
 

Virality Project Weekly Briefing #12 
March 10, 2021 - March 16, 2021 

 
This report was created by analysts from the Virality Project, a coalition of disinformation research 
entities focused on real-time detection, analysis, and response to COVID-19 anti-vax mis- and 
disinformation. The Virality Project aims to support information exchange between public health 
officials, government, and social media platforms through weekly briefings and real-time incident 
response.  
 
Public officials and health organizations interested in officially joining this collaboration can reach the 
partnership at info@viralityproject.org. 

In this briefing: 

 

Incidents This Week ● Medical Racism documentary spreads misinformation about 
vaccine safety concerns, primarily on alt-platforms  

● Repeat offenders: “Coalitions” of doctors use their medical 
credentials to further doubts about COVID-19 vaccines 

● Case Study: Former Gates Foundation vaccine scientist raises 
vaccine concerns, comments subsequently spread among 
anti-vaxxers  

● Safety concerns about AstraZeneca vaccine as countries suspend 
batches of the vaccine after reports of blood clots 

● Anti-vaxxers claim vaccination efforts violate Nuremberg Code, 
raise concerns about ‘experimentation’ 

● Right-wing influencers doubt necessity of vaccines after CDC 
guidelines recommend that people still wear masks after getting 
vaccinated 

Non-English Language 
and Foreign Spotlight 

● Actor Eugenio Derbez interviews Anthony Fauci using 
anti-vaccination framing in questions 

● WeChat headline suggests Merck drug means “no need” for a 
vaccination 

Ongoing Themes and 
Tactics 

● Injuries and deaths after vaccines used to further safety concerns 
● Key statistics 
● Appendix 
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Key Takeaways 
● This week, the prominent anti-vax organization Children’s Health Defense released a video titled 

“Medical Racism: The New Apartheid” which combines discussion on the legitimate history of 
medical racism with vaccine misinformation to promote anti-vax narratives. The video has 
not spread significantly on major social media platforms, but it has been shared on private 
Telegram channels. Trusted medical professionals need to continue to be proactive in 
addressing concerns about medical racism in vaccine rollout so that anti-vaxxers cannot 
exploit this distrust first. 

● We continue to see some medical professionals use their credentials to legitimize anti-vax 
concerns. This week, a vaccine scientist’s concern about “escape mutants” was shared widely 
within anti-vaccine spaces and used to drive further fear about vaccines. Scientific-sounding 
communication from purported experts remains an ongoing challenge. 

● Concerns that COVID-19 vaccines are “experimental”' continue to drive online discussions 
about vaccine hesitancy. This has been reinforced by news stories of the suspensions of 
AstraZeneca’s vaccine across European countries after recipients experienced blood clots. Some 
anti-vax and conspiracy theorists falsely believe vaccination efforts violate the Nuremberg Code 
on medical experimentation. 

Incidents this week: 
This section contains key events from this past week as identified by our analysts and stakeholder 
partners.  

Medical Racism documentary spreads misinformation about vaccine safety 
concerns, primarily through private groups 

● On March 11th, the prominent anti-vax organization Children’s Health Defense released a 
documentary titled “Medical Racism: The New Apartheid.” The video connects a legitimate 
discussion of medical racism with misinformation about the safety of vaccines more 
generally, focusing in particular on links between vaccines and autism.  

● The video does not focus entirely on COVID-19 vaccines but instead seeks to spread distrust in 
government institutions and vaccine science using individual stories of Black children being 
diagnosed with autism after receiving other vaccines. 

● A large portion of the video focuses on the WHO’s work in Africa, framing Big Pharma and 
the WHO as part of a neocolonial agenda to “enslave” Africans through drug testing. The 
video uses conspiracies about Bill Gates as well as connections to the history of slavery in Africa 
to further this message. 

● Additionally, the video suggests that Black people possess a “superior immune system” that 
produces higher antibody responses to vaccines in general, eliminating the need for vaccines. 

● This video was available for early viewing March 1-7th through the Jubilee Film Festival, an 
event focusing on civil rights. According to internal data from that streaming platform, the video 
had only 13 views. It is no longer available on that platform. 

 

https://medicalracism.childrenshealthdefense.org/
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● The video, which is now viewable on the film’s website, had extremely low engagement on 
major platforms. The link to the video has only 30 interactions on both Facebook and Twitter. 
The Facebook posts are labeled with a fact-checking article, while the Tweets have no label 
though are receiving limited to no engagement. However, the video is circulating in anti-vax 
Telegram channels. We have seen this link shared in six Telegram channels we monitor with a 
combined audience of roughly 60K members and 5K views of this video among them.  

● Takeaway: People fact-checking or attempting to counter the film should be careful to not spread 
the link to the video or amplify its messaging; reach is still low. This is the most thorough 
fact-checking article EIP researchers have seen to date. Overall, this video symbolizes the 
distrust minority communities may rightly hold towards the medical establishment. Trusted 
medical professionals need to continue to be proactive in addressing these concerns so that 
anti-vaxxers cannot exploit this distrust. 

Repeat offenders: “Coalitions” of doctors use their medical credentials to further 
doubts about COVID-19 vaccines 

● We continue to see coalitions of doctors leveraging their medical credentials to lend 
credibility to vaccine misinformation. This week, a number of these groups were particularly 
active in spreading doubts about the safety and lack of testing around vaccines. 

● For example, on March 10, a group by the name of “Doctors for Covid Ethics” released a letter 
arguing that the safety of mRNA vaccines was not sufficiently tested. The letter, which has 
received more than 11K interactions across anti-vax and medical freedom Facebook Groups, 
masks vaccine misinformation in medical jargon to attempt to add legitimacy to unsubstantiated 
claims. The signees are European doctors who have made debunked claims about COVID-19 in 
the past.  

● On March 8th, “Liberty Coalition Canada,” a group that has previously lead campaigns to re-open 
churches, worked with “Canada Health Alliance,” which describes itself as an organization of 
medical professionals, to spread a 12-minute video with inaccurate COVID-19 claims such as the 
false idea that many people are already protected due to “pre-existing circulating T-Cells.”  

● The video “Canadian doctors speak out” has 18.9K views on YouTube, and has been shared 
among anti-vax and wellness accounts.  

● A recording of a lecture given by Dr. Simone Gold of America’s Frontline Doctors, a group that 
has continuously spread COVID-19 misinformation, spread among Chinese-Americans. The 
video, which has been subtitled in Chinese, spreads false information about the COVID-19 
vaccine. The video of Dr. Gold’s lecture has previously appeared in Chinese-American Telegram 
groups and is now surfacing on New York and California-based WeChat groups. The video has 
more than 46K views.  

● Takeaway: Groups of doctors continue to use their medical titles and jargon to further 
COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccine misinformation.  

Case Study: Former Gates Foundation vaccine scientist raises vaccine concerns 
which spread among anti-vaxxers to fuel anti-vax narratives 

● In contrast to deliberate attempts to spread medical misinformation, we also saw comments from 
a vaccine scientist who had previously worked at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation go 

 

https://medicalracism.childrenshealthdefense.org/medical-racism-the-new-apartheid/
https://www.facebook.com/brotherbenx/posts/2348635241946730
https://www.factcheck.org/2021/03/scicheck-rfk-jr-video-pushes-known-vaccine-misrepresentations/
https://www.factcheck.org/2021/03/scicheck-rfk-jr-video-pushes-known-vaccine-misrepresentations/
https://doctors4covidethics.medium.com/urgent-open-letter-from-doctors-and-scientists-to-the-european-medicines-agency-regarding-covid-19-f6e17c311595
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2020/06/19/impfung-gegen-covid-19-sinnlos-sucharit-bhakdi-stellt-unbelegte-behauptungen-auf/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2020/06/19/impfung-gegen-covid-19-sinnlos-sucharit-bhakdi-stellt-unbelegte-behauptungen-auf/
https://www.libertycoalitioncanada.com/
https://factcheck.afp.com/canadian-doctors-make-inaccurate-covid-19-claims-video
https://www.facebook.com/BLNewsMedia/posts/741785413164343
https://twitter.com/LizEarleMe/status/1370690977262931973
https://www.medpagetoday.com/infectiousdisease/covid19/90536
https://www.medpagetoday.com/infectiousdisease/covid19/90536
https://lbry.tv/@weiyuksj:3/the-truth-about-the-covid-19-vaccine:5
https://lbry.tv/@weiyuksj:3/the-truth-about-the-covid-19-vaccine:5
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viral within anti-vax groups. Dr. Geert Vanden Bossche’s efforts to raise concerns about how 
mass vaccination may lead to increased “escape mutants” are being interpreted as legitimizing 
anti-vax fears about mass vaccinations. Anti-vaxxers have emphasized his credentials to validate 
their pre-existing concerns about vaccines generally. Meanwhile, other credentialed virologists 
have begun attempting to address the claims directly, including in tweets responding to concerns.  

● There have been over 2.5K posts on Facebook about Dr. Bossche’s statements with over 73K 
interactions. These primarily anti-vax posts highlight Dr. Bossche’s work history to frame him as 
a whistle-blower. A recent YouTube interview with Dr. Bossche has over 500K views. 

● Takeaway: Given the eagerness of anti-vaxxers to share headlines from medical sources to 
bolster false claims, even nuanced scientific discussions about vaccine concerns on social 
media may be leveraged to fuel hesitancy. Science communicators should be aware of these 
challenges. 

Safety concerns about AstraZeneca vaccine as countries suspend batches of the 
vaccine after some recipients experienced blood clots 

● True stories of people experiencing blood clots after receiving the AstraZeneca vaccine have 
prompted multiple governments to temporarily suspend vaccinations. This has drawn global 
attention, including among vaccine-hesitant and anti-vaccine communities. 

● Austrian authorities have suspended inoculations with a batch of AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 
vaccine as a precaution while investigating the death of one person and the illness of another after 
the shots, neither of which are confirmed to have been caused by vaccination. An Instagram post 
by prominent conservative British media personality Katie Hopkins, who regularly questions the 
Pfizer vaccine’s safety, saw 5000 likes. Public Facebook posts mentioning “Austria, 
AstraZeneca” saw over 500K interactions last week. 

● Some countries have only banned a specific batch, such as ABV5300. These countries include 
Denmark, Iceland, Norway, Austria, Estonia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Latvia, Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, and Thailand.  

● A tweet from Naomi Wolf, author and conspiracy theorist, was picked up by an Australian 
anti-lockdown page and was reposted to a Spanish language alternative news channel on 
Telegram (5,000+ members) that reaches Latinos in the U.S. The tweet reads “updated AGAIN” 
and lists countries that have suspended the use of the AstraZeneca vaccine. 

● This event received attention within numerous anti-vax Facebook Groups. The suspensions also 
received widespread global news coverage and therefore saw spread beyond anti-vaccine 
communities. 

● Foreign state media from Russian and Chinese has also covered these suspensions. 
● Takeaways: The suspensions of AstraZeneca vaccines in European countries are getting 

significant international coverage. Increased doubts in one manufacturer’s vaccine may lead 
to hesitancy about vaccination overall. We will continue to monitor discussions of these 
suspensions.  

 

https://www.geertvandenbossche.org/
https://www.geertvandenbossche.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PeopleForInformedConsent/posts/4025706017453096
https://www.facebook.com/PeopleForInformedConsent/posts/4025706017453096
https://www.facebook.com/vaccinationinformationnetwork/posts/10160662854628998
https://www.facebook.com/vaccinationinformationnetwork/posts/10160662854628998
https://twitter.com/angie_rasmussen/status/1370223544303452165
https://www.facebook.com/113936880439314/posts/238268408006160
https://www.facebook.com/113936880439314/posts/238268408006160
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJZxiNxYLpc
https://apnews.com/article/germany-suspends-astrazeneca-vaccine-blood-clotting-0ab2c4fe13370c96c873e896387eb92f
https://apnews.com/article/germany-suspends-astrazeneca-vaccine-blood-clotting-0ab2c4fe13370c96c873e896387eb92f
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-austria-nurse/austria-suspends-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-batch-after-death-idUSKBN2AZ0AO
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-03-astrazeneca-vaccine-blame-austria-death.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMJQm07AoDD/
https://www.facebook.com/230670968385516/posts/396375495148395
https://t.me/resurgente2020/14231
https://www.facebook.com/imoparty/posts/2904309916525131
https://www.facebook.com/FoxNews/posts/10160481107191336
https://www.facebook.com/RTnews/posts/10159948228409411
https://www.facebook.com/ChinaGlobalTVNetwork/posts/5923386671035437
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Fake New York Times Vaccine Safety Ranking in WhatsApp Message 
● A WhatsApp message containing a fake New York Times-attributed ranking of vaccines by 

safety elicited a counter-message by the Times on Twitter Mar. 10th. The false ranking places 
Chinese vaccines at the top of the safety list. 

● The message appears to be referencing a NYT op-ed on Feb 5, titled “It’s Time to Trust China’s 
and Russia’s Vaccines,” though the ranking is fabricated and not mentioned in the article. 

● It is difficult to assess the spread of this content on WhatsApp, and likewise where the message 
originated from. Across other social media, this text has low engagement, with several hundred 
interactions on Facebook and several shares on Twitter. 

Anti-vaxxers claim vaccination efforts break the Nuremberg Code, pushing 
concerns about experimentation 

● Anti-vax posts are claiming that vaccination efforts break the Nuremberg Code, a set of research 
ethics principles focused on medical consent. This is a longstanding trope that is being applied to 
COVID specifically. 

● For example, a Tweet thread from March 7th claims that Pfizer has been found guilty of breaking 
the Nuremberg Code for unlawful experimentation, as well as lying to regulators about the safety 
of their products. Other recent posts on Instagram and Facebook have claimed that mass vaccine 
rollouts violate the code, and sometimes extend that to a claim that this will result in “Nuremberg 
2.0,” in reference to a supposed Nuremberg-esque trial that anti-vaxxers hope will take place to 
prosecute those involved in COVID-19 response.  

● A Facebook group for Spanish-speaking Latino Donald Trump supporters re-shared the text of an 
old article claiming a second Nuremberg trial is being prepared to prosecute those who pushed the 
“scam” of COVID-19. The text shares falsehoods about vaccines, including that they are an 
experiment on humans. 

● Takeaway: The Nuremberg Code does not address vaccines, and there is no evidence that Pfizer 
has been found guilty of breaking the Nuremberg Code. Still, comparison to the Nuremberg Code 
is used to elicit fear about the vaccination process. Concerns about the “experimental” nature 
of mRNA vaccines continue to get highlighted in online anti-vax misinformation. 

Right-wing influencers doubt necessity of vaccines after CDC guidelines 
recommend that people still wear masks after getting vaccinated 

● After the CDC put out guidelines on March 9th for fully vaccinated individuals, some right-wing 
influencers online have spread doubt in the necessity of the vaccine due to the need to still 
wear a mask and social distance.  

● Right-wing Pages such as “Trump 2020” have posted articles with the headline, “The CDC Issues 
Warning To Those Who Have Already Received The Coronavirus Vaccine — Claims You 
Should Still Wear Masks, Social Distance.” A majority of the comments on these posts question 
the safety and efficacy of the vaccines. 

 

https://twitter.com/NYTimesPR/status/1369659682600722432
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/05/opinion/covid-vaccines-china-russia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/05/opinion/covid-vaccines-china-russia.html
https://www.facebook.com/394543040752189/posts/1513772368829245
https://twitter.com/babyM28745100/status/1369124544548511749?s=20
https://twitter.com/SCRAP_IRON_RYAN/status/1368747047831080966
https://twitter.com/SCRAP_IRON_RYAN/status/1368747047831080966
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMM9E-OHQy2/
https://www.facebook.com/544190032416397/posts/1829476807221040
https://www.facebook.com/246274566168497/posts/888777908584823
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/06/nuremberg-code-addresses-experimentation-not-vaccines/,
https://www.chicksonright.com/blog/2021/03/08/the-cdc-issues-warning-to-those-who-have-already-received-the-coronavirus-vaccine-claims-you-should-still-wear-masks-social-distance/
https://www.chicksonright.com/blog/2021/03/08/the-cdc-issues-warning-to-those-who-have-already-received-the-coronavirus-vaccine-claims-you-should-still-wear-masks-social-distance/
https://www.chicksonright.com/blog/2021/03/08/the-cdc-issues-warning-to-those-who-have-already-received-the-coronavirus-vaccine-claims-you-should-still-wear-masks-social-distance/
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● This headline has been shared in articles on websites run by Sarah Palin, Ben Shapiro, and other 
prominent right-wing influencers. These articles have a combined reach of 4.3K interactions on 
Facebook. 

Non-English and Foreign Spotlight: 
This section highlights content in additional languages and content spread by foreign state             
media. The non-English content and foreign state media targets users in the U.S. though may               
also have international spread. 

Actor Eugenio Derbez interviews Anthony Fauci using anti-vaccination framed 
questions 

● Mexican actor Eugenio Derbez interviewed Anthony Fauci on Derbez’s Instagram, where he has 
15.9M followers. Derbez called himself a “vaccine skeptic,” saying he is not against vaccines but 
has a lot of doubts and questions. Despite intentions for positive public messaging among 
Spanish speakers, Derbez’s questions amplified vaccine hesitancy and had an overall 
negative effect on public discourse. 

● Derbez, who at the beginning of the interview admitted he is a “vaccine skeptic,” asked Fauci 
several questions popular in the anti-vaccine community, enquiring about pharmaceutical 
companies’ liability, the likelihood of long term negative effects, if injecting humans with mRNA 
is an experiment, why some bishops have told Catholics to avoid certain vaccines and the 
possibility of vaccine mandates.  

● The original interview with Fauci was in English. This interview is spreading in both English and 
Spanish-speaking communities in the U.S. Derbez also shared a version of the interview with 
Spanish subtitles. The original video has received more than 2.1M views; the subtitled video has 
more than 1M.  

● Univision’s morning show, Despierta America, also covered the interview, asking Derbez softball 
questions, uncritical of Derbez’s admitted doubts about vaccine safety, before telling the audience 
that they should be vaccinated. A clip of the interview on Despierta America’s Instagram 
garnered 158,000+ views.  

● Mexican media outlet Milenio (also popular in the U.S. with Spanish speakers) uncritically 
reported that Derbez questions the efficacy of the Covid-19 vaccine and repeats many of the 
doubts he expressed in the video, but not Fauci’s responses. The Milenio article generated 
12,000+ Facebook engagements.  

● Anti-vaccine activists have picked up the original interview and are promoting it to their 
audiences. This includes Del Bigtree and several accounts that publish anti-vaccination content. 

● Takeaway: Despite Anthony Fauci's efforts to respond with true, trustworthy information to 
Derbez's questions, some media outlets uncritically amplified Derbez’s doubts about the vaccine, 
which risks furthering vaccine hesitancy. Communicators should be well aware of the challenges 
as well of the benefits in engaging, and the potential for how even well-intentioned engagement 
may be selectively cut or reframed.  

 

https://www.sarahpalin.com/2021/622137/the-cdc-issues-warning-to-those-who-have-already-received-the-coronavirus-vaccine-claims-you-should-still-wear-masks-social-distance/
https://www.dailywire.com/news/cdc-issues-new-guidance-for-vaccinated-people
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMQOqwxDNy0/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMQOqwxDNy0/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMTZEA-j-4I/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CMSJbBmH459/?igshid=1lgrp3g5ujyzu
https://www.milenio.com/espectaculos/famosos/eugenio-derbez-asegura-cree-eficacia-vacuna-anticovid
https://thehighwire.com/videos/celeb-exposes-faucis-misinformation/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CMaKYskAn8d/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CMXgMbNARG-/
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WeChat headline suggests Merck drug means “no need” for a vaccination 
● An experimental COVID-19 treatment from Merck received coverage from a WeChat public 

account. Though the reporting on the drug’s development is correct, the headline translates in part 
to “no need for a shot.” The new antiviral drug molnupiravir is a treatment for COVID-19 -- it 
does not prevent the illness or replace a vaccine. The article has been viewed 33.4K+ times. 

Ongoing Themes and Tactics: 
This section highlights ongoing themes and tactics that we track each week including notable 
vaccine injury stories and overall key statistics about online vaccine discussions. 

Ongoing Theme: Deaths after vaccines used to further safety concerns 

● Kassidi Kurill, a 39-year-old mother from Utah, passed away in early February four days after 
receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. Coverage of her story has received over 146.2K interactions on 
Facebook in the past week.  

● Haley Brinkmeyer, a 28-year-old physical therapist from Indiana, passed away in late January 
two days after receiving a vaccine. Discussion about her death resurfaced this week after a 
clickbait news site published a story on it. Mentions of her death have received 5.4K interactions 
in the past week on Facebook. 

Key Statistics 

Here we contextualize the above narratives by examining the engagement of other posts from this week.  

● The top Facebook post from this week containing the word “vaccine” was from UNICEF, with 
750K interactions (comments, shares, reactions). The post celebrates the success of COVAX, an 
initiative to distribute the COVID-19 vaccine globally co-led with organizations including the 
WHO and Gavi.  

● This week’s top Instagram post containing the word “vaccine” was a photo of Michelle Obama 
receiving the vaccine. In the caption, Obama expresses her gratitude for being vaccinated and 
encourages others to do the same. The comments express mixed views about the vaccine, and the 
post has received over 2.8M likes. 

● The top Reddit post from this week containing the word “vaccine” shares the news that the 
president of Italy was vaccinated along with other members of his age group, rather than through 
a special process because of his position. The post, shared on r/pics, has received 72.6K upvotes. 

● The top post from a recurring anti-vax influencer on Facebook, Erin at Health Nut News, 
shares an article reporting that a mother in Utah died days after receiving the vaccine. The article 
has received over 47K interactions on Facebook, including 7.6K from Erin’s post. In the article, 
the woman’s father emphasizes that others should still be vaccinated, although they should be 
aware of side effects. 

● The top Tweet from a recurring anti-vax influencer on Facebook was from Alex Berenson. In 
the Tweet, Berenson asks whether COVID-19 vaccine stories that previously received widespread 
attention, including the deaths of Hank Aaron and Marvin Hagler, have now been forgotten. The 
post has received over 7.9K interactions. 

 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/uoz_9crnSuoh9jIP78siXw
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-merck-co-idUSKBN2AY07U
https://kutv.com/news/local/utah-woman-39-dies-4-days-after-2nd-does-of-covid-19-vaccine-autopsy-ordered
https://kutv.com/news/local/utah-woman-39-dies-4-days-after-2nd-does-of-covid-19-vaccine-autopsy-ordered
https://breaking911.com/report-28-year-old-physical-therapist-dies-two-days-after-taking-covid-vaccine-cause-of-death-is-unknown/
https://breaking911.com/report-28-year-old-physical-therapist-dies-two-days-after-taking-covid-vaccine-cause-of-death-is-unknown/
https://www.facebook.com/68793499001/posts/10159170127599002
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMSMkvALl3s/
https://www.reddit.com/r/pics/comments/m15zrx/italys_president_had_no_shortcuts_to_covid/
https://www.reddit.com/r/pics/
https://www.facebook.com/HealthNutNews/posts/4552317928116692
https://www.facebook.com/HealthNutNews/
https://www.foxnews.com/us/utah-mom-dies-four-days-after-taking-covid-vaccine
https://twitter.com/AlexBerenson/status/1371182433870225417
https://twitter.com/AlexBerenson
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Appendix 
We have included some notable screenshots from the above incidents. More screenshots and assets can be 
made available, upon request and as needed!  

 

Links Screenshot 

The majority of the spread of 
“Medical Racism: The New 
Apartheid” that we have been aware 
of has occurred in Telegram groups. 

 

The limited number of posts of the 
documentary on Facebook are 
labeled with a fact check from 
factcheck.org. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/brotherbenx/posts/2348635241946730
https://www.facebook.com/brotherbenx/posts/2348635241946730


Virality Project Weekly Briefing   March  10 - 16, 2021               10 
 

 

The letter this week from “Doctors 
for Covid Ethics” received over 11K 
interactions on Facebook. 

 

Comments from Dr. Geert Vanden 
Bossche were used to legitimize 
anti-vax concerns. 

UK media personality Katie Hopkins 
posted a headline about the 
suspension in Austria of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CMJQm07AoDD/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMJQm07AoDD/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMJQm07AoDD/
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Coverage of AstraZeneca 
suspensions on social media created 
space for people to express their 
vaccine concerns. The most liked 
comments on this Fox News article 
referred to COVID-19 vaccination as 
“human experimentation” similar to 
Nuremberg claims. 

 

A WhatsApp message circulated this 
week with a fake “safety” ranking 
falsely attributed to the New York 
Times. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FoxNews/posts/10160481107191336
https://www.facebook.com/FoxNews/posts/10160481107191336
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A post from conservative 
commentator Ben Shapiro 
emphasizes outrage that people still 
have to wear masks after getting 
vaccines. 

 

https://www.dailywire.com/news/cdc-issues-new-guidance-for-vaccinated-people
https://www.dailywire.com/news/cdc-issues-new-guidance-for-vaccinated-people
https://www.dailywire.com/news/cdc-issues-new-guidance-for-vaccinated-people

