The Record-Conrier

Editor:

| am not much of a historian but have listened to and watched the 80th anniversary
D-Day celebrations broadcast from Europe. Leaders from the EU, the U.S. and most
importantly, Ukraine, describe the significance of this day for democracy. The NATO
alliance, which grew out of rebuilding efforts following WWII, continues as a key
instrument supporting nations for whom democratic principles are the foundation
of their government.

Forty years ago on June 6, 1984, then President Ronald Reagan gave an important
speech at the D-Day anniversary celebration in which he said, “One’s country is
worth dying for and democracy is worth dying for, because it is the most deeply
honorable form of government ever devised by man.”

He has also referred to Americans who were part of that rebuilding effort as the
“greatest generation” because of their contributions to making a great and powerful
country. Today, our democracy seems less secure. However, we still have the ability
to choose. We can decide between two presidential candidates, one of whom
guestions the value of NATO, has alienated European heads of state and admires
the leader of Russia — a country trying to spread its dictatorial regime to Ukraine
and knocking on the door of other European countries.

Very few members of that “greatest generation” who actually fought in 1944 are
alive today. Their interviews have been inspiring but also troubling as many express
their concerns about the future of American democracy. Important to consider as
we get ready for the next big election
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