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1 Solid cast inlaid gold belt plaques (one of a pair)
3rd century BC. Excavated at Szidorovka, near Omsk,
western Siberia. After Bunker, Emma, with contributions
by Watt, James C.Y. and Zhixin Sun, Nomadic Art of the
Eastern Eurasian Steppes: The Eugene V. Thaw and Other
New York Collections, New York, New Haven and London,
2002, p. 31, fig. 45

2 Line drawing of inlaid gold belt plaque
Matiushchenko, V. I., and Tatauro, L. V., with contributions by Konikov,
B. A., Mogil’nik Sidorovka v Omskom Priirtysh’e, Novosibirsk,
Nauka, 1997, p. 148, fig. 27



3 Gold openwork belt plaques (one of a pair)
2nd to 1st century BC. Height 6.4 cm, length 14.4 cm, thickness
0.65 cm. Excavated at Kurgan 3 (“Khapry”) in Tchaltyr,
Miasnikovski district, Rostov province, southern Russia, 1988.
Museum of Azov, inv. no. KP-24444/1 and 2. After Schiltz,
Véronique, ed., L’or des Amazones: Peuples nomads entre Asie
et Europe, VI siècle av. J.-C.– IV siècle apr. J.-C., Paris, 2001,
pp. 178f, cat. no. 198

4 Gold and turquoise headdress with bird finial
Late Warring States, 3rd century BC. Height 7.1 cm, diameter
16.5 cm. Excavated at Aluchaideng, Yiketsao League, Ordos,
1972. Museum of Inner Mongolia, Hohhot. After Genghis
Khan: Ancient Nomadic Culture of the Northern China, Beijing,
2004, pp. 70f



5

Gilded copper alloy belt
fitting with dragon from a
group  o f  e leven  be l t
ornaments
Western Jin (265–316 AD).
Mengdiexuan Collection,
Hong Kong, inv. no. BP-
017.1-11. After White, Julia
M. and Bunker, Emma C.,
with contributions by Chen
Pei fen,  Adornment  for
Eternity: Status and Rank in
Chinese Ornament, Denver,
1994, cat. no. 50

6 Gilded copper alloy belt fitting with mythical
bird from a group of eleven belt ornaments
Western Jin (265–316 AD). Mengdiexuan
Collection, Hong Kong, inv. no. BP-017.1-11.
After White, Julia M. and Bunker, Emma C.,
with contributions by Chen Peifen, Adornment
for Eternity: Status and Rank in Chinese
Ornament, Denver, 1994, cat. no. 50

7 Gold loop-in-loop chain necklace with pendants and dragon terminals
Western Jin (265–316 AD). Length 128 cm, weight 213.8 g. Excavated at Xihezicun,
Da’erhan Maoming’an United Banner, Ulanqab League, Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, 1981. Museum of Inner Mongolia, Hohhot. After Watt, James C. Y. et al.,
China: Dawn of a Golden Age, 200–750 AD, New Haven and London, 2004, p. 133,
cat. no. 43



8 Detail of a Bodhisattva, probably Maitreya, in bluish-grey schist
Probably 2nd century AD. Height 243 cm. Sahri-Bahlol, District
Mardan, Northwest Frontier. Lahore Museum.

9 Gold dragonhead terminal with garnet and mother-of-pearl inlays
Late 4th to early 5th century AD. Length 8.9 cm. Excavated
at Tatarka village, Stavropol Region, Russia. State Hermitage
Museum, St. Petersburg



10 Copper alloy vessel
Sixteen Kingdoms (304–439 AD).
Height 20 cm, depth 12.5 cm. Northern
China. Private collection, Belgium

12 Gilded copper alloy dragonhead finials
Northern Wei (386–534 AD), circa 529
AD. Height 13 cm. Excavated from the
tomb of Wang Zhenbao at Zhangjiachuan
Autonomous County, Gansu, 1972.
Gansu Provincial Museum, Lanzhou.
After Juliano, Annette L. and Lerner,
Judith A., Monks and Merchants: Silk
Road Treasures from Northwest China,
Gansu and Ningxia, 4th to 7th Century,
New York, 2001, p. 96, cat. no. 29

11 Gilded copper alloy dragonhead finial
Northern Yan (407–436 AD), circa 415 AD.
Height 17.5 cm. Excavated from the tomb
of Feng Sufu at Xiguanxingzi in Beipiao
County, Western Liaoning, 1965. Liaoning
Provincial Museum. After Xu Bingkuan and
Xun Shaodao, Dong Bei Wenhua—Bai Shan
Hei Shui Zhongde Nongmu Wenming [North-
eastern Culture—Agricultural Civilisation in
the Changbai Mountains and Heilongjiang],
Hong Kong, 1995, p. 143, cat. no. 171



13 The Wei Wenlang Buddhist-Taoist Stone Stele
Northern Wei (386–534 AD), circa 424 AD. Height 131 cm,
width 66–72 cm. Excavated at Chiho, Yaoxian, Shaanxi, 1934.
Yaowang Shan Museum, Yaoxian, Shaanxi. After Rhie, Marylin,
Early Buddhist Art of China and Central Asia: The Eastern Chin
and Sixteen Kingdoms Period in China and Tumshuk, Kucha
and Karashahr in Central Asia, Vol. 2-Plates, Leiden, 2002,
fig. 2.83. Drawing published originally by Shaaxisheng Yaoxian
Yaowangshan Bowuguan, et al, Beichao Fo-Dao zaoxiangbei
jingxuan [Northern Dynasties Buddhist-Taoist Image Stele
Selection], with commentary by Zhang Yan and Zhao Chao,
Tianjin: Tianjin Guji Chubanshe, 1996, pl. 6



14 Entwined dragons at the inner arch of the lintel of the door
leading to a dome-shaped cave shrine
Northern Wei (386–534 AD), 460s AD.
Yungang cave shrines, Datong, Shanxi province

16 Dragon as lintel terminal at rear wall in cave 6
Northern Wei (386–534 AD), 470s AD.
Yungang cave shrines, Datong, Shanxi province

15 Mythical bird as lintel terminal at rear wall in cave 6
Northern Wei (386–534 AD), 470s AD.
Yungang cave shrines, Datong, Shanxi province

18 Dragon as lintel terminal at cave 125
Northern Wei (386–534 AD).
Binglingsi, Gansu province

17 Carved stone base
Northern Wei (386–534 AD).
Huayan Monastery Museum, Datong, Shanxi province



19 Earthenware rhyton
Northern Wei (386–534 AD). Excavated from Yongningsi at
Luoyang, Henan province, 1979–1994. Institute of Archaeology,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. After Li Zhengang, ed.,
Longmen Museum, Luoyang, 2005, cat. no. 136



20 Inlaid gold headdress
Turkic civilisation, 6th to 8th century AD. Private collection,
Belgium. After L’Asie des steppes d’Alexandre le Grand à
Gengis Khån, Paris, 2000, p. 164, cat. no. 153

21 Gold torque
Turkic civilisation, 6th to 8th century AD. Private collection,
Belgium. After L’Asie des steppes d’Alexandre le Grand
à Gengis Khån, Paris, 2000, p. 164, cat. no. 153

22 Memorial stele of Köl Tegin
Eastern Turkish Empire, 8th century AD, circa 732 AD. Height
333 cm, width 132 cm, thickness 46 cm. Chösöö Cajdam,
Archangajin province, Mongolia



23 Marble head of Köl Tegin
Eastern Turkish Empire, 8th century AD, circa 732 AD. Height 42 cm,
width 21 cm. Excavated at Chösöö Cajdam, Archangajin province, Mongolia,
1958. Mongolian Academy of Science, Ulaan Baatar, inv. no. T-005.
After Dschingis Khan und seine Erben. Das Weltreich der Mongolen,
Munich, 2005, p. 74, cat. no. 44

25 Gold diadem from the Bilgä Kagan treasure
Eastern Turkish Empire, 8th century AD. Height 9.8 cm, length 25.7 cm.
Excavated at Chösöö Cajdam, Archangajin province, Mongolia, 2001. National
Museum for Mongolian History, Ulaan Baatar, inv. no. U 2003-4-46. After
Dschingis Khan und seine Erben. Das Weltreich der Mongolen, Munich,
2005, p. 75, cat. no. 45

24 Drawing of eastern side of symbolic stone sarcophagus
discovered near memorial stele of Köl Tegin
Eastern Turkish Empire, 8th century AD. Excavated at Chösöö
Cajdam, Archangajin province, Mongolia, 2000. After Çal, Halit,
and Görür, Muhammet, “Year 2000 Excavation at Anonymous IV
Symbolic Tomb (Trench JL 230)”, Mogolistan’daki Türk Anitlari
Projesi 2000 Yili Çalismalari, Ankara, 2002, pp. 58, figs. 9, 14 and
63 (Drawing by Özlem Çal, August 7th, 2000)



26 Monumental stone fragment in form of a dragon
Uighur Empire, 744–840 AD, probably after 761 AD.
Karabalghasun, Ötükän Region, northern Central Mongolia

27 28

27 Wall painting at temple 19
Probably 9th to 11th century AD. Bezeklik, Xoco (Turfan),
Xinjiang. After von Le Coq, Albert, Chotcho, Ergebnisse der
kgl. preussischen Turfan-Expeditionen, Berlin, 1913, pl. 32

28 Drawing of wall painting
Probably 9th to 11th century AD. Bezeklik, Xoco (Turfan),
Xinjiang. After Grünwedel, Albert, Altbuddhistische Kultstätten
in Chinesisch-Turkistan: Bericht über archäologische Arbeiten
von 1906 bis 1907 bei Kuca, Qarasahr und in der Oase
Turfan, Berlin, 1912, fig. 590



29 Copper alloy mirror with coiled dragon
Diameter 28 cm. Liao (907–1125 AD), circa 941 AD.
Excavated from the tomb of Yelü Yuzhi, Chaoketushan,
Aluke’erqin Banner, Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, 1992. Archaeological Research Institute of
Inner Mongolia, Hohhot. After Treasures on Grasslands:
Archaeological Finds from the Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, Shanghai Museum, Shanghai,
2000, p. 153

30 Wall painting with mythical bird in flight
Liao (907–1125 AD). On ceiling of the passageway of a Khitan
tomb in Gongtaigou, Halahada township, Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region. After Tang Cailan, ed., The Museum of Liao Shangjing:
Quintessence of the Historical Relic, Hohhot, 2005, p. 163



31 Gilded copper alloy horse harness accoutrement: T-shaped
fitting
Liao (907–1125 AD), circa 959 AD. Length 9.2 cm, width 5.9 cm.
Excavated from tomb 1 of Xiao Quli and his wife Zhigu, Kuijia
hill, Dayingzi village, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region,
1954. Museum of Inner Mongolia, Hohhot. After China History
Museum and Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region Museum,
eds., The Khitan Dynasty: Unearthed Treasures from Liao
Dynasty Inner Mongolia, 2002, p. 102

32 Gilded copper alloy horse harness accoutrement: rectangular
fitting
Liao (907–1125 AD), circa 959 AD. Length 4.5 cm, width
2.6 cm. Excavated from tomb 1 of Xiao Quli and his wife
Zhigu, Kuijia hill, Dayingzi village, Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, 1954. Museum of Inner Mongolia, Hohhot



33 Wall painting of a wedding procession with chariot
Liao (907–1125 AD). From the west wall of a sloping corridor
leading to the antechamber of the burial chamber of tomb 3
at Hanjiawopu, Gaojiawopu township in Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region. After Shao Guotian, ed., Aohan Wenwu
Jinghua [The Finest Antiquities from Aohan], 2004, p. 242



35 Stone sarcophagus carved with the Daoist animals
of the four cardinal points
Liao (907–1125 AD). Height 45 cm, length 188.8 cm.
Excavated from the tomb of Li Jin in Xiaoxibianmen,
Shenyang, Liaoning. Liaoning Provincial Museum,
Shenyang. After Xu Bingkuan and Xun Shaodao,
Dong Bei Wen Hua—Bai Shan Hei Shui Zhongde
Nongmu Wenming [Northeastern Culture—
Agricultural Civilisation in the Changbai Mountains
and Heilongjiang River], Hong Kong, 1995, p. 167,
cat. no. 200

34 Stone sarcophagus with raised ridge terminating
in dragon heads

      Liao (907–1125 AD). Height 70 cm, width 73 cm,
length 90 cm. Excavated from a tomb at
Xidian, Hadayingge township, Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region. After Tang Cailan, ed., The
Museum of Liao Shangjing: Quintessence
of the Historical Relic, 2005, p. 159



36 Carved wooden sarcophagus fitting in form of the Vermilion
Bird
Liao (907–1125 AD). Length circa 30 cm. Excavated at
Baomotugcha, Chaogewendusum, Ongniut Banner, Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region, 1992. Ongniut Banner Museum.
After China History Museum and Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region Museum, eds. The Khitan Dynasty: Unearthed Treasures
from Liao Dynasty Inner Mongolia, 2002, pp. 60–63

37 Lacquered wooden spoon
Liao (907–1125 AD). Overall length 17.4 cm. Excavated from
tomb 7, Yemaotai necropolis, Faku County, Liaoning Province.
After Xu Bingkuan and Xun Shaodao, Dong Bei Wen Hua—
Bai Shan Hei Shui Zhongde Nongmu Wenming [Northeastern
Culture—Agricultural Civilisation in the Changbai Mountains
and Heilongjiang], Hong Kong, 1995, p. 177, cat. no. 218



38 Gilded silver crown lined by a fur hat
Liao (907–1125 AD). Overall height 25.5 cm, width at back
30.5 cm. Excavated from tomb 7 in Yingfenggou, Xindixiang,
Aohan Banner, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. After Shao
Guotian, ed., Aohan Wenwu Jinghua [The Finest Antiquities
from Aohan], 2004, p. 117



39 Gilded silver crown of the Princess of Chen
Liao (907–1125 AD), circa 1018 AD. Height 26 cm, width
4.3–4.8 cm. Excavated from tomb 3, north of Shugetu village,
Qinglongshan, Naiman Banner, Zhelimu League, southeastern
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, 1974. Archaeological
Research Institute of Inner Mongolia/Inner Mongolian Institute
of Cultural Relics and Archaeology and Zhelimu League
Museum, Museum of Inner Mongolia, Hohhot. After Chine,
la gloire des empereurs, Paris, 2000, p. 386, cat. no. 155



40 Gilded copper alloy headdress
surmounting a gilded copper death
mask with earring in the form of
a seated dragon
Liao (907–1125 AD), circa 1100–1125
AD. Mask height 23 cm, width 21.1 cm,
headdress height 30.3 cm, width
24.4 cm. Musée Cernuschi, Paris, inv.
nos. MC 2001-5 and MC 2001-6. Gift
of Yves and Lotus Mahé in memory
of Mrs Jaquel ine Simon Mahé.
After Chollet, Hélène, “Treasures
from the Liao Period in the Musée
Cernuschi,” Orientations, 36/5, June
2005, p. 41, fig. 3

41 Gilded copper alloy crown of penannular type
Liao (907–1125 AD). Height 19 cm. Excavated from a tomb
at Wuqintulu near Zhangjiayingzi, Jianping (Yebaishou) County
in west Liaoning, 1956. Liaoning Provincial Museum, Shenyang.
After Xu Bingkuan and Xun Shaodao, Dong Bei Wen Hua—
Bai Shan Hei Shui Zhongde Nongmu Wenming [Northeastern
Culture—Agricultural Civilisation in the Changbai Mountains
and Heilongjiang], Hong Kong, 1995, p. 169, cat. nos. 202–203



42 Gilded copper alloy horse harness accoutrement: T-shaped
fitting
Liao (907–1125 AD). Length 7.9 cm, width 5.6 cm. Private
collection, Belgium

43 Gilded copper alloy horse harness accoutrement: rectangular
fitting
Liao (907–1125 AD). Length 3.6 cm, width 2.4 cm. Private
collection, Belgium

44 Gilded silver saddle mounts
Liao (907–1125 AD). Height 43 cm, width 27 cm. Mengdiexuan
Collection, Hong Kong. After So, J. F., Noble Riders from Pines
and Deserts. The Artistic Legacy of the Qidan, Hong Kong, 2004,
pp. 276–277, cat. no. VI:2

45 Pair of gold bracelets of the Princess of Chen
Liao (907–1125 AD), circa 1018 AD. Diameter 5.5–7.7 cm.
Excavated from tomb 3, north of Shugetu village, Qinglongshan,
Naiman Banner, Zhelimu League, southeastern Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, 1974. Inner Mongolian Institute of Cultural
Relics and Archaeology and Zhelimu League Museum, Museum
of Inner Mongolia, Hohhot. After Treasures on Grasslands:
Archaeological Finds from the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, Shanghai Museum, Shanghai, 2000, p. 208



46 Temple pendants of the Princess of Chen
Liao (907–1125 AD), circa 1018 AD. Height 26 cm, width 4.3–4.8 cm, length 30 cm.
Excavated from tomb 3, north of Shugetu village, Qinglongshan, Naiman Banner,
Zhelimu League, southeastern Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, 1974. Inner Mongolian
Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology and Zhelimu League Museum, Museum of
Inner Mongolia, Hohhot. After Genghis Khan—Ancient Nomadic Culture of the Northern
China, Beijing, 2004, p. 202

47 Carved amber amulet in form of a pair of confronted
phoenixes of the Princess of Chen
Liao (907–1125 AD), circa 1018 AD. Length 3–4.8 cm.
Excavated from tomb 3, north of Shugetu village, Qinglongshan,
Naiman Banner, Zhelimu League, southeastern Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, 1974. Inner Mongolian Institute of Cultural
Relics and Archaeology and Zhelimu League Museum, Museum
of Inner Mongolia, Hohhot. After Treasures on Grasslands:
Archaeological Finds from the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, Shanghai Museum, Shanghai, 2000, pp. 218–219

48 Carved amber amulet in form of a dragon of the Princess
of Chen
Liao (907–1125 AD), circa 1018 AD. Length 3–4.8 cm.
Excavated from tomb 3, north of Shugetu village, Qinglongshan,
Naiman Banner, Zhelimu League, southeastern Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, 1974. Inner Mongolian Institute of
Cultural Relics and Archaeology and Zhelimu League Museum,
Museum of Inner Mongolia, Hohhot. After Treasures on
Grasslands: Archaeological Finds from the Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, Shanghai Museum, Shanghai, 2000, p. 219


