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Responsoria[ Psalm

Ps 126 (125): 3; v 1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6
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he Lord has done great things for us we are filled with joy.

hen the LORD brought

back the captives of Zion,
we were like men dreaming.
Then our mouth was filled with
laughter, and our tongue with
rejoicing.

hen they said among the

nations, “The LORD has
done great things for them.’
The LORD has done great
things for us; we are glad in-
deed.
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estore  our fortunes,

O LORD, like the torrents
in the southern desert. Those
who sow in tears shall reap re-
joicing.

Ithough they go forth

weeping, carrying the seed
to be sown, they shall come
back rejoicing, carrying their
sheaves.
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GospeI Acclamation

n.
l-le-lu-ia Al-le-lu-ia Al-le-lu -1ia.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
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Ps 85 (84):7-8; v 2-4
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OU will turn to us, O God, and re-store our life,
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and Your people shall re-joice in You.
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You forgave the guilt of Your people, *
and covered all their sins.

You averted all Your rage; *
You turned back the heat of Your anger. A.
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So, when next He comes with glo - ry,
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in ex - cél - sis.

Ho - nor, glo - 1y, might, do - min - ion,
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“Christ is  nigh!” we hear him  say;
let the  earth - bound soul a - rise;
comes with  par - don down from heav'n;
wrap - ping  all the earth  in fear,
to the Fath - er and the  Son,
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0] ye  child - ren of the  day!”
Christ, our Day - star, mounts the  skies!
one and  all, to be for - givn.
and with words of love draw near.
while e - ter - nal a - ges  run.

LITURGY MINUTE

A few people have asked me why | have been ringing a bell at the moment
when the priest drinks from the chalice. This is a very ancient custom that serves
two purposes: first, in ancient times, a bell was rung at this moment to invite
people to come forward for communion (which was logistically useful when the
altar was hidden behind a rood screen, not unlike how orthodox priests enter
into sanctuaries hidden behind iconostases) and secondly (and more
importantly), it signals that the moment that the ‘Sacrifice of the Mass’ is
complete. To have a proper ritual sacrifice, three events must take place: first,
there must be an offering or oblation (a setting aside for holy use), next the
sacrifice itself must take place, and then (and only then) the sacrifice must be
consumed. This is why old-testament sacrifices were burned: the sacrifice
offered to God had to be completely consumed so that it could not be
repurposed for anything else (ie- anything profane); it was for God alone.
Hence, pure and spotless lambs were slaughtered and then burned in the
temple in Jerusalem to expiate for the sins of the people. This is why Christ is
called the “Lamb of God”; where once lambs were offered for the expiation of our
sins, Christ now fulfills the sacrifice within His sacred Person once and for all.

In this New Covenant, we no longer burn our Offering (“Sacrifices and
holocausts you desired not, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings
and sin offerings you were not pleased.”—Heb. 10:5-9 & cf. Ps.40-6-8). Rather,
we consume Christ Himself in the Holy Eucharist and unite ourselves to Him as
living oblations to God the Father. The Mass is the unbloody re-presentation of
this supernal Sacrifice, and the ringing of the bell demarcates that very special
moment when the sacrifice of Christ to God the Father is completed by the
sacral action of the priest, on behalf of the people. In other words,
sacramentally, the Eucharistic offering is completed at this exact moment. [t is
the most important moment of the whole Mass, and the moment from which all
saving graces flow. —James J. Richardson, Director of Sacred Music & Organist




