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FOREWORD
On behalf of the Trustees of the Towards Zero Foundation 
(TZF) I am pleased to present our 2020 Annual report which 
highlights the main activities we have carried out over the past 
year. Despite the dark cloud of the COVID 19 pandemic we have 
had a very successful year. This was powerfully demonstrated 
when it was announced in December that we had won the 2020 
Prince Michael Premier International Road Safety Award for our 
#50by30 global advocacy campaign.

In 2020 the #50by30 campaign succeeded in its aim to 
establish a new global target to halve road deaths and serious 
injuries by 2030. This target was included in the Stockholm 
Declaration adopted at the 3rd Global Ministerial Conference 
on Road Safety hosted by the Government of Sweden. Then 
subsequently in August the General Assembly of the United 
Nations (UN) adopted a resolution which proclaims a new 
Decade of Action for Road Safety with the #50by30 target as its 
main objective. 

We are very pleased that this major advocacy effort carried out 
by TZF over the last few years has succeeded in setting not 
only a fatality reduction target but also a similar injury reduction 
target for a new decade. #50by30 is a stronger commitment 
than was made at the beginning of the first UN Decade of 
Action (2011-2020) which aimed just to ‘stabilise and then 
reduce’ the number of road traffic fatalities. According to the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) since 2011 there has been 
some stabilization in death rates but not yet a significant impact 
and injuries in many countries appear to be increasing. That is 
why it so important that a new stronger target to at least halve 
road deaths and also injuries has now been agreed. 

The UN General Assembly resolution also recognised the 
role of New Car Assessment Programmes. During the initial 
COVID lockdown Global NCAP testing was suspended but in 
the second half of the year it was resumed, enabling us to end 
the year with a series of crash test results for our ‘Safer Cars’ 
projects in Africa & India and our partner Latin NCAP. This was 
possible with the superb efforts of our partner, the ADAC. 
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to the Landsberg 
Technical Centre team led by Dr Reinhard Kolke. 

We are also very grateful to our major donors the 
Bloomberg Philanthropies, the FIA Foundation, and the 
Alexander Mosley Charitable Trust for their invaluable support. 
I am delighted also to confirm that we have secured now 
multi-annual funding agreements with both the Bloomberg 
Philanthropies and the FIA Foundation. This will ensure that TZF 
and Global NCAP will continue to flourish as we begin a new 
Decade of Action. 

In 2020 we carried out a strategy review to build on our 
existing successful partnership approach and provide a 
framework to promote safe and sustainable road transport 
over the decade ahead. Our 2030 agenda is closely aligned 
to the achievement of the transport related Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and we will continue to 
support related UN initiatives such as the UN Road Safety 
Collaboration hosted by the WHO and the Partnership 
for Clean Fuels and Vehicles led by the UN Environment 
Programme. 

2020 has been a very difficult year for our dedicated 
management team. As well as coping with the challenges 
caused by pandemic, they also suffered a very painful loss  
of their colleague Alex Ward. After becoming unwell last year,  
Alex was diagnosed with motor neurone disease in February  
and passed away in July. Alex will be much missed by  
us all and a full tribute to him is on page 37. The trustees  
and I would like to express our admiration and gratitude to 
the staff under the leadership of our President, David Ward, in 
achieving so much in such a challenging year. Our successes in 
2020 will hopefully have helped establish the foundations for a 
much safer and healthier world by 2030. 

Lauchlan McIntosh
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
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2020 has been a year of unprecedented challenges caused 
by the world’s first fully global pandemic. The extraordinary 
interruption to our lives, work, and mobility due to COVID 19 
is transformational. As the world recovers, hopefully as a result 
of successful global vaccination programmes, we face the 
challenge of how to ‘build back better’ and get back on track in 
support of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

It is too early to forecast the lasting impact of the pandemic. 
As Neils Bohr, the Nobel laureate in Physics, observed, 
“Prediction is very difficult, especially if it’s about the future”. 
But it is inevitable that the decade to 2030 will be a period of 
remarkable transition in our mobility systems. Growth in demand 
for motorised transport worldwide seems inexorable. But this 
makes it even more imperative that we succeed in meeting 
global reduction targets for road deaths and vehicle emissions. 

In this challenging context TZF has carried out a strategy review 
to help frame our priorities over the next ten years. We have 
three main aims for our Agenda 2030.

i) To accelerate progress towards zero negative health impacts 
 of road transport; 
ii) Bend the curve of road transport towards safer and cleaner 
 vehicles; 
iii) By leading partnerships that apply the Safe System approach 
 and the avoid-shift-improve paradigm, especially through 
 implementation of best available technologies. 

To guide our approach TZF has developed a set of scenarios for 
future vehicle growth. Rather than forecasts, our scenarios (see 
page 11) project possible fleet production levels to 2030. They 
show that that even under a decade of zero growth almost 1 
billion new vehicles could be on the road. And it is likely that by 
2030 over two billion motor vehicles will be in use world-wide. 
We also know that, given present trends, the majority will still 
be powered by internal combustion engines and falling short of 
100% penetration of the best available safety technologies. That 
is why TZF is calling for a global commitment to ensure that all 
new vehicles produced between now and 2030 are the safest 
and cleanest ever produced. 

Such a technology transition in the automobile industry is 
essential if the world is to meet the most important SDG related 

road transport targets and the 2015 Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change. We are very proud that our award winning 
#50by30 advocacy campaign has succeeded in establishing a 
new UN target to halve road deaths and injuries by 2030. 
TZF also supports the Global Fuel Economy Initiative’s 2030 
target to double fuel economy for passenger light-duty vehicles, 
and the International Energy Agency aim to achieve a 30% 
worldwide sales share for electric vehicles also by 2030. These 
are key benchmarks which can measure progress over the next 
ten years. 

To meet these targets action is needed to overcome ‘path 
dependency’ which has been a strong characteristic of road 
transport for decades. However, we believe it is possible to 
reduce barriers to deployment and accelerate use of best 
available technologies. Our experience with Global NCAP 
has shown how independent consumer information can be a 
powerful ‘path disruptor’ which, together with government 
regulation, serves as the critical agent for change. That is why 
our expertise in the interactive system of innovation, demand 
pull, and regulatory push will be at the centre of TZF’s 2030 
strategy supporting the SDGs and promoting a mobility system 
that is safe and clean. 

Finally, I would like to join our Chairman in thanking our 
major partners and donors who make our work possible. 
I am also very grateful for the tremendous support of the 
TZF Board of Trustees and our management team. The loss 
of my much-loved son Alex has been a terrible blow for all 
his family and colleagues. Whilst also serving as a local 
Borough Councillor, Alex was working part-time as co-ordinator 
of the #50by30 campaign. He would be very proud that his 
hard work paid off and we now have a UN target to halve 
road deaths and injuries. The challenge now is to make 
#50by30 happen! 

David Ward
President

INTRODUCTION
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Since 2000 more than 1.4 billion new motor vehicles have been 
produced. We are living with the highest level of motorisation 
the world has ever seen. Despite the massive disruption caused 
by COVID 19, it is not clear what its long-term impact will be 
on the levels of demand for motor vehicles. And it is far from 
clear that we yet have reached the ‘peak car’ moment. The total 
number of motor vehicles in use – which probably now exceeds 
1.5 billion - is certainly the highest it’s ever been. Since the 
1970’s the global fleet has roughly doubled every twenty years. 
It is likely, therefore, that over two billion automobiles will be in 
use by 2030. 

Responding to the challenge of unprecedented demand for 
motor vehicles is a challenge for all UN Member States but 
it is a special responsibility for the Group of 20 (G20) leading 
industrialised countries. The top ten vehicle manufacturers 
are all based in G20 countries which account for 85% of total 
passenger car sales. They are the countries, therefore, that have 
the most influence over the automotive market worldwide and 
the greatest ability to transform the safety and environmental 
performance of the global vehicle fleet. 

To help frame policy priorities for the next decade, TZF has 
prepared a set of three global vehicle production scenarios 
to 2030 which take account of the COVID 19 related decline 
in production that has occurred in 2020. These are: ‘Business 
as Usual’ in which post-pandemic production returns to the 
previous annual growth trend of 2.9%; ‘Zero Growth’ in which 
production levels remain flat at the level achieved in 2019; 
and ‘20% Decline’ in which a significant drop in production 
occurs through reduced car dependency. The outcome of these 
three scenarios is striking. By 2030 the number of new vehicles 
taking to the world roads could be as much as 1.41 billion with 
‘Business as Usual’, 971 million with ‘Zero Growth’, and 858 
million with ‘20% Decline’. 

Whichever scenario turns out to be closest to reality, one thing 
is already clear; over the next decade hundreds of millions of 
new vehicles will be joining the global fleet. Clearly ‘Business 
as usual’ will make it far more difficult to meet the SDG related 
road safety and emission targets and will threaten progress 
towards zero adverse health impacts by 2050.

The next decade must secure a fundamental change of direction 
that aims to eliminate traffic deaths caused by crashes or pollution 
and reach carbon neutrality by the mid-point of the 21st century. 
To achieve this #MissionZero2050 we need multiple transitions: to 
avoid risky and polluting travel, to encourage a shift towards less 
dangerous and polluting travel modes, and to mobilize technology 
that improves the safety and environmental performance of road 
transport. To be successful this ‘avoid, shift and improve’ paradigm 
must fully embrace ‘systems thinking’ because it is this kind of 
holistic structural adaptation that is most likely to succeed in 
making our mobility markets safer and less polluting by design. 

Promoting technology transition will be a key focus of TZF over 
the next decade. We believe that the key agents of change are 
the feedback loops and dynamic interaction of public policy 
goals, innovation, consumer demand, and regulation. These 
are the market shaping factors, co-created by governments, 
industry, and civil society, that will stimulate the deployment of 
the best available transport technologies that are the essential 
springboard for #MissionZero2050. 

The first stage of #MissionZero2050 is to ensure that the world’s 
next decade of new vehicles are safer and cleaner than ever 
before. That is why we endorse three vehicle related targets 
for 2030: to double global fuel efficiency of new passenger 
light-duty vehicles as proposed by the Global Fuel Economy 
Initiative; to reach 30% sales share of the global fleet for electric 
vehicles as proposed by the #EV30@30 campaign; and to ensure 
that 100% of new and used vehicles meet high quality safety 
standards, (such as the most important UN Regulations) as 
proposed in the voluntary global road safety target for vehicles. 

These targets are important for all UN Member States, but the 
strong commitment of G20 countries and their major vehicle 
manufacturers will be critical to their achievement. We, therefore, 
hope that the Italian Presidency of the G20 and the Leaders’ 
Summit to be held in 2021 on October 30th and 31st will 
recognise the imperative of action to reach the targets by 2030. 
Together with policies that reduce car dependency, and promote 
more human centred and liveable cities, in the next decade they 
will be the building blocks for the achievement of a mid-century 
Mission Zero transformation to safe and clean mobility.  

Two Billion Cars by 2030: 
Time for a Mission Zero
Commitment by the G20 

ANNUAL REPORT 2020



12

DELEGATES TO THE SIXTH 
MEETING OF THE GLOBAL 
ALLIANCE OF ROAD SAFETY 
NGOS IN CHANIA, CRETE.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE EXPERT 
ROUNDTABLE ON ROAD 
SAFETY TARGETS HELD AT 
THE EBRD.

TOMAS ENEROTH, 
SWEDEN’S MINISTER OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE, SPEAKING 
AT THE 3RD GLOBAL 
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 
ON ROAD SAFETY. 
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TZF’s #50by30 campaign to establish a new global target to 
halve road deaths and serious injuries by 2030 was launched in 
2019 at the Sixth Meeting of the Global Alliance of Road Safety 
NGOs in Chania, Crete. We argued that setting a new target 
was essential to serve as a benchmark for a renewed effort to 
dramatically cut the 1.2 million lives lost every year in crashes on 
the world’s roads.

The UN Decade of Action began in 2011 with a goal to ‘stabilize 
and then reduce’ road fatalities. This was followed by an SDG 
target (3.6) to halve road deaths by 2020. According to the 
WHO over the last ten years the number of road deaths has 
stabilized despite growth in population and motorization. 
But there has not been a significant reduction and TZF was 
concerned that without a new target, political commitment to 
action to improving road safety would diminish. 

To support #50by30, in May 2019, we hosted an international 
expert roundtable on road safety targets hosted by the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. This 
endorsed the call for a new target and assisted the preparation 
of a TZF Memorandum that was submitted to the 3rd Global 
Ministerial Conference on Road Safety hosted by the Swedish 
Government in Stockholm on 19th-20th February 2020 (see 
page 15) and also to the 74th Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

Ahead of the Stockholm Conference, TZF undertook an 
extensive advocacy campaign encouraging governments and the 
road safety community to support the #50by30 target, not only 
for fatalities but also to include serious injuries. Our participation 
in the preparatory process for the Ministerial also helped ensure 
that we obtained the very welcome support of Mr Tomas 
Eneroth, the Swedish Minister for Infrastructure, who served as 
the Conference host. TZF was, therefore, delighted when the 
Stockholm Declaration adopted at the meeting called on UN 
member states to halve road deaths and injuries by 2030. 

The outcome of the 3rd Ministerial Conference was then 
referred to the UN General Assembly ahead of a scheduled 
debate on global road safety. TZF again followed up with 

advocacy efforts focused on UN Ambassadors of Member States 
based in New York. Due to COVID 19 restrictions, consideration 
of this agenda item was carried out virtually. However, on 31st 
August the General Assembly adopted a resolution ‘Improving 
Global Road Safety’ (A/RES/74/299) which, “Proclaims the 
period 2021–2030 as the Second Decade of Action for Road 
Safety, with a goal of reducing road traffic deaths and injuries by 
at least 50 per cent from 2021 to 2030”. 

The resolution is far stronger than the equivalent text adopted 
by the General Assembly in 2010 which mandated the first 
Decade of Action and represents the UN’s strongest ever road 
safety commitments. Among 40 recommendations the General 
Assembly also:

• endorses the Stockholm Declaration; 
• encourages promotion of the Safe System approach;
• includes strong recommendations on vehicle safety and 
 encourages member states to support consumer information 
 of vehicle safety through NCAPs;
• supports the voluntary global road safety performance 
 targets;
• convenes a high-level meeting of the General Assembly on 
 road safety no later than end of 2022. 

TZF is delighted that the #50by30 campaign achieved its 
main objective and has helped establish a new framework for 
commitment and accountability for road injury prevention in 
the decade ahead. The resolution’s support for the Safe System 
approach and NCAPs also serves as a strong endorsement of 
TZF’s own agenda of 2030 priorities. 

Finally, in December we were very proud that TZF and our 
#50by30 campaign was chosen, from all the annual Prince 
Michael International Road Safety Award recipients, to be the 
winner of the 2020 Premier Award. In a letter confirming this 
prestigious award HRH Prince Michael said, “The success of 
the #50by30 campaign has been outstanding. To have been 
the catalyst for the target to be included in the Stockholm 
Declaration was a real achievement. To then have followed this 
with the UN General Assembly Declaration is truly impressive”. 

#50BY30
The Target for a 
New Decade of Action
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DAVID WARD WITH JEAN 
TODT (UN SPECIAL ENVOY), 
ZOLEKA MANDELA (CHILD 
HEALTH INITIATIVE), ETIENNE 
KRUG (WHO), AGNES 
BINAGWHAO (UNIVERSITY 
OF GLOBAL HEALTH EQUITY), 
LORD ROBERTSON (FIA 
FOUNDATION) AND LOTTE 
BRONDUM (NGO ALLIANCE)

HRH PRINCE MICHAEL OF 
KENT PRESENTING THE 
DECADE OF ACTION AWARD 
TO SWEDEN’S MINISTER OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 
MR TOMAS ENEROTH.

GLOBAL NCAP SECRETARY 
GENERAL ALEJANDRO FURAS 
SPEAKING IN THE PANEL 
DISCUSSION ON 
VEHICLE SAFETY.

THE SAFER CARS FOR AFRICA 
NISSAN NP300 CAR-TO-CAR 
CRASH TEST DISPLAY IN 
STOCKHOLM CENTRAL STATION.

OPENING CEREMONY 
OF THE STOCKHOLM 
CONFERENCE .
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The 3rd Global Ministerial Conference on Road Safety was held 
in Stockholm on 19th-20th February. Hosted by the Swedish 
Government the meeting’s aim was to review progress on 
the first UN Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020 
and propose new priorities for 2030 aligned with the SDGs. 
Attended by 1,700 delegates from 140 countries the Conference 
adopted the Stockholm Declaration and succeeded in shaping a 
powerful agenda for action for the next ten years. 

Opening the Conference His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustav 
described one impressive outcome of Sweden’s approach 
to road safety over the last fifty years. “In 1970”, he told 
delegates, “more than 200 Swedish children lost their lives 
in road traffic accidents. According to the latest available 
statistics, that number is now down to 16. Of course, 16 is still 
not zero, but it is a lot better than 200”. Highlighting the main 
recommendations of the Stockholm Declaration the Conference 
host Mr Tomas Eneroth, the Swedish Minister for Infrastructure, 
called on UN Member States “to help reduce road fatalities by 
at least 50 per cent from 2020 to 2030”. He continued that a 
strong political commitment is now needed at all levels, together 
with regional and national strategies for road safety action plans. 

TZF played a major role both before and during the Stockholm 
Conference. David Ward served on its Steering Committee and 
Alejandro Furas on an Academic Expert Group that together 
guided preparations for the Ministerial. The Expert Report 
‘Saving Lives Beyond 2020: The Next Steps’ endorsed TZF’s call 
for a #50by30 target and included nine policy recommendations 
many of which were reflected in the Stockholm Declaration. 
These include powerful proposals on sustainability reporting, 
procurement, modal shift, children and youth, safe infrastructure, 
safe vehicles including fleets, zero speeding, 30 km/h limits, and 
incentivising and investing in safety technologies.

In Stockholm TZF hosted a pre-event on Global NCAP’s 2030 
Road Map for Safer Vehicles. This was organised in partnership 
with the Inter-American Development Bank, the International 
Motor Vehicle Inspection Committee, the World Bank’s Global 
Road Safety Facility and UK AID. TZF also co-sponsored a 
‘People’s Exhibition’ held in Stockholm Central Station organised 
by the Road Safety NGO Alliance. Global NCAP’s contribution 

was an impressive display of two crashed Nissan NP300’s from 
the ‘Safer Cars for Africa’ project demonstrating the poor 
crashworthiness of the South African version compared to the 
similar European model.

During the Conference itself Jessica Truong moderated a panel 
discussion on vehicle safety at which Alejandro Furas and others 
had a lively debate with Erik Jonnaert, the Special Envoy for 
Road Safety of the International Organization of Motor Vehicle 
Manufacturers (OICA). TZF and Global NCAP remain very critical 
of OICA’s unimpressive ‘Manifesto for Road Safety’ issued in 2019 
which recognises the need for wider application of minimum UN 
vehicle safety standards but only on a very delayed timescale that 
is behind market trends in fitment of key safety technologies. 

David Ward also moderated a side event on ‘Mobilizing 
Parliamentarians for Road Safety jointly organised by TZF, the 
WHO, and the Global Network for Road Safety Legislators. This 
network was originally established on the initiative of TZF and 
the WHO at the 2nd Global Ministerial Conference on Road 
Safety held in Brasilia in 2015 and encourages parliamentarians 
worldwide to support best practices in road injury prevention 
and the #50by30 target. 

TZF also organised a special lunch for Commonwealth 
delegations to the Conference hosted by HRH Prince Michael 
of Kent (see page 17). At the end of the lunch the Prince 
presented the Prince Michael Decade of Action to the Swedish 
Government in recognition of their global leadership in road 
safety. The award was accepted by Mr Tomas Eneroth, the 
Swedish Minister for Infrastructure. 

The 3rd Global Ministerial was a path breaking event that 
succeeded in setting an agenda for road safety action to 2030. 
For TZF it represented a major advocacy achievement securing 
a high profile for Global NCAP, our Commonwealth Initiative, 
and securing endorsement of the #50by30 campaign. We also 
recognise how fortunate the road safety community was in 
managing to hold this just ahead of the COVID 19 pandemic 
lockdown. The subsequent endorsement by the UN General 
Assembly of the Stockholm Declaration and the #50by30 target 
was a very satisfying outcome. 

Achieving Global Goals 2030:
3rd Global Ministerial 
Conference on Road Safety

ANNUAL REPORT 2020
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BARONESS VERE, UK 
ROAD SAFETY MINISTER, 
SPEAKING AT THE LUNCH 
FOR COMMONWEALTH 
MINISTERS.

IAIN CAMERON, TZF 
TRUSTEE, SPEAKING AT 
THE LAUNCH OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH ROAD 
SAFETY INITIATIVE IN 
LONDON.

COMMONWEALTH YOUTH 
DELEGATES AT THE 
STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE 
WITH HRH PRINCE MICHAEL 
OF KENT.
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Launched in 2019 the Commonwealth Road Safety Initiative (CRSI) 
aims to include road injury prevention on the agenda of the 54 
member countries of the Commonwealth. According to WHO 
data road deaths across the Commonwealth exceed 500,000 
annually. The WHO also confirms that road traffic injuries are the 
leading cause of death for children and young people aged 5-29 
years. This is a major challenge for the Commonwealth as over 
60% of the populations of its countries are under 30. The road 
safety performance of Commonwealth member states ranges 
from 3 to 35 per 100,000 population which underlines the huge 
potential for many countries to make substantial improvements.

To highlight these opportunities, in 2019, the CRSI published an 
expert panel report chaired by Professor Agnes Binagwaho, Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Global Health Equity in Rwanda, 
and Iain Cameron, Chair of the Road Safety Council of Western 
Australia and TZF Trustee. The report recommended that road 
safety be included on the agenda of the next Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) that was due to 
be held in Kigali, Rwanda, in June 2020, and encouraged the 
adoption of the #50by30 target to halve road deaths and serious 
injuries by 2030. 

In February 2020, at the 3rd Global Ministerial Conference on 
Road Safety in Stockholm, a special side event was hosted by 
HRH Prince Michael of Kent for Commonwealth delegations. 
Ministers of Health, Transport and senior officials from, inter 
alia, Australia, Canada, Botswana, India, Malaysia, Nigeria, 
Uganda and Zambia attended. Guest speaker was Baroness 
Vere, the UK Road Safety Minister, who expressed her support 
for Commonwealth cooperation on road safety and stressed the 
mutual benefit that can be derived from sharing best practice. 

A presentation was made by Commonwealth representatives 
of the Youth for Road Safety (YOURS) organization and HRH 
Prince Michael also challenged delegates about this vital issue. 
“If there is one single tragic fact about road transport that 
should capture all our attention it is this. Road traffic injuries 
are now the leading cause of death for children and young 

people aged 5 to 29 years. It is the most natural human instinct 
to protect our children and yet today we expose them to the 
greatest risk of lethal injury on our roads. In support of the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals, much is being done – and 
rightly so – to protect under-fives from the risk of malnutrition 
and life-threatening diseases, and yet relatively speaking far less 
effort has been made to make our roads as safe as possible for 
children and young people”. 

Unfortunately, soon after the Stockholm meeting the 2020 
CHOGM was postponed due to the COVID 19 pandemic. It has 
now been rescheduled for the week of 21st June 2021. Despite 
this delay TZF and the CRSI has continued to engage with the 
Commonwealth to encourage awareness of road safety. 

TZF has been become an accredited Commonwealth 
organization and has been cooperating with the Commonwealth 
Secretariat on youth road safety issues. As part of the 
‘Commonwealth Action Series’, in association with YOURS, 
the Commonwealth Youth Programme, and the CRSI, on 27th 
October a webinar was held focusing on road safety as the 
biggest killer of young people in the Commonwealth. TZF is also 
assisting the Commonwealth Secretariat in preparing road safety 
content for the next edition of the Global Youth Development 
Index. This contains indicators that measure progress in 
youth development in 183 countries and is intended to help 
governments identify related evidence-based policies. 

This contribution to the Commonwealth’s important work 
on Youth augurs well for TZF’s wider goal of encouraging 
Commonwealth countries to raise their level of commitment 
to road injury prevention in line with the global target to halve 
road deaths and injuries endorsed by the UN General Assembly 
in August 2020. To encourage progress toward the #50by30 
target there is great potential to harness the road safety 
expertise available across the Commonwealth. That is why in 
2021 the CRSI will renew the call to include road safety on the 
Commonwealth agenda and hopes this will be acknowledged at 
the Kigali CHOGM in June 2021. 

Putting Road Safety
on the Commonwealth Agenda
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DAVID WARD
SHOWING DR TEDROS 

ADHANOM GHEBREYESUS 
THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 

OF THE WHO, INDIA’S FIRST 
EVER FIVE STAR CAR, THE 

TATA NEXON.

DAVID WARD IN DELHI WITH 
A WRECKED TATA NANO.

FORMER GLOBAL NCAP 
CHAIRMAN, MAX MOSLEY 
AND DAVID WARD BEING 
PRESENTED WITH THE 2016 
PREMIER AWARD BY 
HRH PRINCE MICHAEL..

SAFETY PROGRESS 
DISPLAYED IN THIS CAR TO 
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In 2021 Global NCAP will celebrate its tenth anniversary. Over 
the last ten years it has become a global leader in advancing 
vehicle safety. With vital support from Bloomberg Philanthropies 
and the FIA Foundation, it has promoted the development of 
NCAPs in all world regions. Global NCAP has served as the 
primary funder of Latin NCAP (launched in 2010) and helped 
to initiate ASEAN NCAP in 2012. To encourage pilot NCAP 
projects in other emerging markets, Safer Cars for India was 
launched in 2014 and Safer Cars for Africa in 2017. 

A major objective for Global NCAP during the first UN Decade 
of Action has been to try to eliminate the sale of cars that 
scored zero in NCAP tests. As vehicle production has shifted 
over the last twenty years to emerging markets a significant gap 
in regulatory standards developed. This created an incentive 
for manufacturers to sell older sub-standard platforms or even 
launch new models that fail to meet the minimum UN crash test 
standards in poorly regulated markets. To discourage this Global 
NCAP has used its #NoZeroStarCars campaign to ‘name and 
shame’ manufacturers that sell models that still fail to meet the 
most important UN vehicle safety standards. 

At the same time a constructive dialogue has been maintained 
with individual manufacturers, welcoming progress when it 
is made. Global NCAP has also called on manufacturers to 
respond to calls for a global voluntary commitment to apply 
minimum UN vehicle safety standards proposed by Jean Todt, 
the UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for Road Safety 
and by Michael Bloomberg, the WHO Ambassador for Non-
Communicable Diseases. We remain disappointed that the 
industry’s global association, the International Organization of 
Motor Vehicle Manufacturers (OICA) has so far failed to respond 
positively to these requests to meet minimum safety standards. 

Global NCAP’s efforts during the Decade of Action have 
resulted in significant improvements in vehicle safety. The 

number of zero star ratings has fallen and five star results are 
now common in ASEAN NCAP, and Latin NCAP. And both Tata 
and Mahindra have now achieved this accolade in the Safer 
Cars for India project. We also now estimate that over 90% of 
the global new passenger car market meet UN front and side 
crash regulations and the fitment rate of electronic stability 
control (ESC) has doubled to over 80% of new light duty vehicles 
worldwide.

This progress will reduce road deaths. A study published in The 
Lancet Global Health to assess the life-saving potential of nine 
proven safety technologies in Latin America found that improved 
vehicle design would result in 28·1% fewer fatalities deaths in 
the Latin and Caribbean region. By extrapolation, the report’s 
authors suggest that if every vehicle in the world was upgraded 
to the safest in its class, approximately a quarter to a third of 
road traffic deaths and injuries could be avoided. 

The important role of NCAPs has been recognised in the latest 
UN General Assembly resolution and we were delighted that in 
2016 Global NCAP won the Prince Michael Premier International 
Road Safety Award. But Global NCAP cannot afford to rest on 
its laurels. There is still much more action required to ensure that 
the next decade’s production of new vehicles will be safer than 
ever before. 

That is why in 2021 Global NCAP will launch a new 2030 road 
map of vehicle safety priorities to catalyse further progress and 
fitment in all vehicle classes of key safety technologies such 
as ESC, Autonomous Emergency Braking, Intelligent Speed 
Assistance and also Anti-Lock Brakes in Motorcycles. We 
anticipate that the 2030 road map will be launched at Global 
NCAP’s 2021 World Congress due to be held on 26-28 October 
in Tianjin, China, in association with China NCAP. The following 
pages describe Global NCAPs work over the last decade with 
our key NCAP partners and projects. 

Global NCAP:
A Decade of Achievement
& Ambitions for 2030 
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ZOLEKA MANDELA 
SUPPORTING TZF’S #50BY30 
CAMPAIGN WHILST VISITING 
THE NISSAN NP300 CAR TO 

CAR DISPLAY IN STOCKHOLM 
CENTRAL STATION.

ALEJANDRO FURAS 
SPEAKING AT A RESULTS 
LAUNCH OF SAFER CARS 
FOR AFRICA.

THE ZERO STAR NISSAN 
NP300 MISLEADINGLY 
BRANDED AS A SO CALLED 
‘HARDBODY’.



21

In 2017 Global NCAP launched the first ever programme 
of independent motor vehicle safety rating on the African 
continent. with our partner the Automobile Association of South 
Africa. In 2020 the Safer Cars for Africa project completed a 
fourth round of testing some of the most popular cars sold in 
South Africa. We are also delighted that we have reached the 
historic milestone of Africa’s first five star car with the Indian-
made Mahindra XUV 300. 

The results show that of the sixteen models tested so far most 
would pass the benchmark UN regulation for frontal impact 
which is not yet applied by any country in sub-Saharan Africa. 
However, three models, the Chery QQ3, the Great Wall Steed 
5, and the Nissan NP300 Hardbody performed very badly. They 
scored zero stars in the frontal impact crash carried out at 64 
km/h which confirms a high risk of fatal or serious injury. It would 
not be legally permissible to sell these cars in regulated markets 
such as the European Union or Japan. 

The Nissan NP300 is a particularly poor example of a zero star 
car. It is fitted with dual air bags and is marketed by Nissan as 
the ‘Hardbody’ which conveys an image of strength and with 
a so-called ‘Safety Shield’ to protect occupants. This is highly 
misleading. In the Global NCAP test the bodyshell collapsed 
and both the steering column and the airbags failed to mitigate 
risk of injury. The very bad result for the NP300 is a concern not 
just in South Africa but elsewhere as Nissan is trying to increase 
exports of this vehicle across the African continent. 

To highlight the double standard of manufacturers continuing 
to sell zero star cars in Africa that they cannot sell in regulated 
markets, Global NCAP carried out an NP300 car-to-car test. 
A new NP300 from South Africa was crashed into a five year 
old second-hand European similar NP300. The new car rated 
zero compared with a four star score for the older version. 
Both NP300 were shown at the 3rd Global Ministerial 
Conference on Road Safety in a display in Stockholm’s Central 
Station. The Hon Fikile Mbalula South Africa’s Minister of 
Transport, and Zoleka Mandela, Ambassador of the Child 
Health Initiative, were among many VIPs to visit the exhibit 

which attracted considerable interest from the public and 
international media. 

Improving vehicle safety is clearly an important priority for 
Africa as despite having the least number of registered 
vehicles, the continent has the highest fatality rate per 100,000 
population in the world. Global NCAP has, therefore, used 
the results from our Safer Cars for Africa project to encourage 
Africa Governments to apply the most important UN vehicle 
safety regulations. We have engaged with the UN Economic 
Commission for Africa, participated at the First African 
Road Safety Forum hosted by the Moroccan Government in 
Marrakech in 2018, and contributed to the EU African Union 
Transport Taskforce established in 2019. 

In February 2020 the Taskforce issued its final report with 
recommendations on key areas of transport co-operation, 
including road safety. On vehicle safety the Taskforce recognized 
the work of the Safer Cars for Africa project and proposed that 
“African Governments should be encouraged to apply the UN’s 
priority regulations to both new and used vehicles and promote 
consumer awareness initiatives to encourage the purchase of 
safer vehicles. Exporting countries should ensure – by legislation 
or voluntary commitments – by the end of 2020 that used cars 
that fail to meet the applicable UN priority vehicle regulations 
or have scored zero-star in an NCAP test are banned from 
exportation”.

In future we hope to extend the Safer Cars for Africa project so 
that we can test vehicles from across the continent and include 
testing of second-hand models that dominate the markets of the 
region. It is sometimes assumed that used imports will be less 
safe than new cars, but as our NP300 car-to-car test showed this 
is not necessarily the case. Vehicles that are five years old from 
Europe or Japan will exceed UN crashworthiness standards and 
include the crash avoidance system ESC. It is clear, however, that 
across Africa a major effort is required to improve the regulatory 
requirements for both new and imported older cars and we 
hope that the Safer Cars for Africa project can contribute to this 
important task.

Safer Cars for Africa
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THE ZERO STAR MARUTI 
SUZUKI S-PRESSO.

INDIA’S FIRST FIVE STAR CAR 
THE TATA NEXON.

DAVID WARD WITH SRI NITIN GADKARI, 
INDIA’S MINISTER OF HIGHWAYS AND 
DIPAK DASH OF THE TIMES OF INDIA.

MAHINDRA’S FIVE STAR 
XUV 300 WINNER OF THE 
PRESTIGIOUS ‘SAFER 
CHOICE’ AWARD.
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Ten years ago India had no crash test standards and the Tata 
Nano was struggling to become commercially viable even as 
the world’s cheapest ultra-low cost vehicle. By 2020 India is 
now applying the most important UN passenger car crash tests 
and some of its leading domestic brands are competing to 
obtain five star scores in Global NCAP’s ‘Safer Cars for India’ 
project. This extraordinary transformation makes India the most 
improved country in vehicle safety standards in the first UN 
Decade of Action 2011-2020. 

We are proud of the contribution our ‘Safer Cars for India’ 
has made to this success and grateful to our local partner the 
Institute for Road Traffic Education for their invaluable support. 
In January 2014 our first Indian crash test results revealed that 
some of the country’s best-selling small cars would fail the UN’s 
frontal impact crash test standard and scored zero stars in our 
NCAP test at 64 km/h. The Tato Nano, although far from a best 
seller also was rated zero, performing the worst of all the models 
tested. Six years and 42 crash test ratings later Global NCAP has 
succeeded as a catalyst for dramatic change. 

The Tata Nano is no longer in production and instead the 
company’s reputation for safety has been transformed by the 
five star Nexon and Altroz models. Tata now confirms our belief 
that safety sells. It is the number one reason cited by customers 
for choosing their cars and has driven their market share to 
highest level since 2013. But Tata is also facing impressive 
competition. In February 2020 Mahindra’s XUV 300 scooped the 
prestigious ‘Safer Choice’ Award for achieving the highest five 
star result and additional requirements including four star child 
occupant protection, ESC, and pedestrian protection. 

Unfortunately not all manufacturers are responding as positively. 
It was disappointing to see in December 2020 the Maruti Suzuki 
S-PRESSO be rated zero stars. The vehicle is only equipped with 
a driver’s side airbag and gives the impression that the company 

is reluctant to do more than the bare minimum to keep their 
customers safe. 

Looking ahead we would especially like to see a permanent 
Bharat New Car Assessment Programme take over the role 
of our ‘Safer Cars for India’ project and include a much 
wider number of models being tested. This would be greatly 
encouraged if the Indian Government would consider making it 
mandatory to display an NCAP rating label on all new cars sold 
in India. 

This would be an excellent additional step to the strong 
legislative action already taken by the Indian Government. 
Between 2015 and 2020 the Government has mandated new 
regulatory standards that will transform the safety performance 
of India’s future vehicle fleet. Anti-lock brakes (ABS) for 
motorcycles over 125cc, ABS, airbags, speed alert, seat belt 
reminders front & side crash test and pedestrian protection for 
all new cars together represent a great leap forward for road 
safety in India. That is why we were delighted in 2018 to present 
the Global NCAP Innovation Award to the Indian Government’s 
Minister of Highways and Transport, Shri Nitin Gadkari. 

Our major technology priority now for India is to accelerate 
fitment of electronic stability control (ESC). The availability 
of ESC in India is still too low at about 18% of new vehicles 
compared with an average of almost 80% globally. So we were 
delighted that at Global NCAP’s 2018 World Congress held in 
Delhi, the Ministry for Highways and Transport pledged to make 
ESC compulsory from 2022. This is a very important commitment 
and we look forward to its implementation not just for passenger 
cars but for trucks and buses too. But manufacturers don’t have 
to wait for regulation, they can voluntarily make ESC standard 
now. To encourage this, we plan to make fitment of ESC a 
requirement to qualify for five stars in our ‘Safer Cars for India’ 
crash tests from the end of 2021. 

Safer Cars for India
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ASEAN NCAP HAS 
PIONEERED MOTORCYCLE 
BLIND SPOT DETECTION.

A FIVE STAR SCORE FOR THE 
HONDA CITY.

DR KHAIRIL ANWAR, 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
MIROS AND SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF ASEAN 
NCAP (IN YELLOW JACKET) 
AT THEIR CRASH LAB IN 
MELAKA.

A MOTORCYCLE ANTI-LOCK 
BRAKES DEMONSTRATION AT 
A STOP THE CRASH EVENT 
HOSTED BY ASEAN NCAP.
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In 2021 ASEAN NCAP will mark their 10th Anniversary and 
we look forward to celebrating a remarkable decade of 
achievements. We are very proud to have served as a founding 
partner of ASEAN NCAP since its formation. Hosted by the 
Malaysian Institute for Road Safety Research (MIROS), ASEAN 
NCAP aims to improve vehicle safety standards, raise consumer 
awareness, and build a market for safety across South East Asia. 
In 2012 they inaugurated their own crash test laboratory MIROS 
PC 3 in Melaka with technical support provided by Australasian 
NCAP and Euro NCAP. ASEAN NCAP has released 135 ratings 
to date, covering over 90% of the market. One in ten cars in the 
region now have been rated and pleasingly 90% of the cars are 
rated four or five stars. 

ASEAN NCAP is continually evolving its test requirements to 
tackle the most important safety issues and encourage best 
available technologies. From 2013, for example, to be eligible 
for a five star rating ESC and seat belt reminders had to be 
fitted and a side impact test was required for a rating above four 
stars. From 2017 ASEAN NCAPs tests for occupant and children 
protection and crash avoidance were combined into a single 
rating system and in 2018 a new ASEAN NCAP Road Map 2021-
2025 was published providing a strategic framework for the 
further development of the programme. 

The new Road Map has a major new focus on motorcycle safety 
which is very important given the 80% share of powered two 
wheelers on the roads in the ASEAN region. In a world first 
for NCAPs, the programme will include blind spot detection 
and visualisation technologies for cars. These are estimated by 
ASEAN NCAP to be able to avoid 37% of bike/car collisions. 
They will also promote Advanced Rear-View Mirrors to help 
drivers remain alert to motorcycles and other smaller vehicles. 

Further strengthening its crash avoidance requirements, the 
new Road Map is adding City and Inter-Urban AEB. Occupant 
protection improvements will include rear seat belt reminders 
and child presence detection technology to avoid leaving 
children unattended in a car. The new Road Map has been 

subject to extensive stakeholder consultation led by ASEAN 
NCAP’s dynamic Secretary General Ir Dr Khairil Anwar Abu 
Kassim who in 2020 was also appointed Director General of 
MIROS. 

ASEAN NCAP has also been at the forefront of another major 
legislative achievement. The Malaysian Government’s Ministry 
of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs is introducing a 
requirement that manufacturers must display an ASEAN NCAP 
safety rating label for all passenger cars whether they have been 
rated or not. This will hugely increase the availability of safety 
information at point of sale and will encourage car makers to 
ensure that their products are ASEAN NCAP rated. This is a 
major step forward in vehicle safety labelling. Malaysia is now set 
to join the USA as the only countries so far that have legislated 
to give consumers the information they need to buy the safest 
car they can afford.

ASEAN NCAP has also been a strong supporter of our Stop the 
Crash Partnership. In recent years they have hosted three major 
demonstration events in Malaysia, Thailand, and Indonesia. 
These highlighted the benefits of crash avoidance technologies 
such as ESC and motorcycle ABS and encouraged governments 
to take legislative action. This has delivered concrete results. For 
example, in 2016 at the demonstration event in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia’s then Minister of Transport, Dato’ Sri Liow Tion Lai 
made a commitment to make ESC compulsory. This came into 
force in June 2018 making Malaysia the first ASEAN country to 
mandate this highly effective anti-skid technology. Motorcycle 
ABS is also now on the legislative agenda in both Malaysia 
and Thailand and we strongly support making this life saving 
technology a standard fit for all new motorcycles capable of 
exceeding 50 km/h.

Our work with ASEAN NCAP serves as a world class example 
of a partnership promoting innovation, capacity building, 
and legislation for stronger vehicle standards & consumer 
rights with the shared aim of improving road safety across South 
East Asia. 

ASEAN NCAP
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A STOP THE CRASH 
DEMONSTRATION OF ESC 
HOSTED BY LATIN NCAP.

THE BEST SELLING FIVE STAR 
CHEVROLET ONIX.

ALEJANDRO FURAS, 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
LATIN NCAP SPEAKING TO 
THE MEDIA.

THE 2016 CAR TO CAR 
CRASH TEST AT THE 
INSURANCE INSTITUTE FOR 
HIGHWAY SAFETY OF THE 
NISSAN VERSA AND THE 
TSURU.
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In 2020 Latin NCAP celebrated its tenth anniversary. It’s first 
test results were launched in Montevideo, Uruguay in October 
2010. Since then Latin NCAP has released 135 crash test ratings 
and served as a unique force driving up vehicle standards and 
consumer awareness. To date 67 models have scored either 
four or five stars which is a level of safety significantly above any 
regulatory requirements applied by governments in the region. 

Latin NCAP has been a powerful force in Global NCAP’s 
campaign against zero star cars. For example, in 2016 Latin 
NCAP arranged a dramatic car-to-car crash test at the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety laboratory that crashed a Mexican 
Nissan Tsuru (Nissan’s least expensive sedan) into an American 
Nissan Versa (the company’s least expensive sedan available 
in the USA). The Tsuru had previously been rated zero by Latin 
NCAP in 2013 but Nissan had rejected calls to axe production of 
the car. The spectacular collapse of the Tsuru’s bodyshell in that 
2016 car-to-car test confirmed the very poor safety performance 
of the Mexican version with the result that Nissan withdrew the 
car from sale in Mexico late that year. 

Another positive example of Latin NCAP’s power to change 
manufacturers’ behaviour is the evolution of the Chevrolet Onix 
produced by General Motors. The best-selling Onix was tested 
by Latin NCAP in 2017 and was rated zero with a particularly 
poor side impact score. Following constructive dialogue with 
GM, the side impact structure of the car was improved and 
the car was rated 3 stars. Later, the replacement version of the 
Onix was tested in 2019 and scored an impressive five stars for 
both adult and child protection. The car has six airbags, ESC as 
standard, and also earned Latin NCAP’s Advanced Award for 
pedestrian protection. Given the market leading role of the Onix 
in Latin America such a huge advance in safety performance well 
above minimum regulatory requirements is remarkable. 

However, under the more demanding 2020 test protocols, 
regrettably, there are still zero star cars sold in the Latin 
American market. For example, both the Ford Ka and the 
Hyundai HB20, two of the most popular models in Brazil, were 
rated zero in 2020. The lack of ESC as a standard fitment was 
a significant factor in both results. Sadly, no country in the 

region has yet mandated ESC so Latin NCAP has included this 
life saving technology in an upgraded test protocol. Acting to 
accelerate technologies ahead of legislation is a key role for 
NCAPs around the world. That is why Latin NCAP will be adding 
more advanced driver assistance systems, including AEB, speed 
assistance, blind spot detection and lane support which will be 
progressively applied to its test requirements by 2024. 

In 2020 a new report jointly published by the Inter-American 
Development Bank, the UN Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, University of Chicago and Latin 
NCAP, showed the powerful potential of improved vehicle safety 
to save lives. The study evaluated the benefits of full adoption of 
key safety technologies (including seat belts, ESC, airbags, head 
restraints, side impact and pedestrian protection in Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico and Uruguay). For the six 
countries, it estimated a potential overall reduction of 33,000 
(28%) fatalities annually. The report clearly shows the need for 
a combination of regulatory action to apply the most important 
UN vehicle safety standards and independent consumer ratings 
provided by Latin NCAP supported with mandatory safety 
labelling.

To give the public easy access to their crash test results, Latin 
NCAP has also launched a mobile app and, following the 
successful experience of ASEAN NCAP in Malaysia will be 
campaigning for mandatory labelling across Latin America. 
Resources permitting, they will also try to maintain their Latin 
American Child Restraint Systems Evaluation Programme 
(PESRI), which aims to raise awareness amongst consumers of 
the importance of using child seats. 

In December 2020 at their General Assembly, Latin NCAP 
members have elected Stephan Brodziak of Mexico’s El Poder 
del Consumidor as the new Chairman of the Board of Directors 
for the next 3 years. Stephan Brodziak succeeds Ricardo Morales 
who served as Chairman since 2017 and who will continue as 
representative of the Automobile Clubs in the Latin NCAP Board 
of Directors. Stephan Brodziak is the coordinator of the Vehicle 
Safety Campaign of El Poder del Consumidor in Mexico and has 
been a member of Latin NCAP since 2015. 

Latin NCAP
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ESC CAN AVOID OVER 38% 
OF FATALITIES IN LOSS OF 

CONTROL CRASHES.

MOTORCYCLE ANTILOCK 
BRAKES CAN REDUCE FATAL 
AND SERIOUS INJURIES 
BETWEEN 32% & 42%.

AEB CAN AVOID 35% OF 
REAR END CRASHES.
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The Stop the Crash Partnership was launched at the 2nd Global 
High-Level Conference on Road Safety hosted by the Brazilian 
Government in Brasilia in 2015. The Partnership aims to raise 
awareness and fitment levels of today’s most important crash 
avoidance technologies that can significantly contribute to 
reducing deaths and serious injuries on the road. These are 
the anti-skid system ESC, autonomous emergency braking 
(AEB), and motorcycle anti-lock braking system (ABS). Led by 
the Towards Zero Foundation, the Partnership includes Bosch, 
Continental, Denso, and ZF and has been recognised by the UN 
as a multi-stakeholder partnership in support of the SDGs.

It is, of course, far better to avoid a crash than to have one, and 
there is good evidence of life-saving potential of the Stop the 
Crash technologies. It is estimated that ESC, which has been 
mandatory in most high-income countries since 2011, can avoid 
38% of fatalities in loss of control crashes. AEB has been shown 
to lead to a 35% reduction in rear-end crashes. And motorcycle 
ABS has been estimated to reduce fatal and serious injuries 
in some EU countries in a range between 32% and 42%. The 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety in the US also estimates 
that an ABS equipped bike is 31% less likely to be involved in a 
fatal crash.

Since 2015 global demonstration events have been organised 
by the Partnership around the world, in Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, China, Germany, Greece, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, 
South Africa, Thailand, the United Kingdom and Uruguay. 
Participants have included Government Ministers, senior policy 
makers, media, fleet managers, and road safety advocates. 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID 19 pandemic, our planned Stop 
the Crash demonstrations have been postponed. But we have 
sustained the Partnerships profile in our 2020 communications 
and by highlighting crash avoidance technologies in Global 
NCAP’s safety ratings. 

The Partnership’s activities have led to specific commitments 
to accelerate fitment of the focus technologies. In 2016, for 
example, the Malaysian the Minister of Transport participated 
in the Partnership event in Kuala Lumpur, committing the 
Government to legislate for ESC which subsequently came 

into force in 2018. In 2017 at the Partnership 
event in Shanghai, our host the China Automotive Technology 
and Research Centre negotiated a commitment by nine 
Chinese manufacturers (accounting for 85% of the market) 
to equip all new models with ESC from 2018. And then during 
the Partnership event organised in Delhi during the Global 
NCAP World Congress in 2018, the Indian Government 
confirmed that legislation for ESC and AEB will be introduced 
from 2022. 

Commitments like this are essential in order to meet the 
voluntary global safety performance target to achieve 100% 
fitment by 2030 of life saving technology such as ESC. 
Encouragingly we have seen good progress in the fitment rate of 
ESC which has doubled over the last ten years to reach 80% for 
new passenger cars. This success has been driven by including 
ESC in NCAP rating systems, by government regulation, and the 
awareness raising efforts of the Stop the Crash Partnership. In 
combination these efforts have made ESC the most improved 
safety technology of the first UN Decade of Action. 

The challenge we face is to achieve 100% ESC fitment for 
the global fleet (both new and used) by 2030. A recent study 
by the UK Transport Research Laboratory and Bloomberg 
Philanthropies shows that if ESC was now made compulsory 
by all G20 countries, almost 420 million cars could be 
equipped with ESC by 2030. This equates to around 83% of 
the predicted total car fleet, an increase of almost 200 million 
vehicles compared to current market trends. This shows that if 
all countries followed the G20 in regulatory action then 100% 
ESC penetration by 2030 would be achievable but legislative 
decisions are needed now. 

The Stop the Crash Partnership also exemplifies the 
effectiveness of Agenda 2030 implementation through multi-
stakeholder partnerships as called for in SDG 17. The private 
sector has a huge role to play in road injury prevention and our 
Stop the Crash Partners demonstrate this through their strong 
commitment to technology innovation that can contribute 
significantly to the #50by30 campaign to halve road deaths and 
serious injuries by 2030.

Stop the Crash
Partnership 
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EURO NCAP HAS 

LAUNCHED SAFETY RATINGS 
FOR VANS THAT INCLUDES 

PEDESTRIAN AEB.
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For many businesses, driving for work purposes is the greatest 
risk faced by their employees. Road crashes at work are an 
unfortunate and frequently tragic everyday occurrence. It has 
been estimated, for example, that in Australia, the EU and 
the USA, work-related motor vehicle crashes cause between a 
quarter and over a third of all work-related deaths. That is why 
the UN General Assembly’s 2020 resolution ‘Improving Global 
Road Safety’ specifically calls for the adoption of policies “to 
decrease work-related road traffic crashes” and “to enforce 
international standards on safety and health at work, road safety 
and adequate road and vehicle conditions”. 

In May 2014 at a special Forum on Fleet Safety hosted by 
Australasian NCAP in Melbourne, Australia, Global NCAP 
published the first edition of its Fleet Safety Guide and Safer Car 
Purchasing Policy. To take account of technology and market 
developments it has been subsequently updated three times. 
The latest version recommends the following for passenger cars: 

• Wherever possible, choose a five star car (and never less 
 than four stars) as rated by a recognised New Car 
 Assessment Programme and,

• Obtain confirmation from the manufacturer that the vehicle 
 passes the latest version of the following United Nations (UN) 
 vehicle safety regulations (or equivalent national performance 
 requirements with effective conformity of production).
 
 A. Must Have Requirements (For immediate application as 
  the minimum safety requirements)
 • Braking – UN Regulation 13
 • Seat belt anchorages – UN Regulation 14 
 •  Safety belts and restraint systems – UN Regulation 16 
 •  Frontal collision protection – UN Regulation 94
 •  Side collision protection – UN Regulation 95 
 • Pedestrian safety – UN Regulation 127/GTR 9
 •  Electronic stability control – UN Regulation 140/GTR 8 
 •  ISOFIX Anchorages – UN Regulation 145 
 
B. Highly Recommended Requirements (Highly recommended 
 for purchase or lease if available)
 • Advanced Emergency Braking Systems – 
  UN Regulation 131
 •  Pole Impact Protection - UN Regulation 135 

Global NCAP’s guidelines are also consistent with an important 
recommendation included in the Stockholm Declaration which 
calls on public and private sector organisations to adopt 
procurement policies that include the “purchase of safe and 
sustainable vehicle fleets”. A good example of this practice 
has been the recent decision of the UK Government from 31st 
December 2020 to only buy Euro NCAP rated five star cars 
which must also meet the latest EU vehicle emission regulations. 

As part of our 2030 Road Map, Global NCAP’s guidelines will 
be updated again in 2021 and their scope extended to include 
some commercial vehicle categories. Given their levels of usage 
and kilometres driven commercial vehicles inevitably face a high 
risk profile. In the UK, for example, vans are involved in more 
crashes that result in fatal injuries to other road users, per mile 
travelled, than any other type of vehicle. But making matters 
worse is the fact that vans lag behind cars in the fitment of vital 
crash avoidance technologies. For example, only 12.8% of new 
vans were fitted with AEB as standard in 2019, compared to 
62% of new cars. Meanwhile across the world COVID-related 
lockdowns have created a surge in demand for delivery services, 
and as a result, many areas have seen a rise in the number of 
commercial vans on the road.

To help close this safety performance gap, in 2020, Euro NCAP 
and ANCAP launched a new Commercial Van Safety Rating that 
assesses the performance and fitment of AEB, speed limiter, 
lane support systems, and seat belt reminder technology. In 
the first batch of tests, only VW’s Transporter, Ford’s Transit 
and Mercedes-Benz’s Vito earned a ‘Gold’ rating. Five other 
vans were rated ‘Silver’, and six were ‘Bronze’. Five vehicles 
performed so badly they were given a ‘Not Recommended’ 
rating. Euro NCAPs results reveal the strong potential for safety 
ratings to influence fleet procurement and raise the safety 
performance of commercial vehicles. 

At a global level over the next decade we will continue to 
encourage both the public and private organisations to choose 
best available technologies and the safest and cleanest vehicles 
they can afford. Using Global NCAP’s guidelines and adopting a 
five star commitment will be the best way for fleet managers to 
meet their duty of care for employees, reduce the costs of road 
crashes, and demonstrate real commitment to corporate social 
responsibility. 

Global NCAP 
Fleet Safety Guide & 
Vehicle Purchasing Policy
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THE CAR TO CAR CRASH 
TEST OF A NEW SOUTH 
AFRICA NP300 AND A 
SECOND-HAND EUROPEAN 
VERSION. 
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Communicating
Safety
Creating compelling communications is central to TZF’s mission to raise road safety 
awareness and effect positive policy change. Our advocacy work combines impactful 
media strategies with rigorous technical expertise and multi stakeholder partnership 
building. Campaigns are integrated across owned and earned channels, with strong 
support from a global community of road safety advocates as well as TZF’s strategic 
funding partners, the Bloomberg Philanthropies and the FIA Foundation.

Winning the confidence of the news media across all our programmes occupies a 
crucial position in validating TZF’s messaging and amplifying the effectiveness of our 
reach. This is especially true for Global NCAP, TZF’s highest profile programme, where 
engineering excellence and proactive communications work hand in glove to build and 
sustain consumer trust. 

Global NCAP’s goal is to inform and empower consumer choice and catalyse markets 
for safer vehicle design. In Latin America, Asia, India and most recently in Africa, we 
have seen some remarkable progress in resetting industry commitments to safety. 
In each target market Global NCAP works with key in country partners to develop 
campaigns which follow a carefully calibrated plan of integrated media and advocacy 
activity at a local and global level.

Initially the focus is on leveraging consumer information to help create a strong 
demand for safer choices. This often requires Global NCAP to very publicly challenge 
poor crash test performance. This ‘name and shame’ phase continues until auto makers 
respond to the perceived needs of an increasingly well informed customer. 

In the second phase, manufacturers attaining good results begin to promote their 
success. This phase is pivotal because it unlocks significant marketing spends and 
embeds NCAP objectives in the brand positioning of individual auto makers. Global 
NCAP works closely with these brands to endorse and amplify success stories. 

Following the tipping point of ‘differentiation marketing’, Global NCAP seeks to 
galvanise competitors to engage in a cycle of performance catch up until a new, and 
improved base line of general safety performance is reached - often well beyond 
minimum regulatory requirements. 

In the final phase, Global NCAP’s evolving protocols help maintain a continuous 
commitment to safety improvement and best practice. During each phase of the 
communications cycle every opportunity is taken to call out failure and to champion 
success. Each narrative has an audience, with social media providing new and highly 
creative ways for Global NCAP to engage directly with consumers, often outside the 
confines of a given geographical media market. 

Social media content about crash test results in Africa may generate a major news story 
in India. And vice versa. Poor manufacturer performance in Latin America may raise 
media questions in Asia or Europe. Global NCAP recognised the importance of these 
online ecosystems early on and has worked hard to leverage its trusted position with 
communications content designed to inform, educate and accelerate real change.
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With the rest of the world we are hoping that the COVID 19 
pandemic recedes in 2021. Rather than return to normal we 
support the movement to ‘build back better’. That is the spirit 
in which we will support the launch of a new Decade of Action 
for Road Safety and the progress needed to meet all the SDG 
related 2030 targets for improved safety, air quality, and reduced 
carbon emissions. These must be achieved if the world is to 
begin a decisive transition towards zero negative health impacts 
from road transport. 

In 2021 TZF will actively engage with the follow up to the 
Stockholm Declaration and the UN General Assembly resolution 
‘Improving Global Road Safety’. We will support the work of 
the UN Road Safety Collaboration in developing a new global 
plan for the Decade and preparing for the High-Level General 
Assembly Meeting likely to be held in 2022. We will also 
participate in a new initiative by the International Transport 
Forum to prepare a report on implementation of best practices 
in the Safe System approach to road injury prevention. 

We will also launch our proposals for the G20 to become 
the global leader in promoting sustainable transport. As the 
source of the majority of the world’s new motor vehicles and 
the home base of the top ten manufacturers, TZF will examine 
the pathways to fitment of best available technologies that 
can ensure that all the automobiles produced in the next ten 
years are safer and cleaner than ever before. Such a transition 
is an essential part of the avoid/shift/improve paradigm which 
we believe is essential to build back better and make progress 
towards a world of zero fatalities and emissions. 
 
Over the next decade we will further develop our partnership 
approach of promoting sustainable development. Partnerships 
are central to the implementation of the SDGs and recognised 
as such in Goal 17. TZF has a proven track record of mobilising 
multi-sector networks involving both the public & private 
sectors and civil society. We want to strengthen this successful 
experience by renewing our existing partnerships and trying to 
establish new ones. Innovators, suppliers, investors, insurers, 

fleets, motoring organisations, and society in general, will 
benefit from enhanced partnerships to promote the rapid 
introduction of technologies for safer and cleaner mobility 
systems that will achieve the #50by30 target and all the road 
transport related SDGs. 

In 2021, for example, we aim to relaunch Global NCAP as 
a partnership - instead of a programme - to enhance our 
engagement with the NCAP community worldwide. The new 
partnership will be launched at the 2021 Global NCAP World 
Congress which is scheduled to be hosted by China NCAP and 
the China Automotive Technology & Research Centre from 
26-28 October in Tianjin, China. The World Congress will also 
celebrate Global NCAP’s 10th Anniversary and launch its Road 
Map 2030 which will set out our recommended list of ‘most 
wanted’ best available technologies. Meanwhile we will continue 
to support the crash test activities of Safer Cars for Africa, Safer 
Cars for India and Latin NCAP and continue our collaboration 
with ASEAN NCAP on vehicle safety.

Pending progress in curbing COVID 19 in 2021 we will also 
resume our postponed Stop the Crash global demonstration 
events. We also hope to host activities for the Commonwealth 
Road Safety Initiative at the 2021 Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting due to be held in Kigali, Rwanda in the 
week of 21st June. 

Finally, TZF is reorganising its management team with 
Alejandro Furas and Jessica Truong now serving as joint 
Secretary Generals responsible respectively for Global NCAP 
and TZF. David Ward will be transferring some day-to-day 
management roles to Alejandro and Jessica but will remain as 
President of the Management Team. Richard Woods will serve as 
Special Advisor, Advocacy and Communications. Building on our 
renewed support from both Bloomberg Philanthropies and the 
FIA Foundation, the Board of Trustees and the Management 
Team look forward to another successful decade and 
contributing to an irreversible shift in favour of safe and 
sustainable mobility by 2030. 

Looking Ahead
to 2021
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ALEX AT A MEETING
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ALEX WITHHRH PRINCE 
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ALEX SPEAKING AT A 
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LONDON IN 2016. 
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Alex Ward was as the Co-ordinator of TZF’s #50by30 campaign. 
He also represented TZF at meetings of the UN World Forum 
for Road Traffic Safety and at the European Transport Safety 
Council. In May 2019 Alex was elected as a Councillor on 
Ashford Borough Council in Kent. He was very interested in 
local road safety issues and served as a member of the Council’s 
Transportation Board. 

Alex played an important role in the #50by30 campaign. He 
helped prepare briefing materials, mailing lists, and organise 
events. This vital background work ensured that by the time 
of the 3rd Global Ministerial Conference on Road Safety in 
February, the proposal to halve road deaths and serious injuries 
by 2030 had been accepted as a key outcome of the meeting. 

Illness sadly prevented him from attending the Ministerial 
Conference but immediately afterwards he encouraged support 
for the Stockholm Declaration. He was delighted with the 
success of the #50by30 campaign and would have been thrilled 
that in December it won the 2020 Prince Michael Premier 
International Road Safety Award. 

In response to the Stockholm meeting Alex was hopeful that 
local government would be inspired to demonstrate strong 
leadership in global road safety. In March 2020 he published a 
blog that encouraged councillors and mayors in cities, towns, 
and villages to take the lead in developing local road safety 
plans to meet the #50by30 target. 

“The lesson for local government leaders everywhere is that they 
need to be champions of ambitious and properly resourced road 
safety plans at national as well as local level. I would, therefore, 
strongly encourage my fellow local government Councillors 
around the world to challenge their national governments 
to respond to the Stockholm Declaration’s call for action. 
Meanwhile we can use the Stockholm Declaration as a guideline 

for the adoption by our own authorities of #50by30 road safety 
plans”.

“Although the Covid 19 outbreak is overshadowing us all in 2020 
we cannot forget the challenge of implementing the SDGs. When 
they were adopted in 2015, Heads of Government agreed that 
the Agenda 2030 Goals were “integrated, indivisible, global in 
nature and universally applicable”. Inevitably that means that road 
safety must be a priority for local government. Far too many 
people are dying on our local and rural roads for us not to try 
at least to halve deaths and serious injuries by 2030. That is the 
#50by30 challenge issued in Stockholm and it is one that I hope 
Councillors and Mayors around the world will willingly accept”. 

The full article can be read here: Why Local Government 
Must Be On The Frontline Of Global Road Safety 
(towardszerofoundation.org) 

In June 2019 Alex began to experience difficulties walking 
and these gradually worsened over the remainder of the year. 
After two periods of investigation at the Kent and Canterbury 
Hospital, Alex was diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease 
in February 2020. This cruel terminal condition causes severe 
disability and speech loss. Despite his chronic illness Alex 
remained an active Councillor, participating in virtual meetings 
during the COVID 19 lockdown. In March he was thrilled to 
become an uncle when his sister Katerina gave birth to a son 
Luca. On July 6th Alex married his long-term partner of ten 
years Elizabeth Mylonogianni. 

Alex aged 31 passed away peacefully on Wednesday 22nd July 
at the Kent and Canterbury Hospital. He will be sorely missed by 
his family, TZF colleagues, and many friends. Those wishing to 
celebrate his life are asked to make a donation to the Alex Ward 
Fund which is supporting research to find a cure for MND – see: 
www.alexwardfund.org.

In Memoriam
Alex Ward
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The charitable objects of the Towards Zero Foundation are 
for the promotion of public safety and public health, and for 
the protection and preservation of human life and for the 
conservation, protection and improvement of the physical and 
natural environment in particular by:

(a) Promoting international co-operation on road safety, 
 recommending effective policies and programmes and 
 the application of best practices for road injury prevention 
 by governments, private sector and civil society in support 
 of a future in which roads are free from fatal and serious 
 injuries thorough a safe system; and

(b) Encourage international co-operation on sustainable mobility 
 and effective policies and programmes to reduce road 
 transport related pollutant emissions and improve motor 
 vehicle fuel efficiency. 

(c) To carry out research on road safety and sustainable 
 mobility policies and programmes and disseminating the 
 results to the public; and provide advice and information to 
 the public, international institutions and agencies, 
 government departments, local government, educational 
 establishments and other public, voluntary and charitable 
 bodies on effective road injury prevention and sustainable 
 mobility policies, and programmes. 

(d) promoting and conducting independent research and testing 
 programmes that will assess the safety and environmental 
 characteristics of motor vehicles and their comparative 
 performance and disseminating the results to the public; and

(e) promoting the development of new car assessment 
 programmes, by providing financial support and technical 
 assistance, and facilitating international co-operation with 
 and between such programmes.

(f) To give awards to recognize achievement in effective road 
 injury prevention and sustainable mobility policies, projects 
 and programmes.

Our Objects 

ANNUAL REPORT 2020
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DAVID WARD SPEAKING 
AT THE NGO ALLIANCE 
EXHIBITION OPENING IN 
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Our activities benefit the public by helping to reduce road 
traffic deaths & injuries and lower harmful vehicle emissions. 
Our projects and partnerships advocate for the achievement 
of the Agenda 2030 transport related SDGs and encourages 
better regulation and market demand for safer and cleaner 
technologies in support of our objects. 

We measure the effectiveness of our work by monitoring the 
following criteria: resource mobilization, partner mobilization, 
innovation, sustainability, communication, and impact effects. 
Resource mobilisation: In 2019/20 our Global NCAP projects 
succeeded in leveraging additional resources both from vehicle 
manufacturers (having models independently selected and 
tested at their own expense) or funded by philanthropic sources. 
Despite to COVID 19 pandemic our testing activity in 2020 has 
been maintained. 

Public Benefit 
& Effectiveness 
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Partner mobilisation
In 2019/20 we extended the timescale of the Stop the Crash 
Partnership from its initial three-year period from 2015 to 2018 
until the end of 2021. Despite the COVID 19 pandemic we have 
continued to work closely with our partners and sustain the 
profile and effectiveness of our campaign activities. Through 
the CRSI and engagement with the Commonwealth we are 
increasing the scope of our potential partners substantially. 

Innovation
The success of our award winning #50by30 campaign is an 
example of innovation in our advocacy work which has helped 
to secure an agenda for action on road injury prevention for 
the decade ahead. Our Global NCAP projects and the Stop the 
Crash Partnership are continuing to promote the introduction of 
best available safety technologies in major emerging markets. 

Sustainability
We have renewed multi-year grant agreements with the FIA 
Foundation and Bloomberg Philanthropies which ensures that 
we will be able to sustain our work at least until 2025. 

Communication
A proactive and integrated approach to communication 
underpins all our programme activities, through the activation 
of our owned media channels and from leveraging our unique 
content via earned media. We build strong media partnerships 
with major news outlets in the countries where we are active, 
as well as amplifying the coverage via social media to globalise 
our advocacy messaging and engagement. The impact of this 
local/global strategy for owned and earned media has been very 
successful, particularly with our Safer Cars for India, Safer Cars 
for Africa and Stop the Crash projects. 

Impact effects
Our advocacy work at the UN through the #50by30 campaign 
has succeeded in strengthening global commitments to 
road safety and the transport related SDGs. Global NCAP 
projects and the Stop the Crash Partnership have encouraged 
governments to improve vehicle safety regulations, 
manufacturers to produce safer vehicles cars, and provide the 
pubic with independent consumer safety information. 
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The Towards Zero Foundation is a UK registered charity working 
internationally for a world free from road fatalities and life 
changing serious injuries by promoting safe and sustainable 
development. We endorse the Safe System approach to 
guide journeys towards zero. And we support the ‘avoid, 
shift, and improve’ paradigm for sustainable mobility. We 
provide a platform for award winning global programmes and 
partnerships, working for ambitious improvements in road 
transport to risks to public health. The Foundation supports 
the UN’s transport related sustainable development goals. Our 
current major projects include:

• The Global New Car Assessment Programme
• The Stop the Crash Partnership
• The Commonwealth Road Safety Initiative 
• The #50by30 Campaign to halve road deaths and serious 
 injuries by 2030

We are proud to have won on two occasions the Prince Michael 
Premier International Road Safety Award; in 2016 by Global 
NCAP and in 2020 by TZF for the #50by30 Campaign. 

We have consultative status with the UN and participate in the 
UN Global Forum for Road Traffic Safety, the UN World Forum 
for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations and the UN Road 
Safety Collaboration.
We are a member of the Bloomberg Initiative for Global Road 
Safety, The European Transport Safety Council, the International 
Road Traffic Safety Data and Analysis Group (IRTAD) of the 
International Transport Forum, the UK Parliamentary Advisory 
Council for Transport Safety, and the Partnership for Clean Fuels 
and Vehicles hosted by UNEP. 

We have also served on a range of intergovernmental advisory 
bodies including the Steering Committee for the Third Global 
Ministerial Conference on Road Safety, The WHO Advisory 
Committee for the 2018 Global Status Report on Road Safety, 
and the International Transport Forum/OECD Working Group on 
Safe Systems.

About Us 
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