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Press Release
The East Calais Community Trust (ECCT) is excited to announce our selection of the
future operator of the East Calais General Store.

Jessica Quinn is a resident of East Calais, Vermont. Her experience and community
involvement make her a great partner to operate the store. She is eager to immerse
herself in the community as a business owner and preserve the rural Vermont culture by
revitalizing the historic integrity of the General Store.

Jess is an advocate for supporting local products, farmers, makers and artists.  Her
business plan includes a classic farm deli, providing easy meal choices, packaged food,
cheeses, meats, pantry essentials, seasonal produce and convenience items.  Jess
understands how to accommodate a diverse customer base, with hopes to create a
common space for all walks of life in the local community, Route 14 commuters and
summer visitors. She looks forward to meeting everyone and is happy to share her
vision to make the East Calais General Store a vibrant community hub.

Please join us in welcoming Jess to the community. The ECCT will host a meet and
greet with Jess at a later date.

Jess grew up in the foothills of New York’s Adirondack Mountains in the Mohawk Valley,
in a home her father built, on the farmland he grew up on.

After completing Fine Arts school at PrattMWP, Jess worked and lived on a private
estate, independently studying Cordon Bleu Institute-Chef de Cuisine while cooking
fulltime for a successful couple from NYC. After a few seasons, Jess went south to
Florida to continue cooking aboard various boats, pursuing sailing and later completed
her B.S. in Environmental Studies from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, FL. She
continued to pursue art, work as a private chef on boats and traveled. During this time
she committed to not owning a vehicle for 9 years, mainly bicycling while working with
various chefs and captains in the Tampa Bay area.
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In 2013, she bought a car and moved to Vermont to be closer to family. While in
Vermont, Jess pursued catering, property management, farming and raising chickens
and ducks. A unique opportunity presented itself and she opened North Creek Farm &
Market, LLC in Phippsburg, Maine. Jess revitalized the 1800’s salt water farm house
and store and met rose expert Suzy Verrier who previously owned and operated the
property as an eclectic farm-cafe-general store for 20 years. After Suzy sold the
property, the new owners decided they no longer wanted a business on the property
and Jess was forced to close. Later after looking for a new location and relocating back
to Vermont, she discovered the East Calais General Store and became inspired to
dedicate herself to creating the new store.

Jess is currently the facilities coordinator and volunteer curator at the Center for Arts &
Learning in Montpelier, VT.

If you have any questions, suggestions or vendor recommendations, please email Jess
at northcreekcafe@gmail.com or you call her at 802-272-8688.

ECCT Board members Denise Wheeler at 802-456-8730 or via email
cockapoo@myfairpoint.net or Melissa Brough via email mbrough@gmail.com
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