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PhD Scholarship in Marine Aquaculture Science 

We are looking for a highly motivated individual to undertake research leading to a PhD in the field 

of seaweed aquaculture technology and restoration as part of the Love Rimurimu Project in 

Wellington, New Zealand. 

About the Love Rimurimu Restoration Project 

The project is a community-led and kaitiaki-guided collaboration of community groups, iwi, industry 

partners, local government and leading research institutes working on the shared goal of regenerating 

Wellington’s underwater forests and developing solutions that can be scaled and transferred to other 

regions. 

Seaweed forests provide an incredible wealth of environmental benefits and services. They absorb 

many times more carbon than trees, whilst providing vital habitat for important marine species and 

by improving coastal protection and resilience. Seaweeds are in decline globally and, just like our 

forests on land, we need to replant and protect these vital ecosystems. It’s time we tapped  into this 

potential through active regeneration and create scalable and nature-based solutions to climate 

change. 

About the PhD project - Screen seaweeds for restoration and commercial use 

The overall goal of the research project is to identify and scale growth and hatchling techniques for 

seaweed species suitable for restoration and commercial use as part of Deep Blue Seafood New 

Zealand Ltd research and development programme. We are interested in conducting laboratory trials 

under controlled conditions alongside field experiments on the seaweed farm and in highly degraded 

coastal environments to test how growing conditions affect resilience in the field. The successful 

student will be well supported in terms of access to research facilities and mentoring. Scientists from 

Victoria University of Wellington and the National Institute of Water & Atmospheric Research (NIWA) 

will supervise the research.  

To apply, you must have an MSc or BSc (Hons) (or equivalent qualification), ideally in marine ecology 

or a related discipline. However, the background is less important than a strong interest ecology, 

physiology, and aquaculture science. 

The scholarship will remain open until filled but we expect to start reviewing applications in early 

October. The start date is negotiable, but we expect the successful candidates to have enrolled by 

November 2021. 

For more information and to apply please send a CV, copy of your academic transcript record and a 

brief statement of research interests and how they align with the proposed PhD research areas to: 

Dr. Christopher E. Cornwall 

Lecturer | Rutherford Discovery Fellow  

School of Biological Sciences |Te Herenga Waka | Victoria University of Wellington 

Email: christopher.cornwall@vuw.ac.nz 

More about Chris: https://people.wgtn.ac.nz/christopher.cornwall and @chrisecornwall on twitter 

This position is funded by the WCT, project partners and by generous donations from the public.  

Due to current COVID-19 travel and boarder restrictions entry into New Zealand is 

limited. Please indicate if you are already in New Zealand, have NZ citizenship or 

permanent residency or a work or study visa. 
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