THE CHURCH OF LAODICEA

Written by Ali McNeely

Week E/’g/yl - H///;"/zi;ﬁ»')/ 27,2022

Who Is God? - (Revelation 3:14)

At the beginning of 2022, before this series began, Pastor Mark presented an idea from Francis
Chan’s book Crazy Love. “God is like an ocean and my mind is like a soda can.” \¥'ho is like God?
Who can understand him? Who counsels him? Who does great and marvelous things like him?
The answer is simple: no one. And yet! He has revealed some of Himself for us to grasp. So, we're
going to hold the soda can and take a few satistying sips. In the first chapter of Revelation and in the
first lines for cach church, He has revealed Himself enough for a lifetime of studying, wondering,

praising, and worshiping. This is the revelation of Jesus Christ, from Him and of Him.

Read Revelation 1 and the description of Jesus Christ in cach letter from Revelation 2 and 3.
Write down (in some way) who Jesus is and/or cach thing He does. Pause to reflect on cach
attribute and wonder, praise, and Worship over who the Lord is. Ask God to reveal something about
himself to you: usc your Bible to find other places where these attributes or other attributes are
mentioned. Find resources some rcputablc thcoiogical sources. Dust oft your collcgc commentary.
See what thcoiogians have said. Comparc their thoughts with whatis revealed to you. Itdoesnt have
to be pretey or linear or what anyonc elseis doing, butitwill be fruitful to learn more about the Lord.

Here's what [ wrote down:

Faithful witness. Praise the Lord,

First born of the dead. Praise the Lord,

Ruder of kings on earth. Praise the Lovd,

Loves us. Praise the Lord.

Freed us from our sins by his blood. Praise the Lord.

Made us a kiﬁgdom, priests to his God and Father. Praise the Lovd.
The Alpha and the Omega. Praise the Lord.

Whao is and who was and who is to come. Praise the Lord,

77)614/7%@/)[)/. Praise the Lord



Like a son of man. Praise the Lord.

Clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. Praise the Lord,

The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. Praise the Lord,

His eyes were like a flame of fire. Praise the Lord,

His feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace. Praise the Lord,

His voice was like the roar of many waters. Praise the Lord.

He held seven stars in his right hand. Praise the Lord

From his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword. Praise the Lovd,

His faace was like the sun shining in full strength. Praise the Lord,

The first and the last. Praise the Lord,

The living one. Praise the Lord.

Died and is alive forevermore. Praise the Lord,

Has the keys of Death and Hades. Praise the Lord,

Holds the seven stars in bis right hand and walks among the seven lamp stands. Praise the Lord.
The first and the last, who died and came 10 life. Praise the Lord.

Has the sharp, nwo-edged sword. Praise the Lord.

The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze. Praise the Lord.
Has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. Praise the Lord.

The bob/ one, the true one, who has the kfy /)fDﬂW/, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. Praise the Lovd

And for Laodicea, he is the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of Gods creation. Praise the Lord.

Ofall these things (and there are alot!), the ‘Amen” was the one I lingered over longest. What is the Amen? It feels
final. And it is. The Oxford American Dictionary and Language Guide defines it as “uttered at the end of a prayer
or hymn meaning, so be it.” It feels affirmative. And it is. Its “to express agreement or consent.” It feels sure. And it
is. Its “Certainly; certain; known for sure; may be relied on; unfailing; reliable.” It feels authoritative. And it is. Its

“definitive.”

Jesus, the Amen, is the final divine purpose, the best affirmative, the sure salvation, the sovereign authority: and so

be it, Lord, because of all youare.

Spcnd some time in pl‘ayel‘: USC this one or write yOUr own!

“God, you are all these things and more. Who is like you? Who can understand you? Who counsels you? Who does great and mighty things like you?
You are God. Because of who you are_you are worthy of it all. Whatever we pridefully think we are, we lay at your feet and ask you 1o fill us with more
of you and less of us. For your glory and our good. You deserve the glory.”



OllI‘ COHCCtiVC praycr fOI‘ thC WCCk:

“God, we will xpmd therest of our lives and all Q/[ eternity worx/;zpz'ﬂg you. Reveal more qﬁom‘xe&‘ 10 us this week. Hﬁ’él? us m‘poﬂd rngz‘é/ to zu/mlyyou
reveal. Help us to not just be hearers, readers, meditators of the word, but doers also. Help us to share what you ve revealed with others, in word and deed,
We mzlz'czpﬂle ﬂ//)/()u will do in our /z'm nour chm’f/}, 1 our dzﬂ‘z’/}/ﬁcbz’/} groups, 177 OUY COMMUNILIES, I71 OUT world For your g/my and our good You

deserve the g/ozy. :
Song: U/ort/a)/ of[t/lll @/ Shane & Shane

Application: Write out other atcributes of God that you hold fast to and the associated scriptures. Drawa picturc

of how you envision him or some of his atcributes. Sing anew song about who he is.

Other Resources:

o Lsaiah 40-44: God is sovereign.

o Job38-42: God is creator and controller.

o Micah 7:18-20: God is mighty to save.

e “The Amen” by Charles Spurgeon, March 4, 1866 — online through 7he Spurgeon Center for Biblical Preaching
o Crazy Love by Francis Chan

DAY 2

Who Am I? - (Revelation 3:15-17)

Alotof times we start with the “Who am 2" I'm Ali. I'm a Jesus-follower, wife, mom, friend, former teacher, reader,
napper, nail-biter. That doesnt sound too bad. Then we're asked in any onc of many convicting sermons to consider
the Lord and our call to holiness in comparison with the reaiity of ourlives. The “Who am 2" becomes: I am pride-
ful Ali. 'm a Jesus-follower, wife, mom, friend, former teacher; idolater of me-time, slccp, and sex; liar. That sounds
bad. But it was and couldve been much, much worse. The Bible says I was ‘dead in your lrespasses and xz’m..ﬁ//owmg
the course ()flhz's world, f/)///)wz'ng the ]mm ()f the power 0f the airr, the 5]72'71'[ that is now at work in the sons ()f p/z‘xoﬁfdz'mm..@/

nature a child of wrarh” (Ephesians 2:1-3). But in my pride, when I start with the “Who am 127 I gloss over all  was,



allTam, and all God has done; I scarc with “Ali” That’s why we started Day One with “Who is God?” Because consid-
cring who he s, [ can see myscif as | truiy am: a person who was dead but who is now alive by grace through faich in

Chris, becoming hoiy asheis hoiy. Praise the Lord.

The Laodiceans have their own “Who am 17" moment.

Read Revelation 3:15-17. Write down all the things Jesus calls the Laodiceans. Pause and reflect on cach attribute
and how you might relace.
“Thnow your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cither cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, Ioill

5/71'[ you out of ny mouth. For_ym say, L am Vz'cb, 1 have ]77’05]76’}’66[, and [ need nol/)z’ng not Vm/z'zz'izg that you are wrm‘/yed, pz'lz'ab/f, poor,; b/md, and

naked” (Rev. 3.15-17)

The Lord, like he has done for most of the churches, calls out spcciﬁc sins that need to be addressed in Laodicea. It
is grace and iovingkindness for]csus to point out speciﬁc sin so that we can confess and repent of spcciﬁc sin and
grow in holiness. What grace and iovingkindness for Jesus to know our tendencies and still offer forgivcncss?! But
we must acknowicdgc where we need him. The Laodiceans don't see it. There is no word of encouragement for the
Laodiceans here, no commendation. After describing himself, the first thing the Lord calls out is how they are
lukewarm: gross, something to be vomited out. Thcy think thcy’re rich, prosperous, and in need of nothing; but

thCy,I'C somchow unawarc that ti’le’l’C wrctchcd, smaii, poor, bimd, and nakcd.

ifGOCi wrote youa lctter, Where WOLliCi you bC biil’ld to your sin? How WOLliCi tiliS statement iOOi(?

You think youarc s bllt really youarc ?

Remember Thyatira? Those who tolerated. Oftentimes we tolerate “acceprable” sin. Were waiting to repent of the
big things, the obvious no-nos. Being lukewarm occasionally to fitin? Not a big deal. Apostasy? Now we have a
problem. But that§ not what the Lord is calling us to. Betore we reach gross, wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, or naked,
confess and repent. Dont wait. When you speak a sharp word, confess and repent. When you skip a small task out
oflaziness, confess and repent. When you lack self-control, even in something as seemingly small as biting your nails
(Come on, Ali! You can do it!), confess and repent. When you have a hateful thought, confess and repent. When

you lie by omission, confess and repent. In Momentum, Colin Smith exhorts, “Mourning over named sins is very



different from grieving over a gencral sense of unworthiness or of failure. Satan loves to dcprcss Christians with a
gcnerai sense of our own inacicquacy, but nothing good can come from this,..Mourning over sin in generai never
moves you forward...and sometimes it can be a convenient way to avoid facing up to the real sins of your life” Bcing
gcncraiiy downtrodden about bcing asinner, which we will aiways be until the Lord makes us new, will not progress

us toward being hoiy asheis iioiy NOow.

Read Revelation 3:15-17 again. Because of what we know about him, how do you sce his ]ovingkindncss in his
admonishment? Remember also that chis isnt a personai admonishmcnt, its a corporate admonishment. How
does the fact that ics corporate changc the way you read the text? Would you rcspond by blamc-shifting onto

others or praying to repent of how you’re Contributing?

Praycr: “Lord, open our eyes to help us to examine our lives in light of who you are and what you have done for us. Open our eyes 1o help us see how we
should be helping our church become a place of confession and repentance. We will be different because of it. We praise you that because of the great love
with which you loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses and sins, you made us alive rogether with Christ; brought us near by the blood of

Christ; and made us members qf)‘/)e household 0/ God, ]01'716/] logef}m: growing into a ha/)/ [mz[)/e inthe Lord”
Song: Truest Praise by Jon Guerra

Application: Write out where youve seen growth because of confession and repentance. Write out your own
PP y & P b
prayer of confession and repentance to the Lord. Ask forgivencss to whomever necessary. Draw a picture of what

it iOOi(S ili(C to bC cirawn back to rcpcntancc by GOd)S iovingkindncss. Sing ancw SOI’lg about what 1'1(375 CiOHC i:Of you.

Other Resources:
o 1Jobn1:5-10
. Ep/)esians 2:1-20

o Momentum Colin Smich



DAY 3

The Relevance of God - (Revelation 3:14-22)

Welcome to the context and framework portion of our week. We couldve started here, but we didnt. It just
happened that way. But the context of Laodicea is kind of a low—hanging fruit, and wow, does being lukewarm get
alotofairtime. In studying the context and framework, the most striking thing to me about Laodicea is that God

is relevant. He was relevant then. He is relevant now.

Read Revelation 3:15.

T kenow your ZU()VkS.’k you are neither cold nor hot. Would thar Fyou were either cold or hot! So, because you are lkewarm, and neither hot nor cold, Lwill

spityou out of ny mouth”

Laodiceawas a City between the hot spring of Hicrapolis to the north and the cold spring of Colossae to the east,
where the water came togcthcr and was lukewarm (Kocstcr “The Mcssagc to Laodicea and the Problem of Its

Local Context”). They know lukewarm. Look at God.

Read Revelation 3:18.
“T counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your

nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your €yes so that You may see”

This in many commentaries is said to be an allusion to the banking, textiles, and medical schools of the rcgion.

They know gold, garments, and salve. Look at God.

Read Revelation 3:14-22.

And 10 the angel of the church in Laodicea write: “The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of Gods creation. I know your
works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, 1will spit you our
0] }77)/ mouth. For you say, Lam rich, [ have pm&pc’;’m’, and [ need 7lofhz'ﬂg, not Vm/z'zﬁzg fbﬂ{ you are wretched, [)m’ﬂé/e, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel
you 10 buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness
may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom 1 love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, 1 stand
at the door and knock. lf anyone hears my voice and opens the door; [will come in to him and eat with bim, and he with me. The one who conquers, /
will grant him 1o sit with me on my throne, as 1 also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the

Spirit says to the churches.”



In your Bible or in this text, mark where the passage addresses:
1. the sovereignty of God

2. common dining practices

3. prosperity

4, prosperity

5. common dining practices

6. the sovereignty of God

Do you sce the pattcm? This paralldism serves to organizc the passage for the readers in a way thcy understand.

Look at God.

Can what something meant Contextua”y and organizationally toagroup of Christian in Laodicea be relevant to a

group of Christians in Indianapolis? Yes. Because God is a God of relevance, and He never Changcs.

In The Knowledge of he Holy, AW, Tozer acknowledges that we have no reference for this because everything in our
lives changes. The only constant is change. The Lord alone is immutable. Nothing is true of Him now that wasnt
true of Him then. Nothing was true of Him then that isnt true of Him now. He exhorts us to buy from him gold
refined by fire so that we may be rich. (You are our greatest treasure, Lord.) To buy from Him white garments thac
we may clothe ourselves and the shame of our nakedness will not be seen. (We are a new creation in you, Lord. You
have clothed usin the garments of salvation and the robes of rightcousncss.) To buy from Him salve to anoint our
eyes so that we may see. (We set our minds on things above, Lord.) We will not be lukewarm. (To live is Christ and

to dieis gain, Lord.) You are sovereign, personal, and relevant, Lord.

Prayer: “Lord, we know you are the same yesterday, today, and forever. You are the same God who hovered over the void and spoke life into existence;
who lead your people out of Egypt and into the promised land; who looked upon those who believed and counted their belief as righteousness; who sent bis
only begotten Son, the hope of the world, 1o pay the penalty of sin so that your wrath would be imputed onto him and you would be just in calling those
who confess with their mouths that Jesus is Lord and believe their hearts that God raised him from the dead your righteous children; who will come
again, and the dwelling place of God will be with man, and you will dwell with them, and they will be your people, and you will be their God. Holy, holy,

hob/ is the Lord God A/mz'gb[)/ who was and is and is to come. Amen.”

Song: Great Is 779)/ Fm’t/}ﬁt/nesy /7)/ Thomas O. Chisholm and William Runyan



Application: God is relevant. The Bible in relevant. We can read the Bible wich confidence that what is said will be
useful for lie and godliness. In Momentum, Colin Smith gives a few tips for reading the Bible. He asks, “ls there a
promise to believe? A command to obey? A sin to avoid? A warning to heed? An example to follow?” (Smith 45).
Il add, is there an attribute of God to worship? Read Revelation 3:14-22 again; answer cach question with
cvidence from the passage; answer whether youre believing, obeying, avoiding, heeding, following, and

worshiping; and finally answer why or why not.

Promise to believe/are you believing?/why or why not?
Command to obey/are you obeying?/why or why not?

Sin to avoid/are you avoiding?/why or why not?

Warning to heed/are you heeding?/why or why not?
Example to following/arc you following?/why or why not?

Attributc to worship/are y0U. Worshlpplng>/why or Why not?

Other Resources:

o Psalm 19

o 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
o Isaiah 61:10

o Colossians 3:1-4

« Philippians 1:20-30

o The Knowledge of the Holy by AW Tozer



DAY 4

The Hope of Discipline - (Revelation 3:19-22)

[was going to write something about hope, and the Lord led me to discipline. AndasIm writing about discipline,
[ feel chat chis should be much longer than one day. There are so many questions and misunderstandings. Lord,

l’lClp mec.

Before you start reading, ask yourself these questions:

« What do you believe about the Lord's discipline?

o How is what you believe supported by the Bible?

o How is what you believe supported by ancedotal evidence from your life? Do the two match? If the anecdoral

evidence isnt supported by the Bible, are you Willing to surrender to the Bible's truchs?

I'am (unfortunately) not a disciplined person. I am nearly thirty-five, and I still bite my nails (See day two...). And
in my thirty-five years I have submitted to the Lord's discipline in nominal ways. Confess sin? Ok. Get caughe?
More likely. And what are we talking about here? Discipline that involves self-control (no nail-biting). Or
discipline that involves the correction that leads to self-control (submitting to the consequences for nail-biting so
that Il see the error of my ways, repent, and re-surrender my nail-biting to Lord, asking for self-control). Maybe
nail-biting is a silly example. Or maybe ics a tolerated sin of self-indulgence that I should bring to the Lord cach day.

But l)y Gods grace, it illustraces the point.

And what might discipline look like? We know Job wasnt chosen to suffer because of secret sin (no matter how
hard his friends tried to fish some out of him), but because he was righteous and for God's glory. Neither was the
blind man suffering because of his sin or the sin of his family, but for Godss glory. So, suftering doesnt equal
discipline,and God forgive usif weve everlooked upon a personss plight and thought, "Must be sin.” And we know
the sunrises on the eviland on the good, and the rain falls on the just and the unjust for God's glory. So not suffer-
ing doesnt equal righteous living, and God forgive us if weve ever looked upon a person’s health, wealch, and
happiness and thought, “They must be doing something right” or, “They dont need.” And we even know that
Christ might bless us in our sin for God's glory. The prodigal son gets a celebration after sinning, whether his
motives for returning are pure or not. Perhaps ics the blessing, the Father’s lovingkindness, that will finally lead the

SON to repentance. Diseipline might look like blessing.

This can all be very eonfusing. Let the word of God illuminate the paradoxes of diseipline.



Read Revelation 3:19-22. Whatdoes the Lord say about discipline? Compare it to what you believe. Which will
you Cling to?

“Those whom 1 love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, 1 stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door; Lwill come into him and eat with him, and he with me. The one who conquers Lwill grant him to sit with me on my throne, as 1 also conquered and

sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him bear with the sz’rz’fjﬂ]x 1o the churches.”

Now read Hebrew 12:1-17. Answer the same questions from above.

"77%7@(&76 since we are surrounded @/ so great a cloud af iw'mmes, let us also /@/ aside every wfz'g}]l, and sin which f/z'ng 50 f/oxc)b/, and let us run with
endurance that race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfected of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is seated at the rzghl hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured ﬁom sinners such }JOS[i/iL:)/ against bimxf//{ 50 that you may
not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sins you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you forgotten the
exhortation that addresses you as sons? ‘}14)/ son, do not n’gﬂm’ /zg/)[é/ the dz’fcz])/me of the Lord, nor be weary when repmwd /7] bim. For the Lord
a’z’xczp/z’ms the ones he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” It is fbr dz’xczp/z’ne that you have to endure. God is Lreating you as sons. For what
son is there whom bis father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and
1ot sons. Besides [hz’x, we have had mrl/aé/ ]?z[/m’s who dz’u‘z’/)/med us and we Ve&/)ec[ed them. Shall we not much more be m/)]'ecl to he Father of;pz’rz’[&
and live? For [}Jf)/ dz’sczp/z'ﬂfd us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he dz’xwp/z’nes us for our gooa’, that we may share in his holiness. For the
moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness 1o those who have been trained by it
77aereﬁ)re /ﬁyour dmopz’izg hands and ,vtngtbezz_yow weak knees, and make ,rlmz'gbl /mtb; /(}r your /éet, 5o that what is lame may not be put out of
Joint but rather be healed. Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lovd. See to it that no one ﬁzz’/x to obtain
the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness”springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like
FEsau, who sold his ﬁz’r[brng[ f/)r a ng/e meal For you know that @‘Ze}’wﬂn/, when he desired to inherit the b/mz'ﬂg he was Ve]fc[fd, for he /{)um/ 70

chance 10 repent, z‘/]ough be soug/n‘ itwith tears”

Here's why the hope: love. If I'm experiencing discipline, no matter the way I'm experiencing it its because the
Lordloves me. I'm his child. And also, the hope: Christ. Lets not forget when we talk about discipline, that all our
sin was paid for on the cross. Christ is the propitiation for our sins (1 John 2:2). We will not reccive the payment
due for our sin and God is just in not paying it because justice and mercy met on the cross of Christ. So, discipline
is not the punishment for our sin. Still, discipline may be difficult, and it will purity, making us holy as he is holy.

And even still, more hopc: the promises attached to disciplinc

Read Revelation 3:19-22 again and jot down the promises attached to the disciplinc of the Lord.




He will be Lord of their lives. They will have intimacy with him. They will be conquerors with Christ, sicting with him on
his throne. Also, highlight this verse in Hebrews: he disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. We will
become like him. Thanks be to God that he is willing to discipline his children, through a Nathan, through a trial,
through a blessing, or however he sees fit, because he sees the just reward that can be ours through Christand becausc he

loves us cnough to make us more like him.

He who has an ear, lec him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. We have hope in discipline. We have hope in Christ.

Prayer: “Lord your desire for us is life and life abundantly. Your desire is a clean heart, a renewed mind, a cear conscience. To receive these things, you
dz’xrz]?/me. You dz’wz’/?/me to instill dz’m’p/ma You ve ﬂ/mmj/ seen the reward. You live in the fmm’e where our inheritance is eternal and hold the crowns waz'[z'izg
f&r u"s. M@/ a’z’rczp/z’nf lead to holiness. 11/[@/ dz’xczp/z’ne lead to perseverance. /V[)/ a’z‘;rzp/z'ﬂf lead to obedjence, not mrn’b/ to receive a reward (We nghl. Jorio

avoid a consequence (We might.), but obedience because we love the God who loved us first”
Song: How He Loves by David Crowder Band

Application: Where are you rejecting the discipline of the Lord? Where are you not disciplined? Dont gloss over the
questions. Scarch your heart. Better, ask the Lord to search your heart. How will you surrender these things to Him?
What does the Lord desire for you? Do you believe he desires good things for you like communion (T will come in to
him and eat with him, and he with me.”), intimacy ("I will grant him to sit with me on my throne.”), and conquering (°l
also conquered and sat down with my Father.”)? I weep as [ write these questions because as someone who frequently

prays, “Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief Twant to believe His promises with you.

Like we did in day thrcc, lecs practice asking if there's a promise to bclieve, a command to obcy, a sin to avoid, a warriirig
to heed, an cxamplc to follow, and/or attribute of God to worship. Read Revelation 3:19-22 again; answer cach question
with evidence from the passage; answer whether youre believing, obeying, avoiding, heeding, following, and/or

worshipirig; and ﬁnaﬂy answer why or why not.

Promise to believe/arc you believing? Example to following/are you following?

Command to obey/arc you obcying? Attl‘iblltc to worship/arc you Worshipping?

Sin to avoid/are you avoiding?

Other Resources:

o Hebrews 12:1-17

Warning to hccd/are you hCCdil’lg?




Partaking in the Riches - (Revelation 3:20-21)

“Behold [ stand at the door and knock. [f }m)/wze hears ny voice and opens the door, Lwill come in to him and ear with him, and he with me” Rev. 3:20

Jesus went out and saw at tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. Follow me, Jesus said 10 him, and Levi got up, left everything and
/(}//awd him. Then Levi held a great bﬂm]uet /(}r Jesus at his house, and a /mgf crowd 0/ tax collectors and others were eating with them. Bur the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law who /)f/ongm’ to their sect mmp/ﬂz’ﬂm’ to his di&céﬁ/e.r, Wi /9)/ do you cat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”

Jesus answered them, 1t is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 1 have not come 10 call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” Mart. 5:27-31

“Yﬂﬂtpi’fpﬂﬂ’ﬂ [ﬂb/€ bé’fbi’f meimn [hfp?‘é’ffﬂ(t’ 0/7/1} memz'fs;_)/ou dil&i/lfm_)/ bé’ﬂﬂ’ ZL’Z[h ()Z],’ ny CM[) ﬂﬂé’ifl()l(/f»PSﬂlm 23:5

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all z]mwmg near 1o him. And the Pharisees and the scribes grumﬁ/m’, 5@/2'7@ “This man receives sinners and
cats with them..." And be said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them said 1o bis father, Father, give me the share of property
that is coming 10 me. "And he divided his property between them. Not many dﬂyx later; the younger son gﬂlherm’ all he had and took a journey into a ﬁzr
country, and there he qun//l'frm’ his propertyin reckless /z'w'ﬂg Andwhen he had spent wwyt})m , a severe fézmz'w arose in that country, and he /Jfgdn
10 be in need. So he went and hired bz’m&e&f out to one afz‘he citizens of that country, who sent him into bz’sﬁe/c/s 10 fém’ ])zgﬁ And be was /ngz'izg 1o be fm’
with the podx that the pigs ate, and no one gave him mzylhz'ng Butwhen he came to himxe//,[ he said, How many of my fézz‘hfrlr hired servants have more
than enough bread, but 1 pevish here with hunger! Lwill arise and go o my father, and Lwill say 1o him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you. Lamno /oizger zw)rl/ay 10 be called your son. Treat me as one o/j/om" hired servants.” And e arose and came to his ﬁz[bez But while he was still a/(mg
way oﬁ‘ his fézz‘her satw hin and ﬁ/z‘ compassion, and ran and embraces him and kissed him. And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you. I am not longer worthy to be called your son. But the father said to his servants, Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him,
and puta Vz'izg on his @maf and shoes on his /éez And brmg the fémmed mv/f and kill i, and let us eat and celebrate For this my son was a/mo/, and is

alive again; bhe was lost, and is found. And they bfgm to celebrate” Luke 15:1, 11-24

“The one who conquers, Twill grant hin to sit with me on my throne, as [ also com]uem] and sat down with my Father on his throne” Rev. 3:21

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked... But God, bez'izg rich in mercy, because (Jf the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive z‘ogez‘her with C/Jrz'xl—b)/ grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us

in Christ ]ﬁrm”pr. 2:1,4-6



Why? Why the patience? Why the patience to stand at the door and knock?

Why? Why the willingness? Why the willingness to redeem the wretched?

Why? Why the favor? Why the favor to prepare, anoing, and overflow?

Why? Why the celebration? Why the celebration of a child still undeserving?

Why? Why the throne? Why the throne for those incapable of conquering without a sacrificial Son?
Why? Why the raising to life? Why the raising to life of a dead thing?

All to and for the glory of God, showing his immeasurable grace and kindness toward us.

Praycr: “Lord, without your knocking, beckoning, running, conquering, we are without hope. We would continue being lukewarm, wretched, pitiable, poor,
blind. naked. sinners a /(mg way (ﬁ We can do not/)iﬂg apart, ﬁom‘ you. VVZ'[}{ you, we are more than conquerors. We are children, bfm;. ﬁz’md;, J‘bﬂrmg your
gg‘l}, table, and throne. This Wﬁszoma/)/f df])lh of riches is onb/ because 0fyom’ g/orz’om grace and love with which you loved us. In /z('gh[ of who you are, and
who we are because of who you are, what can we do but worship you? What response is there but laughing dancing feasting, and thanksgiving? Lovd, let us

//6’(07}%’ coen more ﬂﬂdl‘gﬂ‘lﬁ%ﬂllﬂ our WUVJ'})ZP ﬂf]ﬁﬂ 0P6’ﬂ our {')/ﬁ( anew’ fﬂf/) Llﬂj/ 1o [bf' Vfﬂ/j{)/ 0]{70%7({7%[6’ ﬂﬂd}él‘}’ldﬂ&ﬁ Z‘OZUﬂVZZMS, /47716’71.»
Song: Ever Chasing God by Jon Guerra

Application: When did the Lord first capture the affections of your heart? What were the immediate riches of his
grace and lovingkindness toward you in that moment? How did you share that with others? Where is the Lord knock-
ing, pounding, on your life, asking you to lec him be Lord where you've setdled for lukewarm? Whats the most shocking
thing about his grace and loving-kindness toward you? How will you share that with others? Sing a new song of thanks-

giving in your heart to God.

Other resources:
Citations for the week:

o Matthew 5:27-31
Chan, Francis, and Danae Yankoski. Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God. David C. Cook, 2013,

o Psalm23:5

The Oxfém’ American Dictionary and Language Guide, Oxfom’ Unniversity Press, 1999,
° Lukc‘ I 5
. EP hesians 2 Smith, Colin. Momentum. Chicago, Moody Publishers, 2016.

Koester, Craig R. “The Message 1o Laodicea and the Problem of Its Local Context.” Digital Commons at
Luther Seminary, 2003, hitp://digitalcommonsluthersem.edu/ faculty_articles/9. Accessed 28 January 2022

Tozer, AW, The Knowledge of the Holy. New Delhi; General Press, 2019,




