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Abstract 

The Centre for Sport and Human Rights organized a project on Sport and Child Labour with the 

aim to produce a white paper on this topic as a contribution to the 5th Global Conference on Child 

Labour held in Durban in May 2022. The white paper was the result of an extensive literature 

review and a series of consultations with different groups of stakeholders e.g. athlete unions, 

international sports organizations, child rights and child labour experts, athletes and parents. 

Across the globe adults who were child athletes have begun to raise their voices, recalling 

situations and conditions they encountered as young persons in sport that disturbingly have some 

of the characteristics of child labour. Results of this project will be briefly presented and 

recommendations will be discussed. 
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