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Agenda
Thursday, February 8, 2024, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Time Topic Speaker

8:00 - 8:15 WELCOME REMARKS • Jeff Carman, Senior Sales Director, American Commercial Barge Line and 
Chairman of MVTTC

8:15 - 8:30 COAST GUARD UPDATE • Captain Kelly K. Denning, Commander Sector of New Orleans

8:30 - 9:30 KEYNOTE SPEAKER • Dr. Loren C. Scott, Economic Consultant, Loren C. Scott and Associates, Inc.

9:30 - 9:45 BREAK

9:45 - 10:45 MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
COMPREHENSIVE STUDIES  
AND CONDITIONS UPDATE

• Moderator: Sean Duffy, Executive Director, Big River Coalition
• Ann C. Hijuelos, Senior Project Manager, USACE, New Orleans District: 

Introduction to Lower Ms River Comprehensive Management Study
• Mead Allison, Department Chairman Tulane River, Coastal Science and 

Engineering: Introduction to MissDelta Transition Initiative Consortium

10:45 - 11:00 BREAK

11:00 - 11:45 POLITICAL UPDATES: IMPACT 
ON INDUSTRY

• R. Christian Johnsen, Partner, Washington Office, Jones Walker
• Matt Gresham, Chief Government Affairs Officer, Port of New Orleans

11:45 - 12:15 DEVELOPMENTS IN DRY BULK 
HANDLING WORLD AROUND

• Paul Goris, Executive Director, International Dry Bulk Terminals Group

12:15 - 1:15 LUNCH

1:15 - 1:30 INTRODUCE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

1:30 - 2:30 TRADE & TRANSPORT PANEL 
DISCUSSION

• Moderator: Scott Sigman, Principal Advisor Equinanimous Advisory Service 
Enterprise (EASE) Elmhurst, Illinois

• Mike Ellis, CEO, American Commercial Barge Line
• Robert Seward, V.P., Pangaea Logistics Solutions
• Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director, Soybean Transportation Coalition
• Paul Matthews, Executive Director, Port of South Louisiana

2:30 - 2:45 BREAK

2:45 - 3:45 COAL PANEL DISCUSSION • Moderator: Bob Hodge, Senior Research Analyst, McCloskey
• Chuck Arnold, Chief Commercial Officer, Ingram Marine Group 
• Cees VanDeMortel, VP, Commercial, Host Terminals LLC 
• Magdi Kassabgui, CEO of Reliance Bulk Trading 
• Tony Rowser, GM Sales and Logistics, Alliance Coal, LLC 

3:45 - 4:00 CLOSING REMARKS

*Agenda is subject to change

42nd AnnualScan for the 
Conference 
Schedule, 
Speaker Bios, 
and More

https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Releases/Article/3412962/corps-launches-lower-mississippi-river-comprehensive-management-study/
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/2023/11/gulf-research-program-awards-22-million-to-launch-new-mississippi-river-delta-transition-initiative-consortium
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Sponsors
Thank You to Our Sponsors!

42nd Annual
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SCHEDULE
February 6-8, 2024

Date Time Event

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM • King Cake, Coffee and Connections 
Port of New Orleans Administration Building, 1350 Port of New Orleans 
Place, RSVP to ann.hanks@portnola.com

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM • Reception Hosted by the Coal Institute 
Napoleon House, RSVP to leeann@thecoalinstitute.org

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH 7:15 AM • Golf Tournament Registration 
Bayou Oaks at City Park, South Golf Course

8:30 AM • Golf Tournament Start 
Bayou Oaks at City Park, South Golf Course

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM • Conference Registration 
Westin New Orleans, Riverbend Foyer

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM • Conference Welcome Reception 
Westin New Orleans, Riverbend Ballroom

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM • Conference 
Westin New Orleans, Magnolia Room, 3rd Floor

6:00 PM - 9:30 PM • Mardi Gras Fete Dinner 
Red Fish Grill Restaurant, 115 Bourbon Street

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH 10:00 AM - 4:00 pm • Parade Party* 
New Orleans Hamburger and Seafood Restaurant, 4141 St. Charles Ave 
 
*If you would like to attend, you may reach out to one of these sponsors 
for tickets: Associated Terminals, American Commercial Barge Line, 
Celtic Marine and Logistics, Cooper Consolidated, General Maritime 
Transportation Services, Maritime and Commodity, or WIMOS.  You may 
also contact Lisa at lmcgoey@mvttc.com to buy tickets.

*Schedule is subject to change

42nd Annual

Exhibitors
Visit these Exhibitors on the 3rd floor in the Magnolia Foyer right outside of the conference room on Thursday, February 8th from 7am to 4pm:
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Jeff Carman, Senior Sales Director, 
American Commercial Barge Line and 
Chairman of MVTTC

Jeff

Carman
Jeff Carman is Senior Sales Director for American Commercial Barge Line and 
currently serves as Chairman of Mississippi Valley Trade and Transport Council. 
His sales and sales management career of over thirty-five years includes nearly 
twenty-two years in the transportation and logistics business. 

Current responsibilities include direct sales and leading the southern dry cargo 
sales team based in New Orleans. Shippers include steel manufacturers, third 
party logistics organizations, fertilizers importers, and coal companies. Prior 
to returning home to New Orleans, Jeff served as Regional Sales Director in 
Cincinnati, OH covering major barge shippers throughout the Midwest. 

With US Rail Corporation he served as General Sales Manager for their three 
shortline properties. At CSX Transportation, he held multiple positions including 
Regionals Sales Director and Senior Account Manager. In these roles the 
portfolio included producers of steel, scrap, paper, lumber, chemicals, and 
appliances. 

Jeff graduated from Furman University in 1986 with a Bachelor of Arts, Political 
Science major. He is also the proud father of four grown children and three 
awesome grandchildren.

Welcome Remarks
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Captain Kelly K. Denning, Commander 
Sector of New Orleans

Captain Kelly K.

Denning
Captain Denning assumed Command in April of 2022 after having previously served as 
Deputy Commander of Sector New Orleans from June 2000 – April 2022. She directs all 
Coast Guard missions in an area of responsibility that includes the Louisiana Gulf Coast 
and the Mississippi River System from Baton Rouge to the Gulf of Mexico out to the U.S. 
Outer Continental Shelf. It is among the largest, busiest and most complex coastal and 
port areas in the United States. 

In her capacity as Sector Commander, Captain Denning serves as Captain of the Port, 
Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection, Federal Maritime Security Coordinator, Search 
and Rescue Mission Coordinator, and Federal On-Scene Coordinator. Her previous 
operational tours include serving at Sector New Orleans as Response Department Head 
from 2015-2017 and Enforcement 

Division Chief from 2013-2015 where she managed Search and Rescue, Pollution 
Response and Law Enforcement operations. From 2005-2007, she served as the 
Operations Officer onboard the 270’ USCGC NORTHLAND homeported in Portsmouth, 

VA. Her first patrol was to the Gulf of Mexico assisting with the relief efforts following the devastating effects of both Hurricane Katrina and 
Hurricane Rita. She also worked for the U.S. Navy Sixth Fleet nation building and training in Africa, through the Mediterranean and into the 
Black Sea. From 2000-2002, she was Commanding Officer of the 87’ USCGC STINGRAY homeported in Mobile, AL and was also a Deck 
Watch Officer onboard the 210’ USCGC CONFIDENCE homeported out of Cape Canaveral, FL from 1998-2000. Captain Denning took 
advantage of the two year temporary separation program from 2008-2010, during which time she served in the Coast Guard Reserves at 
both the Sector Virginia and Sector Puget Sound Command Centers. 

Captain Denning’s staff assignments include serving as the First District Deputy Enforcement Chief from 2019-2020 and the First District 
Deputy Incident Management Chief from 2017-2018 in Boston, MA where she managed search and rescue and pollution response 
activities as well as fisheries enforcement throughout the Northeast. From 2010-2013, she served as the Thirteenth District Operational 
Planner in Seattle, WA where she planned several full scale exercises with both the U.S. and Canadian Navy. From 2007-2008, she was 
the Assistant Search and Rescue School Chief in Yorktown, VA. Captain Denning also served as a Command Duty Officer in the Eighth 
Coast Guard District Command Center in New Orleans, LA from 2002-2005. 

Captain Denning moved regularly while growing up as her father served in the U.S. Army. Considering she has now lived in New Orleans 
for more years than anywhere else, she now calls the “Crescent City” home. She is a 1998 graduate of the Coast Guard Academy 
and holds a Master of Science Degree in Emergency and Disaster Management from Touro University International. Additionally, she 
is a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) by the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), a Certified Maritime Port 
Executive (MPE) by the International Association of Maritime and Port Executives and also holds a 100 ton Master Merchant Mariner 
license with towing endorsement. 

Coast Guard Update
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Dr. Loren C. Scott, Economic Consultant, 
Loren C. Scott and Associates, Inc.

Dr. Loren C.

Scott
Dr. Scott is the President of Loren Scott & Associates, Inc., a 34-year old 
economic consulting firm whose clients include such large national firms as BP, 
Capital One Financial, Entergy, ExxonMobil, J.P. Morgan Chase, Nucor, Sasol, 
Chesapeake Energy, and a diversity of others. 

He is one of the 32-member National Business Economic Issues Council, which 
meets quarterly to discuss issues of state, national, and international interest. 
This group has experts who cover international trade, Washington economic 
policy, retail trade, trucking, steel, chemicals, etc. 

Dr. Scott is an energy specialist on the NBEIC. He has been appointed to the 
Economic Advisory Board of the U.S. Council on Competitiveness-a group made 
up of the CEOs of the Fortune 100, top university presidents and presidents of 
three major unions. He has been interviewed on CNBC, MSNBC, and Bloomberg 
TV, in addition to several local TV stations, and his work has been cited in such 
publications as the Wall Street Journal, the Los Angles Times, the New York 
Times, USA Today, and the Financial Times, to name a few. 

His career started at Louisiana State University in 1969 where he spent the next 
33 years, rising through the ranks from assistant professor to the prestigious 
Freeport McMoran Endowed Chair of Economics and the Director of the Division 
of Economic Development and Forecasting. Over the thirteen-year period from 
1983-96, he was the chairman of the Economics Department at LSU. During that 
time, the Department’s ranking among the 3,000 economics departments in the 
U.S. rose from 101st to 38th. 

He is presently Professor Emeritus at LSU. He received 7 awards at LSU for 
outstanding classroom teaching. He gives 50-70 speeches a year on the state of 
the economy. 

Keynote Speaker
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Sean Duffy, Executive Director, Big River 
Coalition

Sean

Duffy
The Big River Coalition is committed to ensuring the future of navigation on the 
Mississippi River Ship Channel (MRSC) as one of the nation’s fundamental natural 
resources and true economic powerhouse. The Mississippi River and Tributaries has an 
estimated annual impact of $735 billion on the nation’s economy and is responsible for 
2.4 million jobs (585,000 jobs on the Lower River Cairo, IL to the Gulf of Mexico and over 
1.86 million jobs on the Upper River - Lake Itasca, MN to Cairo, IL when including the IL 
River). 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: Big River Coalition: 2011-Present 

“Advocating for a Mightier Mississippi River” 

The Big River Coalition (BRC) is committed to protecting maritime commerce across 
the Mississippi River and Tributaries (MRT). The BRC focuses on maximizing efficient 
maritime transportation on the deep-draft Mississippi River Ship Channel from Baton 
Rouge to the Gulf of Mexico. The Coalition is concerned about the management of the 
Mississippi River system and is focused on holistic water management and adverse 

impacts related to flood protection, protecting water supplies, increasing coastal restoration to also protect commerce and minimize the 
negative impacts of runoff and pollutants. It is critical to the nation’s economy that navigation on the Mississippi River remains unimpeded. 
As visions of the future of the MRT are shaped, that navigation representatives strive to ensure that systematic approaches protect 
maritime commerce and maintain fully authorized channel dimensions while modernizing and maintaining our water infrastructure and the 
free flow of maritime commerce, on the Mississippi River Ship Channel and the locks and dams along the MRT. The Big River Coalition’s 
missions are focused on securing increased funding from the Harbor Maintenance Tax and the Inland Users Fuel Tax, the deepening of 
the Mississippi River Ship Channel to 50 feet and to increase the beneficial use of dredge material or “sediment recycling.’ 

The Big River Coalition is at the forefront of the deepening of the Mississippi River Ship Channel (50 feet). Mr. Duffy also serves as 
the Executive Vice President/Maritime Advocate for the BRC’s parent entity, the New Orleans Steamship Association d.b.a. Louisiana 
Maritime Association. As a proponent for the local maritime industry, Mr. Duffy has provided written and oral testimony to federal and 
state Congressional committees and the President’s Oil Spill Commission to advocate for channel maintenance while promoting safe 
navigation on the Mississippi River Ship Channel. 

PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT: 

Previous employment includes executive management positions with experience as a Boarding Agent, Deckhand, Stevedore General 
Superintendent and Marine Surveyor. Mr. Duffy is intimately familiar with obstacles faced by the maritime industry, both nationally and 
regionally, and has been recognized for his efforts to deepen the Mississippi River Ship Channel and to promote coastal restoration 
through the beneficial use of dredge material. 

Mississippi River Comprehensive Studies & Conditions
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Ann C. Hijuelos, Senior Project Manager, 
USACE, New Orleans District

Ann C.

Hijuelos
Ms. Hijuelos is a Senior Project Manager for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
New Orleans District. In this position, she manages the Lower Mississippi River 
Comprehensive Management Study, a 5-year and $25M mega-study that spans 
seven states and covers all of USACE’s traditional business lines. 

She also serves as the Section 408 Coordinator for the Mid-Breton Sediment 
Diversion and Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion and manages the Sustainable 
Rivers Program Bayou Courtableau Project.

She has over 15 years of experience managing multi-disciplinary and multi-
jurisdictional technical teams for complex flood risk reduction and restoration 
programs. 

Ms. Hijuelos holds a Master of Science degree in Biology from Florida 
International University and Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife and Fisheries 
from Louisiana State University.

Mississippi River Comprehensive Studies & Conditions
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Mead Allison, Department Chairman 
Tulane River, Coastal Science and 
Engineering

Mead

Allison
Mead Allison, PhD, PG, is a river-coastal hydrologist and sedimentologist. 
Presently he is Professor and Chair of the Department of River-Coastal 
Science and Engineering and Professor of Earth & Environmental Sciences at 
Tulane University. He has been at Tulane, with a brief post-Katrina interruption, 
since 1999. In 2013-2018 he held a joint appointment as Director of Physical 
Processes and Sediment Systems at the Water Institute of the Gulf—a science 
NGO designed to help the State of Louisiana on science issues associated 
with coastal restoration and protection. In 2007-2013 he was Senior Research 
Scientist and Associate Director of the Institute for Geophysics at UT Austin. In 
1994-1999 he was a faculty member in Oceanography at Texas A&M University. 
He has BS and MS degrees in geology and a PhD in Coastal Oceanography.

Research Statement:

Mead Allison specializes in river, deltaic and coastal sedimentary processes. 
He has researched sediment dynamics, hydrology, and sedimentary strata 
formation in river-deltaic systems around the world for 30+ years focusing 
on major river source-to-sink systems (e.g., Mississippi, Amazon, Ganges-
Brahmaputra, Changjiang, Mekong, Fraser, and arctic rivers). This research 
focuses on identifying and quantifying the natural water and sediment processes 
inherent in the evolution of these systems. An allied (applied) interest is in the 
restoration and preservation of these systems in the face of sea level and climate 
change and human modification. These studies apply a wide range of field and 
laboratory techniques including measuring fluid, flow and suspended sediment 
conditions, sedimentology and stratigraphy of sedimentary cores, radiotracers 
of sediment sourcing and accumulation, remote sensing, towed geophysical 
systems, and analysis of large extant monitoring datasets collected by agencies.

Mississippi River Comprehensive Studies & Conditions
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R. Christian Johnsen, Partner, 
Washington Office, Jones Walker

R. Christian

Johnsen
Chris Johnsen provides his clients with a broad range of government relations 
assistance on legislative and regulatory matters facing the maritime industry. He 
has developed strong relationships with the key committees on Capitol Hill with 
general jurisdiction over transportation and maritime issues.

Mr. Johnsen is the past President of the Propeller Club of Washington, currently 
serves as the Vice Chair of the Coast Guard Foundation, the Chair of USA 
Maritime, and is the recent past Vice Chair of the Board of Directors of the 
American Maritime Congress.

He received his Bachelor of Science in Commerce from the University of Virginia 
in 1982, and his Juris Doctor degree, cum laude, from Tulane University Law 
School in 1985.

Political Updates: Impact on Industry
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Matt Gresham, Chief Government 
Affairs Officer, Port of New Orleans

Matt

Gresham
Matt Gresham, Chief of Governmental Relations, oversees the Port of New 
Orleans’ governmental relations activities. Gresham joined the Port of New 
Orleans in August of 2005, three weeks prior to Hurricane Katrina’s landfall. He 
worked as a Communications Specialist and legislative liaison during the Port’s 
recovery and was appointed Director of External Affairs in July 2012. A New 
Orleans native and graduate of Nicholls State University, he has more than 20 
years of communications and government affairs experience.

Political Updates: Impact on Industry
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Paul Goris, Executive Director, 
International Dry Bulk Terminals Group

Paul

Goris
Paul Goris (1966) has over 30 years of experience in the port, bulk, inland 
waterway / barge shipping, rail logistics and intermodal industry. He is active in 
several associations which are related to Rotterdam, Antwerp, European and 
global ports. He has been holding President positions of both the European 
Barge Union, Dutch Barge Association Royal Dutch IWT and the European Inland 
Waterway Transport Platform. 

He started his career in 1990 with NS Cargo/Dutch Railways and Royal Nedlloyd 
Group where he developed intermodal connections throughout Europe. As 
Commercial Director of DB Schenker (the merger of NS Cargo with Deutsche 
Bahn) he was responsible for all cargo traffic in dry bulk, liquid bulk, break bulk 
and intermodal. 

In 2003 he joined the dry bulk terminal Europees Massagoed Overslagbedrijf, 
EMO (at that time joint venture of Thyssen Krupp, Arcelor Mittal affiliate, 
Sea-invest and HES Beheer) as CCO. Here he changed the total commercial 
approach of coal and iron ore stevedoring and created chain integration with 

hinterland transport by barge and rail. In 2009 he became General Manager of EMO’s shareholder Sea-invest where he was 
responsible for all dry bulk operations in the Belgian Ports of Antwerp and Ghent. 

Late 2011 he started up his own Port and Logistics Consulting company where he works for a broad portfolio of companies 
with Port and Logistics related projects, e.g. on behalf of Trafigura/Impala, HES International, International banks, Ports, 
Stevedoring, Intermodal and other companies. He also is active in the fields of renewable energy. With port projects in 
Angola, United States of America, South America and throughout Europe he is active in the field of Mergers & Acquisitions, 
Port and Terminal development and Business Development. Recently he has been active with the development of a Grain 
Terminal in Nacala – Mozambique on behalf of the Company Mitrelli Udoyen. Further projects can be seen on the Project List, 
in annex. 

Paul’s main activity today is Executive Director of the International Dry Bulk Terminals Group (DBTG). This Group represents 
the interests of over 75 Members, operating +350 dry bulk terminals world around. DBTG is holding a consultative position 
at the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) on behalf of the dry bulk terminal industry, together with CETOA. Paul is 
married and has 4 children (23, 21, 20, 15 years of age).

Developments in Dry Bulk Handling World Around
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Scott Sigman, Principal Advisor 
Equinanimous Advisory Service 
Enterprise (EASE) Elmhurst, Illinois

Scott

Sigman
Scott Sigman is a Senior Transportation Planner with HDR, Inc. where he 
provides professional freight analysis and advisory services, as well as through a 
sole proprietorship, Equinanimous Advisory Service Enterprise (EASE) helping 
clients and stakeholders to sift the complexities of especially waterborne 
intermodal freight through to simple understandable market factors. 

With over 30 years of experience applying strategy, marketing, public relations 
and operational economics considerations based on direct experiences in 
transport, trade, industry and agriculture. Scott’s recent work supports future 
development at a Mississippi River terminal facility included commercial cargo 
network evaluations, competitive analysis, along with evaluations of public 
infrastructure alongside existing and prospective commercial operational 
developments. Transport planning leadership over four years on behalf of 
the statewide Ports of Indiana facilities resulted in economic development 
successes attracting additional cargo to the ports. His agricultural freight 
systems improvements improved soybean freight improving unitized container 
and bulk efficiencies in goods movement. Weaving together public infrastructure 
interests with commercial operations, demonstrated savings for shippers and 
carriers. His experience in deep-water marine, Great Lakes and inland river 
freight terminal connections respond to and anticipate market changes. He has 
effectively utilized operating budgets, repositioning equipment from surplus to 
deficit locations with $6.8 million, annually. Scott applies past 3PL and carrier 
experience, built across a breadth of modes, for domestic movement as well as 
supporting imports and exports. 

Scott is a Chicago Bears Season Ticket Holder, having been born and lived near 
Green Bay as a youth, so, he gets to see at least one Packer game every year. 
Scott is married, has several children, and grandchildren.

Trade & Transport Panel Discussion
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Mike Ellis, CEO, American Commercial 
Barge Line

Mike

Ellis
ACBL named Mike Ellis as its Chief Executive Officer and member of the board 
of directors in August 2020. 

Prior to joining ACBL, Mr. Ellis was Executive Vice President and Marine Group 
Leader for Savage Services Corporation where he helped grow and diversify 
their Inland and Offshore Marine businesses until Savage sold the Inland 
Business 2020. 

Prior to joining Savage, Mr. Ellis was President, Board Member and part owner 
of Settoon Towing, LLC. Mr. Ellis played an instrumental role in helping Settoon 
Towing start and build its bulk transportation division into a top tier operator 
before being sold to Savage. 

Prior to joining Settoon, Mr. Ellis held various leadership positions with Bollinger 
Shipyards including EVP/CFO and EVP/COO. 

Mr. Ellis is a member of The Seaman’s Church Institute Board of Trustees and a 
member of the Guaranty Corporation Board of Directors. 

Mr. Ellis graduated from the Louisiana State University E.J. Ourso College of 
Business.

Trade & Transport Panel Discussion
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Robert Seward, V.P., Pangaea Logistics 
Solutions

Robert

Seward
Robert is the Vice President at Pangaea Logistics Solutions and has worked 
with the company for over 20 years. For the last 15 years, he has been in the 
Chartering Division managing freight trading and business development from the 
head office in Newport, Rhode Island.

Trade & Transport Panel Discussion
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Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director, 
Soybean Transportation Coalition

Mike

Steenhoek
Mike Steenhoek is executive director of the Soy Transportation Coalition (STC), 
an initiative established in 2007 and comprised of the United Soybean Board, 
the American Soybean Association, and fourteen state soybean boards. The 
Soy Transportation Coalition exists to promote a cost effective, reliable, and 
competitive transportation system that serves the agriculture industry. 

As executive director of the STC, Mike’s responsibilities include communicating 
the initiative and the importance of transportation issues to soybean growers 
and processors; establishing and executing the organization’s strategic direction; 
and building collaborations with other effected industries. 

Mike is a member of the Iowa Department of Transportation’s Freight Advisory 
Council – currently serving as chairman.

Prior to his work on the STC, Mike worked for United States Senator Charles 
Grassley (Iowa) for eight years – both in Washington, DC, and most recently in 
Des Moines, Iowa. In Washington, DC, Mike served as the Senator’s scheduler 
and frequent speechwriter. In Des Moines, Mike served as Senator Grassley’s 
director of economic development.

Mike received both his undergraduate degree and his Masters in Business 
Administration from the University of Iowa. 

Trade & Transport Panel Discussion
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Paul Matthews, Executive Director, Port 
of South Louisiana

Paul

Matthews
Paul Matthews is the Chief Executive Officer of the Port of South Louisiana, America’s 
Leading Grain Exporter and one of the Largest Tonnage Ports in the Western 
Hemisphere. His tenure began in January 2022. Matthews made history by becoming 
Louisiana’s first African-American port director. Prior to his time at the Port of South 
Louisiana, he served as Deputy Port Director at Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal 
District. He joined Plaquemines Port in 2017 after serving as the Community Affairs 
Manager at the Port of New Orleans. 

As CEO, Matthews has been leading the Port of South Louisiana by maintaining many 
of the Port’s successes and growth. Under his direction, the Port of South Louisiana has 
focused on leading the way in the areas of agriculture, infrastructure and the energy 
transition. In his first year as CEO, the Port had its first net increase in tonnage in 7 
years and the fiscal year ended with the Port’s highest revenue since its creation. His 
administration has secured millions in state and federal funds, renewed the long-term 
leases with multiple industry partners and has entered into an agreement that will foster 
the construction of Louisiana’s first grain terminal in 40 years, with capital investments of 

over $600 million and creating more than 200 permanent jobs.

During his career, Matthews helped negotiate multi-million-dollar terminal leases and facilitated the development of a private-public 
partnership to expand rail service while at the Plaquemines Port. He also assisted in securing millions of dollars of federal port security 
and dredging funds and was involved in attracting grants for critical port infrastructure projects. Matthews also promoted international 
engagement by establishing dialogue with the U.S. State Department, Department of Commerce, and United States trade representatives 
to expand port presence in developing countries in Southeast Asia, South America, West Africa, and India.

Matthews is the current Vice President of the Ports Association of Louisiana and a U.S. At-Large Director for the American Association 
of Port Authorities. He is a member of the Executive Board of Greater New Orleans, Inc. He is the immediate past Chairman of GNO Inc. 
NextGen Council. Louisiana’s Governor appointed Matthews to serve on the Governor’s Advisory Commission on Coastal Protection, 
Restoration & Conservation, Louisiana Board of International Commerce, as well as the Southern University Board of Supervisors. 
Matthews was awarded the 40 under 40 Award by Inland Marine Expo and was highlighted in Biz New Orleans Magazine’s New and 
Notables. He is a member of various maritime and civic organizations, the World Trade Center of New Orleans & Board of Directors of 
United Way Southeast Louisiana.

Matthews is a graduate of Ben Franklin High School in New Orleans, Tulane University, and received an MBA from the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette.

Trade & Transport Panel Discussion
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Bob Hodge, Senior Research Analyst, 
McCloskey

Bob

Hodge
Bob is a graduate of the University of Tennessee, former sports and outdoor 
writer for the Knoxville News Sentinel and joined Jim Thompson at Energy 
Publishing in 2009. He has written about coal for the past 14 years and now 
works for McCloskey by Opis, A Dow Jones Company. In his spare time he hunts, 
fishes and ruins his fall by cheering for the Minnesota Vikings.

Coal Panel Discussion
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Chuck Arnold, Chief Commercial Officer, 
Ingram Marine Group

Chuck

Arnold
Chuck Arnold was named Chief Commercial Officer for Ingram Marine Group 
in 2020. Chuck previously served as Senior Vice President, Dry Cargo for 
Ingram Barge Company since 2016. His prior experience included roles as Vice 
President, Business and Strategic Development for Ingram Barge Company and 
Vice President, Custom Fuel Services (CFS). 

Chuck was the former Assistant Treasurer for Ingram Industries Inc. from 2005 
to 2014 where his work focused primarily on Investments, Derivatives, Merger, 
Acquisition and Divestiture activities.

Mr. Arnold joined Ingram Barge Company as Senior Analyst in Planning and 
Analysis in 2003 and later moved to Ingram Industries in 2004 as Treasury 
Director. 

Prior to Ingram, Chuck worked as an associate sell-side analyst covering medical 
device stocks for FTN Midwest Research. 

Coal Panel Discussion
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Cees VanDeMortel, VP, Commercial, 
Host Terminals LLC

Cees

Van De Mortel
Cees van de Mortel was born in the Netherlands and graduated with a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering and his MBA from the Technical University of Delft in the 
Netherlands.

Cees is VP Commercial with Host, where he is mainly focused on the growth of 
Host Terminals, which includes UBT, Avondale and operations in Baton Rouge. 
Cees joined Host in the fall of 2012, prior to joining Host he spent 12 years with 
Kinder Morgan Terminals, in various commercial positions. He started his career 
with Vopak in the Netherlands, then Singapore followed by the US where he met 
a girl and never left…

Coal Panel Discussion
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Magdi Kassabgui, CEO of Reliance Bulk 
Trading

Magdi

Kassabgui
Magdi Kassabgui founded Reliance in 1998. He started the business with a 
cement trading activity & his entrepreneurial acumen enabled him to turn 
Reliance into an elaborate fully integrated trading & logistics services provider to 
the cement industry.

Throughout the first 20 years, Magdi believed in growing through vertical 
integration & kept building businesses that serve the cement industry further 
including: trucking, ready mix, aggregates & alternative fuels.

Today, Magdi’s entrepreneurial ambitions have been directed to diversifying 
the group’s activities to cater to Egypt’s dynamism & build the appropriate 
environment for future generations.

Prior to founding Reliance, Magdi held the position of Marketing Manager for 6 
years in a French multinational company.

Magdi graduated from the American University in Cairo with a major in 
Economics & minor in Business Administration.

Coal Panel Discussion



2024 MVTTC Conference Page 23

Tony Rowser, GM Sales and Logistics, 
Alliance Coal, LLC

TOny

Rowser
• Graduated Summa Cum Laude with Bachelors degree in Business / 

Marketing from Weber (pronounced Weeber… Ha!) State University in 1999

• Worked 18 years in the cement industry with Holcim

• Worked 15 years in the coal industry with C. Reiss (1 year), Foresight (3 
years), and Alliance (11 years)

• General Manager of Sales and Logistics for Alliance Coal, LLC

• Primary focus Central Region Utility / Industrial Sales and Illinois Basin 
Export Sales through the center gulf coal

• Manages sales and logistics for exports through the center gulf (3-5M tons 
per year)

• Past Board Member and President of The Coal Institute

• Goodwin Holmes recipient - 2019  

• Has three kids and two grandkids

• Likes to play golf, hunt, and fish

Coal Panel Discussion
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ACNR Chris Fasy
Alliance Coal, LLC Tony  Rowser
Alter Trading Corp Ricky McGee
American Coal Council Emily Arthun
American Commercial Barge Line Jeff  Carman
American Commercial Barge Line Ben Broyles
American Commercial Barge Line Jeremy  Lane
American Commercial Barge Line Andy Devlin
American Commercial Barge Line Mike  Ellis
American Commercial Barge Line Michael Alfortish
Andrew S. McCreath & Son, Inc. Robert  Kozicki
Arcosa Marine Products, Inc. Kerrigan Robin
Associated Branch Pilots Michael  Miller
Associated Branch Pilots Henry  Peterson
Associated Terminals Reece Wilson
Associated Terminals Dawn  Lopez
Associated Terminals David  Ryan
Associated Terminals David  Wilkins
Associated Terminals Matt Hayden
Associated Terminals Glenn Schexnayder
Associated Terminals Bill Sullivan
Bateman Manufacturing Shane Toncrey
Bateman Manufacturing Jon Craft
Big River Coalition Sean Duffy
Big River Steel Nate  Talley
Blackhawk Coal Sales, LLC Bev Reynolds
Blackhawk Coal Sales, LLC Fred Schrenger
Blackhawk Coal Sales, LLC Jerry Quitter
Blue Water Shipping Co. Jeff  Wille
Blue Water Shipping Co. Troy Carollo
Blue Water Shipping Co. Kevin  Clapsaddle
Bruks Siwertell Lindsay Gilliland
Bruks Siwertell Daniel  Pace
Bruks Siwertell Ken  Upchurch
Bruks Siwertell Anna  Miles
Bunge Harrison Lang
Bunge Kyle  Greer
Bureau Veritas Marlon Guillory
Bureau Veritas Troy  Howard
C&M Marine Ventures, LLC Kevin O'Daniels
C&M Marine Ventures, LLC Jaggard O'Daniels
C&M Marine Ventures, LLC Michael  Hebert
Campbell Transportation Greg Karlowsky
Canal Barge David Staines
Canal Barge Larry Barbish
Canal Barge David  Lane
Capes Shipping Agencies Bobby  Scott

Company Name

Capes Shipping Agencies Steven Hagen
Capes Shipping Agencies Michael Coleman
Carbon Partners, Inc. Deuce  Patterson
Carbon Partners, Inc. Andy Cox
Carbon Partners, Inc. Niki  Coughlin
CBRE, Inc. Bryce  Frence
CBRE, Inc. Andrew Jewett
Celtic Marine and Logistics Kevin Boneno
Celtic Marine and Logistics Caitlin O'Connor
Celtic Marine and Logistics Tim Klein
Celtic Marine and Logistics BJ Gisclair
CGB Enterprises, Inc. Sam  Pons
CHS, Inc. Sarah Fakhari
Cincinnati Barge & Rail Terminals LLC James Rose
Cincinnati Bulk Terminals Scott  James
Complete Logistical Services Spencer  Sens
Control Union Bulut  Kartal
Cooper Consolidated, LLC Charlie  Gottbrath
Cooper Consolidated, LLC Matt Weber
Cooper Consolidated, LLC Cliff Mosby
Cooper Consolidated, LLC Tyler  Maurin 
Cooper Consolidated, LLC Karen  Conroy
Cooper Consolidated, LLC Chris  Blanchard
Cooper Consolidated, LLC Scott  Becnel
Cooper Consolidated, LLC Alberto Siller
Cooper Consolidated, LLC Joseph Olin
Cooper Marine John Murray
Cooper Mooring Hartson Harmon
Core Industries Chuck Camp
Cotecna Arina Korchmaryova
Cotecna Olga Tovkun
CRC Global Solutions Cy Hill
Crescent River Port Pilots Association Michael Bopp
C-River Logistics Pam Cascio
C-River Logistics Madison Lacroix
Crounse Rob  McCune
CSN Industries, Inc. Shawn O'Daniels
CSN Industries, Inc. Andree Charvet
CSX Transportation Inc. Sara  Schryer
CWA Engineers, Inc. Steven Yee
Delgado Community College Rick Schwab 
Dry Bulk Terminals Group Paul Goris
Duke Energy Ken  Stover
Duke Energy Julie Price
E.N. Bisso & Son, Inc. Jean-Paul Richard
EASE Scott  Sigman
East Side River Transportation Michael McEvilly
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Eco Solution Chris Howe
E-Crane International USA, Inc. Aaron Bennett
E-Crane International USA, Inc. Jim Marks
E-Crane International USA, Inc. Steve  Osborn
EMR-Southern Recycling Kelli deAlminana
EMR-Southern Recycling William Lensmyer
EMR-Southern Recycling Kevin Rayes
Enstructure Phil Willingham
Fillette Green Shipping Services (USA) Corp Derrick Thomas
Fillette Green Shipping Services (USA) Corp Cherina  Thomas
Fillette Green Shipping Services (USA) Corp Sean  Glass 
FreightCar America John Joyce
General Maritime Transportation Services Mike  Maloz
General Maritime Transportation Services Michael  Flad
General Maritime Transportation Services Michelle Kimbrough
Glencore, LTD. Jason Gold
Glencore, LTD. Max Uretta
Glencore, LTD. Sarah Couvillion
Glencore, LTD. Ryan  Wynne
Gulf Harbor Shipping Marshall  Adams
Gulf Inland Marine Services, Inc. Kevin  Hunt
Hampton Roads Testing Robert  Lanier
Heartland Barge Management, LLC Lisa Boone
Heyl & Patterson Equipment Len  Walnoha
Heyl & Patterson Equipment Brian Steffan
Host Anthony Cleveland
Host Jacob Brackhan
Host Terminals Cees  van de Mortel
Host Jeff  Keever
Host Terminals Amanda  England
Host Matthew Link
Host Agency Tim Altman
IAMPE Eric Gilmore
Impala Terminals Burnside LLC Amber Palmer
Impala Terminals Burnside LLC Marcus Johnson
Ingram Barge Company Chuck Arnold
Ingram Barge Company Matt Tomayko
Ingram Barge Company Matt Monson
Ingram Barge Company Ben Czarnecki
Ingram Barge Company Kate Ziegler
Ingram Barge Company LaTisha Holt
Ingram Barge Company Kris Harnack
Ingram Barge Company Shane  Hixson
Ingram Barge Company Kala  Shihady
Ingram Barge Company Craig Eggleton
Ingram Barge Company Cheryl Entremont
Ingram Barge Company Baylee Pirtle

Company Name

Ingram Barge Company Thomas  Kinnard
Ingram Infrastructure Group Bill Kinzeler
Ingram Infrastructure Group Dan  Lester
Ingram Infrastructure Group Frank Prentiss
International Bulk Journal Ray  Girvan
International Materials Alejandro Reyes
Island Sales Limited Bruce  Rosen
Javelin Global Commodities UK Ltd. David  Goodhew
Javelin Global Commodities UK Ltd. Blair Priest
Jones Walker Chris  Johnsen
Jones Walker Austin Glascoe
Jones Walker Alfred  Rufty III
Kinder Morgan Terminals Will Browning
Kirby Inland Marine Jeff  Seymour
Knight Hawk Coal James Smith
Koch Minerals & Trading Amber  Robertson
Koch Minerals & Trading Tim Shadoin
Lanier & Associates Kristen Coleman
Lanier & Associates John Rutherford
Liebherr USA Winston Ziegler
LOGISTEC Matt Smolek
Loren C. Scott and Associates, Inc. Dr. Loren Scott
Louisiana Cat Zack Young
Louisiana Department of Transportation Stephen  Holliday
Louisiana Scrap Metal Recycling Randy Boudreaux
MARAD Bruce  Lambert
M/G Transport Services Mark  Czarnecki
M/G Transport Services Heather  Sims
M/G Transport Services Zach  Blocker
Marine Inspection, LLC Gilbert  Wright
Marine Inspection, LLC Buzzy Drew
Marquette Transportation Company Kevin  Minnick
Marquette Transportation Company Rick Martin
Marquette Transportation Company Brandon Austin
McCloskey by OPIS Bob  Hodge
McDonough Marine Services Pat  Stant
Middle River Marine Rick Dykstra
MID-SHIP Logistics Steven  Kingsbury
MID-SHIP Logistics George O'Connor
MID-SHIP Logistics Zach  Kachmar
MID-SHIP Logistics Jonathan Grubb
Minerais US LLC Crissy Labuta
NOBRA Louis  Wattigney, Jr.
NOLA Terminal LLC Brian  Miles
NOLA Terminal LLC Christian Amedee
NOLA Terminal LLC Allen Newman
Nord-Sud Shipping, Inc. Dustin  Berthelot
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Nord-Sud Shipping, Inc. Jeff  Berthelot
Norfolk Southern Brad Yeatts
Norton Lilly Kyle  Bailey
Oldendorff Daniel  Burrell
Oldendorff Julian Zahnow-Hein
Oldendorff Viktor Olin
Open Tug Jason Aristides
P&L Railway Kevin McEwan
Pangaea Logistics Solution Robert  Seward
Pangaea Logistics Solution Brent Mahana
Pangaea Logistics Solution Sam  Sirrico
Parker Towing Victor Lott
Peabody Energy Creston Ragan
Picklands Mather Coal Company LLC Jack Grinwis
Polaris Analytics & Consulting Ken  Eriksen
Port of Lake Charles Therrance Chretien
Port of Lake Charles Derek Schierloh
Port of New Orleans Matt Gresham
Port of New Orleans Cameron Gibson
Port of South Louisiana Paul  Matthews 
Ports of Indiana Jenna Richardt
Ports of Indiana George Ott
QSL America's Brenda Kuhfeldt
RAINCII Carolyn Hett
RAINCII Sean  Smith
Reliance Bulk Trading Magdi Kassabgui
RFI Resources Chris Hastings
Riverside Shipping, LLC Finn Host
Riverside Shipping, LLC Rob Zehringer
RWE Supply & Trading Richard  Lebby
Sabine Surveyors, Ltd. Tim Bucher
Sabine Surveyors, Ltd. Max Scafidi
SAI Gulf, LLC CJ Brustowicz
SAI Gulf, LLC Paul Reagan
SAI Gulf, LLC Ken  Joyner
SAI Gulf, LLC Tisoc Rameriz
San Jacinto Barge Repair Kyle  Steger
SCF Marine Rick Barbee
SCF Marine Kris  Smith
Sennegoben LLC David LaFleur
Sennegoben LLC Richard Ford
Sennegoben LLC Monty Braley
Sennegoben LLC Ryan  Zenor
Serve Freight LLC John Pidgorodetskiy
SGS North America Inc. Matthew Thibodeaux
SGS North America Inc. Alicia  Curtis
Slickwater Chemicals Dennis Farrell

Company Name

SMH Group Mark  Dublin
SMH Group Ville  Lauren
Southern Company John Ohlson
Southern Company Brian  Fuller
Southern Company Christine Lewter
Soybean Transportation Coalition Mike  Steenhoek
SSA Marine Jodi Pryor
SunCoke Energy Mickey Gauldin
SunCoke Energy Nicole Shaver
SunCoke Energy Mike  Hardesty
Tampa Electric Company Edmund  Ghent
Tennessee Valley Towing Rachael Mayes
Terral River Service Allison Branner
Terral River Service Josh Knichel
The Cooper Group Michael George
The Cooper Group Alan Dodd
The Integra Group Mike  Cossins
The Water Institute Bobby  Landry
The Water Institute Andrew Courtois
The Waterways Journal Frank  McCormack
Trafigura AG Andrew Porco
Tricon Steamship Agency, Inc. Douglas Higginbotham
Tricon Steamship Agency, Inc. Mike  Brown 
Tricon Steamship Agency, Inc. John Weber
Trinity Rail Mike  Frey
Trinity Rail Donnie Peake
TSI/Wheelworx Shane Picklesimer
Tulane River-Coastal Science & Engineering Mead Allison
Turn Services Mario Munoz
US Materials Christian Bach
USACE New Orleans District Ann Hijuelos
Valhalla Ship Agency Jeff  Crysel
Vesto Ropes Tom Vermeulen
Verstegen Grijpers BV Roemer  Braacx
Verstegen Grijpers BV Mark  De Waard
Warrior Met Coal Melissa Holley
Watco Will  Patterson
Watco Dave  Riggs
Watco Ryan  Krull
WPI Brandon Brocato
WPI Jeff  Stringer


