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Key Takeaways
● There are 4 pre-steps required before submitting a direct grant application:

○ Register in the System for Award Managemnt (SAM):
https://sam.gov/content/home

○ Register in FedConnect: https://www.fedconnect.net/
○ Complete and submit the Pre-Award Information Sheet - Due April 28:

https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Pre-Award%20Information%
20Sheet_edited%203.21_vF.pdf

○ Review an account in Performance Accountability for Grants in Energy (PAGE)
System

● All entities are required to submit an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy
(EECS)

○ NREL is providing one-on-one technical assistance to help participants
develop your EECS

○ You can submit your EECS with your application or complete it as the first step
in your award.

Webinar recording and presentation slides are available on the EECBG Program Page under

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.fedconnect.net/
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Pre-Award%20Information%20Sheet_edited%203.21_vF.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Pre-Award%20Information%20Sheet_edited%203.21_vF.pdf


“Previous Webinars”:
https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program

Upcoming Webinars
● April 18th at 3pm ET: Webinar about the vouchers process
● May 4th: Webinar about DOE technical assistance offerings

Biden-Harris Administration Priorities

EECBG Program Overview

The Justice40 Initiative: Executive Order 14008

- Over 140 DOE programs are covered under the Justice40 Initiative, including EECBG
Program

https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program


Justice40: DOE Priorities and Screening Tool

- Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool: https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/
- DOE Justice40 website: https://www.energy.gov/diversity/justice40-initiative

EECBG Program

https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/
https://www.energy.gov/diversity/justice40-initiative


Program Eligibility and Funding Distribution

- States are required to sub-grant at least 60% of their funding allocation
- If your organization receives formula funds, you are NOT eligible for the competitive

program
- NREL is helping with additional support through application process
- Additional information on the allocation formula information can be found on the Federal

Register:
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/29/2022-13859/notice-of-availability-
of-state-local-and-tribal-allocation-formulas-for-the-energy-efficiency-and

What do I need to know before applying?

- First confirm that you are eligible. Eligible entities are posted on the EECBG Application
Hub

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/29/2022-13859/notice-of-availability-of-state-local-and-tribal-allocation-formulas-for-the-energy-efficiency-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/29/2022-13859/notice-of-availability-of-state-local-and-tribal-allocation-formulas-for-the-energy-efficiency-and
https://www.energy.gov/scep/eecbg-program-formula-grant-application-hub
https://www.energy.gov/scep/eecbg-program-formula-grant-application-hub


- DOE encourages that organizations complete a NEPA training, especially if your project
will require it

Eligible Entities

Program Application Process and Timelines

- State governments MUST submit by July 31, 2023

Grants vs Vouchers
Local and Tribal governments can choose between grants and vouchers.



- There will be a separate webinar on vouchers coming up on April 18th
- Will need to choose one or the other (not both)

- Vouchers have reduced documentation compared to direct formula grant applications
- Vouchers are particularly beneficial for local and tribal governments with limited staffing

and limited experience with grants

https://www.energy.gov/scep/slsc/events/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program-voucher-program-webinar


Eligible Uses of Funds for Grants

- Grant funds can be used community-wide not just government facilities
- Both residential and commercial buildings as well as other types of buildings in

the community
- New category (#14) authorizes additional activities including development and

implementation of programs

Ineligible Uses of Funds

- Applicants should review that specific costs that aren’t allowable for any grant program
- Ex. Building maintenance and repairs are not eligible



Limitations on Use of Funds

- Review limitations for each project
- Blueprint projects will be published spoon

- Can be used as templates to structure the programs and activities

Pre-Steps for Grant Applications
There are 4 pre-steps required before submitting a direct grant application

- SAM: https://sam.gov/content/home
- FedConnect: https://www.fedconnect.net/
- Pre-Award Information Sheet - Due April 28:

https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Pre-Award%20Information%20Sheet_
edited%203.21_vF.pdf

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.fedconnect.net/
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Pre-Award%20Information%20Sheet_edited%203.21_vF.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Pre-Award%20Information%20Sheet_edited%203.21_vF.pdf


Pre-Award Information Sheet Requirements

Steps for Direct Grant Application Submission and Review

- Once you have submitted your Pre-Award Information Sheet, you will get an email to join
and apply on PAGE

- Application processing can take 60-90 days depending on the NEPA review



Elements of the Direct Grant Application

- Online documents are submitted through PAGE

Element #1: Standard Form 424 (Application)

- Need to list the primary point of contact



Element #1: Standard Form 424A (Budget)

- You will be provided with areas to provide specific costs within the category
- Need to provide information if you intend on making sub-awards over $250,000

Element #1: Budget Justification



Element #2: Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy (EECS)

- EECS describes how your organization intends to use funds
- You are not required to use the Template to develop your EECS
- NREL is providing one-on-one technical assistance to help participants develop your

EECS

Element #2 (cont’d): State EECS Requirements

- States must outline how it furthers the clean energy goals



Element #2 (cont’d): Local and Tribal EECS Requirements

- EECS should demonstrate coordination at local and state levels to ensure you are
coordinating with other jurisdictions to further these goals

Element #3: EECBG Program Activities File

- This file includes the sectors and technologies planned to address
- Indicate whether or not you are including a blueprint
- Include milestones for goals
- Must select one of the process metrics



Element #4: Other Forms to be uploaded to PAGE

- Can be provided as a link or attachment
- NEPA statement of work

- Encouraged to utilize the existing NEPA statement of work documents as much
as possible

Policy Requirements

Policy Requirements: National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Information



- DOE MUST comply with NEPA prior to using federal funds
- If unsure if NEPA is required, applicants can reach out via email to

EECBG.NEPA@ee.doe.gov
- Programmatic Agreements (PA’s)

- If state doesn't have a PA need to follow additional instructions

Actions to Take to Ensure NEPA Compliance

Policy Requirements: Davis-Beacon Act Compliance

mailto:EECBG.NEPA@ee.doe.gov


Policy Requirement: Build America, Buy America (BABA) Requirements

- Some project may be considered infrastructure
- There are waivers, but certain criteria needs to be met

Technical Assistance & Webinars for All



Contact the EECBG Program Team

- Inbox is monitored daily and respond within 10 business days
- EECBG Program Formula Grant Application Hub:

https://www.energy.gov/scep/eecbg-program-formula-grant-application-hub
- Office Hours Sign-Up Form:

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zD4Ya1VL1U6z-H9kvhxBOJmjS
H5xDrxLm1aj8TvtYW1URDlMMU5INlFONFBVSDdQSkpLSEg5VVExSy4u

Questions & Answer
● Do cities need to go to council to apply for funding?

○ Depends on what approval is required for applying for a federal grant
○ DOE doesn’t have a specific opinion. It is up to your jurisdiction’s requirements

● Can EECBG be used in chorus with other DOE funding to support larger inergy
programs?

○ Yes they can be coordinated with other activities
○ Ex. Electric vehicle infrastructure/weatherization

● Can we use EECBG funds as a cost match for other DOE funds?
○ No - cannot be used as a cost-share for other federal awards
○ This is across the board for all federal funding

● Do administrative costs include paying for in-house staff for equipment installation?
○ Administrative funds are separate from implementation funds
○ Staff providing direct implementation would not count as administrative funds

● Can you use EECBG funds to support staffing positions?
○ This is an eligible use of funds

● What is the timeline for the EECS?
○ Strategy can be submitted with application
○ DOE encourages organizations to develop strategy prior to award
○ Strategy could be develop as indicated the first step. However, you won’t be able

to be eligible for additional funding unless the strategy is completed
■ 1-year timeframe to prepare the initial application with the strategy as

your first step
● What coordination are you expected to do with adjacent entities through the EECS?

https://www.energy.gov/scep/eecbg-program-formula-grant-application-hub
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zD4Ya1VL1U6z-H9kvhxBOJmjSH5xDrxLm1aj8TvtYW1URDlMMU5INlFONFBVSDdQSkpLSEg5VVExSy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zD4Ya1VL1U6z-H9kvhxBOJmjSH5xDrxLm1aj8TvtYW1URDlMMU5INlFONFBVSDdQSkpLSEg5VVExSy4u


○ DOE wants local governments to coordinate with adjacent jurisdictions
○ This looks different depending on the place
○ Want to make sure activities are consistent to build off activities in the

surrounding communities


