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Queenie the quail
Today in Little Learners Love Literacy® we met Queenie the 
quail and linked her name to the sound /kw/, which is actually 
two sounds, but it is not important to talk about this. 

Meeting Queenie the quail provides an opportunity to talk 
about words such as quarters, quince, questions, and we 
hope no one is being quarrelsome. Expanding children’s love 
of words is an important part of language development and 
literacy as well. Keep prompting your child for another word 
that means the same, or even think aloud about new words. 
What is your best word today? What is the longest word? Do 
you know a happy word?

The letter q has the same starting point as some other letters 
– a, c, d, g, o, s. Talk about this explicitly, pointing out the link 
between these letters. Practice is the best way of remembering new information. Some people say 
that we need at least seven correct attempts before it becomes automatic. It may even be a few 
more than seven! I’m sure with the letter q, it needs to be at least nine – the letter q looks very 
similar to the numeral 9. 

Even though we haven’t formally introduced Uncle Upton with the letter u, we have talked about 
him on our wall frieze. So it is important to mention that he is always next to the letter q – silent, 
but always there. On our alphabet flashcard qu are together for this reason.

The children enjoy the game ‘Thumbs up’. I write a word with three letters and three sounds on a 
whiteboard and then read it, for example, dad, tap, hen. If I read it correctly, the children put their 
thumbs up in the air, and if I read it incorrectly, they put their thumbs down. Games are a great way 
of practising the skills of reading without children even realising it. 

Your Little Learner teacher
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