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Departinents

Lulu Huddleston, 88, rural Yale, and Effie Barker, 81, rural
West Union, remember their maternal grandfather, Bill
Blankenbeker, running the old Moonshine Store In separate
interviews with “Tales” editor Ray Elliott,
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Memories of

Old Moonshine
still here

Ray Elliott

Before the present Moonshine store was built in 1912, two
other Moonshine stores sat a quarter of a mile north of today's
stare. According to an old store notice, William St. Martz was
running one of them In 1889. Bill Blankenbeker bullt another one
on the same location in the late 189%0’s or early 1900 and ran it for
several years.

While they don't remember the earlier store run by St. Martz,
sisters Lulu Huddleston, 88, rural Yale (Advance) and Effie
Barker, 81, rural West Union (York), do remember the one
Blankenbeker, their maternal grandfather, ran until he rented it
1o his son, Elias, shortly before it burned in June 1909,

As she remembered the store and a little about life at the time,
Effie pointed to a picture (page 5) of an old general store with a
porch full of people staring out at an unseen photographer.

I imagined him with his head under a black cloth as he
squinted through the old box camera resting on a tripod, his left
hand held outstretched behind and above him, waiting for his
subjects to be properly posed before he snapped the picture and
a puff of smoke arose and everyone breathed a sigh of relief and
laughed and kidded one another about breaking the camera.

Holding the result loosely in her hand, Effie occasionally
pointed to someone and remembered a story or pointed to the
building connected to the store and explained that her grand-
father also ran the Moonshine post office in the store and had the
first switchboard in his house.

Most of what Effie remembers is from visits to her grand-
father’s store when she was small. She was two years old when
the picture was taken, Her father died when she was four, and
the family moved farther away from Moonshine, a few miles
north and east to Needmore where Bill Downey ran the general
store and post office and visits to her grandfather’s were less
frequent
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to the home place. Lawrence Chapman was running the present

store by then.
“Oh, I remember they had that Long Tom chewin' gum *bout
that long," she said, holding her hands apart about eight inches
and recalling her wly visits to her grandfather's store. *‘Paraf-
fin and wax, that's all it was. Paraffin flavor and sweetened a
little. Grandpa always gave us a stick of that when we were
there. We thought that chewin’ gum was wonderful. If you chew-
ed it and wanted to lay it up and rest it awhile and then chew it
again, it wouldn't go together. It'd just crumble.”

Still holding the faded picture In her hand, Effie told about
playing behind the counter with the dolls while her family sear-
ched the store. But she didn't actually remember the incident.

“I don’t remember playin® with the dolls,” she sald, *'They
told me about it, and I think I remember."

After her Uncle Elias took the store over, Effie doesn't
remember being in it. But she does remember her mother, her
sister, Frankie, and her taking over the Moonshine switchboard
in 1917 and running it for several years.

Explaining that the switchboard was *'just a big thing with a
whole lot of holes you had to plug these things in” when people
asked for a certain number, Effie remembered listening to con-
versations while she was working.

*'You could eavesdrop then if you had time,” she said. *‘John
Walter Elliott and Henry Buckner, oh, they had the best conver-
sations you ever heard. And John Walter would sing to him.”

By the time Effie was listening to those conversations, Luly,
who lives near the site of the old Advance store run by John Ault,
had grown up and moved away from home. But she
remembered her grandfather running the store and post office
when *‘they carried the mail by horseback from Moonshine to
Martinsville,

““I stayed at Grandpa’s a lot after our father died,” Lulu said.
**And I was lookin’ forward to workin' in the store. I was countin®
on it. Then Grandpa let Uncle Elias take the store in March, and
it burned in June.”

She said she would have liked to work in the store because she
“*just kind of liked to wait on people and help Grandpa gather up
things fer pegple.” But she helped out on the farm instead of
working in the store.

“I helped farm til I got up to pretty good skze,” she said.
“Floyd (an older brother) was just a couple years older 'n me,
and I had to help him out some. I rode the cultivator and drove
the horses while he plowed."

She didn't “‘particularly like workin® outdoors," but she said
she "“‘bout had to cause I was the oldest.” At 18, Lulu started

“workin’ out’ for other people.
“I worked fer people, doin' housework, cleanin' house and
washin® an’ ironin’, you know,” she said, explaining what she
meant by workmgout I started out at $2 a week and room and

store as

old-time quilting bees.
ey Wabash Valley area. board. But I finally got §3."
—— Both sisters look back on the days when they were growing up
¢ and their grandfather was r g the old M hi
Burl Ives is The Reci and Remedies 6 good times but different times. And while she wouldn't want to
w arin pes go back to those times, Lulu does think people enjoyed
3yf g themselves.
Stranger’ 10 Examples of each, reflecting the time, the food and the “‘I'mean just agoin' like they went in big wagons ‘n‘ surreys ‘n*
preservation of health collected by “Tales" staff members. A buggies like they went and all,” she said, laughing a bit, “don’t
by Ray Elliott section of helpful household hints is included in this issue. you think they would have had a good time?
To—
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by Jim Elliott

IU’s spring again, time to clean
out your house and start to
repair all the things that got
broken over the long winter. And
if you're like most people, you
don’t have the time or the
knowhow to repair or refinish it.

That's where Wendell and
Midge Newcomb come in. They
own and operate "The Strip-
pery,"” a funiture repair shop in

ong.

“This all (furniture repair)
started out as a hobby,” Wendell
said, wearing a T-shirt with
“The Strippery" printed across
the front of it.

“When we got married we
both liked antiques, old fur-
niture and stuff, and what we
could afford to buy wasn't

and refinish it ourselves. That's
how we first got started, that's
how we iearned to doit.

It wasn’t long. though, before
other people heard about their
repair work and asked if the
Newcombs could refinish,
repair and cane their chairs, As
time passed, the requests came
more and more often and
became more and more com-
plicated.

With all those requests, the
Newcombs started to work on
many other people's furniture.
“Maybe in the months along
(after we got started) we might
have done two or three pieces
for somebody else,” he said.
“And then it just got so more
and more people started calling
and coming by so we just started

cane chairs.

refinished. S0 we had to buy it

Midge Newcomb shows “Tales’ Spring Fair visitors how to

doing it. We've done it part time
for about three years and the
last year and a half we've done it
full time. So far we've stayed

busy.
And all indications are that
““The Strippery” will stay busy

repairing, stripping,
and caning chairs.

“'We do more of that kind of
work (repairing and

refinishing) than we do chair
bottoms,” he said. "The first
thing we'd do if someone
brought in a chair, would be to
strip off the old finish, unless
somebody else already had.

“If we have to do repair work,
we'd do that next and then we'd
put on a finish. We use varnish,
it's my preference. So when we
buy an old piece, unless it looks
good (with paint) I'm gonna
refinish it

"“Then the last thing we do, if
it's a cane bottom, is put the
cane in, that would be the final
step. We could have a chair done
In a week’s time, but that
wouldn't be countin’ puttin' the
cane In"

Standing behind a counter,
weaving cane into a chair bot-
tom, Midge said, ‘‘'Yeah,
because I work slower,

“This here is factory-made
cane,” she said, pointing to the
chair bottom she was working
on. “It's the easiest and pro-
bably the most simple to use."

But there are many different
types of cane, from the factory-
made press cane to split bottom
to old hickery, which is just tree
bark.

A hobby first,

then a career

“That’s the kind they used 100
years ago,” Midge said, still
weaving cane into the chair bot-
tom. “They used bark off young
saplings, and things like that.
They pulled it off and rolled it
together. It was crude, but they
refined it. Yep, that was how
they did it 100 years ago."

But caning goes back a lot fur-
ther than 100 years; in fact, it is
an art that goes back o India
and China in the 2nd Century
A.D. The craft was brought to
Europe in the 17th Century by
the East India Company. And
Midge Newcomb has brought it
to Oblong, mostly because she
had some chairs that needed to
be caned but couldn't find
anyone else to do them,

“She’s the one who does all the
chair bottoms,” Wendell said,
standing on the other side of the
counter watching his wife weave
the cane into the chair bottom.

“We were basically forced in-
to doing it because we couldn’t
find anyone around here to do it.
Since we've been in business
we've gotten a lot of calls to do
this so she stays busy. If she
wanted to do a chair every night,
she probably could. But we just
done it out of necessity at first,"

Taking a break from caning
Midge said, “It's hard work but
very rewarding."

“‘Yeah, each piece is a8 new
challenge,”” Wendell said.
“Each plece is different, you
don’t run across the same thing
in any two pieces. Each ane has
its own special character.”

“Especially old furniture,”
Midge said. Old furniture hasa
lot more character than new.
And it takes a pretly good piece
of furniture to survive 100 years.
Say something’s 100 years old,
no telling what it's been through.

“Once we' brought in some
chairs that were painted and

Vanessa Faurle and Jim Elliott | W%
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Tales writers win awards

“Tales from the general store” contributing editors Jim
Elliott and Vanessa Faurie were among 244 students who
were presented National Award Gold Keys from the Quill and
Scroll Soclety in its 1982 National Writing/Photography Con-
Lest,

A total of 3,822 entries in the elght divisions of the contest
were received in the Iowa City, Iowa headquarters of the in-
ternational honorary society for high scool journalists. Both
students were awarded Gold Keys for their entries in the
feature division which had 710 entries and 33 winners.

Elliott won with his story *‘Thornton sez: Tales by an old
story teller” that was published in the first issue of “Tales
from the general store.” The story was written for the 1981
Autumn Issue of the magazine after Thornton Stephens, a 92-
year-old, lifelong Crawford County resident, had spent an
afternoon recalling stories and tall tales from the past for
“Tales" students.

Also published in the first issue of the magazine was
Faurie’s winning story, “The Bellair Store, just a lot of
memories now.” She interviewed all known living past
owners and former clerks of the Bellair Store which is now
owned by the Tales foundation,

Gold Key winners who are seniors are eligible to apply for
one of Quill and Scroll's $500 Edward J. Nell Scholarships in
Journalism. Faurie, a graduate of Oak Lawn Community
High School where she was the editor of the school,
newsmagazine, was awarded one of the scholarships .

Now a senior at Hinsdale South High School, Elliott was a
member of the 5A quarter-final football team that lost to
eventual State Champion Joliet Catholic. He was also a
member of the track team and wrote for the school
newspaper,

A complete list of National Winners in the
Writing/Photography Contest was published in theApril/ May
issue of ‘Quill and Scroll" magazine.

when we got the paint stripped
off ‘em, we saw that they'd been
in a fire. They were charred
underneath, but we couldn't tell
it with the paint on ‘em. So you
never know what you're going to
get.” i.”

The intricate weaving of an old-fashioned cane bottomed chalr.
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Wendell agreed with her and
added, “To me it's fun, Just like
if you got something you really
enjoy doing, like a hobby, you

| get to doin' it for your livelihood,
| too, You just never get tired of

Tales from the general store









































