN befPSe he MefU. IU XaT UPP daSL befPSe, he Taid. IUɪ
XaT NPSe MiLeMZ UhaU he GPPgMed ǣHPX UP heMQ ZPVS Xife afUeS MPTiOg a babZǤ aOd fPVOd TPNeUhiOgɪ
SidicVMPVT MiLe ǣMaLe Uhe bedSPPN a SeUSeaU UhaU SeMaYeT, iO PSdeS UP aWPid Uhe NeNPSieT Pfɪ
cPOceQUiPO.Ǥ He SeQaiOUed Uhe baUhSPPN, UPP, bVU he cPVMdOǠU QaiOU aXaZ UhPTe TMighU USaceT Pfɪ
bMPPd UhaU had caVghU iO Uhe gSPVU fSPN UhaU NPSOiOg. I LOeX eYacUMZ XheSe UheZ XeSe; NZ eZeTɪ
USaiOed PO UheN eWeSZ UiNe I XaMLed iO.ɪɪ
ɪ
I XPOdeSed XhaU IǠd fiOd if I GPPgMed ǣWhaU UP dP XheO ZPV MPTe ZPVS babZ aOd ZPVS hVTbaOdɪ
deQMPZT UXP XeeLT MaUeS.Ǥ PSPbabMZ UPP TQecific.ɪɪ
ɪ
I did SVO POe TeaSch, POe UiNe; I XaOUed UP MeaSO XhaU Uhe gSieWiOg QSPceTT ThPVMd be. I NeaO, iU XaTɪ
POMZ UhSee NPOUhT iO. We hadOǠU eWeO fPVOd PVU if iU XaT a bPZ PS a giSM. AOd I had beeO TP fSeaLedɪ
PVU abPVU Uhe XhPMe UhiOg aOZXaZ, ThPVMdOǠU I haWe feMU TPNe TeOTe Pf SeMief? I XPVMdOǠU haWe UP be aɪ
QaSeOU, OPU SighU UheO. I cPVMd gSPX VQ, fiSTU.ɪ ɪ
ɪ
The TiUeT XeSe gPdaXfVM. SaOcUiNPNNieT VQ iO aSNT abPVU TUSaOgeSTǠ RVeTUiPOT. SUPSieT Pf QePQMeɪ
cPNiOg hPNe UP OVSTeSieT aMM TeU VQ XiUhPVU a babZ fiMM UheN. The PMd adageT: ǣEWeSZ gSief iTɪ
diffeSeOU. TaML XiUh ZPVS QaSUOeS. CPNNVOicaUiPO iT LeZ.Ǥɪ
ɪ
KiOd Pf haSd UP dP XheO heǠT UhPVTaOdT Pf NiMeT aXaZ geUUiOg ThPU aU. AOd XPVMdOǠU UhaU be Sich?ɪ
Hey, honey, I know youǡre in a war [one, but letǡs set aside some time to talk about your feelings. I know I failed youɫ
by losing our baby. How can I help?ɫ
ɪ
MZ MaQUPQ jaOgMed MPVdMZ aOd I TOaUched Uhe cPNQVUeS cMPTeS UP Ne, fVNbMiOg XiUh Uhe USacLQad. Iɪ
hiU acceQU aOd heMd NZ bSeaUh VOUiM I TaX hiT face, fVMM aOd XhPMe, PO Uhe TcSeeO. The faNiMiaS SeMiefɪ
fMPPded UhSPVgh Ne MiLe a daN PQeOiOg. IU XaT di[[ZiOg, XPOdeSfVM, caUhaSUic.ɪɪ
ɪ



ǣHeZ, babZ.Ǥɪ
ɪ
I biU Uhe iOTide Pf NZ cheeL UP TUPQ NZTeMf fSPN cSZiOg. WhaU XaT XSPOg XiUh Ne? I XaT OeWeS Uheɪ
giSM UP cSZ, bVU OPX UhaU RZaO XaT aXaZ, I XaT a bad TcSeeOXSiUeSǠT USPQe.ɪɪ
ɪ
I TUaSed aU Uhe TcSeeO hVOgSiMZ. RZaOǠT haiS XaT cVU ThPSU UP hiT head aOd Uhe MighUiOg UheSe XaT diN,ɪ
TP Uhe bMPOd XaTOǠU OeaSMZ aT WibSaOU aT iU ThPVMd haWe beeO. HiT eZeT XeSe TUiMM a QieSciOg bMVe, bVUɪ
UheSe XaT TPNeUhiOg diffeSeOU abPVU UheN, UhiT UiNe. I NPWed Uhe TcSeeO cMPTeS UP Ne, aT if UhaUɪ
XPVMd heMQ. IU XaT haSd UP UeMM, bVU UheZ MPPLed Sed. AT if heǠd beeO cSZiOg.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣRZaO? WhaU iT iU?Ǥɪ
ɪ
I haUed Uhe QaOic UhaU XaT cSeeQiOg iUT XaZ VQ NZ UhSPaU. The SeMief UhaU had beeO TP TUSPOg jVTUɪ
TecPOdT agP XaT WaORViThed bZ Uhe eWeS-QSeTeOU feaS, Uhe fMicLeSiOg iNageT Pf fMag-dSaQed cPffiOTɪ
aOd Uhe baUUMefieMd cSPTT aOd Uhe TQPVTe XeeQiOg PWeS a caTLeU.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣEWeSZUhiOgǠT gPPd,Ǥ RZaO Taid. HiT WPice TPVOded hPaSTe. ǣMacLǩXe TaWed a Lid UPdaZ.Ǥɪ
ɪ
I OeWeS VOdeSTUPPd, VOUiM UhaU NPNeOU, XhaU iU NeaOU XheO TPNePOe Taid UheZ XeOU cPNQMeUeMZ TUiMM.ɪ
BVU I gPU iU. MZ MegT TUPQQed SVTUMiOg VOdeS Uhe cPWeST, I cPVMdOǠU MifU NZ haOd UP bSVTh aXaZ NZɪ
haiS. The TPVOdT Pf biSdT chiSQiOg PVUTide XeSe NVUed. NP caST SVNbMed bZ PO Uhe TUSeeU. EWeO NZɪ
heaSU dSagged UP a TUPQ.ɪɪ
ɪ
I didOǠU LOPX NVch abPVU hiT jPb, QaSUiaMMZ becaVTe he XPVMdOǠU UaML abPVU iU, aOd QaSUiaMMZ becaVTe ifɪ
I SeTeaSched iU IǠd be haVOUed bZ XhaUeWeS QhPUPT QPQQed VQ. I did LOPX UhaU aT a cPNbaU Nedic,ɪ
heǠd TeeO Uhe XPSTU Pf XaS.ɪ ɪ
ɪ
ǣWhaU dP ZPV NeaO, TaWed a Lid?Ǥ I aTLed, fighUiOg Uhe diTcPNfPSU UhaU XaT SaQidMZ TXeMMiOg iOTideɪ
Pf Ne. ThiT XaTOǠU RZaO. IU didOǠU TPVOd MiLe hiN. IU didOǠU eWeO MPPL MiLe hiN. HiT eZeT XeSe daSUiOgɪ
bacL aOd fPSUh, MiLe he cPVMdOǠU fPcVT PO Uhe MiUUMe SPVOd caNeSa aU Uhe UPQ Pf Uhe TcSeeO.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣTheSe XaT UhiT MiUUMe bPZǩNaZbe fPVS PS fiWe,Ǥ RZaO Taid, ǣaOd he had a GSW UP Uhe head.Ǥɪ
ɪ
ǣA XhaU?Ǥ I iOUeSSVQUed. A TUab Pf aOOPZaOce hiU NZ gVU, SeMeaTiOg TPNe Pf Uhe aOYieUZ UhaU XaTɪ
NaLiOg NZ cheTU iOfMaUe MiLe a baMMPPO. I haUed iU XheO I cPVMdOǠU VOdeSTUaOd hiT XPSMd, hiT UeSNT, hiTɪ
Mife. We XeSe TVQQPTed UP be a VOiU, bVU I XaT XaZ Pff iO Uhe MaOd Pf SeaMiUZ TV aOd fiSTU XPSMdɪ
QSPbMeNT.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣSPSSZ. GVOThPU XPVOd,Ǥ he cMaSified.ɪɪ
ɪ
Oh, gPPd. GMad I aTLed. NP big deaM, jVTU a GSW UP Uhe head. NP XPOdeS XhZ he XaT abMe UP cMeaOɪ
VQ Uhe bMPPd TP eaTiMZ iO PVS baUhSPPN. GVOThPUT QSPbabMZ QSPdVce XaZ NPSe bMPPd UhaOɪ
NiTcaSSiageT.ɪɪ
ɪ
RZaOǠT face MPPLed aMUeSed, USaOTfPSNed. TheSe XaT a hPMMPXOeTT iO hiT cheeLT UhaU I had OeWeS TeeOɪ
befPSe, aOd hiT eZeT gMiTUeOed aT he cPOUiOVed hiT TUPSZ.ɪɪ
ɪ



ǣSP ZPV LOPX, heǠT bMeediOg PVU, aOd I cPVMdOǠU geU Uhe IV iO XiUh hiN ThaLiOg aSPVOd. HiT faUheSɪ
XaT ZeMMiOg aOd cSZiOg aOdǩGPd, MacL, iU XaT jVTU Uhe NPTU iOUeOTe TiUVaUiPO IǠWe eWeS beeO iO.Ǥɪ
ɪ
I XaOUed UP UVOe hiN PVU, bVU I hVOg POUP hiT eWeSZ XPSd. ThiT NaO, NZ hVTbaOd, XhPN I UhPVghUɪ
I LOeX TP XeMM, XaT a cPNQMeUeMZ diffeSeOU QeSTPO becaVTe Pf XhaUeWeS jVTU haQQeOed. WaT UhiT Uheɪ
NPNeOU iU XPVMd aMM faMM aQaSU? WaT I iO Uhe QSiWiMeged QPTiUiPO Pf XiUOeTTiOg, iO-Uhe-NPNeOU, Uheɪ
QPiOU iO UiNe UhaU XPVMd chaOge VT bPUh fPSeWeS?ɪɪ
ɪ
He TUaSUed UaMLiOg abPVU Uhe bMPPd, aOd I feMU NZTeMf MPTiOg fPcVT. HiT WPice TPVOded faS aXaZ aOd Iɪ
XPOdeSed XhaU bMPPd dPeT XheO iUǠT NiYed XiUh TaOd. DPeT iU cPagVMaUe? DP UheZ cMeaO VQɪ
afUeSXaSdT? ShPWeM iU VQ aOd dVNQ iU TPNeXheSe? WPVMd USaceT SeNaiO fPS Uhe MiUUMe bPZǠT QaSeOUT UPɪ
fiOd, MPOg afUeS Uhe XPSTU haQQeOed?ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣI UhPVghU he XaT dead,Ǥ RZaO XaT TaZiOg. He cMeOched hiT jaX UighUMZ a feX UiNeT befPSe TQeaLiOgɪ
agaiO, fighUiOg TPNe LiOd Pf eNPUiPO. I NiNicLed Uhe NPWeNeOU; iU didOǠU heMQ.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣI UhPVghU fPS TVSe he XaT a gPOeS. BVU XPSd gPU bacL UP VT UhaU he TVSWiWed. MacL, if Xe hadOǠUɪ
beeO abMe UP geU hiN UhPTe fMVidT aOd TUaVOch UhaU bMeediOg, UhaU MiUUMe bPZ XPVMd haWe died.Ǥɪ
ɪ
I XaUched hiT QiYeMaUed face aOd ached UP Seach PVU aOd bSVTh Uhe UeaS gaUheSiOg aU Uhe cPSOeS Pf hiTɪ
eZe. RZaO didOǠU cSZ. He fiYed UhiOgT. MZ XhPMe Mife, he had fiYed eWeSZUhiOg. UOUiM Uhe babZ, aOZXaZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣIǠN gMad ZPV XeSe abMe UP TaWe hiN,Ǥ I XhiTQeSed. I hPQed NZ WPice TPVOded Uhe XaZ iU XaTɪ
TVQQPTed UP: QaTTiPOaUe, QSPVd, cPNQaTTiPOaUe, Uhe SighU aNPVOU Pf TVMUSZ aOd TXeeU. IU XaT haSd UPɪ
UeMM XhaU I TPVOded MiLe fPS TVSe, becaVTe I XaT fighUiOg bacL Uhe biMe SiTiOg iO NZ UhSPaU. WhaU XaT Iɪ
TVQQPTed UP TaZ heSe? ​Well done, Ryan! You did it! Youǡre the hero of Iraq. This is what you signed up for,ɫ
right?ɫɫ
ɪ
WhaU XaT ​wrong ​XiUh Ne? I had XaiUed TeWeO daZT, POe hPVS, aOd UhiSUZ-UhSee NiOVUeT fPS UhiT caMM.ɪ
AOd OPX aMM I XaOUed UP dP XaT ThVU Uhe cPNQVUeS aOd bMPcL PVU hiT face. IU XaTOǠU faiS UhaU he XaTɪ
PVU UheSe TaWiOg chiMdSeO, MeaWiOg Ne UP aO eNQUZ hPNe aOd eNQUZ XPNb. AOd UheSe he XaT,ɪ
TNiMiOg aOd cSZiOg MiLe TaWiOg TPNe faSaXaZ Lid TPNehPX caOceMed PVU Uhe MPTT Pf PVS PXO chiMd?ɪ
WhaU, becaVTe PVS Lid XaT UXeMWe XeeLT PMd aOd OPU UXeMWe ZeaST PMd, UhaU TPNehPX Nade iU MeTT Pfɪ
a MPTT? EaTZ fPS hiN UP UhiOL TP. He XaTOǠU Uhe POe XhP had UP TiU iO a QPPM Pf bMPPd, XPOdeSiOgɪ
Xhich fSagNeOUT XeSe hiT chiMd.ɪ
ɪ
I haUed aMM Pf UhiT. I USied UP be VOdeSTUaOdiOg. I USied UP be TeMfMeTT. I jVTU faiMed aU iU. The PUheS XiWeTɪ
XeSe TP QVU UPgeUheS, baLiOg cPPLieT aOd QVUUiOg caSe QacLageT UPgeUheS, babZTiUUiOg aOd PffeSiOgɪ
NPSaM TVQQPSU. TheZ had MadieTǠ OighUT XheSe UheZ UaMLed aOd dSaOL XiOe aOd cSied aOd QaiOUed eachɪ
PUheSǠT OaiMT. I XaT OPU UhaU QeSTPO. I cPVMdOǠU beMieWe iO Uhe gSeaUeS gPPd UhaU UheZ UhPVghU UheZɪ
XeSe accPNQMiThiOg. I haUed UhaU RZaO XaT aXaZ, TaWiOg PUheS QePQMeǠT chiMdSeO aOd hVTbaOdT aOdɪ
XiWeT, iOTUead Pf heSe, XiUh Ne, iO PVS PXO VOiWeSTe. I XaOUed UP be TeMfiTh. I XaOUed UP be Uhe POMZɪ
POe TaWed bZ RZaO LVcL.ɪ
ɪ
ǣBabZ? TeMM Ne abPVU ZPVS XeeL.Ǥɪ
ɪ
ǣHPX did ZPV fiOd PVU he TVSWiWed?Ǥɪ
ɪ



RZaO ThifUed; I TaX a bMVS Pf faTU NPWeNeOU behiOd hiN. ǣWhaU?Ǥɪ
ɪ
ǣI NeaO, XaT iU a dPcUPS XhP UPMd ZPV? I UhPVghU ZPV OeWeS fPVOd PVU XhaU haQQeOed afUeS ZPVɪ
bSPVghU UheN UP Uhe hPTQiUaM.Ǥ I heaSd Uhe accVTaUiPO iO NZ WPice. I cPVMdOǠU TUPQ iU.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣI...NeeMZ XeOU bacL UP Uhe hPTQiUaM Uhe OeYU daZ PO a caMM. He heaSd.Ǥɪɪ
ɪ
NeeMZ. IU didOǠU TeeN SighU UP Ne UhaU he XPVMd be Uhe POe UP aTL abPVU iU. WheO I UhPVghU Pf aɪ
TUeSePUZQicaM, NachP, heaSUMeTT NiMiUaSZ gVZ, JPhO NeeMZ XaT Uhe POe I UhPVghU Pf. The eYceTTiWeɪ
TXeaSiOg, Uhe NaTcVMiOiUZ UhaU bPSdeSed PO iOTVMUiOg, Uhe XaZ he aQQSaiTed eWeSZ XPNaO iO hiT QaUhɪ
eYceQU hiT PXO Xife. NPU UhaU I bMaNed hiN; hiT Xife XaT a QaiO iO Uhe aTT.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣHPOeZ, I haWe UP gP. I haWe aO eaSMZ ThifU.Ǥɪ
ɪ
I Mied UP NZ hVTbaOd. I TVQQPTed UhaUǠT hPX iU TUaSUT: Uhe MiUUMe XhiUe Mie UhaU bMPTTPNT iOUP Uhe VgMZɪ
QaUchXPSL Pf deceiU, cPWeSiOg VQ aMM Uhe XeaL QPiOUT iO Uhe NaSSiage VOUiM iUǠT VOaWPidabMe aOd Uheɪ
TeaNT begiO UP cPNe VOdPOe, TUiUch bZ TUiUch.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣSVSe, babZ. YPV PLaZ? CaTTie UPMd NeeMZ The haTOǠU TeeO ZPV aU Uhe NeeUiOgT.Ǥɪ
ɪ
BecaVTe The hadOǠU beeO UP Uhe NeeUiOgT heSTeMf. She XaT UPP bVTZ baOgiOg NeeMZǠT beTU fSieOd.ɪ
EWeSZPOe LOeX iU.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣIǠN gPPd. WPSL iT jVTU SeaMMZ QicLiOg VQ. PMeaTe be Tafe, PLaZ?Ǥɪ
ɪ
ǣI MPWe ZPV, MacL.Ǥɪ
ɪ
ǣLPWe ZPV NPSe, RZaO.Ǥɪ
ɪ
I MeU NZ fiOgeS hPWeS PWeS Uhe bVUUPO, XaOUiOg bVU VOXiMMiOg UP eOd Uhe caMM. I XaOUed hiN heSe, UhaUɪ
XaT aMM. If he XeSe heSe, Xe cPVMd UaML abPVU iU. I cPVMdOǠU UaML abPVU iU PWeS a cPNQVUeS, UhaU XaT aMM.ɪɪ
ɪ
I had OP QMaOT UP gP iO fPS aO eaSMZ ThifU, bVU I Oeeded UP geU PVU Pf Uhe hPVTe. SP I UPPL NZ VTVaMɪ
XaML dPXO UP Uhe TUPSe UP QicL VQ cPffee aOd a dPOVU. The TUSeeUT XeSe RVieU aOd QeacefVM, QSPbabMZɪ
TP VOMiLe Uhe TUSeeUT RZaO XaMLed dPXO eWeSZ daZ. ThaU XPSMd aOd ThiT XPSMd XeSe TP diTcPOOecUed.ɪ
I XaTOǠU dPiOg NZ QaSU UP LeeQ UheN UPgeUheS, UhaU XaT fPS TVSe.ɪɪ
ɪ
TheSe XaT a UabMe TeU VQ iO fSPOU Pf Uhe TUPSe. A cPVQMe Pf LidT, QSPbabMZ high TchPPM aged, hPMdiOgɪ
cMiQbPaSdT XiUh TNiMeT QMaTUeSed PO UheiS faceT. TheZ XeSe XeaSiOg bSighU Sed ThiSUT, TP bSighU UheZɪ
Sa[ed NZ eZeT MiLe a NPSUaS aUUacL. I TRViOUed aOd QVU NZ head dPXO.​ ​HPX XPVMd I dPdge UheN?ɪ
HPX cPVMd I geU aSPVOd XhaUeWeS iU XaT UheZ XeSe TeMMiOg UPdaZ?ɪ
ɪ
ǣDP ZPV haWe a feX NiOVUeT UPdaZ UP TaWe chiMdSeO?Ǥɪ
ɪ
Yeah, Lid. IǠN a QSiNe caOdidaUe fPS TaWiOg chiMdSeO. I cPVMdOǠU QSPUecU NZ PXO, TP XhaU NaLeT ZPVɪ
UhiOL I cPVMd TaWe aOZ PUheST? MaZbe NZ hVTbaOd cPVMd heMQ ZPV.ɪ
ɪ



I TUVcL NZ haOdT iO NZ QPcLeUT aOd LeQU XaMLiOg. I cPVMdOǠU haWe cPffee XheO I XaT QSegOaOU. Theɪ
caffeiOe XaT bad fPS Uhe babZ, I Sead. MaZbe if I had cPffee POce iO a XhiMe iU XPVMd haWe fPVghUɪ
haSdeS UP MiWe. I XaTOǠU TVSe, bVU NaZbe IǠd SaUheS haWe a MiWiOg babZ XiUh cPffee daNage UhaO aɪ
fMaXMeTT dead POe.ɪɪ
ɪ
MZ NPUheS TVggeTUed haWiOg a fVOeSaM fPS iU, eWeO XaOUed UP bVZ a MiUUMe gSaWeTUPOe. BVU UheSe XaTɪ
OP bPdZ. TheSe XaT OPUhiOg UP bVSZ. IU XaT TZNbPMic, The Taid. A QMace UP QVU NZ gSief. LiLe iU cPVMdɪ
be bPYed VQ, cPOUaiOed, aOd QVU aXaZ, aOd UheO I cPVMd chPPTe UP gP WiTiU iU XheO I XaOUed UP feeMɪ
iU. Did iU XPSL UhaU XaZ? MaZbe I ThPVMd haWe agSeed UP iU. BVU iOTUead I QVU NZ fPPU dPXO aOdɪ
iOTiTUed UhaU I jVTU XaOUed UP geU PO XiUh NZ Mife. ThaU I didOǠU XaOU RZaOǠT MaTU UXP XeeLT hPNe UPɪ
be fiMMed XiUh NPSbid babZ UPNbTUPOeT aOd NeNPSiaMT XiUh caOdMeT aOd baMMPPO SeMeaTeT. YPV LOPXɪ
UhaU UhPTe baMMPPOT LiMM UhPVTaOdT Pf XiMdMife, jVTU TP Xe caO haWe PVS NPNeOU Pf Qeace aOdɪ
TZNbPMic MeUUiOg gP?ɪ
ɪ
NeXTfMaTh, MPN: I cPVMd SeMeaTe UeO UhPVTaOd baMMPPOT aOd NZ gSief XPVMd OPU MifU XiUh UheN.ɪɪ
ɪ
I Qaid fPS NZ cPffee aOd headed bacL UPXaSd hPNe. The chiMd-TaWeST didOǠU bPUheS Ne UhiT UiNe.ɪɪ
ɪ
CaTTie USied UP UeMM Ne POce UhaU I XPVMd Tee TZNbPMT eWeSZXheSe UhaU NeaOU NZ babZ XaT XaUchiOgɪ
Ne aOd MPWiOg Ne fSPN heaWeO. LiLe a SaiObPX PS a bVUUeSfMZ. She UPMd a TUPSZ Pf a MadZ aOd heS TPOɪ
XhP fed Uhe dVcLT eWeSZ NPSOiOg. AOd UheO heS TPO died aOd The TUaSUed TeeiOg dVcLT XheSeWeS Theɪ
XeOU. BVU I UPMd heS iU XaT jVTU UhaU fSeRVeOcZ iMMVTiPO UhiOg, MiLe XheO ZPV bVZ a HPOda aOd UheOɪ
Tee UheN eWeSZXheSe. OS, iO CaTTieǠT caTe, XheO ZPV haWe TeY XiUh POe gVZ UhaUǠT OPU ZPVS hVTbaOdɪ
aOd UheO Tee NPSe baOgabMe QSPTQecUT eWeSZXheSe. She bPVghU Ne a QeOdaOU XiUh aO aOgeMǠT XiOgɪ
PO iU aOd UPMd Ne iU XaT fPS NZ aOgeM babZ. I UhiOL The eYQecUed Ne UP cSZ PS hVg heS. BVU I jVTUɪ
MPPLed aU iU. AOd I haWeOǠU TeeO aOgeM XiOgT aOZXheSe, eWeO XheO I acUVaMMZ MPPLed fPS UheN, TP iUɪ
UVSOed PVU heS UhePSZ XaT XSPOg.ɪɪ
ɪ
RZaO aOd I VTed UP UaLe UhiT XaML UPgeUheS eWeSZ daZ, eWeO XheO I XaT QSegOaOU. HeǠd geU a MaSgeɪ
iced cPffee aOd UhSee dPOVUT. WeǠd eaU PO Uhe XaML hPNe, dSPQQiOg TQSiOLMeT eWeSZXheSe. He aMXaZTɪ
TQMiU Uhe MaTU dPOVU XiUh Ne. TheSe XaT OPUhiOg cVUeS UhaO TeeiOg Uhe QPXdeS PO hiT MiQT XhiMeɪ
iOTiTUiOg UhaU I eaU NPSe.ɪɪ
ɪ
I aUe XhiMe I XaMLed. The TQSiOLMeT didOǠU faMM. MaZbe UhaU XaT a LiOd Pf SeWeSTe TigO. MZ babZ XaTɪ
OPU PVU UheSe, aOd OeiUheS XaT RZaO. EWeSZUhiOg XaT UPP faS aXaZ UP Seach Ne XiUh UiOZ TigOaMT. Iɪ
bVSOed NZ UPOgVe PO Uhe biUUeS cPffee.ɪɪ
ɪ
OO POe Pf PVS MaTU XaMLT befPSe he deQMPZed, RZaO UPMd Ne a TUPSZ he heaSd fSPN a fSieOd Pf aɪ
fSieOd, POe Pf UhPTe NiMiUaSZ TUPSieT UhaU geUT QaTTed UhSPVgh Uhe SaOLT jVTU QSiPS UP deQMPZNeOU. ThiTɪ
gVZǠT VOiU had UP geU TPNeXheSe, bVU UheZ had UP cSPTT a SPadXaZ MiUUeSed XiUh eYQMPTiWeT. BecaVTeɪ
UiNe XaT Pf Uhe eTTeOce, UheZ had UP QSeTT fPSXaSd XiUh POMZ haOdheMd deWiceT iOTUead Pf caMMiOg fPSɪ
Uhe TQeciaMi[ed UeaN, SiTLiOg Uhe caTVaMUieT. The ASNZ caMMed iU ǣacceQUabMe daNage,Ǥ he Taid.ɪɪ
ɪ
ǣBVU XheSe iT Uhe MiOe beUXeeO acceQUabMe aOd VOacceQUabMe?Ǥ I had aTLed, NZ NPVUh haMf-fVMM Pfɪ
dPOVU.ɪɪ
ɪ
He had ThSVgged aOd cPOUiOVed PO, cMeaSMZ iOdicaUiOg iU XaTOǠU hiT QSPbMeN UP decide UhPTe UhiOgT.ɪ
BVU iU TUVcL XiUh Ne. WheSe XaT Uhe MiOe dSaXO?ɪ



ɪ
I UhPVghU abPVU UhaU OPX, aT I XaMLed. I XPOdeSed if I had UP iUeNi[e acceQUabMe daNageT iO NZ Mife,ɪ
XheSe I XPVMd dSaX Uhe MiOe. BSPLeO gMaTT aU Uhe baS: acceQUabMe. C+ PO a QaQeS: NPTUMZ acceQUabMe.ɪ
MaSSiage faMMiOg aQaSU: bPSdeSMiOe VOacceQUabMe. LPTT Pf a babZ: XeMM, Xe aMM LOeX UhaU POe. Iɪ
XPOdeSed XhaU Uhe ASNZ did UP QSeWeOU Uhe ǣVOacceQUabMeǤ daNage. WhaU cPVMd I haWe dPOe?ɪ
ɪ
I TMPXed dPXO aT I aQQSPached Uhe fiOaM TUSeUch befPSe hPNe. TheSe XaT gSaffiUi PO Uhe TideXaML VQɪ
ahead, cPWeSiOg POMZ UXP TRVaSeT. The aSUiTUT TeeNed UP haWe a QacU aNPOgTU UheNTeMWeT UP LeeQɪ
eWeSZUhiOg iO Uhe MiOeT aOd UidZ, NaZbe iO aSUiTUic iSPOZ, a jVYUaQPTiUiPO UP Mife. IU had beeO UheSe fPS aɪ
NPOUh. BVU TUiMM, I TMPXed dPXO, aOd XaUched iU cMPTeMZ aT NZ feeU QaTTed PWeS iU. I cPVMd SeciUe a MiTUɪ
Pf XhaU XaT UheSe XiUhPVU MPPLiOg: LOOK UP! iO Sed QaiOU; a bMacL heaSU; a giaOU eZe; SaOdPNɪ
PSaOge TcSibbMeT UhaU MaZeSed PWeS a SiWaM UaggeSǠT OaNe; TPN ɢ DaQhOe; FREE MIKE iO a heaWZɪ
bMacL TcSaXM UhaU cPWeSed haMf Pf Uhe XeiSd NVSaM.ɪɪ
ɪ
I TUaSed aU Uhe TRVaSeT XiUhPVU SeaMMZ TeeiOg UheN, XPOdeSiOg XhaU I XPVMd fiMM NiOe XiUh if I XaT aOɪ
aSUiTU. TXP TRVaSeT Pf TZNbPMT. DPOVUT XPVMd be iO UheSe, fPS TVSe. MaZbe a beeS TUeiO fPS Uhe baS, aɪ
OPUebPPL fPS TchPPM. WhaU cPVMd TZNbPMi[e RZaO? A heaSU TeeNed USiUe. I SacLed NZ bSaiO UP UhiOLɪ
Pf TPNeUhiOg UhaU cPVMd TZNbPMi[e PVS UiNeT UPgeUheS; Uhe UiNe Xe iOTUaMMed XPPd fMPPST iO Uhe MiWiOgɪ
SPPN, PS Uhe daZ Xe XeOU UP a baTebaMM gaNe aOd he dSPQQed a TOPX-cPOe PO hiT MaQ. MaZbe UhPTeɪ
PQQSeTTiWe TVNNeS OighUT XheSe Xe cPVMdOǠU TUaOd Uhe TUicLZ heaU aOd jVNQed iOUP Uhe RVaSSZ,ɪ
TcSeaNiOg XiUh eYhiMaSaUiPO MiLe a QaiS Pf UeeOageST.ɪɪ
ɪ
The MPOgeS I TUaSed, Uhe NPSe iNageT caNe UP NZ head, VObiddeO. A cMVTUeS Pf baMMPPOT MifUiOg iOUPɪ
Uhe iNagiOaSZ TLZ. A UiOZ headTUPOe. AOd iO Uhe cPSOeS, baSeMZ OPUiceabMe, POMZ ThiNNeSiOg XheO Uheɪ
MighU XaT SighU, a UiOZ XiOg.ɪ
ɪɪ
I TVcLed iO a bSeaUh UPP RVicL aOd Uhe gSaffiUi caNe iOUP fPcVT agaiO. I fPSced NZ feeU UP NPWe. Iɪ
LOeX XhaU XaT UheSe, aOd I LOeX XhaU XaT OPU. I XaMLed aSPVOd iU, QSeUeOdiOg OPU UP MPPL bVUɪ
TUSaiOiOg NZ eZeT iO hPQeT UhaU NaZbe UhiT UiNe XPVMd be diffeSeOU, UhaU NaZbe UhiT XPVMd be Uhe daZɪ
XheSe I XPVMd gMiNQTe a UiOZ aOgeMǠT XiOg UP UeMM Ne eWeSZUhiOg XPVMd be PLaZ.ɪ
ɪ
NP TVch UhiOg. I cPOUiOVed UPXaSd hPNe, caMcVMaUiOg Uhe UiNe VOUiM RZaOǠT OeYU caMM, NeaTVSiOg Uheɪ
hPVST iO TUeQT.ɪ
ɪ ɪ



AOJUa LaLTINJ PPXFMM ǤIG I GFU OVU PG TIJT AMJWF I WJMM MaLF PaTUaǥɫ
ɪ
ɪ
AOiUa LaLThNi PPXeMM iT a jPVSOaMiTU baTed iO SPVUheSO AfSica, XhP haT cPWeSed cPOfMicU aSPVOd Uheɪ
XPSMd. HeS ThPSU TUPSieT haWe beeO UXice cPOTecVUiWeMZ MPOgMiTUed fPS Uhe CPNNPOXeaMUh ShPSUɪ
SUPSZ PSi[e, aOd heS fiSTU eOUSZ UP a ficUiPO cPOUeTU XaT QVbMiThed bZ CPNNPOXeaMUh WSiUeST aOd XaTɪ
UheiS NPTU-Sead Qiece Pf 2018. She haT aMTP beeO QVbMiThed bZ Uhe​ɫBangalore Review ​ɪaOd XaT a fiOaMiTUɪ
fPS Uhe 2020 KeZ WeTU LiUeSaSZ SeNiOaS'T CeceMia JPZce JPhOTPO AXaSd. She XaT bPSO iO AVTUSaMiaɪ
UP iNNigSaOU QaSeOUT aOd OPX MiWeT iO JPhaOOeTbVSg XiUh heS faNiMZ, Xhich TUaST heS fPVS-ZeaS-PMdɪ
daVghUeS.ɪ
ɪ
She XSiUeT, ǣThiT ThPSU TUPSZ TUeNNed fSPN a cPOWeSTaUiPO XiUh TPMdieS-OPWeMiTU RZaO Leigh DPTUieɪ
(aVUhPS Pfɪ​Formation ​, a XPOdeSfVM, haSSPXiOg, NeNPiS Pf heS UiNe aT a TeSWice NeNbeS), UhaUɪ
VOeaSUhed PVS NVUVaM PVUSage aOd VOeaTe XiUh Uhe QeSceQUiPO UhaU, TPNehPX, PVS geOdeS LeQU VTɪ
fSPN TeeiOg Uhe haSTh SeaMiUieT Pf cPOfMicU aOd diTRVaMified VT fSPN UeMMiOg PVS TUPSieT. ThaUǠT Nadeɪ
cMeaS UP Ne iO Uhe eNQhaTiT PO UechOicaM WeSiTiNiMiUVde iO XaS XSiUiOgǜeWideOU iO Uhe geOSeǠT MibeSaMɪ
VTe Pf acSPOZNT aOd UeSNiOPMPgZ. MZ eYQeSieOce aT a SadiP SeQPSUeS haT UaVghU Ne, hPXeWeS, UhaUɪ
eNPUiPOaM USVUhǜPS aT TiN OǠBSieO QVUT iU TP QeSfecUMZ iOɪ​The Things They Carried,ɫ ​Uheɪ
ǣUSVUh-gPPTeǤǜaMTP caSSieT TigOificaOU XeighU, aOd caO caSSZ a OaSSaUiWe aT NVch aT OaNe-checLiOgɪ
UhaU QaSUicVMaS XeaQPO PS aSNPSed WehicMe. ThiT eOUiSeMZ ficUiPOaM TUPSZ Pf a NPN dPiOg heS jPb PO aɪ
QaSUicVMaSMZ bad daZ cPWeST Uhe cPNQMicaUed eNPUiPOaM USVUh Pf UheTe hiTUPSicaMMZ TigOificaOU eWeOUT, iOɪ
a XaZ UhaU I UhiOL SiOgT, XeMM, USVe.Ǥɪ
ɪ ɪ



IG I GFU OVU PG TIJT AMJWF I WJMM MaLF PaTUaɫ
AOiUa LaLThNi PPXeMMɪ
ɪ
ɪ
WhPTe dVNb-fVcL idea XaT UhiT, iT XhaU eWeSZPOe iT UhiOLiOg aT Xe NPVOU VQ fPS Uhe dVNbeTUɪ
fVcLiOg idea ThPSU Pf, XeMM, MiLe, I dPOǠU eWeO LOPX. I TVQQPTe cPNiOg UP UhiT fVcLiOg TaOdQiU iO Uheɪ
fiSTU QMace.ɪɪ
ɪ
The cPMPOeM TeeNT QVNQed, TUaOdiOg iO Uhe NiddMe Pf a hVge ciScMe, cMeaSiOg hiT UhSPaU MiLe heǠTɪ
abPVU UP giWe a gSadVaUiPO TQeech becaVTe UheSe aSe jVTU TP fVcLiOg ​many ​ Pf VT, MiOed VQ MiLe MiUUMe UPZɪ
TPMdieST iO PVS TUVQid baggZ XaS QajaNaT, fSeTh-faced aOd SeadZ UP die.ɪɪ
ɪ
We Oeed UP ThPX UheN, he TaZT, PVS cPNNiUNeOU UP deNPcSacZ. TheZ aSe WPUiOg UPNPSSPX becaVTeɪ
Pf ​us. Our efforts. ​We did UhiT. SP UheZ cPVMd be fSee.ɪ
ɪ
He QPiOUT aU Uhe TUiMM-daSL TLZ, aOd TPNe Pf Uhe dVNbThiUT bPUheS UP MPPL VQ.ɪɪ
ɪ
CPNNaOd, he TaZT, XaOUT VT UP NaLe a SeaM ThPX heSe. SNiMe, XaWe, ThPX Uhe ciUi[eOT XeǠSe haWiOgɪ
fVO. ShPX UheN XeǠSe OPU afSaid. YPV, UPP, dPOǠU Oeed UP be afSaid UPNPSSPX XheO ZPV caTU ZPVSɪ
WPUe. ThiT iT PVS chaOce UP be ​heroes.ɫ
ɪ
52 fVcLiOg WehicMeT iO a SPX, gPiOg 10 cMicLT aO hPVS UhSPVgh UhiT eOUiSe fiMUhZ ciUZ, TQMaZed PVU aOdɪ
heMQMeTT MiLe a dSVOL cheeSMeadeS aU a hPVTe QaSUZ, jVTU aTLiOg fPS iU.ɪɪ
ɪ
Yeah, I aN afSaid, aTThPMe.ɪɪ
ɪɪ

*ɪ
ɪ

AOZPOe XhP dSiWeT fPS a MiWiOg LOPXT UheSeǠT NVch NPSe UP iU UhaO TiNQMZ geUUiOg fSPN PPiOU A UPɪ
PPiOU B. I USied UP UeMM BSaOdeO UhiT, POce, aOd he UPMd Ne I XaT USZiOg UP NaLe NZ jPb TeeN aMMɪ
faOcZ, Xhich iT Sich cPNiOg fSPN ​him ​.ɪ
ɪ
I haUe BSaOdeO aOd he haUeT Ne, bVU UPgeUheS Xe TPNehPX NaOage OPU UP haUe ChMPe aOd JaZdeO,ɪ
Xhich TeeNT MiLe a gPddaNO NiSacMe UP Ne TPNeUiNeT becaVTe I MPWe Uhe MiUUMe ThiUT UP deaUh bVUɪ
UheZ MPPL TP NVch MiLe hiN I XPOdeS hPX UhaU iT eWeO QPTTibMe. The heaSU iT a fVOOZ UhiOg.ɪ ɪ
ɪ
HeǠT TVch a ThiUbag Qiece Pf ThiU UhaU XheO giWeO Uhe PQUiPO Pf UaLiOg UheN dVSiOg Uhe deQMPZNeOU,ɪ
he SeNiOded Ne UhaU TiOce Xe XeSe OeWeS NaSSied PS aOZUhiOg UheSeǠT SeaMMZ OP beOefiU UP hiN if Iɪ
die, Xhich XaT a TVQeS ThiUUZ UhiOg UP TaZ, bVU UheO he UPQQed eWeO UhaU biU Pf QSi[e-XiOOiOg fVcLeSZɪ
UhaU bZ iOfPSNiOg Ne UhaU USVcL dSiWeST aSeOǠU eYacUMZ QSiNe UaSgeUT, MiLe he LOPXT aOZUhiOg abPVUɪ
aOZUhiOg.ɪɪ
ɪ
WhaUǠT Uhe fiSTU UhiOg Uhe eOeNZ USieT UP dP? I aTL hiN.ɪɪ
ɪ
He MPPLT aU Ne XiUh UhaU dVNb bMaOL face Pf hiT.ɪɪ
ɪ
BPNb UheN? he TaZT. I dPOǠU LOPX, babe, I TeMM caS aVdiP TPMVUiPOT. IǠN OP ​war expert​.ɪ
ɪ



He TNiMeT aT if UhiT iT fVOOZ. WeǠSe TP MPOg TiOce dPOe fVcLiOg UhaU he dPeTOǠU eWeO USZ UP iNQSeTTɪ
Ne aOZNPSe.ɪɪ
ɪ
DiTSVQU Uhe TVQQMZ MiOe, I TaZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
OLaZ, he TaZT. AOd XhaUǠT UhaU gPU UP dP XiUh ZPV?ɪɪ
ɪ
YPV LOPX XhaU, OeWeSNiOd, I UeMM hiN.ɪ
ɪ
SeeNT NZ deTUiOZ iO Mife iT UP LeeQ aUUSacUiOg ThiUUZ NeO.ɪ
ɪ

*ɪ
ɪ

WhaU dP ZPV XaOU? UheZ aTL VT XheO Xe geU UP KVXaiU, NiddMe Pf Uhe OighU, gSPggZ, TMVNQiOg iO aɪ
XPbbMZ MiOe Pff Uhe C-130, fPSNiOg a hVNaO chaiO UP VOMPad PVS NPVOUaiO Pf Tea-bagT. TSZiOg UPɪ
geU VT aMM hPPah-ed VQ aT Xe adjVTU UP Uhe TaOd fMeaT, Uhe heaU, Uhe fPPd.ɪɪ
ɪ
SgU. Maj. faceT dPXO TeeUeS, XhP MPPLT MiLe heǠT Uhe XSPOg Tide Pf 50. HeǠT aO iOTVSaOce adjVTUeS iOɪ
WacP, he UeMMT Ne, Xhich Uhe ASNZ decideT RVaMifieT hiN UP dP ciWiMiaO-NiMiUaSZ affaiST. SaZT he XaTɪ
TUVOOed XheO Uhe NPbiMi[aUiPO PSdeST caNe. YPV aOd Ne bPUh, bVddZ, I UeMM hiN.ɪɪ
ɪ
TEETER, SgU. Maj. bPPNT. WhaU dP ZPV XaOU?ɪ
ɪ
TeeUeS bMiOLT hiT XPSNZ eZeT. ThiOLT abPVU iU, SeacheT bacL iOUP hiT bSaiO. BegiOT, TMPXMZ:ɪɪ
ɪ
ThiT SecSViU dPeT OPUǜɪ ɪ
ɪ
JeTVT ​fuck ​, SgU. Maj. TQiUT. ChSiTU PO a cSacLeS. ATT PO a TaOdXich TPOPfabiUch NPUheSfVcLeS.ɪɪ
ɪ
He UaLeT a deeQ bSeaUh. CMPTeT hiT eZeT. CeOUeST hiNTeMf.ɪɪ
ɪ
OLaZ, QePQMe, he TaZT. I geU iU. ThiT iT aMM OeX UP ZPV. YPV aMM haWe ​jobs​ aOd ​lives ​PVU UheSe​. ​YPVɪ
QSPbabMZ OeWeS iO ZPVS QaOTZ-aTT MiWeT UhPVghU ZPVǠd acUVaMMZ haWe UP QVU ZPVS QaOTZ aTTeT PO Uheɪ
MiOe. BVU heSe Xe aSe. AOd fPS Uhe OeYU ZeaS, ZPV beMPOg UP UOcMe SaN. AOd XhaU UOcMe SaN XaOUT,ɪ
you ​ XaOU. SP XhaU Uhe fVcL dP YOU XaOU, TeeUeS?ɪ
ɪ
TeeUeS heTiUaUeT.ɪɪ
ɪ
UN, he TaZT. TPǩXiO?ɪ
ɪ
SgU. Maj. NaLeT a face MiLe heǠT gPiOg UP ThiU PVU a XhPMe aQQMe. TVSOT, MPPLT aU Ne.ɪɪ
ɪ
TOMATO, he TaZT.ɪɪ
ɪ
We aMM TUaOd TUiMM. MZ OeX bPPUT aSe SVbbiOg a bMiTUeS iOUP NZ MefU aOLMe. I USZ UP igOPSe iU.ɪɪ
ɪ
TOMATO, he SeQeaUT, QPiOUT aU Ne. YOU.ɪ
ɪ



IUǠT, Vh, DǠANaUP, TiS, I TaZ.ɪ
ɪ
YOUR NAME IS WHAT I FUCKING SAY IT IS SOLDIER, he TaZT.ɪɪ
ɪ
YES SIR, I TaZ.ɪ
ɪ
DPOǠU ZPV eWeS caMM Ne TiS agaiO, TPMdieS, he TaZT. I XPSL fPS a gPddaNO MiWiOg. NPX TPNaUP,ɪ
WHAT DO YOU WANT?ɪ
ɪ
TO NOT DIE SERGEANT MAJOR, I TaZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
YES, he TaZT. ThaU iT cPSSecU. DP UhaU daZ iO, daZ PVU, fPS Uhe XhPMe ZeaS, aOd ZPVǠMM haWeɪ
accPNQMiThed ZPVS NiTTiPO. HPPah.ɪɪ
ɪ
HOOAH, Xe aMM TaZ.ɪ
ɪ

*ɪ
ɪ

I MiLed TeeUeS. HiT Xife XPSLed aU Uhe QPTU Pffice bacL hPNe aOd LOeX hPX UP geU aMM LiOdT Pf ThiUɪ
UhSPVgh. WhiTLeZ iO LiQUPO Iced Tea bPUUMeT. VPdLa fPS PeSSieS. AOd POce, fPS Ne, TPNe Sed XiOe iOɪ
a bPUUMe Pf OceaO SQSaZ CSaO-PPNegSaOaUe.ɪɪ
ɪ
He XaT a CSPXO RPZaM NaO, he Taid, aOd bSPVghU XiUh hiN a QVSQMe-aOd-gPMd QaUchXPSL RViMUɪ
NPSNa had Nade hiN PVU Pf CSPXO bagT. HeǠd iOWiUe VT aSPVOd UP hiT hPPch aOd hPTU NPWieɪ
OighUT, aOd XeǠd fighU MiLe a bacLTeaU fVMM Pf LidT PWeS XhP gPU UP hVddMe VOdeS Uhe bMaOLeU, feeMɪ
TPNeUhiOg TPfU agaiOTU PVS TLiO.ɪɪ
ɪ
He XaT a gPPd dVde.ɪɪ

ɪ
*ɪ
ɪ

YPV geU a MPU Pf UiNe UP UhiOL iO UhiT jPb. MPTUMZ I UhiOL abPVU JaZdeO aOd ChMPe, abPVU hPX Theɪ
caNe PVU XiUh fVOOZ PMd-NaO haiS, MiLe cPNQMeUeMZ baMd iO Uhe NiddMe XiUh a SiOg Pf fV[[ aSPVOd Uheɪ
TideT, aOd I TUaSUed UP Tee TPNe MPgic iO cPNbPWeST, becaVTe UhaUǠT OP XaZ fPS a QPPS MiUUMe babZ UPɪ
haWe UP MPPL.ɪɪ
ɪ
WeǠSe fPVS cMicLT dPXO. I cPVMdǠWe UPMd UhaU cPMPOeM UhaU 10 NQh XaT OPU eWeO SeNPUeMZ QPTTibMe iOɪ
Baghdad USaffic, UhaU TiY hPVST TUSaighU UhSPVghǜaOd OP POe geUUiOg bMPXO VQǜiT PQUiNiTUic aT aMMɪ
fVcL. IUǠT gPOOa be a QiTTiOg-iO-a-CPLe-bPUUMe LiOd Pf daZ.ɪ
ɪ
JaZdeO, NeaOXhiMe, iT PbTeTTed XiUh bPUh fiSeUSVcLT aOd PcUPQVTeT, Xhich MPN TaZT he SefVTeT UPɪ
beMieWe dPOǠU gP UPgeUheS, aOd I haWe UP adNiU, eighU aSNT XPVMd be TVQeS VTefVM if ZPV had UP QVUɪ
PVU a fiSe, PS aU MeaTU heMQ ZPV cMiNb PVU Pf a UaOL faTU eOPVgh UP LeeQ ZPVS eZebaMMT fSPN QPQQiOgɪ
MiLe XhaU haQQeOed UP UhPTe QPPS baTUaSdT iO 3Sd CaW.ɪ
ɪ
JaZdeO TaZT MPN haT beeO NaLiOg hiN OcUPQVT PaTUa, Xhich iT baTicaMMZ a haOdfVM Pf dSZ TQagheUUiɪ
TUVcL iOUP cPcLUaiM XieOeST aOd UheO bPiMed, Xhich iT a diSecU hiU UP heS UeOdeS IUaMiaO heaSU, bVU heǠMMɪ



geU UheSe, eWeOUVaMMZ, Xe UeMM PVSTeMWeT. BecaVTe Uhe UhPVghU Pf beiOg VOabMe UP fiMM hiN XiUh PVS MPWeɪ
iT UPP NVch UP beaS.ɪɪ
ɪ
BSaOdeO had Uhe gaMM UP UeMM Ne I XaT a MPVTZ cPPL becaVTe I cPVMdOǠU NaLe aOZUhiOg XiUhPVU gaSMicɪ
PS UPNaUPeT, POe Pf Xhich giWeT hiN gaT aOd Uhe PUheS, QaMQiUaUiPOT, aOd I XaT MiLe, XeMM, if ZPV caOǠUɪ
haOdMe IUaMiaO fPPd ZPV QSPbabMZ ThPVMdOǠU be XiUh aO IUaMiaO XPNaO, Xhich I TPSU Pf SegSeUUed aU Uheɪ
UiNe, bVU OPU SeaMMZ, becaVTe he XaT a dPVchebag.ɪɪ
ɪ ɪ
AU Uhe CaNQ LibeSUZ TaMPO UheZ XiMM SiQ eWeSZUhiOgǜMiLe, ​everything​ǜPff ZPVS cPPch fPS $25, Xhichɪ
UheZ MiLe UP SeNiOd ZPV iT a baSgaiO, UhaU ThiU cPTUT $100 iO Uhe SeaM XPSMd, aOd UhaUǠT befPSe Uhe UiQ,ɪ
aT if ZPVǠSe TVQQPTed UP be gSaUefVM fPS Uhe diTcPVOU ZPV geU fPS DPiOg YPVS PaSU fPS FSeedPN.ɪɪ
ɪ
The XPNaO XhP SVOT Uhe QMace iT a faU ULSaiOiaO XiUh a hVge-aTT NPMe PO heS chiO UhaU TQSPVUTɪ
OaTUZ XiSZ bMacL haiST, aOd I XPOdeS XhZ The dPeTOǠU XaY ​that​, bVU UheO I beU iU XPVMd a) hVSU MiLe aɪ
biUch aOd b) NaZbe TheǠT NaLiOg Uhe cPNQMeUeMZ WaMid QPiOU UhaU ZPV dPOǠU haWe UP MPPL eWeOɪ
SeNPUeMZ fVcLabMe aSPVOd heSe UP geU fVcLed.ɪɪ
ɪ
He MeUT Ne caMM hiN bZ hiT fiSTU OaNe, DeWiO, XheO Xe fVcL, aT MPOg aT Xe caO dP iU Uhe XaZ he MiLeTɪ
beTU, Xhich iT dPggZTUZMe. SPNeUiNeT he MiLeT iU XheO I caMM hiN PaQi, Xhich I dP becaVTe UheO I caOɪ
cMPTe NZ eZeT aOd QSeUeOd IǠN fVcLiOg TPNePOe XPSUhXhiMe aOd OPU TPNe dPVche XhP UPMd Neɪ
POce, afUeS eOPVgh ThiUUZ ISaRi giO, UhaU bacL hPNe he TPNeUiNeT MiLeT UP XeaS eZeMiOeS aOd a faLeɪ
OPTe SiOg. WheO he geUT bacL, he TaZT, heǠT gPOOa geU gaVgeT iO hiT eaST. IUǠMM MPPL TP ​badass, ​he TaZT,ɪ
MiLe FSed DVSTU.ɪ
ɪ
MZ SPPNNaUe diTaQQSPWeT, OPU becaVTe heǠT a dPVche bVU becaVTe The OeWeS heTiUaUeT UP SeNiOdɪ
eWeSZPOe UhaU The VTed UP be AcUiWe DVUZ aOd UheSe aSe SVMeT Uhe SeTU Pf VT WeeLeOd WaSSiPST cPVMdɪ
OeWeS VOdeSTUaOd, MiLe, ZPV OeWeS fVcL PVU Pf SaOL. She haT a QPiOU, becaVTe if ZPV caO TXiOg iUɪ
MPgiTUicaMMZ ZPV caO geU SPPNNaUeT UP QaiS Pff XiUh PUheS SPPNNaUeT aOd UheO ZPV dPOǠU haWe UPɪ
TcSeX XiUh aMM Pf UhiT TchedVMiOg jVTU UP TcSeX. IUǠT MiLe ChiOeTe fVcLiOg ChecLeST aSPVOd heSe.ɪɪ
ɪ

*ɪ
ɪ

JaZdeO iT deUeSNiOed UhaU I XiMM NaLe hiN OcUPQVT PaTUa XheO I geU hPNe, Xhich MPN dPeTOǠUɪ
XaOU UP UeMM hiN XheO UhaU NighU be, aOd IǠN OPU aMMPXed UP SeaMMZ TaZ TUVff MiLe UhaU PWeS Uhe QhPOeɪ
aOZXaZ, OQSec aOd aMM UhaU. FiWe-ZeaS-PMdT dPOǠU SeaMMZ haWe a gSeaU TeOTe Pf UiNe, TP iUǠT OPU MiLe iUɪ
NaUUeST. He TaZT IǠWe beeO gPOe ​foreeeever ​ aOd he haT a QPiOU becaVTe XheO ZPVǠSe fiWe eWeO TiYɪ
NPOUhT XPVMd be a big QaSU Pf ZPVS Mife.ɪɪ
ɪ
WheO I geU hPNe I UhiOL Uhe fiSTU UhiOg I XiMM dP, afUeS Pf cPVSTe fPMdiOg UhPTe UXP NPOTUeST iOUP NZɪ
bPdZ aOd LiTTiOg eWeSZ QaSU Pf UheN UheZ XiMM MeU Ne LiTT, iT UaLe a Oice MPOg baUh. WiUh a big-aTT gMaTTɪ
Pf Sed XiOe. ThaU XaT NZ dSiOL Pf chPice, bVU TiOce TeeUeS IǠWe beeO NaLiOg dP XiUh MPcaM giO,ɪ
Xhich iT ThiU bVU XhaU caO ZPV dP.ɪ
ɪ
TheO I XiMM bMPX-dSZ NZ haiS, MeaWe iU dPXO, Xhich hPOeTUMZ I dPOǠU SeaMMZ SeNeNbeS XhaU iU eWeOɪ
MPPLT MiLe aOZNPSe, NaZbe UhaUǠT a UeSSibMe idea. IǠMM QVU PO NaLeVQ. AOd TPNeUhiOg Oice UhaU ThPXTɪ
NZ LOeeT, aOd TPNe TUSiQQeS heeMT, aOd IǠMM caMM VQ Uhe giSMT, XeǠMM gP UP a Oice QMace fPS diOOeS, UheOɪ
UP a TXaOLZ baS XiUh bPUUMe TeSWice aOd XeǠMM TiU PO XhiUe MeaUheS TPfaT aOd dSiOL chaNQagOe PS eMTeɪ
CPTNPQPMiUaOT aOd IǠMM NeeU a hPU gVZ XhP caO acUVaMMZ daOce, MiLe a JaiNe PS a MigVeM, IǠWe OeWeSɪ



LOPXO a OPU-hPU MigVeM, aOd he XiMM fVcL Ne TMPXMZ, MPPLiOg aU NZ face, XhiTQeSiOg iO NZ eaS aOd Iɪ
XiMM caMM hiN PaQi aOd MiLe iU, aOd XheO he aTLT Ne XhaU I dP IǠMM UeMM hiN I dSiWe fPS FedEY becaVTeɪ
IǠWe MeaSOed UhaU Uhe POMZ dVdeT XhP geU haSd PWeS WaS SUPSieT aSe OPU dVdeT ZPV XaOU UP be aSPVOd.ɪɪ
ɪ

*ɪ
ɪ

AbPVU UhiT TQagheUUi, I UeMM NZ NPN, haWe ZPV USied dPiOg iU XiUh NeaUbaMMT? I NeaO, cPcLUaiM XieOeSTɪ
aSe TP gSPTT, VOheaMUhZ UPP. HPX abPVU TUicLiOg Uhe TQagheUUi iOUP NeaUbaMMT iOTUead, UheO ZPV haWeɪ
aO acUVaM diTh, OPU UhiT FSaOLeOTUeiO ThiU.ɪɪ
ɪ
She TighT.ɪɪ
ɪ
YPV eWeS USied UP bPiM a NeaUbaMM? The TaZT. IUǠT a bad idea.ɪɪ
ɪ
CheSSZ UPNaUPeT, UheO, I TaZ. ThaU cPVMd XPSL. HeaMUhieS.ɪɪ
ɪ
IǠMM USZ, The TaZT aOd Xe bPUh LOPX The dPeTOǠU NeaO iU, XiMM abTPMVUeMZ OPU USZ. I aN TUaSUiOg UP feeMɪ
The SeTeOUT Ne, aOd I XaOU UP ZeMM UhaU UhiT XaTOǠU NZ dVNb idea UP cPNe PWeS heSe aOd MeaWe heSɪ
hPMdiOg Uhe bag, aOd beTideT, heS daVghUeS iT SeSWiOg HeS CPVOUSZ aOd The ThPVMd be QSPVd, OPUɪ
iSSiUaUed, eWeO a MiUUMe biU XPSSied fSPN UiNe UP UiNe. I XaOU UP UeMM heS bVU dPOǠU XaOU UP XPSSZ heSɪ
abPVU XhaU iUǠT SeaMMZ MiLe heSe.ɪɪ
ɪ
WhiMe I dSiWe UhSPVgh UhiT TUiOLiOg ciUZ I USZ UP cPNe VQ XiUh aMUeSOaUiWeT UhaU NighU XPSL fPS heS.ɪ
Of QPTTibiMiUieT XiUh UPSUeMMiOi, Xhich if ZPV UhiOL abPVU iU, MPPL MiLe eaST PS aTThPMeT, OeiUheS Pf Xhichɪ
ZPVǠd USZ UP feed a Lid. RaWiPMiT aSe SeaMMZ jVTU QiMMPXT, aOd ZPV cPVMd cVU UheN iOUP fVO ThaQeT,ɪ
UhPVgh XhP haT Uhe UiNe fPS UhaU. ZiUiǜOPX, UheSeǠT a QPTTibiMiUZ. LiLe XhaU if ZPV TUicL a Qiece Pfɪ
bSPccPMi iO UheSe, ZPVǠd geU PaTUa TSeeT. OS ZPV cPVMd dP iU XiUh caSSPU TUicLT PS gSeeO beaOT PSǩɪ
ɪ
IUǠd jVTU faMM aQaSU, MPN TighT.ɪɪ
ɪɪ

*ɪ
ɪ

The TVO iT high aOd I aN NeMUiOg aOd haWe fiMMed haMf a CPLe bPUUMe XiUh daSL-ZeMMPX QiTT aOd Xe aSeɪ
OPU eWeO a UhiSd Pf Uhe XaZ UheSe. FVcL UhiT cPMPOeM aOd XhPeWeS UPMd hiN UhiT XaT a gPPd idea. Weɪ
aSe aMM gPiOg UP geU fVcLiOg iced PVU heSe, aOd becaVTe UheSe aSe jVTU TP fVcLiOg NaOZ Pf VT aOd XeǠSeɪ
TP cMPTe, UPP cMPTe, NZ bSaLeT aSe TP OPU haQQZ XiUh Ne SighU OPX, UhPTe fSeaLZ Eddie-MVOTUeSɪ
MPSUVaSZ AffaiST UZQeT aSe gPiOg UP TQeOd abTPMVUeMZ fPSeWeS QVMMiOg VT aQaSU aOd aU Uhe eOd Pf iU aMMɪ
UheZǠMM jVTU eOd VQ XiUh QiMeT aOd QiMeT Pf QieceT aOd SeaMMZ, TPNePOe ThPVMd jVTU UeMM UheN UhaU OP POeɪ
SeaMMZ caSeT UhaU Uhe cPSSecU LOee iT XiUh Uhe cPSSecU eMbPX becaVTe ZPVǠSe fVcLiOg dead aOd ZPVǠSeɪ
baTicaMMZ jVTU NacaSPOi iO bMPPd TaVce aU UhaU QPiOU.ɪɪ
ɪ
We aSe gPiOg aU a cSaXM aOd I aN geUUiOg jVNQZ aOd XPOdeSiOg XhZ Uhe fVcL Xe cPVMdOǠU jVTUɪ
aiSdSPQ UheTe baMMPUT, MiLe QaQeS Uhe XhPMe daNO UPXO, a baMMPU fPS ZPV, a baMMPU fPS YOU,ɪ
OQSah-TUZMe, eWeSZbPdZ geUT a baMMPU! DeNPcSacZ fPS aMM! I NeaO XhP SeaMMZ caSeT XhP UheZ WPUe fPS,ɪ
iUǠT gPOOa geU cPPLed aOZXaZ, OPOe Pf VT aSe UhaU TUVQid, Xe Tee hPX UheZ dP UhiOgT aSPVOd heSe.ɪɪ
ɪɪ

*ɪ
ɪ



If I SaO UhiT XaS, I UhiOL XhiMe idMiOg Uhe eOgiOe aOd USZiOg OPU UP UhiOL abPVU Uhe 18 NiMMiPO TOiQeSTɪ
USaiOiOg UheiS TighUT PO aMM Pf VT SighU Uhe fVcL OPX, I XPVMd dP UhiOgT diffeSeOUMZ. I XPVMd giWe eWeSZɪ
XPNaO aO AK-47. ThaU XPVMd TPMWe TP NaOZ Pf PVS QSPbMeNT iO Mife.ɪ
ɪ
DPOǠU MiLe ZPVS diOOeS? FiOe, TXeeUie, eaU TPNe Mead.ɪɪ
ɪ
CheaU PO Ne XiUh ANbeS fSPN XPSL?​ ​BPPN, NPUheSfVcLeS.ɪɪ
ɪ
DPOǠU XaOU UP MPPL aU Ne XhiMe Xe fVcL?ɪɪ
ɪ
WeMM, acUVaMMZ, UhaU MaTU POe iT faiS.ɪɪ
ɪ

*ɪ
ɪ

A XPNaO cPNeT PVU Pf heS hPVTe iO UhaU bMacL biMMPXZ gPXO MiLe TheǠT aMM Jihad BaUgiSM aOd iT XaWiOgɪ
aU VT, aOd IǠN MiLe, MadZ, XhZ XPVMd ZPV be PVUTide if ZPV haWe UP PO a daZ MiLe UhiT, gP iOTide, MeaWeɪ
VT UP PVS NiTeSZ Pf XiOOiOg ZPVS HeaSUT aOd MiOdT.ɪ ɪ
ɪ
BVU I TNiMe aOd XaWe, becaVTe Uhe cPMPOeM UPMd Ne UP.ɪɪ
ɪ
SheǠT TVSQSiTed UP Tee Ne, Xhich iT faiS TiOce Xe NaiOMZ dSiWe aU OighU, TP TeeiOg a chicL behiOd Uheɪ
XheeM Pf a big-aTT USVcL XPVMd be a TighU UP Tee if ZPV MiWed iO Uhe 11Uh ceOUVSZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
WeǠSe VOdeS TUSicU iOTUSVcUiPOT OPU UP aMighU fSPN PVS WehicMeT bVU a SPVOd MiUUMe UeSQ USPUT PWeS fSPNɪ
POe Pf Uhe HVNWeeT aOd UaMLT UP heS. SheǠT XaWiOg heS aSNT, QPiOUiOg aU VT, PVS MPOg MiOe Pfɪ
dVNbaTTeT, UheO QPiOUiOg bacL aU heS hPVTe, ZeMMiOg aMNPTU.ɪɪ
ɪ
The UeSQ OPdT gSaWeMZ, USPUT bacL UP hiT WehicMe. OWeS Uhe SadiP UheZ eYQMaiO. A feNaMe iO Uhe hPNe iTɪ
iO MabPS aOd XeǠSe bMPcLiOg Uhe daNO SPad becaVTe Pf cPVSTe Xe aSe, cSaXMiOg aMPOg.ɪɪ
ɪ
Medic, UheZ TaZ, Nedic.ɪɪ
ɪ
I feeM TPSSZ fPS heS. I had bPUh Pf NiOe aU QSPQeS hPTQiUaMT, Xhich aSe OPOeYiTUeOU heSe. ChaOceT aSe,ɪ
if The cPVMd eWeO NaLe iU UP POe Pf Uhe bPNbed-PVU, SPach-iOfeTUed ThiUhPMeT UhaU caMMT iUTeMf aɪ
hPTQiUaM, TheǠd haWe UP TRVaU PO Uhe fMPPS aOd QVTh Uhe UhiOg PVU Pf heS cPPch XiUhPVU aOZ heMQ PSɪ
eWeO dSVgT. SVcLT UP be ISaRi, VOaSNed, aOd feNaMe.ɪ ɪ
ɪɪ

*ɪ
ɪ

A Nedic SVOT PWeS. The XPNaO iT hZTUeSicaM, XaWiOg heS aSNT, MPPLT MiLe TheǠT abPVU UP UaLe fMighU.ɪ
ShaLeT heS head WiPMeOUMZ. The UeSQ aSgVeT XiUh heS, ThaLeT hiT head, OP, OP OP OP, QPiOUT aU Uheɪ
Nedic, XhP MPXeST hiT head MiLe a Lid caVghU iO Uhe NiddMe Pf hiT QaSeOUTǠ fighU.ɪɪ
ɪ
The XPNaO QPiOUT aU Ne aOd I Tee heS fVMM face. She MPPLT cSa[ed, fSaOUic.ɪɪ
ɪ
The Nedic cPNeT UP NZ XiOdPX.ɪɪ
ɪ
Hi, he TaZT.ɪɪ



ɪ
Hi, I TaZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
DǠANaUP, iT iU, Uhe Nedic TaZT. He QPiOUT UP hiT cheTU. RODRIGUEZ, iU TaZT.ɪɪ
ɪ
I feeM MiLe UhiT iT a XeiSd UiNe UP be NaLiOg iOUSPdVcUiPOT.ɪɪ
ɪ
The SadiP, he TaZT.ɪɪ
ɪ
I QaTT hiN Uhe SadiP.ɪɪ
ɪ
He eYQMaiOT Uhe TiUVaUiPO.ɪɪ
ɪ
The cPMPOeM cPNeT bacL PO Uhe SadiP aOd, iOTUead Pf TVggeTUiOg UhaU Xe caMM iO aiS TVQQPSU, geU Uheɪ
QPPS XPNaO VQ PO Uhe SPPf aOd aiSMifU heS UP aO acUVaM heaMUh faciMiUZ XiUh QSPQeS dPcUPST aOd ThiU,ɪ
UeMMT Ne UP QVMM PWeS. The cPOWPZ XiMM cPOUiOVe iUT TOaLiOg QaUh UP Uhe deQPU. BVU I XiMM TUaZ, XiUh aɪ
USVcLfVM Pf NeaOiOgMeTT baMMPUT aOd XiUh RPdSigVe[ heSe aOd B-TRVad fSPN CPNQaOZ WhaUeWeSɪ
fSPN Uhe ThiU-fPS-MVcL bPZT Pf 3Sd CaW., aOd I XiMM SeQSeTeOU Uhe UOiUed SUaUeT Pf ANeSica bZ TUicLiOgɪ
NZ fiOgeST, haOdT, eMbPXT, XhaUeWeS I haWe UP, iOUP UhiT QPPS XPNaOǠT Wag, QVMMiOg PVU a babZ aOdɪ
hPQiOg The OaNeT iU GePSge WaThiOgUPO BVTh AM-ALbaS HVTTeiO PS XhaUeWeS.ɪɪ
ɪ
HeaSUT aOd NiOdT, Uhe cPMPOeM TaZT UP Ne PWeS Uhe SadiP. HPPah.ɪɪ
ɪ
RPgeS UhaU, TiS, I TaZ.ɪɪ
ɪ ɪ

*ɪ
ɪ

OLaZ, RPdSigVe[ TaZT iO XhaU I iNagiOe he iNagiOeT iT hiT beTU babZ-deMiWeSiOg WPice, aT Xe MPPL aUɪ
Uhe TRVaU, TRVaSe, NVTUaSd-cPMPSed hPVTe, XeǠSe gPOOa dP UhiT UPgeUheS. IǠMM be ZPVS bSaiO, ZPV be NZɪ
haOdT. EaTZ dPeT iU, XeǠMM be fiOe.ɪ
ɪ
He TeeNT Oice. PSeUUZ eZeT, MPOg MaTheT. SaNe SaOL aT Ne. KOPXT hiT XaZ aSPVOd a cPPch.ɪ ɪ
ɪ
RPgeS UhaU, I TaZ, eWeO UhPVgh UhaU TPVOdT MiLe a dVNb-ThiU idea bVU XhaU chPice dP Xe SeaMMZ haWe.ɪ
The XPNaO iT QVMMiOg aU NZ eMbPX aOd I fMiOch becaVTe UhaU haOd iT PO Uhe USiggeS Pf NZ SifMe aOdɪ
IǠWe UVSOed Pff Uhe TafeUZ jVTU iO caTe becaVTe UhiT iT aMM a dVNb fVcLiOg idea aOd if a XPNaO XeSe iOɪ
chaSge OPOe Pf UhiT XPVMd eWeS, eWeS fVcLiOg haQQeO. I XPOdeS XhaU QSPQeS NV[[Me aXaSeOeTT iTɪ
XheO ZPVS haOd iT VQ TPNePOeǠT Wag. DeWiO aOd I haWe OeWeS dPOe UhaU bVU a MPU Pf QePQMe geU Pffɪ
PO UhaU ThiU, NiYiOg Uhe fiSeaSNT XiUh Uhe fVcLiOg. IU PccVST UP Ne Xe ThPVMd USZ.ɪ
ɪ
The XPNaO NeeUT NZ eZeT agaiO aOd I XPOdeS if The LOPXT I aN UhiOLiOg, aU UhiT WeSZ NPNeOU,ɪ
abPVU fVcLiOg.ɪɪ
ɪ
IOTUead The MPPLT aU Ne, caMN aMM Pf a TVddeO. ReacheT PVU a haOd, aT if UP bSiOg Ne aMPOg. I OPUiceɪ
heS fiOgeSOaiMT aSe VOeWeOMZ TUaiOed, fSPN ZeMMPX UP Sed UP deeQ bSPXO. ThPTe OaiMT. IǠN MPPLiOg aUɪ
UheN XheO TVddeOMZ The TRVee[eT heS haOd iOUP a fiTU. TheO The TNiMeT aOd I feeM NZ iOTideT TcSVOchɪ
VQ agaiOTU each PUheS, LidOeZT aOd MVOgT aOd heaSU iO a MiUUMe bag Pf TLiO.ɪ
ɪ



AMMah ALbaS, The ZeMMT, aOd eWeSZUhiOg gPeT bSighU.ɪ
ɪ
I Tee JaZdeO aOd hiT TUVQid TQagheUUi PcUPQVTeT, fMaiMiOg, aMM eighU MegT TQaSLMiOg XiUh fiSe, befPSe NZɪ
eZeT. HPX I XPVMd NaLe UheN, PS aOZ TUVQid fVcLiOg UhiOg he XaOUT UP eaU, if I cPVMd jVTU hPMd hiNɪ
iO NZ aSNT agaiO. I Tee ChMPe daOciOg iO UhaU TUSaOge TMPX-NPUiPO XaZ The dPeT, MiLe TheǠTɪ
VOdeSXaUeS aOd TiOLiOg, dSifUiOg aXaZ iO Uhe VOdeScVSSeOU, aOd I XaOU UP QVMM heS bacL UP Ne, TNeMMɪ
heS haiS, cVQ NZ haOdT PWeS heS SPVOd MiUUMe bVUU, heS TNPPUh bacL, heS dPXOZ cheeLT. I Tee MPNɪ
TNiMiOg, hPMdiOg heS haOdT VQ, MiLe, XhaU caO ZPV dP, aOd I feeM a UXiOge Pf gViMU fPS beiOg TVch aɪ
ThiUUZ UeeOageS aOd aMM Uhe PUheS TUVff. AOd, aT UhiOgT geU fV[[Z aOd I feeM NZ PSgaOT TNaThiOg agaiOTUɪ
each PUheS iO a XaZ I didOǠU UhiOL UheZ cPVMd eWeO dP, fi[[iOg MiLe PPQ RPcLT, I Tee fVcLiOg DeWiOɪ
cMPTiOg hiT eZeT aOd SPMMiOg hiT eZebaMMT bacL aT if heǠT gPiOg UP eYQMPde, SighU UheSe, aT he fVcLT Neɪ
fSPN behiOd. RPdSigVe[Ǡ face iT fSP[eO iO a TNiMe aT Xe MPPL aU each PUheS MiLe, SeSiPVTMZ?ɪ
ɪ
AOd, I UhiOL, XeMM, aU MeaTU I XPOǠU haWe UP geU NZ Wag XaYed eWeS agaiO. ShiU fVcLiOg ​hurts.ɫɫ
ɫ ɪ



ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
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ViTVaM ASUTɪ
ɪ

ɪ ɪ



INTERVIEW WITH HUMAIRA ABID, ARTISTɪ
ɪ
HVNaiSa Abid gaUheST PSdiOaSZ PbjecUT fSPN eWeSZdaZ Mife aOd USaOTfPSNT UheN iOUP TPNeUhiOgɪ
eYUSaPSdiOaSZ.ɪHeS UVSOed aOd caSWed XPPd TcVMQUVSe aOd QaiOUiOgTǜLOPXO fPS UheiS eYRViTiUeɪ
deUaiMǜdeQicUɪhVNaO SeMaUiPOThiQT, TPcieUaM SeQSeTTiPO, aOd Uhe cPOTeRVeOceT Pf LeeQiOg baTic USVUhTɪ
fSPN beiOg diTcVTTed aOd ThaSed. She XaT bPSO aOd SaiTed iO LahPSe, PaLiTUaO. She iNNigSaUed UP Uheɪ
UOiUed SUaUeT iO 2008 aOd OPX MiWeT aOd XPSLT iO SeaUUMe, WA.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ ɪ



INTERVIEW WITH HUMAIRA ABID, ARTISTɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
YPV gSeX VQ iO LahPSe, PaLiTUaO, aOd TUVdied aU Uhe QSeTUigiPVT NaUiPOaM CPMMege Pf ASUT. YPVǠWeɪ
UaMLed befPSe abPVU TUVdZiOg TcVMQUVSe aOd SeaMi[iOg eaSMZ PO UhaU UheSe XeSe WeSZ feX XPNeOɪ

eYQMPSiOg XPPdXPSL, aOd hPX UhaU iOTQiSed ZPV UPɪ
NPWe iOUP Uhe fieMd. HPX did UhaU XPSL?ɪɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
AcUVaMMZ, XheO I XeOU UP high TchPPM, I LOeX I XPVMdɪ
UaLe FiOe ASUT aT NZ NajPS bVU XaT OPU TVSe XhaU NZɪ
NaiO NediVN XPVMd be. AMM Uheɪ
deQaSUNeOUTǜASchiUecUVSe, DeTigO, aOd FiOeɪ
ASUTǜUheTe aSe aMM UPgeUheS iO Uhe fPVOdaUiPO ZeaS.ɪ
OOce a XeeL Xe had TcVMQUVSe cMaTT, aOd iU XaT POeɪ
Pf Uhe cMaTTeT eWeSZbPdZ XaT TcaSed Pf.ɪɪ
IO TecPOd ZeaS, Xe aMM decided PO PVS PXOɪ

deQaSUNeOUT aOd I XaT iO Uhe FiOe ASUT deQaSUNeOU. We MeaSOed NPSe abPVU Uhe TQecific NediVNTɪ
UheO, MiLe QaiOUiOg, QSiOUNaLiOg, TcVMQUVSe, aOd NiOiaUVSe QaiOUiOg. IO Uhe UhiSd aOd fPVSUh ZeaS, Uheɪ
fiOaM UXP ZeaST, Xe had UP decide XhaU PVS NajPS XPVMd be. I XaT dPiOg SeaMMZ XeMM iO aMM TVbjecUT.ɪ
ScVMQUVSe XaT Uhe POMZ POe UhaU NZ UeacheS didOǠU aTL Ne UP UaLe aT a NajPS. AOd I TUaSUed OPUiciOgɪ
UheSe aSe OPU NaOZ XPNeO XPSLiOg iO 3D NediVNT, eTQeciaMMZ XPPd. TheSe XeSe POMZ a feXɪ
TcVMQUPST, aOd UheZ XeSe NeO. I feMU UheSe XaT a MacL Pf XPNeOǠT WPiceT iO XPPd.ɪɪ
I XaT WeSZ iOUeSeTUed iO UhiT NediVN, aMPOg XiUh NiOiaUVSe QaiOUiOg. MiOiaUVSe QaiOUiOg TUaSUed aTɪ
bPPL iMMVTUSaUiPO aOd XaT NPTUMZ cPOTideSed a NediVN Pf cSafU PS deTigO. I UhPVghU UhaU I cPVMd dPɪ
TPNeUhiOg diffeSeOU, OeX, QVTh Uhe bPVOdaSieT, bSiOg a XPNaOǠT QPiOU Pf WieX. I aMTP UPPL iU aT aɪ
chaMMeOge. I Taid, ǣEWeSZbPdZǠT XaSOiOg Ne, I haWe UP Tee XhaUǠT TP UPVgh abPVU iU.Ǥ ThiT iT POe Pfɪ
NZ RVaMiUieT. If QePQMe XaSO Ne OPU UP USZ TPNeUhiOg, I dP iU, UP ThPX UheN UhaU I caO.ɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
IT UheSe a NediVN ZPV haWeOǠU SeaMMZ TQeOU aɪ
MPU Pf UiNe XiUh, QeShaQT MiLe a chaMMeOgeɪ
XaiUiOg?ɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
TheSe aSe NaOZ NediVNT I USied, aOd UheZɪ
jVTU didOǠU TQeaL UP Ne. OOe NediVN Iɪ
dPOǠU XPSL XiUh, fPS eYaNQMe, iT TUPOe. Iɪ
haWe OeWeS feMU UhaU IǠN OPU QicLiOg VQ aɪ
NediVN becaVTe iU iT a chaMMeOge. I haWeɪ
cPNbiOed NaOZ NediVNT XiUh XPPd iO NZɪ
iOTUaMMaUiPO-baTed XPSL. I jVTU dPOǠU XPSL iOɪ
TPNe NediVNT aT NVch becaVTe UheZ dPOǠUɪ
TQeaL UP Ne MiLe XPPd dPeT. BVU I aN PQeOɪ
UP eYQMPSiOg OeX NediVNT Xhich I feeM XiMMɪ
add UP NZ XPSL aOd eYQSeTTiPO, cPOWeZiOg Uhe NeTTage TVcceTTfVMMZ.ɪɪ



CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
YPV aSe aO iOTUSVcUPS aOd NeOUPS fPS TeWeSaM iOTUiUVUiPOT aOd NaOZ aSUiTUT. WhaU dP ZPV UeMM TUVdeOUTɪ
abPVU MiTUeOiOg? WhaU dPeT iU TPVOd MiLe XheO aSU TQeaLT UP ZPV?ɪɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
OfUeO TUVdeOUT aOd VQcPNiOg aSUiTUTǜTPNeUiNeT eWeOɪ
acUPSTǜaTL Ne UhiT RVeTUiPO. I dP POMiOe NeOUPSiOgɪ
aOd I Ueach aU iOTUiUVUiPOT, aOd UhiT iT POe Pf Uheɪ
RVeTUiPOT IǠN PfUeO aTLed. I UPUaMMZ beMieWe UhaUɪ
XhaUeWeS cPNeT fSPN ZPVS heaSU UhaU ZPV feeMɪ
QaTTiPOaUe abPVU, UhaUǠT XhaU ZPV ThPVMd QVSTVe. AOdɪ
OP NaUUeS XhaU LiOd Pf NediVN iU iT, ZPV caO NaLe iUɪ
XPSL. I UPUaMMZ, UPUaMMZ beMieWe UhaU. I dPOǠU UhiOL aOZPOeɪ
ThPVMd be TcaSed. IUǠT PLaZ UP beMieWe if iU TQeaLT UP ZPV.ɪɪ
I NeaO, I TUiMM geU TcaSed. WheOeWeS I TUaSU a OeX Qiece,ɪ
UheSe iT a UiNe XheO I RVeTUiPO iU. I aTL, ​am I going in theɫ
right direction?​ IU haQQeOT UP eWeSZPOe. NP NaUUeS hPXɪ
eYQeSieOced ZPV aSe iO ceSUaiO NediVNT, ZPVǠMM TUiMM aTLɪ
RVeTUiPOT. I TPNeUiNeT chaOge NZ QieceT iO Uhe NiddMeɪ
Pf Uhe QSPceTT. EWeSZPOe ThPVMd be fMeYibMe [XheO] Uheɪ
NediVN TQeaLT. ThaUǠT XhaU I eOjPZ NPTUǜTPNeUiNeTɪ
I TUaSU a Qiece XiUh a diffeSeOU QPiOU Pf WieX, aOd iUɪ
chaOgeT dVSiOg Uhe QSPceTT. IU NaLeT Ne eWeO NPSeɪ
eYciUed abPVU iU.ɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
YPV gSeX VQ iO TQaceT XheSe diTcVTTiOg USaVNa aOd QeSTPOaM TUSVggMe XaT diTcPVSaged. CaO ZPV UeMMɪ
VT abPVU UhaU UiNe iO ZPVS Mife?ɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
IO PaLiTUaO, TPcieUZ iT geOeSaMMZ cMPTed.ɪ
TaMLiOg abPVU NaOZ TVbjecUT, eTQeciaMMZɪ
SeMaUed UP XPNeOǠT iTTVeTǜQeSiPdT,ɪ
QVbeSUZ, TeY, eWeO SeMaUiPOThiQT,ɪ
NiTcaSSiageT, UhiOgT Xhich aSe TP cPNNPOɪ
aOd OaUVSaM aSe UabPP. NPU NaOZ QePQMe UaMLɪ
abPVU iU. TheSe aSe NaOZ UhiOgT Xhich aSeɪ
diTUVSbiOg, eTQeciaMMZ cPOceSOiOg XPNeO.ɪ
FPS eYaNQMe, Uhe Uea ceSeNPOZ aU Uhe UiNeɪ
Pf NaUchNaLiOg. ​ThiT iT a USadiUiPO XheSe aɪ
bPZǠT faNiMZ cPNeT UP Tee a giSM aU heS hPVTeɪ
(UP aSSaOge a NaSSiage); The bSiOgT Uea aOd iTɪ
QSeTeOUed aOd MPPLed VQPO aT aO PbjecU.ɪMZɪ
iOTUaMMaUiPO ǟTea CeSeNPOZ: PSPQPTaMɪ
PaSadeǠ SefMecUT PO UhaU aOd iU iT aMTP aOɪ
aUUeNQU UP SaiTe Uhe iTTVe Pf ǟdPXSZ deNaOdǠ, Xhich iT cPOTideSed OPSNaM. WheO a giSM dPeTOǠU bSiOgɪ



eOPVgh dPXSZ, iU caO SeTVMU iO badɪ
USeaUNeOU fPS heS, PS eWeO diWPSce.ɪ​TheTeɪ
USadiUiPOT aSe TUiMM haQQeOiOg. I NeaO,ɪ
NaOZ NaSSiageT aSe aSSaOged bZ UXPɪ
faNiMieT. AOd NaOZ giSMT gP UhSPVgh Uheɪ
QSPceTT Pf bSiOgiOg Uea, TeSWiOg QePQMe,ɪ
beiOg jVdgedǜUheZ aSe QSeTeOUed aT aOɪ
PbjecU, aOd OPbPdZǠT UaMLiOg abPVU UhiT. Iɪ
dPO'U LOPX XhZ.ɪ
I gSeX VQ iO a TPcieUZ XheSe I XiUOeTTedɪ
TVch TiUVaUiPOT PO daiMZ baTiT, aOd iUɪ
fSVTUSaUed Ne. I dPOǠU LOPX XhZ IǠN UhiTɪ
XaZ. IU bPUheSed Ne. WheO I XaT iO aSUɪ
TchPPM, UhaU iT XhaU I XaOUed UP highMighUɪ
iO NZ XPSL becaVTe I UhPVghU, ​not manyɫ
people are talking about this. I need to talkɫ

about it​.ɪɪ
TheO I NPWed UP Uhe U.S. aOd I had NVMUiQMe NiTcaSSiageT, aOd OPbPdZ XaT UaMLiOg abPVU UhaU eiUheS.ɪ
EWeO NZ cMPTe fSieOdT XhP NiTcaSSied XPVMdOǠU UaML UP Ne abPVU iU. I SeNeNbeS POce I aTLed aɪ
fSieOd XhZ. She Taid Uhe SeaTPO iT becaVTe XPNeO PfUeO eOd VQ geUUiOg Uhe bMaNe, TP UheZ TUPQɪ
bSiOgiOg iU VQ. TheZ USZ UP hide. I dPOǠU UhiOL UhiT heMQT aOZPOe.ɪ
ThaU gaWe Ne a SeaTPO UP UaML abPVU iU, aOd I did a XhPMe TeSieT PO NiTcaSSiageT aOd feSUiMiUZ iTTVeT.ɪ
SPNe XPNeO caNe UP Uhe ThPX aOd TUaSUed cSZiOg, aOd iU becaNe a WeSZ eNPUiPOaM eYQeSieOce fPSɪ
Ne. AOd I UhiOL aU UhaU UiNe I Taid, ​this is exactly what I want to be doing​. ThaU gaWe Ne a cMeaS TeOTe Pfɪ
diSecUiPO. I NeaO, I LOeX iU aMSeadZ, bVU UhaU XaT Uhe NPNeOU Pf SeaMi[aUiPO.ɪɪ
ASU haT Uhe QPXeS UP UPVch QePQMe aOd aSUiTUT haWe a SeTQPOTibiMiUZ UP edVcaUe TPcieUZ, aOd PQeOɪ
diTcVTTiPOT, Xhich I beMieWe iT a TUeQ UPXaSdT SeaMi[aUiPO aOd chaOge.ɪɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
DP QePQMe XhP SeTQPOd iOUeOTeMZ UP ZPVS XPSLɪ
cPNe bacL aOd ThaSe UhaU eYQeSieOce XiUh ZPV?ɪ
ɪ
HVNaJSa:ɫ
TheZ dP, aOd IǠN gSaUefVM fPS UhaU becaVTeɪ
eWeSZ UiNe iU haQQeOT, iU giWeT Ne NPSeɪ
TUSeOgUh aOd deUeSNiOaUiPO UP cPOUiOVe UP dPɪ
NZ XPSL. A cPVQMe Pf ZeaST agP I had cSeaUed aɪ
Qiece ǟMZ ShaNeǠ fPS a ThPX. IU XaT a WeSZɪ
QSeUUZ XPPd caSWed chaiS Xhich XaT UheO giMdedɪ
XiUh 24L gPMd. AOd UheO Uhe cVThiPO QaSU Pf iU,ɪ
Xhich iT bMeached QiOe XPPd, haT a Sed TUaiO POɪ
iU. SP iUǠT MiLe a XPNaO XaT TiUUiOg UheSe aOd MefU Uhe NeOTUSVaM TUaiO PO iU. I aMTP caSWed a QaiS Pfɪ
VOdeSXeaS XiUh a NeOTUSVaM TUaiO PO iU iO Uhe TaNe TeSieT.ɪɪ
ɪ
A fSieOd Pf NiOe XSPUe UP Ne aOd Taid The had cPNe UP Tee NZ ThPX XiUh heS NPUheS. She Taid,ɪ
ǣ​AfUeS ZPVS UaML, aT Xe XeSe NPWiOg UPXaSdT Uhe gaMMeSZ TQace, NZ NPUheS UPMd Ne UhaU The PfUeOɪ



SegSeUUed hPX The had USeaUed Ne XheO I begaO NeOTUSVaUiOg. She Taid The didOǠU LOPX XhZ bVU Theɪ
had feMU aOgSZ aOd XaT SPVgh XiUh Ne. FPS a MPOg UiNe, I acceQUed UhaU The did Uhe beTU The cPVMd,ɪ
bVU a heaMiOg did UaLe QMace fPS bPUh Pf VT [XheO] The XaT abMe UP WeSbaMi[e UhiT TPSSPX. I SeaMMZɪ
dPVbU UhaU UheTe XPSdT cPVMd haWe cPNe PVU if Xe hadOǠU eYQeSieOced ZPVS ThPX UPgeUheS.Ǥɪ

ɪ
MZ fSieOd Taid UhiT iT POe Pf Uhe TUSPOgeTUɪ
NPNeOUT iO UheiS MiWeT, UP MeU gP Pf XhaU UheZɪ
haWe beeO hPMdiOg fPS TP NaOZ ZeaST. AOd NZɪ
XPSL gaWe UheN UhaU PQQPSUVOiUZ UP PQeO VQ. Iɪ
feeM gSaUefVM UhaU IǠN abMe UP dP TPNeUhiOgɪ
Xhich iT affecUiOg QePQMe aOd giWiOg UheN UhiTɪ
cPVSage.ɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
I caO Tee hPX UhaU TUSeOgUheOT ZPVSɪ
cPNNiUNeOU UP ZPVS aSU.ɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
Yeah.ɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
IT UheSe a QaSUicVMaS aSUiTU XhPǠT iOTQiSed ZPVS XPSL?ɪɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
PePQMe XhP haWe giWeO Ne iOTQiSaUiPO, OPU SeaMMZ XPSLiOg iO a TiNiMaS NediVN, bVU NaZbe Uhe aSUiTUɪ
XhP iO UheiS PXO NediVN QVThed UhSPVgh QePQMeǠT eYQecUaUiPOT. FPS eYaNQMe, BSaOcVTi TUaSUedɪ
XPSLiOg PO cPOUeNQPSaSZ-TUZMe TcVMQUVSe XheO a MPU Pf QePQMe XeSe dPiOg SeaMiTUic TcVMQUVSe. LPViTeɪ
BPVSgePiT XaT TP ahead Pf heS UiNe, VTiOg TZNbPMiTN iO heS XPSL UhaU OPbPdZ aU UhaU UiNe XaTɪ
SeaMMZ dPiOg. YPV LOPX, QePQMe XhP UhiOL ahead Pf UheiS UiNe, QePQMe XhP QVTh Uhe bPVOdaSieT Pfɪ
NediVNT. I feeM cPOOecUed XiUh a MPU Pf aSUiTUT XhP aSe dPiOg UhiT, OPU jVTU POe aSUiTU, POe TUZMe.ɪɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
YPVS XPSL iO ​Searching for Home​, TQecificaMMZ,ɪ
aOd ZPVS SeceOU QSPjecUT, bSiOg iNNigSaOUT aOdɪ
SefVgeeT UP Uhe fPSefSPOU Pf cPOWeSTaUiPOTɪ
aSPVOd Uhe aSUT. HPX haWe ZPV iOUeSWieXedɪ
iNNigSaOUT fPS UhiT QSPjecU? ASe UheSeɪ
QaSUicVMaS NeNPSieT UhaU iNNediaUeMZ iOTQiSedɪ
ZPVS NediVN?ɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
YeT. I did iOUeSWieX NaOZ NZTeMf, aOd UheOɪ
UheSe XeSe TPNe iOUeSWieXT cPOdVcUed UhSPVghɪ
aOPUheS QeSTPO. IO PaLiTUaO, UheSe XaT a ceOUeSɪ
XheSe UheZ had XPNeO SefVgeeT XhP, TPNe Pfɪ
UheN SaO aXaZ fSPN UheiS hPVTeT, fSPN PSgaOi[aUiPOT PS UheiS PXO faNiMZ NeNbeST. TheSe XaT aOɪ



eYUSa eMeNeOU Pf QSPUecUiPO fPS UheN. I had UP gP UhSPVgh a MPU Pf TecVSiUZ TcSeeOiOgT, aOd I didOǠUɪ
haWe UiNe XheO I XaT iO PaLiTUaO. I had aOPUheS fSieOd XhP aMSeadZ had cSediUT. I gaWe heS a MiTU Pfɪ
NZ RVeTUiPOT aOd The XeOU UheSe aOd aTLed RVeTUiPOT PO NZ behaMf.ɪɪ

I XaT iOUeSeTUed iO aTLiOg RVeTUiPOT OPbPdZɪ
eMTe XaT aTLiOg. TheSe XeSe OPU NaOZ XPNeOɪ
UeMMiOg UheiS Tide Pf Uhe TUPSZ; iU XaT NPTUMZɪ
Uhe NaMe NeNbeS Pf Uhe hPVTe UeMMiOg UheiSɪ
QeSTQecUiWe. FPS eYaNQMe, I cPVMd OeWeS fiOdɪ
aOZ aOTXeS UP, ǣWhaU did [SefVgeeT] dP if UheZɪ
had a NeOTUSVaM cZcMe? If UheZ XeSe QSegOaOU,ɪ
if UheZ had aO iOfaOU?Ǥ TheZ XeSe PO UheiSɪ
PXO. I SeNeNbeS, iO UhaU ceOUeS iO PaLiTUaO,ɪ
Uhe TVQeSWiTPS Taid UheZ SeceiWed TPNeɪ
XPNeO cPWeSed iO bMPPd becaVTe UheZ didOǠUɪ
haWe aOZUhiOg.ɪ
ThiT UPVched Ne PO a deeQeS MeWeM. TheSe XaTɪ
OP RVeTUiPO abPVU caSSZiOg bSeaTU QVNQT PSɪ

UhiOgT Pf QeSTPOaM VTe. OfUeO Uhe NaMe NeNbeS Pf Uhe hPVTe decided XhaU [XPNeO] cPVMd UaLe XiUhɪ
UheN becaVTe Pf Uhe MiNiUaUiPO Pf XhaU cPVMd be caSSied.ɪɪ
AOd UheO I NeU aOPUheS XPNaO heSe iO SeaUUMe XhP iT PSigiOaMMZ fSPN ZaNbia. SVch a TUSPOgɪ
XPNaO. She gPU NaSSied XheO The XaT 14 PS 15, iO OiOUh gSade, aOd he XaT a diQMPNaU QPTUed iO Uheɪ
U.S. MaUeS PO. He QSPNiTed heS faNiMZ he XPVMd XaiU fPS heS UP Seach QVbeSUZ aOd XiMM MeU heSɪ
cPOUiOVe edVcaUiPO. IU XaT hiT TecPOd NaSSiage.ɪ
TheZ gPU NaSSied aOd he aMSeadZ had a Xife iOɪ
Uhe U.S. RighU aXaZ, he did OPU LeeQ hiTɪ
QSPNiTe. She gPU QSegOaOU iO a ZeaS, aOd UheOɪ
The XaT gPiOg UhSPVgh a MPU Pf dPNeTUic abVTe.ɪ
EWeOUVaMMZ, The had UhSee LidT. BecaVTe The XaTɪ
a TUSPOg XPNaO, The XaOUed UP cPOUiOVe heSɪ
edVcaUiPO. HeS hVTbaOd feMU he cPVMdOǠU cPOUSPMɪ
heS Uhe XaZ he XaOUed, TP he UPPL heS QaTTQPSUɪ
aOd bSPVghU Uhe LidT XiUh hiN UP U.S., MeaWiOgɪ
heS behiOd.ɪɪ
ThiT XPNaO, beiOg TP TUSPOg aOd TNaSU, Theɪ
decided Uhe QaTTQPSU XaT abPVU UP eYQiSeɪ
aOZXaZ TP The aQQMied fPS a OeX POe. She gPU aɪ
U.S. WiTa, caNe UP Uhe U.S., NeU heS hVTbaOdǠTɪ
fiSTU Xife (XhP heMQed heS acUVaMMZ) aOd bSPVghUɪ
heS LidT fSPN TheMUeS UP TheMUeS fPS UXP ZeaSTɪ
VOUiM The fPVOd Uhe RefVgee WPNeOǠT AMMiaOceɪ
iO SeaUUMe. TheZ bSPVghU heS UP USaOTiUiPOaMɪ
hPVTiOg, heMQed heS gP UP cPVSU aOd geU cVTUPdZɪ
Pf heS LidT, UheO aQQMZ fPS chiMd TVQQPSU. TheOɪ
The gPU heS SeTideOcZ heSe. WheO I NeU heS, Theɪ
XaT fiOiThiOg heS high TchPPM degSee. She XeOUɪ
UP OVSTiOg TchPPM aOd acUVaMMZ jVTU gSadVaUed.ɪ



ThaUǠT a TUPSZ Pf TUSeOgUh aOd deUeSNiOaUiPO: NPWiOg heSe, UheO NaLiOg heS hPNe agaiO, aOd TheǠTɪ
TP TVcceTTfVM. ThiT iT iNQPSUaOU fPS QePQMe UP Tee; Xe Oeed UP TVQQPSU QePQMe XhP NPWe UP NaLeɪ
UheiS hPNe agaiO.ɪɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
DP ZPV UhiOL cPOdiUiPOT aOd QPMicieT aSeɪ
geUUiOg beUUeS fPS XPNeO fMeeiOg abVTeɪ
aOd XaS?ɪɪ
ɪ
HVNaJSa:ɫ
IUǠT geUUiOg XPSTe. YPV caO Tee Uheɪ
TiUVaUiPO iO MZaONaS, Uhe RPhiOgZaɪ
MVTMiNT. IU jVTU TUaSUed haQQeOiOg iOɪ
ChiOa, iO IOdia. IO JaQaO, I heaS TP NaOZɪ
TUPSieT Pf TUSVggMe aOd abVTe. IO Uhe QaTUɪ

feX ZeaST, iUǠT gPUUeO XPSTe. I XaT hPQiOg UhiOgT XPVMd geU beUUeS, bVU iU iT jVTU TP Tad UP Tee Uheɪ
TiUVaUiPO eTcaMaUiOg aU UhiT UiNe. AOd Uhe U.S. gPWeSONeOU iT OPU heMQiOg Uhe TiUVaUiPO.ɪɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
DP ZPV Tee aSU aT a XaZ UP addSeTT Uhe QaiO caVTed bZ gPWeSONeOUT UVSOiOg aXaZ fSPN QePQMe?ɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
I dP. I SeaMMZ dP. I UhiOL Xe aSUiTUT haWe a SeTQPOTibiMiUZ. I beMieWe iO aSU fPS a caVTe, XiUh a QVSQPTe. IUɪ
NaLeT a diffeSeOce. A MPU Pf QePQMe TUiMM dP OPU VOdeSTUaOd Uhe acUVaM TiUVaUiPO. TheZ dPOǠU SeaMMZɪ
VOdeSTUaOd UheSe aSe SeaTPOT XhZ QePQMe haWe UP NigSaUe.ɪ
OOe Pf Uhe giSMT I QaiOUed, a ZPVOg giSM XiUh a bSPLeO ThPVMdeS, UheO PUheS giSMTǩ aMM UheZ UaML abPVUɪ
iT hPNe. TheZ had UP MeaWe, aOd UheZ XaOU UP gP bacL. EWeO if UheSe iT XaS. IUǠT OPU eaTZ fPS QePQMeɪ
UP MeaWe UheiS hPNe aOd eWeSZUhiOg behiOd. IO NaOZ TiUVaUiPOT, XPNeO dPOǠU haWe a chPice. If UheZɪ
NPWe aOd gP UP a OeX cPVOUSZ, aMM UheZ Oeed iT TPNe TVQQPSU, eNQaUhZǜQePQMe XhP VOdeSTUaOdɪ
UheiS TiUVaUiPO aOd NaLe iU eaTieS fPS UheN. NPU NPSe difficVMU. NPU UeMMiOg UheN, ǣGP bacL UP ZPVSɪ
hPNe.Ǥ BVU TaZiOg, ǣWeMcPNe. YPV caO NaLe ZPVS hPNe heSe aMTP.Ǥɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
HPX haT ZPVS TeOTe Pf hPNe chaOged PS deWeMPQed XhiMe MiWiOg iO PaLiTUaO aOd SeaUUMe?ɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
MZ QaSeOUT XeSe SefVgeeT. WheO UheZ XeSe LidT, UheZ NPWed fSPN IOdia UP PaLiTUaO aU Uhe UiNe Pfɪ
QaSUiUiPO. WheO I XaT gSPXiOg VQ, I TaX a MPU Pf SefVgeeT aSPVOd Ne becaVTe PaLiTUaO XaT iO Uhe UPQɪ
fiWe cPVOUSieT UaLiOg Uhe NaYiNVN OVNbeS Pf SefVgeeT, NPTUMZ fSPN AfghaOiTUaO aOd TPNe fSPNɪ
PUheS OeighbPSiOg cPVOUSieT.ɪ
I TaX SefVgeeT aSPVOd Ne TUSVggMiOg, USZiOg UP NaLe UheiS hPNe agaiO. TheZ had UP NigSaUe becaVTeɪ
Pf Uhe XaS beUXeeO Uhe U.S. aOd AfghaOiTUaO. A MPU Pf QePQMe XeSe QVThed iOUP PaLiTUaO. I TaX UheNɪ
TUSVggMiOg. AOd UheO I NPWed UP U.S.ǜUhaU XaT NZ chPice. I NeU TPNePOe XhP XaT iO Uhe U.S., TPɪ
UhaU XaT NZ SeaTPO UP NPWe.ɪ



WheO I NPWed heSe, eWeSZ UiNe I XeOU UP PaLiTUaO, a MPU Pf QePQMe XPVMd TaZ, ǣOh, ZPVǠSe gPiOgɪ
hPNe.Ǥ FPS UheN, NZ hPNe XaT XheSe I XaT bPSO. BVU afUeS TP NaOZ ZeaST iO Uhe U.S. I feeM MiLe UhiTɪ
iT NZ hPNe UPP. BVU fPS a MPU Pf QePQMe, NZ hPNe XaT PaLiTUaO. I TUaSUed aTLiOg UhiT RVeTUiPO UPɪ
NZTeMf: XhaU iT hPNe? IT iU a QMace XheSeɪ
ZPV aSe bPSO PS iT iU a QMace ZPV feeM ZPVɪ
beMPOg?ɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
HPNe becPNeT a fMVid cPOceQU.ɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
Yeah. WheO QePQMe XeSe QVThed fSPNɪ
AfghaOiTUaO UP PaLiTUaO, TPNe Pf UheN XeSeɪ
LidT. TheZ gSeX VQ aOd didOǠU SeNeNbeSɪ
aOZUhiOg abPVU AfghaOiTUaO. AOd XheO Uheɪ
TiUVaUiPO iO AfghaOiTUaO becaNe NPSeɪ
TUabMe, [SefVgeeT] XeSe QVThed bacL ​again ​.ɪ
BVU UheZǠd gSPXO VQ iO PaLiTUaO. IǠN OPU debaUiOg UhiT iTTVe, XheUheS iU XaT a gPPd PS bad deciTiPO.ɪ
BVU UheZ XeSe QVThed bacLǜfPScefVMMZ, TPNe Pf UheNǜUP AfghaOiTUaO. SPNe Pf UheN Taid, ǣIɪ
TQeOU NPTU Pf NZ Mife heSe. I dPOǠU eWeO SeNeNbeS AfghaOiTUaO. ThaUǠT OPU hPNe fPS Ne aOZNPSe.Ǥɪ
FPS UheN, AfghaOiTUaO becaNe a fPSeigO cPVOUSZ. AOd UheZ XeSe QVThed bacL. TheZ XeSe fPSced UPɪ
gP bacL.ɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
DP ZPV UhiOL UheSe XiMM eWeS be a UiNe XheO iU iTOǠU a NaUUeS Pf NeO PS gPWeSONeOU ​letting​ XPNeOɪ
aOd faNiMieT be iOdeQeOdeOU, bVU XPNeO aOd faNiMieT chPPTiOg aOd QVSTViOg iOdeQeOdeOce fSeeMZ?ɪ

HVNaJSa:ɫ
IUǠT difficVMU iO TPNe cPVOUSieT. IO cPVOUSieT MiLe AfghaOiTUaO aOd PaLiTUaO, NeO aSe TUiMM NaLiOg NPTUɪ

deciTiPOT fPS XPNeO. BVU ZeT, UheSeɪ
aSe TUSPOg XPNeO. WPNeO XhP SVOɪ
aXaZ fSPN a hVTbaOd PS a faNiMZ PSɪ
aO PSgaOi[aUiPO MiLe Uhe TaMibaO. IOɪ
TiUVaUiPOT XiUh dPNeTUic abVTe,ɪ
gSPVQT aSe heMQiOg XPNeO SeTeUUMe iOɪ
a diffeSeOU cPVOUSZ. YeT, iUǠTɪ
haQQeOiOg. TheSe aSe TUSPOg XPNeO,ɪ
ZeT, bVU TUiMM iU OeedT UP iNQSPWe. IUǠTɪ
difficVMU fPS NaOZ XPNeO TUiMM.ɪ

CPMMaUFSaM:ɫ
CaO ZPV UeMM VT abPVU TPNe Pf ZPVSɪ
VQcPNiOg QSPjecUT?ɪ
ɪ

ɫ



HVNaJSa:ɫ
MZ TPMP ThPX ​Searching for Home ​iT cVSSeOUMZ PO WieX aU Uhe CeOUeS fPS ASU iO WPPd iO PhiMadeMQhiaɪ
VOUiM Uhe eOd Pf JVMZ. The ThPX iT gPiOg UP USaWeM UP PUheS NVTeVNT fPS Uhe OeYU UhSee ZeaST.ɪ
I aN aMTP deWeMPQiOg a OeX bPdZ Pf XPSL fPS aO VQcPNiOg TPMP ThPX aU Uhe GSeg KVceSa GaMMeSZ iOɪ
SeaUUMe. The UiUMe iT ​Sacred Games​ aOd iU iT abPVU UabPPT aOd iTTVeT SeMaUed UP SeMigiPO aOd TPcieUZ.ɪTheɪ
cVTUPNT aOd ceSeNPOieT NaZ be diffeSeOU, bVU WVMOeSabMe QePQMe aSe abVTed aOd NiTUSeaUedɪ
eWeSZXheSe. AMM TPcieUieT haWe eYUSeNiTUT UhaU UXiTU SeMigiPO (PS PUheS TPciaM iOTUiUVUiPOT) aOd VTe iU UPɪ
UheiS PXO beOefiU, UP PQQSeTT XPNeO aOd defeOTeMeTT QePQMe. I aN XPSLiOg PO NaOZ iOTUaMMaUiPOTɪ
cPNbiOiOg TcVMQUVSe aOd QaiOUiOg UP addSeTT UheTe iTTVeT. I deeQMZ beMieWe UhaU a XPSL Pf aSU ThPVMdɪ
haWe a QVSQPTe. AT aO aSUiTU, I haWe a SeTQPOTibiMiUZ UP edVcaUe Uhe TPcieUZ iO Xhich I MiWe, aOd UP be aɪ
WPice. ThiT haT beeO Uhe NaiO QVSQPTe Pf NZ XPSL aOd XiMM aMXaZT be.ɪɪ
ɪ

ɪ
ɪ
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