
“Interesting, collage-y cinematic art
and a sun-drenched Johannesburg  

revenge aesthetic, make for a compelling
little zombie mining-noir.”

Nikhil Singh, Author of Club Ded (2020) 



In a forgotten time, in the 
desolate town of Abilene, a 
tragic mine collapse leaves 
Finn and his crew trapped, 
awaiting a rescue that may 
never come. Amidst a plague of 
crop-devouring white worms, 
the farmer Jim Fredericks 
frantically prospects his own 
land in an effort to stave off the 
conniving Henry Cheales and 
the expansion of his AngloFields 
mine. As day turns to week, 
hope diminishes for Finn and 
his beloved Belle, whose plans 
to leave Abilene and her father’s 
tyrannical clutches come 
crumbling down along with 
the mine shaft. As the miners 
confront a curse buried deep 
within the earth, and within 
themselves, Jim is forced to test 
the limits of his own morality, 
while Belle yearns to escape a 
life she never asked for. In the 
struggle to survive, their fates 
will entwine, but here on this 
wretched earth, where no man’s 
hands are completely clean, 
survival always comes at a cost...

This is a work of fiction.  
Names, characters, places, and 
incidents either are the product 

of the author’s imagination  
or are used fictitiously.
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Hailing from Johannesburg, Robin 
Scher’s interests range widely from 
politics to pop culture and film. He 

holds a masters in International 
Relations (University of Cape Town) 

and Journalism, specialising in 
Cultural Reporting and Criticism 
(New York University). Wretched 

Earth is a culmination of these various 
pursuits. As co-founder of Phasmid 
Press, Robin is proud to publish this 

first volume of his ambitious broader 
project. And no less on the 60th 

anniversary of its namesake’s release, 
The Wretched of the Earth by the 

legendary Frantz Fanon.



“Zombies, believe me, 
are more terrifying than colonists.”

 
Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (1961)
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