
 

A Solid Step Towards Sustainability: An Analysis of California Senate Bill 1383 
Pranav Moudgalya, January 27, 2022 

 

 
Photo credits: Wikimedia Commons, image utilized under Creative Commons 
 
Food waste is America's quintessential 
sustainability challenge. Indeed, today it 
accounts for roughly 24% of the country's 
landfills by mass and contributes to 
approximately one-third of all human-
related methane emissions nationally. 
Food waste is typically known as 
garbage like food scraps, as well as pet 
food and litter, along with yard 
clippings. Food waste also poses a 
significant economic problem. Annually, 
national food waste management costs 
total over $200 billion, 1.3% of the US 
GDP (EPA, 2021). 
 

To tackle the food waste crisis, Governor 
Newsom signed into state law Senate Bill 
1383 (SB 1383), titled the Short-Lived 
Climate Pollutants Reduction Act. The 
policy requires cities and other 
jurisdictions to, among other policies: 
• Provide an organic waste collection 

option to all residents and 
businesses, 

• Establish an edible food recovery 
program, and  

• Conduct outreach and education 
programs.  

 



 

SB 1383 fits within California's larger 
plan to reduce its 2014 organic waste 
disposal levels by 75% no later than 2025. 
Accomplishing this goal, which will 
divert up to 27 million tons of organic 
waste within the next five years, will 
need the cooperation of all California 
residents (Jones, 2020).  
 
One source of cooperation will come 
from the business community. SB 1383 
mandates that most businesses mobilize 
their food recovery infrastructure. These 
include wholesale food vendors, food 
service providers, grocery stores, and 
food distributors, called Tier One, by 
January 1, 2022; and Tier Two, which 
includes hotels, restaurants, health 
facilities, state agency cafeterias, and 
large venues, by January 1, 2024 
(CalRecycle, 2021). 
 
The state will also provide resources to 
implement this policy. The California 
Department of Resources Recycling and 
Recovery, known as CalRecycle, has 
prepared tools like signage and language 
translations for cities and businesses to 
use for organic waste bins and 
instructions. CalRecycle will also 
provide over $1.3 million in 2022 to 
support community-wide composting 
initiatives (Jones, 2020). 
 
Importantly, SB 1383 is a policy that has 
the potential to transform California's 
carbon footprint, reduce food insecurity 
in the state, and generate economic 
growth. For example, according to a 2016 
study, Massachusetts' 2014 waste 

disposal ban was responsible for over 
$175 million in economic activity 
through new jobs, taxes, and investment 
in capital goods (e.g. waste processors) 
(ICF, 2016).  
 
Massachusetts' ban represents a major 
step forward regarding a myriad of 
sustainability issues. Following the three 
years since the ban was issued, food 
donation in the state increased by over 
20% and food rescue by 60% (Jolicoeur, 
2019). Through the cooperation of 
residents, California can follow suit.  
 
SB 1383 will have some significant costs. 
Residents, for example, can expect their 
waste collection bill to increase up to 
13%, or about $5 per month. Still, 
increasing organic waste collection is 
anticipated to create 17,000 permanent 
green jobs and generate close to $18 
billion in revenue through new organic 
recycling facilities. Moreover, up to $13 
billion in healthcare-related costs may be 
saved by avoiding the public health 
hazards associated with overused 
landfills (West, 2020). 
 
In addition to economic benefits, the law 
will improve people’s quality of life. If 
California can reach its stated 2025 goals 
of reducing organic food waste, the 
effects of greenhouse gas reduction 
would mirror the removal of 1.7 million 
cars from roads, which will put 
California well on track to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2030 (Jones, 2020).  
 



 

Irvine is still in the process of 
implementing the City’s organic waste 
program. In December 2021, the City 
agreed it would enter into “one or more 
contracts for solid [organic] waste 
handling services for the collection, 
processing and disposal of solid waste 
generated at any premises within the 
City” (City of Irvine, 2021). Though the 
law came into effect on January 1, 2022, 
which means all households should put 
food waste into their green “yard 
clipping” bin, the City is continuing to 
develop its program for implementation, 
so there will not be any penalties in the 
short term for noncompliance. 
Households and business can expect 
more information and rules for 
compliance in early spring from their 
waste management service.  
 
SB 1383 represents a change for the 
average person, and often change is 
hard. Yet, for all the great economic and 
environmental benefits the policy will 
provide, SB 1383 represents a big change 
for the better for California and for the 
world.  
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