
In the fight for a balanced climate, there are important and significant actions

communities can and must take to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. One of the best

ways to immediately reduce methane, one of the most powerful of greenhouse gases, is

by creating infrastructure to keep organic discards out of the landfill and turn them into

compost. Then, by providing finished compost to residents and local farmers,

communities can increase the ability of healthy soils and plants to pull even more

carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere and store it safely in the soil as carbon where it

belongs — REVERSING climate change. Boulder County recognizes this opportunity and

responsibility, and is taking action and setting a model for others to follow.   

Boulder County is fulfilling a long-standing community need of building a local,

publicly-owned Compost Processing Facility. The facility is critically-needed Zero Waste

infrastructure to support the County Commissioners’ Climate Action strategic priority,

the Zero Waste Action Plan, the Environmental Sustainability Plan, and components of

the Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan.

WHAT’S AT STAKE?

Boulder County is Building a New Compost
Facility and Your Voice is Needed 

The facility pictured above is a new facility in California's Central Valley that uses the same design proposed for
Boulder County. The amount of compost produced and size of the composting pad are comparable to Boulder
County's plan.
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For the Climate: Currently, compostable material (food and yard debris, etc.) collected

within the county must be taken to a processing facility that is 50 miles away from the

Western Disposal transfer station--a 100-mile roundtrip for large, exhaust-pumping

trucks. Locating a facility within the county significantly reduces the amount of miles

traveled by haulers from Longmont, Lafayette, Boulder and all the cities in Boulder

County and the resulting greenhouse gas emissions.

According to an analysis done as part of the county's evaluation process, the proximity of

this site and the expected resulting cost savings for generators and haulers will attract an

additional 18,500 tons of organic waste that is currently going to the landfill. This

represents a 44% increase over the 42,000 tons collected today.

For local farmers: This facility also presents a special opportunity to support our local

farmers’ efforts to build soil and reverse climate change. By producing a quality compost

product that can be used by both local farmers and residents, we can transform the

organic waste we generate from being a major source of greenhouse gases to one of our

best tools for fighting climate change. Plants and healthy soils enriched by compost

help draw down excess CO2 from the atmosphere, and store it long-term in the soil.

This enables us to reverse the damage we’ve already done by reducing atmospheric

CO2. 

With success, this facility and its state-of-the art technology can create a model for other

communities within the state and the nation to adopt so we can fully realize the climate

and soil benefits of composting.

WHY IS THIS A PRIORITY FOR BOULDER COUNTY COMMUNITIES?
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HOW IS THIS FACILITY FUNDED AND WHY WAS THE CHOSEN SITE
SELECTED?

Funding for design and construction is provided by the Sustainability Tax, which was

approved by 70 percent of Boulder County voters in 2016.

The site chosen is the old Rainbow Nursery site on Highway 287, just south of its

intersection with Highway 52.It was purchased by Boulder County Parks and Open Space

in 2018, primarily for the significant water rights that came with the property so they

could be reallocated to other county agricultural sites in the area. The purchase memo

also mentions the possibility that the site could be used to further the county’s Zero

Waste goals, in which case the site would be transferred to another county department

and the Parks and Open Space fund would be repaid. The old Rainbow Nursery site is

zoned for agricultural uses (which can include compost facilities). The site does not have

a conservation easement, and was never intended for public recreation or officially-

designated open space.

After the county conducted a survey of all possible composting sites within the county

and an analysis of the top three sites by RRS Consulting, this site was the clear winner by

virtue of its central location, good truck access, and proximity to the “heart” of Boulder

County agriculture as a key intended end market. Boulder County has been looking for

such a site for a publicly owned compost facility for many years — the acquisition of

Rainbow Nursery with its ideal characteristics, in combination with the vision for

supporting local carbon farming efforts, is a huge opportunity to achieve long-standing

goals.
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It Will Help Our Community Reach its Zero Waste Goals: In 2001 (funded by a tax

passed in 1994), Boulder County built its own recycling facility to help the community

reach its recycling goals. It’s time to do the same to help us reach our compost and Zero

Waste goals. The facility will help the county capture a majority of the compostable

materials that make up 40 percent of the waste stream from county residents and

businesses and turn it into valuable compost. 

It Will Help Fight Climate Change: Organic waste management is closely connected to

climate change: Landfilled food and yard waste, as well as manure stored in lagoons, are

major generators of methane emissions. Methane is not just a greenhouse gas; it's a

climate powerhouse that traps 84 times more heat in our atmosphere than carbon

dioxide over the short term. Keeping organics out of the landfill prevents these

emissions. 

It Will Allow Us to Practice Carbon Farming: If we are to be successful in the fight

against climate change, we must go beyond reducing emissions to actively removing

greenhouse gases from the atmosphere. By applying finished compost to our local soils,

we can increase soil health and its natural ability to draw down carbon dioxide out of the

atmosphere and store it safely in the soil as carbon. It's called “carbon farming,” and

Eco-Cycle and others are working to bring these practices to Boulder County.

It Will Give Local Farmers an Affordable Alternative to Synthetic Fertilizers: Making

compost available to local farmers and residential carbon farmers at a price competitive

with synthetic fertilizers helps reduce our dependence on these polluting petrochemical

products. 

WHY YOU SHOULD SUPPORT BUILDING A COMPOST FACILITY WITHIN
BOULDER COUNTY
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It Will Help Build Healthy Soils: Many Colorado soils are greatly depleted. Capturing

organics, turning them into rich compost and applying them back into our soil creates a

circular, regenerative loop that improves our soils, decreases our water usage and

increases the nutrient density of our locally-grown food.

Its Advanced Technology is a Model for the Future: The planned compost facility will

utilize a compost system that is designed and proven to work in semi-urban

neighborhoods to control odors--the first of its kind in Colorado. It's called a "covered

aerated static pile" or CASP. The system uses concrete bunkers rather than open

compost piles. An aerated floor blows fresh air into the piles, eliminating the need to

turn the piles, which greatly increases efficiency, minimizes the footprint on the site,

and eliminates a major source of odors that other compost facilities produce. The

system also uses an industrial-strength version of the same waterproof and breathable

Gore-Tex fabric to cover the piles that your raincoat or hiking shoes may use. Odor

molecules are too large to fit through the pores of the fabric so they stay in the pile until

they are consumed by microbes. While this will be the first CASP facility in Colorado, it's

been used for years in urban and semi-urban environments — even under the

Queensborough Bridge in New York City!
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COALITION PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS

See more supporters and learn more at www.localcompostclimateaction.org
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