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THE CHURCH OF SARDIS

Written by Cal Nelson
Week Six - February 13,2022

The church ac Sardis appcarcd tobea thriving churchwith a strong rcputation. ﬂqcy thought high]y
of themselves and what they’d been able accomplish. So very much alive!]esus, however, disagreed
passionatcly. The church was dying, and the works were incomplctc and out of line with God's

pU.I'pOSCS.

Years ago, | was visiting my cousin Tim in Rockford, Illinois. At the time he was one of the pastors
ofa very largc church. During the summer thcy would hold outdoor concerts in a hugc amphithc—
ater built on their property. It held over 1,000 people. Some of the top Christian musicians and
entertainers of the day would come to perform. My cousin Tim was the MC and would introduce
the entertainers for the evening, It was quite a spectacle and well attended. When the time came, 1
entered the amphitheater with Tim and we went forward to the front row and sat down. Soon the
scats next to us filled up. Tim went up to the platform to introduce the evenings entertainment.
What happened next, I will never forget; I felt alittle tap on my shoulder, so I turned to see who it
was. There staring into my face was a bright-eyed young lady. “Are you somebody?” she said. I knew
what she was hoping for. Was she lucky enough to be sitting next to a famous performer? Maybe
shed be able to meet the guy who would be introduced next. Perhaps shed be able to share the story
of that time she met “that guy before he was famous.” But alas, it was not to be. I looked at her and
said as kindly as I could, "No, Iam nobody.” I think I might have felt the breeze as the airwent out of

her sails as quickly as ['ve ever seen.

Have you ever thought of yourself more highly than you ought to? Believe me when [ say that ac
this point in my life, I really did want to be somebody. That evening as I replayed the event in my
mind I thoughtofa better response. I could have said “Yes! Indeed, I am somebody. Iam a Prince, an
adopted son of the most-high God and a brother of Jesus Christ.” That just may have rocked her
world! When youand I sitin a church gathering with fellow believers, we are sitting next to sons and
daughters of God. We are family. Instead of looking for a worldly understanding of being some-
body, we must first look to the only one who is somebody. The Lord Jesus Christ! Thru Him and in
Him alone I find my purpose and meaning, To be somebody, I must not take my cyes off the only

once Wl’lO is somcbody.Jcsus gave tl’lOSC at SélI'diS tl"lC CIUC. 0{)/0% ﬂIO not ﬂ’l€ fO]O%VSf&{:J/OM Z()Z]/;%’UC’V /ZU€



DAY 1

Read Revelation 3:1-6

PRAY. Ask for guidancc by the Holy Spirit for wisdom and undcrst:mding and to be right with God.

As you read itis important to make good observations from the text, | would recommend that you underline key
words and phrascs that *knock your socksoff "asan insight into spiritual truth orasa qucstion. Think in this way as
you look at the text. What is this about? What was Jesus saying? To whom was he saying it? Why was he saying ic?

And Why ShOU,Id it matter to me?

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

Sardis was an important commercial city in ancient times and was the capital of the Lydian kingdom. Croesus
(pronounced Kree-sus) was the final king to rule over the Kingdom of Lydia (560-546 BC) It was the first city to
ever mint gold and silver coins, thus giving it credit for starting the modern use of trade based on coinage backed
by a country/kingdom. Sardis was located 30 miles southeast of Thyatira at the junction of 5 roads overlooking
the Hermus Valley. The most important of the trade routes ran cast and west thru the kingdom of Lydia and the
capital city of Sardis. This road connected Asian (East) to Greek and Roman (West) countries. It was a city where
many from the cast and west met to share ideas new concepts and trade. Sardis used the road to transport trade
from its notable industries of dye, textiles and jewelry making the city and its people very wealthy. The upper city
of Sardis was built on a very steep hillside its defense’s appeared to be impregnable, guarding the walls was almost
not necessary since the natural defenses appeared too strong to defeat. Complacency to guard the walls is whatled
to its defeat in (594 BC) by Cyrus king of Persia and by Antiochus in (218 BC). Both times Sardis posted few
guards on the walls who paid litcle actention if any. Sardis came under Roman rule in 133 BC. and was listed as a

principal city ofa judicial district.

By the 1*and 2" centuries Sardis was a center of worship for the pagan gods. They worshipped many gods, like
Cybele (the great mother goddess and protectorate, believed to have given birth to Zeus), Artemis (goddess of
the hunt - remains of the temple of Artemis remain today) and Emperor worship, (the application of divinity to
the Roman Emperor). There was also a strong Jewish presence in Sardis, and the discovery in recent times, of one
of the largest Synagogues ever builtin an ancient city. And yes, there was a Christian presence, the church of Sardis

with a sclf—imposed good rcputation.



This was a hcaviiy poiytheistic and multicultural city; toleration of different reiigions was expected. Peopie were iii(eiy
taught to blend in and try not to look so different. Participatc in civic celebrations, be a voice on the city council, be a

productivc citizen, have your worship but kccp it separate from the rest of the pubiic activities.

IMPORTANT NOTE: When comparing /Jz'smr)/ and events 1o the Bibles truth we rm/b/ have conjecture at best. We start with the Bible
Sometimes, we can make inlfrfsling campﬂm‘ms and offer a le//mg view of the times, the peop/&; and the mdm‘slmdzﬂg t/ch may have drawn
from the words of Jesus to their church. Sometimes interesting comparisons to our current culture and situation become move relevant But lets be

certaimn l‘}]//ll Z(/é’])/ﬂa’ Oﬁﬂ’féﬂflﬂlﬂﬂbﬂ on Zl//]ﬂ[ Godhdj r/)z)sm 10 Vfl/fﬂ/ﬂﬂdpi’ﬁﬂ’l)f in His M/OVLZ]

After having read the history and geography about Sardis and the first 6 verses as a quick overview of the text, what

comparisons COU.ld bC dfan] from thC l’liStOl”y and gcography O{:thC City and Wl’latJCSllS had to say to tl’lC Chlll”Ch.;

How have your comparisons clarified our own culture and church? What warnings could yousce Jesus spcaking tous?

And what things could we do to wake up in areas we tend to be lcthargic?

Spcnd time in prayer and reflection. Review your answers and ask yoursclf what can | pcrsonally changc in my life in

llgl'lt ofwhat has bCCI’l revealed tome today?

DAY 2

Read Revelation 3:1.

In day one we looked at an overview of the history and gcography of Sardis and how that possibiy compares to our
current culture and sicuation. We started our study of the scripturcs with a gcncrai overview and first pass of the verses

1-6. Toclay we will take a look at some characteristics describing Jesus and his observations of the church at Sardis.



Write out verse 1 here:

KEY WORDS & PHRASES: the one who holds, seven, spirits, stars, deeds, reputation that you are alive, in rcality

youarc dead. What other kCYWOYdS dO you see?

Observe some divine characteristic of Jesus. How many do you see and what are thc:y?

What are the seven spirits of God and the seven stars and who is in control of them?

Seven spirits:

(Look up Rev. 1:4. Holy Spirit? Or Rev.5:6. The seven horns and seven eyes are the seven spirits of God? This could still be understood as the Holy
Spirit eymywhere present seeing all Bottom line: God sees and knows all tbz'ngs. Notbz’ﬂg is ever missed or overlooked @/ God.)

Seven stars:

(See Rew.1:20 concerning the seven stars. They are angels over the churches. (If the nations have angels over them, eg. The angel over Persia, the

angf/ over Greece, the ngd over Israel, and [bcy have certain mpomz’/n’/z’lz’ex (see Dan. 10-12-21) could not the same be true 0/‘wach€5/)

What observations does Jesus make concerning the church? What is the condemnation stated here? (See James 2:17,

2 Tim. 3:1-5, Matt. 23:27-28)

Define death. Is there more than one type of death found in scripture? (See Heb. 9:27, Rev. 20:6;14). There is also the
idea that we are to consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. (Rom. 6:1) How would you put all

this togcthcr?




Spcnd time in prayer and reflection. Review your answers and ask yoursclf what can | pcrsonally changc in my life in

light of what has been revealed to me today?

DAY 3

Write out verses 2-3 here:

KEY WORDS & PHRASES: wake up, strcngthc:n what remains that was about to die, deeds not complstc in the

Sigl’lt O{:GOd, rcmcmbcr what you havc l'CCCiVCd and hcard, obcy, rcpcnt, wakc llp, thiCE What OtthS dO y0U. see?

State in your own words the condemnation Jesus made of the Church at Sardis.

JCSUS SaYS, “strengthen What remains that was ZlbOUI to diC.” What was about to dIC> HOW ClOCS onc strengthcn tl’lC
ChUICh or SCM:SO as not to dlC> \What dOCS “Wal(C U.P” and “YOUI dCCC[S have not bCCl’l found COmPlCtC in thC Sight ofmy

God” have to do with strengthening?

What areas in your life need to be strcngthcncd? Do you see areas in your life of sclf—dcccption? (If not, stop and ask

God for discernment and confirmation.) Where do you need to die to selfand stop bclicving your own lies?




What further solutions to the problcms do you find in verse 3? Here's some that | found. Take a moment to add more

detail to these solutions.

a. Remember (bear in mind) what you received and heard:

b. Obey:

¢. Repent:

What warnings does Jesus give to them if they do not wake up? Again, here are a few that I found. Take a moment to

add more detail here too.

a. Come like a thief:

b. Not know when He will come:

¢. Not know how He will come against:

_]CSLIS says to thcm, “IFyOU. dO not wakc UP...” Is thcrc a chancc tl’lélt thCy COUIC]. wake Llp)

Ask yoursclf: “Today, can [ wake up to what [ am doing which is incomplctc?” [s there a chance that you could changc

Wl’lat you arc doing now? Remembcr S.H things YOU, dO, you say S.Hd you think arc scen, heard, and kI’IOWH by GOd'

Spcnd time in prayer and reflection. Review your answers and ask yoursclfz “What can | pcrsona]ly change in my life in

llght ofwhat has bCCH rcvcalcd tome today?”




DAY 4

Write out verse 4 here:

KEY WORDS & PHRASES: stained, clothes, thcy will walk with me, dressed in white. Add others that you may sece!

Like the churches of Pergamum and Thyatira, Sardis has a mixed body. Sardis, unfortunately, had only a few people who
had not stained their garments. The righteous were in the minority. Conversely, in the other two churches, those who
had stained their garments were few. The languagc chosen here is interesting and might be a connection ro that culeure.
Archeological inscriptions in Asia Minor/ Turkey have found in pagan temples that to enter a temple with dirty cloth-
ing was to dishonor the pagan deity, those in soiled garments were disbarred from worshipping, (Moffet)

In Sardis, many have stained their clothes (dishonored the Lord). Only a few have not. Given what you know of scrip-

ture, how does one stain their clothes? Whart does it mean to walk with Jesus dressed in white?

This topic has been discussed and some have come to different conclusions. Among them are the following:

A Walk of victory

B. Walk of festivity

C.Walk of purity

D. A standing dress or characteristic of all blessed and heavenly beings

E. Walking in justification

All of these do have possibilities; however, I think two stand out to those saved by grace. 1- Purification (see Danicl
11-12) white robes here seem to indicate that those believers who endure end-time tribulation will be made pure ic.,
purification. 2- Justification! I did not carn it. I cannot brag about it but must walk in humilicy with my Savior. This

makes sense given the division of those who have soiled garments and those who dont. Just because those in Sardis

heard His teaching does not mean that they walked with Him in that teaching, (Like in John 6:66.)



Lets be careful though! Jesus says that “they are worthy.” This does NOT mean that they have carned or merited justifi-
cation (their salvation). We know that Ephcsians 2 says that none of us have earned that. So, what do you think it means

WhCH JCSLIS Says, “for thCy are WOFtl’ly?” And perhaps more importandy, VVhO makcs us WO[’thy?

Imagine this for a moment: Christ has returned youare dressed in a white robe walking with Jesus. Whos work justiﬁcd
you and made you as Holy as he is Holy? Who granted you the right to become a child of God and wear that white
robe? You have nothing left to do butbow toa holy Godin worship.

Spcnd time in prayer and reflection. Review your answers and ask yoursclf what can | pcrsonally changc in my life in

light of what has been revealed to me today?

DAY 5

Write out verses 5-6 here:

KEY WORDS & PHRASES: who conquers (overcomes), white clothing, never crase his name from the book of

lifC, declare name bCfOFC Fathcr and angels. What CISC WOUlCl you ZldCP

White Clothing appears here again in reference to those who overcome followed by two more promises to the
overcomer in Christ. “T will never erase his name from the book of life, but will declare his name before my father and

before his angc]s.” Lest there be confusion at chis point itis important to clarify what is bcing referred to here. As has



been noted for centuries by thcologians there are two books bcing referred toin scripture, thcy arc the book of Life and
the book of Judgement. One is for believers and the other is for unbelievers. (See Daniel 12:1-2; 7:10, Revelation13:8;
17:8; 20:12, Isa. 4:3) some of the verses mentioned here refer to erasing the names of unbelievers from the book of
salvific (pcrtaining to salvation) blcssing. Of these two books one contains only believers' names while the other
contains the deeds of all written therein and becomes the basis of judgment for unbelievers. The promise here in verse
Sis that he will not erase a believer's name from the book of life. This promise does not imply the opposite. It never says
thathe does erase believers names from the book oflife. Finally, we see that these overcomers are those who do confess
the name of Jesus before others and as a result Jesus will confess them before the father and his angels (Luke 12:8-9). He

will not dcny those who do not deny him. True believers will not deny Christ.

What promises does Jesus make to those who overcome?

Do these promiscs make you feel more secure or less? Jesus promises to the true believer, that he will never, in all time

to come, dcny or remove him from the book of life or from his presence.

Spend time in prayer and reflection. Review your answers and ask yoursclf what can | personally change in my life in

llgl’lt ofwhat has bCCl’l rcvcalcd tome today?

Be careful to not live in a fantasy world of self—deception as the church of Sardis did. Take time to evaluate yourself and
ask others close to you if thcy scc any Wandcring from your rclationship with God. Seck a confidant, someone that you

can Sl’lélI'C your greatcst fCZlI'S &Hd l’lCCdS. Then takc time to Cncouragc onc anothcr!
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