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APPARENTLY, HE TRIED TO WEEN HIM-
SELF Off OF THE VERY THING THAT
MADE HIM FEEL BETTER..MORPHINE.

A

4 were you
thinking

#e was thinking that once he
beat the cancer, he didn’t
want a second battle with

morphine addiction.
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I USUALLY FIND CITIES INTIMIDATING
\Z AND OVERWHELMING TO NAVIGATE.
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Lo BUT NOT TODAY..I'M ON [/

/X AN IMPASSIONED MISSION 5P
T0 SUPPORT MY FAMILY. S ~
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I’'M MEETING MOM AND NOREEN
IN THE HOSPITAL’S LOBBY fIRST.

WHAT A NICE SURPRISE. NOREEN’S 4 YEAR OLD DAUGHTER MADE THE
LONG TREK TO THE HOSPITAL TODAY AS WELL.

bwrought
a surprise
for McPop




HALEY IS MCPOP’S LITTLE ANGEL..
HIS YOUNGEST GRANDCHILD.
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A saved

ALL my
bwue
M&M’s
for you
because
I know
bwue
is your
favorite

wish you would get 1 will...Buf,

better soon so you ) in the meantime,

can come home and w You be a good girl
pway with me. N o for Nana.
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I'VE NEVER SEEN MY FATHER CRY, AND, BECAUSE IT LOOKS TO ME LIKE HIS EYES ARE STARTING TO GET
WET, I POLITELY TURN AWAY AND CLEVERLY DIVERT ATTENTION.
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What color

=24 do you think that
brick is Haley?




I CAN SEE THAT IT'S GETTING HARDER AND HARDER

fOR DAD TO KEEP PLAYING THIS ROLE OFf FEARLESS,
AND UNDAUNTING CANCER WARRIOR.

So..How’s the
car been running?
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PRETENDING THAT MY POSITIVE THOUGHTS,
UNSELFISH PRAYERS AND BELIEF IN A

LOVING AND JUST GOD WILL SAVE, OR AT
LEAST, GRANT A RESPECTABLE REMISSION.

OR, MAYBE IT’S JUST ME HAVING A
HARD TIME PRETENDING EVERYTHING
IS GOING TO BE ALRIGHT.

If you crouch down -
really, really, REALLY low

you can see a square inch
of blue sky peeking out
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YES, PERHAPS IT’S JUST ME HAVING A HARD TIME PRETENDING
THAT THIS IS JUST ANOTHER SMALL BUMP IN THE ROAD TO HIS
INEVITABLE VICTORY OVER CANCER.
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So, now that
they have the pain
under control, when

The doctor wants
to run some more tests.
#e thinks I may need a
“small procedure.”

can you go home?
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I thought you
just had to have a
bowel movement to

get out of here?
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NOREEN IS HANDELING EVERYTHING MASTERFULLY. SHE IS ON TOP OF

HER GAME.

tor?
1S your doc

I want to talk with him before
you agree to anything.
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You go girl!
Don’t let those
highbrowed doctors
go unchecked!

Huh?...
What kind of “small
rocedure?” I spoke with
your doctor yesterday
and he said nothing
to me about a
“small procedure.”

N
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Dad. Don’t worry about it.
..I'm going to call your
doctor right now and
find out what this
is all about.

I have a
very important \
request to ask

PLAN for McPop so that
we can get him out

I LIKE the
direction
you're
coloring
in...

Keep
going.
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THIS IS ABSURD!
0f course they can
always DECIDE to keep
him in here longer. He

\ has cancer for

Good thing I
brought these!
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NOREEN IS UNABLE TO REACH THE DOCTOR SO SHE LEAVES A MESSAGE

AND JOINS OUR CREATIVE CRUSADE.
‘ l HI!\H\\\\\,\HHW!H ki 453 ..I got
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| WAIT, Please...
There’s no need
to tell John...

”.

'/ It’s nothing
Z personal....We’re .
, /’- just trying to... /
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John’s COMING!
Hide the sketches
and crayons!
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WE ARE HILARIOUS..TO OURSELVES..AND GLEEFULLY [
SHARE THIS LIBERATING MOMENT Of DECOMPRESSION.
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AND PASS TIME WITH POSITIVE
A ENERGY, THE MINUTES INEXPLICABLY |
™ DM CRAWL BY AT A SNAILS PACE. -
A
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WE HAVE LOTS OFf TIME TO PASS...

What’s your
roomate in
here for?

Intenstinal
issues.

= AND SHARE...
My turn
to sit.
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Mom, your face is frozen
in that polite smile again.
The doctor may not be
here for awhile...
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AND WAIT SOME MORE...

fOR A GLIMPSE Of HOPE.

E something.

BUT DOCTORS RARELY MAKE ROUNDS DURING
VISITING HOURS...

I've gotta
get going Dad.
My flight leaves
in a couple
of hours.

Don’t get

e
e

I'm their
favorite
now!
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I TRY TO MAKE IT LOOK EASY.
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BUT IT’S BECOME PURE, GUILT
RIDDEN AGONY fOR ME TO GO
BACK HOME, TO A WORLD...

FULL OF LAUGHTER..

..and then
the mother
goose chased
me around
the lake.

2

E—]

=] It wasn’t

E funny at
S . unn
= the time! 4%
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.KNOWING THAT MY PARENTS ARE
BEING TORMENTED BY LIFE'S 4 6

TEETERING FRAGILITY, AND
RUNNING ON UNSEEN
fUMES OF...




Why does the oncologist
keep telling my father
how “well” he’s
doing?

When in fact...
My father has been
living out the
“worst case scenario”
of EVERY..
“small procedure”
he’s been advised
to undergo.

I just don’t
understand?

Now that we’'ve taken care of that
small issue..You look good!. Your
PSA numbers are down. Your case

is atypical. —
"
SON

A PERCEPTIVE NURSE ONCE CONFIDED TO ME THAT
ONCOLOGIST ARE ETERNAL OPTIMISTS.

Did I tell you the
Jjoke about...
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I WINCE WHEN I HEAR HOW MY PARENTS...SO FRAGILE AND VULNERABLE
..HANG ONTO ANY AND ALL POTENTIALLY ENCOURAGING WORDS THAT
MAY UNINTIONALLY, SLIP OUT OF THEIR - //////// l YES DOCTOR. YOU'RE THE ONE

DOCTORS’ MOUTHS. I, WITH THE EXPERTISE IN
7 1/ //////////////////////}/////// e 7 THESE MATTERS..
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But when is enough, enough?! Every
life can’t possibly be salvaged..........
No wonder some doctors have “God
complexes.” We're giving them that
powerl......Though, admittingly, it
just feels so wrong to give up
on HOPE. Remission could be
just around the corner

That’s why doctors
need to be dispensing
realistic expectations.

“Hope” carelessly taunts
and manipulates my father
while cancer mocks him in a
festive display of “Christmas
tree” lighting nonetheless...

My father’s desire
to get better should
not be exploited!
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POOR RON. HE'S NEVER QUITE SURE HOW TO RESPOND HE IS SURE THOUGH, THAT I'M TEETERING AND THAT

TO THESE EMOTIONAL CHARGED “CONVERSATIONS” I If HE SO MUCH AS UTTERS A WRONG SOUNDING
HAVE WITH MYSELF. SYLLABLE..I WILL LIKELY, REFLEXIVELY, BITE HIS

HEAD OFF.

Logically
speaking...

I INNATE
CANINES AS A GENEROUS
REMINDER.
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Monica, your father is the most
strong-minded, individual thinker I've
ever met. I can’t imagine him DOING or
BELIEVING ANYTHING that he didn’t
thoughtfully comtemplate and
choose for himself.
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I GO DOWN ON MY KNEEeS.
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ULL BACK MY SHOULDERS,
OW MY HEAD.
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AND, PERFECTLY MATCH MY
HANDS TO EACH OTHER.
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THIS IS HOW I WAS TAUGHT TO PRAY AS A
LITTLE GIRL. GOD WILL HAVE TO HEAR ME

%
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NOW..If I PRAY THIS WAY..WITH PERECT
POSTURE AND FAITHFUL WORDS.
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AND, EVER SO RESPECTFULLY, MOVE
ON TO MARY’S PRAYER.

HAIL MARY,
?;uu_ OF GRACE,
THE LORD ISH\;VIfh thee.

esssed are thou amg
%tome" and blessed js '}?,se*
= of thy womb, Jesus
iry, Mother of God
for us Sinners ’
the hour OF’
our death.

, Amen,

IN DOING SO, I'M REMINDED OFf NAN’S LOVING AND DEVOTED
RELATIONSHIP TO MARY, AS WELL AS HER MIRACULOUS,
LATE-NIGHT ENCOUNTER WITH HER. IT ENCOURAGES ME.

Hello
Ladies.

I VALIANTLY PROCEED, AS I ADMITTEDLY STRUGGLE TO RECALL MY LIST
0f MEMORIZED PRAYERS. TRUTHFULLY, IT ALL SEEMS EMBARRASSINGLY

INADEQUATE..AND POSSIBLY INSULTINGLY. BUT, I AM SHAMELESS AND NARRLENA
DESPERATE TO ATTRACT GOD'S ATTENTION. %{\ ) /

L 0 my God, I am heartfully
’ sorry for having offended BEGIN
T0

thee, and I detest all
my sins because of thy
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just punishment...
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young, selfless and
vulnerable soldiers
in foxholes...

There are
mothers and fathers,
in war torn countries...
praying for relief
..for peace.
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NATURAL
DISASTERS

to be aided.
TRAFFICKING...

to be halted. F~———">>
g FEARS %
RSN/ be calmed. =

that DEATH is
unavoidable and a
natural aspect of
everyday life...

And, I'm

aware that there are
many prayers out there
tonight more distressing
and urgent than mine.

praying
for the light of
another day.

foreign
nationals...praying
for their starving
countrymen.

INJUSTICES...

to be righted.
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NEGLECT to
be cared for.
SUFFERING

to be eased.

ADDICTIONS
to eliminate.

DISEASES

HOMELESSNESS
to be housed.
to extinguish. EQUALITY

%
to be had. //////h.
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EMOTIONS +to
be lifted.

..comforted.



And, I
have every right
to pray for my
loved one. He's
MY father and

he matters
to Me!
That has
to count for
something.
\ll " \ll \v
\\l
wl
l \\

//// :_‘:'; .
==

HOW CAN MY PAIN MATTER IN THE MIST Of ALL THIS?
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