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MEMORANDUM 

December 8, 2021 

 
 
TO: Marin Open Space Trust (MOST) 
 
FROM: Bryan Godbe 

President 
Godbe Research 

 

RE: 2021 Marin Survey – Summary of the Results 

 

 

Introduction: 

In the Spring of 2021, the Marin Open Space Trust commissioned Godbe Research to 
conduct independent public opinion research to assess support for a renewal of the Measure 
A, Parks & Open Space ¼ Cent Sales Tax.   

This survey was conducted in June of 2021, but recent news stories suggesting a “decline in 
the support” for “protecting and preserving Marin County farmland” is based on a faulty 
comparison.  This faulty comparison is of concern because the survey described in this 
memo was based on a scientific random sample of likely November 2022 voters, while the 
more recent survey employed a non-scientific convenience sample of unknown voter and 
non-voter segments. 

The results of this survey commissioned by the Marin Open Space Trust show that voters are 
overwhelmingly supportive of a renewal, and that “farmland” was significant component of the 
ballot question tested.  

Methodology Overview:  

Telephone and online interviews were conducted from June 9 to June 14, 2021 and the 
average phone interview time was approximately 15 minutes.  A total of 746 Marin County 
likely November 2022 voters were scientifically selected to participated in the survey, and the 
random sampling parameters resulted in a margin of error of plus or minus 3.58 percent.  
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Satisfaction with the State and Local Government’s Handling of the Coronavirus 
Crisis: 

Seventy-nine percent of respondents indicated that they had a favorable impression of the 
job the State and local governments are doing to address the Coronavirus Crisis, while only 
14.5 percent had an unfavorable view.   

Support for Renewal of the Measure A Parks & Open Space ¼ Cent Sales Tax: 

The results show that voters are overwhelmingly supportive of a renewal: 

 

 

The ballot question tested including a reference to farmland in the first line of the question. 
The specific wording tested was: 

To maintain open space, parks, and farmland, without increasing tax rates, shall the 
Marin County measure be adopted to: 
• Protect streams, baylands, natural areas, wildlife habitat; 
• Manage vegetation to preserve biodiversity and reduce wildfire risk; 
• Maintain park facilities; and 
• Maintain and enhance walking, hiking, biking, and equestrian trails; 
by extending an existing one-quarter cent sales tax, providing $12 million dollars 
annually, for 9 years, that the state cannot take away, with citizens’ oversight and 
audits?. 

This suggests that protecting and preserving Marin County farmland is part of a successful 
measure. 
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Respondents Identified a Variety of Key Priorities: 

Respondents were presented with a variety of items to determine how important each 
individual item was to the renewal of the measure. The results suggest clear preferences, 
with “Manage vegetation to preserve biodiversity and reduce wildfire risk”, “Protect streams, 
baylands, natural areas, and wildlife habitat”, and “Provide an ongoing source of funding to 
maintain and care for Marin County parks and open space” being the top tier of importance 
for renewal of the measure. 

In fact, 11 of the 14 of the items tested received solid majorities of at least 63 percent support 
or more, including “protect and preserve Marin County farmland”.  

 

Additionally, respondents were presented with a variety of informational statements to 
determine how important each statement was to the renewal of the measure.  The most 
important items were:  “The measure will help the County to better maintain open space 
areas so wildfires do not start in, or sweep through, those parts of Marin County”, “The 
measure will help protect 15,000 acres of Marin's rolling hills, shorelines, wetlands, creeks, 
streams, natural lands, and forests throughout Marin County”, and “The measure maintains 
Marin County's local control over local funds for local needs. No funds can be taken by the 
state”. 

Conclusion: 

The results show that voters are overwhelmingly supportive of a renewal the Measure A 
Parks & Open Space ¼ Cent Sales Tax, including a “farmland” component.   

Column N %

4G. Manage vegetation to preserve biodiversity and reduce 

wildfire risk
84.7%

4C. Protect streams, baylands, natural areas, and wildlife 

habitat
82.6%

4N. Provide an ongoing source of funding to maintain and 

care for Marin County parks and open space
80.2%

4F. Take care of open space preserves 79.2%

4A. Maintain parks 79.0%

4L. Improve and maintain walking, hiking, biking and 

equestrian trails
76.0%

4E. Repair and replace deteriorating open space 

infrastructure
74.1%

4B. Address climate change impacts 71.3%

4J. Acquire new lands for public open space 65.9%

4I. Create new walking, hiking, biking and equestrian trails 65.8%

4H. Protect and preserve Marin County farmland 63.3%

4D. Improve trail safety 58.2%

4M. Provide funding for informational signs and visitor 

service communications at County parks
42.1%

4K. Enhance visitor services in the open space preserves 40.6%

More Likely 

to Support 

the Measure


