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5017 37th Ave SW 4230 N Oakland Ave of those Abused by Priests
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Saint Louis, MO 63156

October 11, 2021

Dear Mr. Donnelly:

We are writing to you on behalf of hundreds of thousands of victims of clergy sexual abuse in
the United States. While President Biden’s election has underscored deep divisions in the US
Catholic Church, polarized factions of the church have remained united on one issue: the
institutional concealment of clergy sexual abuse of children and vulnerable adults. As the
nominee for the crucial position of United States Ambassador to the Holy See, you have the
potential to be a force for justice and healing for those of us who have been wounded by the
Church.

As a United States Senator, you established yourself as an ally to survivors. You demanded
transparency and accountability from US military commanders on behalf of victims of sexual
assault, saying sexual assault is a “personal violation of somebody, it is the risk of destroying
that person’s internal soul, their emotional state, their physical state.” When horrific abuse of
young athletes by Dr. Larry Nassar was exposed, you condemned USA Gymnastics for their
lack of urgency in notifying authorities and co-sponsored the bipartisan “Protecting Young
Victims from Sexual Abuse Act of 2017.” Finally, when allegations of sexual assault against
Brett Kavanaugh were made public, you announced you would vote “no” on his nomination,
saying, “As I have made clear before, sexual assault has no place in our society. When it does
occur, we should listen to the survivors and work to ensure it never happens again. That should
not be a partisan issue.” We are asking for your allyship once again. As you may soon be the
chief intermediary between the Biden administration and the Vatican, survivors of clergy sexual
abuse will need you to represent us in the embassy.

The issue of clergy sexual abuse is not far from your own experiences. When you served as a
member and president of the Marian High School Board of Education, a pedophile priest, Father
Joseph W. Gaughan, was the school’s chaplain for all students. In 2019, he was removed from
ministry following accusations of abuse that occurred just prior to his transfer to Marian High
School from your home parish, St. Anthony de Padua. His case now stands before the Vatican
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith. In your hometown of Massapequa, New York, Father



Charles “Bud” Ribaudo, a priest at St. Rose of Lima parish and school, was found to have
abused at least 12 boys in the time period that you attended middle school and high school.

In your statement Friday, you placed human rights on the top of your agenda for how the United
States plans to engage in a partnership with the Holy See. Survivors around the country were
heartened to hear that this is your priority. The rape and abuse of children and its institutional
concealment constitute one of the most serious violations of human rights and religious liberty of
children in the United States and around the world. Despite the prevalence of ongoing
revelations of abuse and coverup across the country, this issue has never been addressed by a
US President or our State Department, even though there is incontrovertible evidence of a
relationship between the coverup of these crimes in the United States and Vatican law, policy,
practice.

Because the US government recognizes the Holy See as a sovereign state and not simply a
religious entity, holding responsible parties accountable for human rights violations requires the
intervention of the United States Ambassador to the Holy See. Astonishingly, to date, this has
never occured, leaving survivors without an advocate to protect their rights as Americans. We
are utterly perplexed and confused as to why this has been the case, but we are confident that
you will work with us to correct this.

In 2018, you said listening to survivors should not be a partisan issue. To that end, we are
looking forward to meeting with you soon to discuss actions and solutions to address the clergy
abuse and coverup crisis. Among these are the following:

● There are currently 24 state attorneys general, Democrats and Republicans, who are
investigating clergy abuse and institutional concealment. As with the Pennsylvania
Grand Jury Report, among the key findings is likely to be evidence of a relationship
between the Vatican and the Catholic hierarchy in the United States. These findings by
US justice officials will require a response from the United States to the Holy See.

● The Vatican has declined to release abuse-related documents and evidence to the US
Department of Justice and state attorneys general. In compliance with Pope Francis’
directive that abolished papal secrecy, the Vatican ambassador must compel the Holy
See to share these documents and criminal evidence.

● We are asking you to endorse the initiative of the National Catholic Leadership
Roundtable that calls on every Catholic diocese to implement full financial transparency
consisting of the release of diocesan finance council meeting minutes, including financial
correspondence between the Vatican and dioceses, especially in US bankruptcy
proceedings.

● We are calling on you to assist and support Pope Francis in making Zero Tolerance a
universal Church law and a central mission of US foreign policy with the Holy See.



It’s clear that President Biden has tremendous respect for you and admiration of your public
service and Catholic faith. As he said, “Joe Donnelly has more character in his little finger than
the vast majority of people I've worked with throughout my career.” A public servant with your
faith and character is just what survivors need.

Sincerely,

Peter Isely, ECA Founding Member, Nate’s Mission Program Director
Sarah Pearson, Nate’s Mission Deputy Director
Tim Law, ECA Founding/Board Member
Zach Hiner, SNAP Executive Director


