
As we transition away from a fossil fuel economy to one powered by

renewable energy, we must  acknowledge the inequities of + lack of

access to adequate transportation. Acknowledging and

understanding these social, economic and racial inequities is the first

step to dismantling them and creating new frameworks for a future

of transportation planning that is just + accessible for all. 

Many environmentalists assume that transitioning to electric

vehicles and alternative transportation should be a relatively simple

+ essential step to combatting the effects of the climate crisis.

However, looking at this issue through the lens of intersectionality

unveils  how existing plans to divest from gasoline-powered vehicles

do not take into account the negative impacts on BIPOC and low-

income communities. 

This Digital Download will help us explore the complex issues of

transportation equity - let's break down the existing problems of

electric vehicles, public transportation + large-scale corporate

lobbying projects.

TRANSPORTATION EQUITY
THE DIGITAL DOWNLOAD

By Kiana Kazemi



Corporate Lobbying 
Much like fossil fuel corporations that hold great power

in politics, many of the same groups hold leverage over

transportation policy makers. This is why despite major

public support, many large-scale, efficient + interstate

plans for public transportation have failed to come to

fruition. "The infamous Koch brothers[,] billionaire

conservatives[,] have been steadily exerting pressure

against public transit," writes Shannon Osaka in this

article.  Click the image to read more.

Public Transportation 
Studies on public transport explain that a shorter

commute time correlates with reduced levels of

poverty. For many, public transportation is the

only means of access to jobs, education,

healthcare, food, + much more - mobility

suppression has historically been used to oppress

people of color and particularly Black

communities in America. Check out this Patriot

Act video for a further breakdown.

Electrification 
California Governor Gavin Newsom recently signed a

statewide executive order to ban the sale of all new

gasoline-powered vehicles by 2035. It's an important

win for activists who've been up against corporate

fossil fuel lobbyists for decades, as well as

environmental justice advocates highlighting the

disproportionate impact of air pollution on BIPOC

neighborhoods. However, there are still barriers to

access for low-income communities of color to obtain

electric vehicles. Check out the Greenlining Institute’s

EV Equity Toolkit, a great first resource to learn about

this topic + its history.

A BRIEF HISTORY.

READ THIS RESOURCE

WATCH THIS VIDEO

READ THIS ARTICLE

https://www.bustle.com/p/is-burning-sage-cultural-appropriation-heres-how-to-smoke-cleanse-in-sensitive-ways-18208360
https://greenlining.org/resources/electric-vehicles-for-all/
https://greenlining.org/resources/electric-vehicles-for-all/
https://www.bustle.com/p/is-burning-sage-cultural-appropriation-heres-how-to-smoke-cleanse-in-sensitive-ways-18208360
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Z1KLpf_7tU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Z1KLpf_7tU
https://www.bustle.com/p/is-burning-sage-cultural-appropriation-heres-how-to-smoke-cleanse-in-sensitive-ways-18208360
https://grist.org/article/the-koch-brothers-hate-public-transit-but-they-cant-always-stop-projects-in-their-tracks/
https://grist.org/article/the-koch-brothers-hate-public-transit-but-they-cant-always-stop-projects-in-their-tracks/


There's still much to learn on transportation through the framework of intersectionality - for more, check

out the resources below, curated by undergraduate student + researcher at UC Berkeley Kiana Kazemi.

THE DIGITAL DOWNLOAD

1.
Highways gutted American cities. So
why did they build them?

America’s  infrastructure + city

planning have a long history of

discrimination. In addition to 

 redlining practices, highways, bridges

+ roads have served to segregate

communities and continue to divide

predominantly BIPOC communities

from access to many essential needs.

Every Disabled Person Has A Story
About Public Transport Problems -
But Why Should We Have To?

Already difficult to navigate,

inadequate public transportation

planning results in challenges for

many people with disabilities. These

challenges not only cause anxiety

around mobility, but can also have

life altering impacts for those who

greatly need access to these systems.

READ THIS ARTICLE READ THIS ARTICLE WATCH THIS VIDEO  

Why Buses Represent Democracy in
Action

Transport equity is an issue affecting

both the global North + South. In this

video, former Mayor of Bogotá Enrique

Peñalosa reflects on how he helped

transform the community, saying "an

advanced city is not one where even the

poor use cars, but rather one where

even the rich use public transport.”

WATCH THIS VIDEO

How bicycles boosted the women's
rights movement

As another example of the autonomy

+ power of mobility, this Vox video

examines the unique connections

between the women’s rights

movement and increased access to

bicycles.

Why Air Quality is an Environmental
Justice Issue

The issue of air pollution has grown

over the last few decades, especially in

metropolitan areas; and although the

impacts are felt by everyone, there's a

large divide between the highest

emitters + those most impacted.

READ THIS ARTICLE 

The Risks of Traveling While Queer

One method of discrimination faced

by Queer + Trans folks comes in the

form of  harassment when traveling.

In this article, Joanne Spataro shares a

personal anecdote + provides helpful

resources for others.

READ THIS ARTICLE 

This digital download is not all-inclusive. There is still so much to learn and we encourage you to continue

learning by following people who talk about the intersections of sustainability + diversity as they pertain to

justice, education, nature + more. We hope our resources motivate you to continually cultivate a deeper

understanding of the complex issues BIPOC communities face so you can be a better advocate for all people + the

planet.

THE WORK IS NEVER DONE 

https://www.ted.com/talks/enrique_penalosa_why_buses_represent_democracy_in_action#t-5001
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/transport-justice_uk_5b977bf6e4b0cf7b004326fa
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/transport-justice_uk_5b977bf6e4b0cf7b004326fa
https://www.vox.com/2015/5/14/8605917/highways-interstate-cities-history
https://www.vox.com/2015/5/14/8605917/highways-interstate-cities-history
https://www.vox.com/2015/5/14/8605917/highways-interstate-cities-history
https://www.ted.com/talks/enrique_penalosa_why_buses_represent_democracy_in_action#t-5001
https://www.ted.com/talks/enrique_penalosa_why_buses_represent_democracy_in_action#t-5001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPLJgkVsXpE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPLJgkVsXpE
https://www.sierraclub.org/toiyabe/blog/2020/01/why-air-quality-environmental-justice-issue
https://www.sierraclub.org/toiyabe/blog/2020/01/why-air-quality-environmental-justice-issue
https://www.sierraclub.org/toiyabe/blog/2020/01/why-air-quality-environmental-justice-issue
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/opinion/sunday/the-risks-of-traveling-while-queer.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/opinion/sunday/the-risks-of-traveling-while-queer.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/opinion/sunday/the-risks-of-traveling-while-queer.html


We’re excited to bring together resources and grow the IE

platform to serve everyone in our community. We hope you’ll

continue to join us as we dive into more intersectional

environmental topics! In the meantime, we hope you’ll take the

pledge to put your new knowledge to work. Bring these learnings

into your own life—by speaking up, being an ally, or by following

and promoting the incredible work of intersectional activists.

Cheers to your support and to the creation of a more inclusive

planet!

TAKE THE PLEDGE.


