
Locate all 150 geocaches, and their  
secret code words, hidden around  

Aotearoa New Zealand

The Ministry of Education invites you to  
take part in the second Tuia Mātauranga  

GeoTour, Pōkai Whenua.

PASSPORT
Collect SIX limited  

edition Pōkai Whenua 
GeoTour coins to create  

this beautiful image of 

Aotearoa New Zealand  

GeoTour  
Sections:

The great explorer Māui 
used ancestral knowledge 
of stars to navigate his 
way across Te Moananui-
a-Kiwa to Te Ika a Māui, 
the North Island, Te Waka 
a Māui, the South Island 
and Te Punga a Māui, 
Stewart Island.

The badges identify 
critically endangered 
species impacted 
by exploration and 
settlement.

Te Ika a Māui 
The Fish of Māui

Te Waka a Māui 
The Canoe of Māui

Te Punga a Māui 
The Anchor of Māui

TORU

RIMA

WHĀ

RUA

TAHI



Isolated for millions of years, Aotearoa New Zealand developed into  
a beautiful archipelago with beaches, rivers and lakes, mountains  
and plains. Unique animals and plants made this land home.  
A land rich in resources. 

Over the past thousand years fearless human exploration sought 
understanding and knowledge of the new land. With settlement  
came impacts.

Follow in the footsteps of early explorers of Aotearoa taking you to 
places where leaders of the past searched for food, resources and  
ways to adapt and survive. Let Pōkai Whenua become your classroom 
as you explore the stories of the past, in the present, to preserve what  
is unique in Aotearoa New Zealand for the future.  

Start your exploration today!

Collectables & souvenirs

Collect all 150 geocaches to complete the Pōkai Whenua GeoTour and you  
can earn all six limited edition collector coins and 13 collector badges.

Limited edition collector coins:*

	» Locate ALL the caches in a ‘Section’ to receive the collector  
coin for that section. The tour has five sections (tahi, rua, toru,  
whā, and rima) to explore. 

	» The six limited edition collector coins complete a puzzle picture of  
Aotearoa New Zealand. See the following page for more information.

Collector badges:

	» If you locate ALL the caches in an ‘Area’ you will recieve a geotour badge. 
Each area has 11-13 caches to find, except for Stewart Island which has 4. 

Limited editon collector coin holder:* 

	» A limited edition coin holder will be sent out to those that complete the  
full Pōkai Whenua GeoTour to display your collector coins. 

Digital souvenirs: 

	» You will receive a digital souvenir for each GeoTour section you complete.  

How to get your collectables & souvenirs:

1	 Enter all your code words in this passport.  
For the BONUS COIN: Visit Te Punga a Māui (Stewart Island), locate the  
four caches and get your passport STAMPED to record your visit.

2	 Email your completed original passport to tuia@education.govt.nz.   
You can do this for each completed ‘Area’ or ‘Section’. 

3	 Once the code words and stamps are checked and confirmed your special 
Pōkai Whenua GeoTour coin(s) or badge(s) will be posted to your nominated 
New Zealand address. 

* One GeoTour coin/coin set per username and entry. Only 150 sets of coins and coin holders, 
and 100 bonus coins available. There will be a notification on the Geocaching® page and the 
tuiaeducation.org.nz website when collectables are no longer available.  

How to play

Go to our website for more information  
tuiaeducation.org.nz/pokai-whenua

Downloading the App:

	» Go to geocaching.com and sign  
up for a free account.

	» Download the Geocaching® app  
to your smartphone.

	» Search by GeoTour and enter  
the code (below) for the tour 
section you want to explore: 

Using the App & finding caches:

	» Check out the GeoTour map and 
start finding caches in your region. 

	» When you locate a cache write  
the ‘code word’ (attached to the 
cache container) into this passport 
(pages 3-5) next to the cache’s  
GC code number.

	» Put everything back in the cache 
exactly where you found it for the 
next player to find. DO NOT take 
the cache with you.

	» Record your find in the 
Geocaching® app.  
You will receive a smiley face  
marking your find. You will 
automatically receive a digital 
souvenir once you find all the 
caches in a section.
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GT49CTAHI =

GT49DRUA =

GT49ETORU =

GT49FWHĀ =

GT4A0RIMA =

mailto:tuia@education.govt.nz
http://tuiaeducation.org.nz/pokai-whenua
https://coord.info/GT49C
https://coord.info/GT49D
https://coord.info/GT49E
https://coord.info/GT49F
https://coord.info/GT4A0


HELP US by answering some questions about your experience 

What was a hightlight of this GeoTour Section? Username:

I took part with:

	 Adults only 

	 Adults and children (0-18yrs)

	 I give permission to use   
my comments. 

DISCLOSURE: Your comments and answers will only 
be used by the Ministry of Education for uses directly 
related to improving or marketing the Pōkai Whenua 
GeoTour. Your username will not be disclosed. 

What did you learn?

What is an action you might take as a result of participating?

HELP US by answering some questions about your experience 

What was a hightlight of this GeoTour Section? Username:

I took part with:

	 Adults only 

	 Adults and children (0-18yrs)

	 I give permission to use   
my comments. 

DISCLOSURE: Your comments and answers will only 
be used by the Ministry of Education for uses directly 
related to improving or marketing the Pōkai Whenua 
GeoTour. Your username will not be disclosed. 

What did you learn?

What is an action you might take as a result of participating?
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HELP US by answering some questions about your experience 

What was a hightlight of this GeoTour Section?

Username:

I took part with:

	 Adults only 

	 Adults and children (0-18yrs)

	 I give permission to use   
my comments. 

DISCLOSURE: Your comments and answers will 
only be used by the Ministry of Education for 
uses directly related to improving or marketing 
the Pōkai Whenua GeoTour. Your username 
will not be disclosed. 

What did you learn?

What is an action you might take as a result of participating?

HELP US by answering some questions about your experience 

What was a hightlight of this GeoTour Section?

Username:

I took part with:

	 Adults only 

	 Adults and children (0-18yrs)

	 I give permission to use   
my comments. 

DISCLOSURE: Your comments and answers will 
only be used by the Ministry of Education for 
uses directly related to improving or marketing 
the Pōkai Whenua GeoTour. Your username 
will not be disclosed. 

What did you learn?

What is an action you might take as a result of participating?

https://coord.info/GT49E
https://coord.info/GT49F
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FIND THESE  
26 CACHES  
AND GET  
THIS COIN

DIGITAL 
SOUVENIR 
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CACHE # CODE WORD STAMP HERE

GC91FR1

Your geocaching username:

_______________________

 
The date you visited Te Punga  
a Māui/Stewart Island:

_______________________

GC91B3G

GC91B48

GC91B40

Before submitting your Te Punga 
a Māui codes you must fill in your 
details (right) and get it stamped at 
South Seas Hotel (open 6:45am—6pm 
daily) to authenticate your visit.
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Adventure Lab
	» Download the 

Adventure Lab app 
 
 
 

	» Sign in using 
your geocaching 
username and 
password, and it will 
automatically link.

On Te Punga a Māui/Stewart Island
	» When at the bonus cache (GC91FR1) location on  

Te Punga a Māui/Stewart Island, open the Adventure 
Lab app and 10 location pins  will appear.  
You can visit these locations in any order

	» When you get close to a pinned location, you can 
select an ‘answer’ button at the top of the screen  

	» A question will pop up and you will be able to 
answer this using information around you

	» Once correct, you can make your way to the next 
location on the map

	» After visiting all 10 locations, you will complete 
your Adventure Lab mission.

FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ADVENTURE  LAB CACHE 
(GC91FR1) ON TE PUNGA A MĀUI/STEWART ISLAND

HELP US by answering some questions about your experience 

What was a hightlight of this GeoTour Section?
Username:

I took part with:

	 Adults only 

	 Adults and children (0-18yrs)

	 I give permission to use   
my comments. 

DISCLOSURE: Your comments and answers will 
only be used by the Ministry of Education for 
uses directly related to improving or marketing 
the Pōkai Whenua GeoTour. Your username 
will not be disclosed. 

What did you learn?

What is an action you might take as a result of participating?

LET US KNOW. Give feedback about the Pōkai Whenua GeoTour 

https://coord.info/GT4A0
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