
3-Jun

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. Passaraporn Phumradi



6/4/2021

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. Duangphorn Van Stri



6/4/2021

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. Rene Leonic



6/4/2021

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. John Berkland



6/4/2021

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. Vanessa Rodrigues



6/4/2021

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. Tina Godlove



6/5/2021

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. Mey Lemba



6/5/2021

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. Sandra Whitley



6/5/2021

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. Wendy Whyko



6/7/2021

Dear Belmont Belmont,

As a local resident, someone who is concerned with wildlife and wilderness 

protection, and a supporter of In Defense of Animals, I am writing to urge you 

to prioritize the protection of wildlife and habitat at Waterdog Lake & Open 

Space in the PROS Master Plan. This must be done by reducing the number of 

trails and keeping mountain bikes on wide fire-road trails only.

Belmont offers many recreational opportunities, but Waterdog is its primary 

natural open space, and only by prioritizing protection over recreation will we 

leave future generations of all species the same beautiful and essential wild 

land we witness today.

While opportunities for outdoor recreation and simply being able to enjoy 

nature are important, with increasingly little habitat in the Bay Area, this open 

space is critical for wildlife, and provides an invaluable and much-needed 

corridor that many species rely on and benefit from.

As a local resident, I value protecting and conserving Waterdog Open Space 

and wildlife habitat. If the current recreational usage of Waterdog continues, it 

will cease to function as a healthy native habitat for wildlife. I am also extremely 

concerned that allowing bikes on narrow trails will continue the damage to 

trails, running over and running out wild animals and habitat destruction.

I sincerely hope you will put conservation first when planning the future of this 

open space, and prioritize the need to keep bikes on fire roads only to protect 

habitat and wildlife.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this urgent matter. Susan Wheaton

6/7/2021

Just wanted to ask if you would be interested in getting external help with 

graphic design? We do all design work like banners, advertisements, photo 

edits, logos, flyers, etc. for a fixed monthly fee. 

We don't charge for each task. What kind of work do you need on a regular 

basis? Let me know and I'll share my portfolio with you. Eric G

5/24/2021

As a Belmont resident for over 47 years, I would like to state my opposition to 

the continuing destruction of the trails in the Water Dog Lake park area. The 

evidence is clear when I visit our beloved open space that mountain bikes are 

the culprit. In addition, mountain bikers seem to have little regard for those who 

are merely using the trails for walking/hiking. As a city, we need to take a stand 

against this destruction done by both citizens and visitors. I have seen this 

abuse first hand and the effects are truly disturbing. Glenn Morgan



3/8/2021

Preserve. Hidden Canyon Open Space is the largest open space in Belmont 

(260 acres) and it is DIFFERENT than “Hidden Canyon undeveloped PARK”, 

both in zoning and in planned uses. John Brooks is the size of Waterdog but is 

a designated Preserve by legal contract, and thus must not be lumped in with 

Waterdog. Please list ALL four Open Space areas (John Brooks Preserve, 

Hidden Canyon, San Juan Canyon, and Waterdog Lake).

Question #9 – Open Space – lists only amenities and programs, and overlooks 

the General Plan Goals for Open Space. These are the only areas in the city 

residents can come to observe wildlife, find tranquility and solitude, smell the 

forest, hear birds and study diverse ecosystems. These diverse ecosystems 

are emphasized in the 2035 General Plan for Open Space and the General 

Plan Conservation Element (attached). Developed parks offer amenities; Open 

Space is intended to preserve areas to appreciate nature for natures’ sake, not 

engage in sporting activities. Suggestions expanding human incursion and 

impact are inconsistent with General Plan Goals and Policies.

Please include the following items in the #9 ratings:

• Protections for endangered species and their habitat

• Programs to conserve native trees and plants, remove invasive plants

• Prevent speeding bikes and fine violators

• Trails reserved for nature study, prohibiting bikes

Please Remove suggestions that increase human impacts such as lighting 

and, wider trails.

Questions #8 and #9 conflate issues. They are supposed to differentiate 

“Recreation Facilities” from “Open Space”. Recreation facilities do not have 

“trail work and restoration”; this item confuses the topic of the question. 

Further, Open Space is not supposed to prioritize amenities – this suggestion 

prejudices the respondent with intent that is NOT supported by General Plan 

Open Space policies. Please delete these words from the questions, to 

maintain focus on the differentiated areas, and avoid respondents conflating 

the topics. Kristin Mercer

3/1/2021

On the belmontprosplan.com page, under the heading, SHOW US HOW YOU 

PLAY, CONNECT AND THRIVE, BELMONT AND WE BUILD OUR 

BACKYARD!, if I read this correctly, it asks to use hashtags to post on social 

media and share with you how we use our parks and open spaces. For those 

of us not on Twitter or Facebook - like me - how do we communicate to you 

what we like doing in our public spaces? Or, if this is just to get pictures to 

post, is there another way you are posting written comments on how we use 

parks in Belmont? Thanks. Ed Mitchell

6/7/2021

Hi PROS folks.

I just ran across this article and wanted to share it with this team because I 

found it really helpful (and challenging!). It provides some important things 

to consider as we discuss Belmont's outdoor spaces and recreation 

programs:

https://www.melaninbasecamp.com/trip-reports/2021/5/20/a-refugees-

guide-towards-a-more-inclusive-outdoors

Enjoy! :) 

Susan Wright

6/7/2021

please keep this area open for bikes. It's accessible and large, there is enough 

room for all outdoor activities. Please continue to allow bikes! Ross Levy



5/31/2021

Dear PROS Advisors, 

I'm glad the committee will be expanding focus on the topics of developed 

parks, seniors and athletic fields. However on the subject of open space, we 

do not need another "focus group" to identify the user's wants, needs and 

values - users have been sharing that for over a year. What is needed for 

Open Space is FACTS and science. The users are not the ones to make policy 

recommendations - that is the job of this committee. And good policy requires 

data, not opinion. Please schedule time for factual presentations on 

conservation best practices, trail standards, natural habitat management and 

stewardship policies of other open space authorities. 

I have submitted a request to present a data analysis of trail policies among all 

of the other open space districts in the San Mateo region. The powerpoint 

presentation takes about 20 minutes, and is necessary to your understanding 

of open space stewardship. Please feel free to contact me if you would like 

more information. 

Kristin Mercer

6/23/2021

When the Master Plan process was getting underway, I compiled a review of 

all open space preserves in the San Mateo Region to better inform the 

Commission on the topic of Open Space Stewardship. 

Management of natural spaces requires very different objectives and 

knowledge than management of developed parks. I believe an awareness of 

stewardship policies and best practices adopted by other open space entities 

will better inform our own stewardship decisions, helping to ensure Belmont’s 

natural spaces remain healthy for future generations. A good starting point is 

this review of all open space areas in the San Mateo region. 

I presented this data to members of the Park Commission in October 2020 and 

June 2021. This PDF is compiled from my original slide presentation. If you 

have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Thank you for your work on behalf of the future of Belmont Parks and Open 

Space.

Kristin Mercer https://mail-

attachment.googleusercontent.com/attachment/u/1/?ui=2&ik=a3167d9d0d&atti

d=0.1&permmsgid=msg- Kristin Mercer



local stewardship of Belmont Creek.” 

How does this staff report statement comport with City failure to protect upper 

Belmont Creek which drains into Waterdog Lake? 

A year ago, I reported to your Parks Commission a half-mile long unauthorized 

trail forged through the sensitive Belmont Creek riparian area. This trail is 

illegal on many levels, and directly damages the creek and water quality as well 

as the surrounding habitat. I shared photo evidence of dumping and erosion 

into the creek, damage to the habitat of endangered species, vandalism of a 

100-year-old 50-foot-tall heritage bay tree, removal of endangered plants, and 

proof that the trail was never approved by the city. 

To date the City has taken no steps to stop the eco-vandalism and illegal use 

of the trail. It is ironic that the City promises to protect and restore Belmont 

Creek, as the City Council intentionally looks the other way while portions of 

the Creek are being destroyed. 

The Belmont Creek riparian trail is: 

Unauthorized and was never approved by any City entity. The Park Director’s 

2012 report stated there were “no new trails planned” after the construction of 

Lake Loop, and none have been approved since then. 

Violates the Open Space Master Plan which specifically identified this marsh Kristin Mercer


